
After child’s death, local foster families seek 
to make changes to the child welfare system

quickly to become a plein-air painting cele-
bration and competition of national status. 
� is year the event has expanded to o� er the 
30 juried artists a � � h day to capture scenes 
in downtown Frederick and anywhere else 
they wish within the 644-square-mile can-
vas that comprises Frederick County. Watch 
this talented group of artists—freshly arrived 
from across the country—in action at their 
easels. � en see the spectacular results at the 
culminating Grand Exhibition, where their 
more than 100 new, original artworks are dis-
played, judged, and sold.  More info at: www.
easelsinfrederick.org 
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Easels in Frederick this 
weekend
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Telling the stories of your life

Anayah Williams 
was only 21months 
old when she died in 
March of this year. 
The Frederick com-
munity was shocked 
and outraged to 
learn that the child’s 
biological parents 
were charged in her 
death. 
In April, a grand jury 
returned an indict-
ment against Frank-
ie Williams charging 
him with additional 
crimes, including 
� rst-degree mur-
der, three counts of 
first-degree child 
abuse, two counts of 
first-degree assault, 

second-degree child abuse and sec-
ond-degree assault. 
� e grand jury also brought addition-
al charges against the child’s mother, 
Stephanie Williams, including charges 
of � rst-degree child abuse and acces-
sory a� er the fact to � rst-degree abuse 
for not calling authorities earlier. 
In her short life, she experienced se-
vere abuse at the hands of her biolog-
ical parents in the � rst few months of 
her life, a reprieve when she went to live 

Le�  to Right: Cindi Webb, Sue Lindaure, Cathy Sipocz and Karen Kwasny.  
Photo courtesy of Anayah's Advocates.

By  James Mannarino
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On Saturday, June 21, 2014, the sixth annual 
Urbana Music Festival, which has grown since 
its successful start in 2009, will take place at 
the Urbana Library. Enjoy live music from Ted 
Garber, � e Patty Reese Band, and Sol Driven 
Train.   Plus pony rides, in� atables, and a pet-
ting zoo, Zumba demo and 5K fun run.  Enjoy 
delicious food and beverages from a variety of 
award-winning vendors. � e event coincides 
with the kicko�  of Frederick County Public 
Libraries’ Summer Reading Club, so families 
have the opportunity to spend time enjoying 
visiting the library and celebrating on the pla-
za outside. 12-6pm Location is at Urbana Re-
gional Library, 9020 Amelung St. Urbana.  For 
More Information, call 301-600-7625 or visit: 
www.fcpl.org/2014/june/urbana-music-festi-
val-and-bistro 

Anayah’s Advocates to hold speak out this Saturday at Jimmie Cone

In coming months, The Hometown 
Observer will look at the foster care 
system through the eyes of foster fam-
ilies in the area, and will also follow 
the progress of Anayah’s Advocates as 
they seek to bring reform to the child 
welfare system in Maryland.

Youth risk behavior study reveals drug and alcohol 
use, sexual activity amount local teens 
Andrea Walker, MA, CPRP Director, 
Behavioral Health Services Division at 
the Frederick County Health Depart-
ment, contributed to this article.
� e Frederick County Health Depart-
ment has received the results of a youth 
risk behavior study performed by the 
Maryland Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene in 2013.
� e survey focuses on risk behaviors 
among youth that cause the most sig-
ni� cant health problems in Maryland, 
and the data collected are essential to 
both the State Health Improvement 
Plan (SHIP) and the community health 

improvement plans that are currently 
being developed and implemented in 
all Maryland Counties.
� e sample population included 1, 584 
middle school students from ten Fred-
erick County public middle schools 
and 3,361 high school students en-
rolled in ten Frederick County public 
high schools.  Participants were asked 
questions about tobacco, alcohol and 
other drug use, the perceived health 
impact of substance use, depression 
and suicidal ideation, dietary habits, 
physical health and sexual activity.   
� e survey revealed that 21% of Fred-

erick County High School students 
have engaged in binge drinking in the 
last 30 days.  Binge drinking is de� ned 

YOUTH RISK | 11

Easels in Fred-
erick has gen-
erated tangible 
excitement ev-
ery June since 
2011, rising 

Local Business:  
Davidus Cigars, offering fi ne 

products  
and a 
cultural 
experience.  

See page 9 
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Community contributes over $40,000 
to the South Carroll High School’s 
Bring Back the Band Campaign
Dave Esworthy, South Carroll Boosters co-president, 
contributed to this article.
�e South Carroll High School Cavalier March-
ing Band will be back in the fall of 2014 a�er be-
ing absent for over a decade.  �e marching band 
will return thanks to an extraordinary communi-
ty-wide commitment to re-establish the band. In 
the summer of 2013 the South Carroll Band Boost-
ers launched the Bring Back the Band Campaign 
to raise funds for new uniforms and other start-up 
expenses to rebuild the program. South Carroll 
High School is the only high school in the region 
without a marching band, which many believe is a 
vital musical component for the school.  
“A vibrant marching band program o�ers opportu-
nities for instrumental students to learn technical 
skills, showcase talent, and develop both teamwork 
and leadership skills in ways that no other pro-
gram can,” said Dave Esworthy, the Band Booster 
co-president.  “Plus the band brings pageantry and 
excitement to school events [and cultivates] school 
pride.” 
�e Campaign o�cially concluded at the Instru-
mental Music Department’s Spring Banquet in 
May where it was announced that a grand total 
of $40,207 had been generated. By far, the largest 
share of contributions came from local business-
es and organizations which supported the idea 
of re-establishing the band. �e Boosters and the 
many students expressed tremendous gratitude to 
those who have helped to rebuild their band pro-
gram.  Following this article is a list of the various 
partners that contributed to the campaign.
Part of the proceeds from the Campaign, including 
matching funds from Carroll County Public Schools, 
has been used to purchase new uniforms. �e new 
black, gold, and white uniform features a clean and 
simple design including elements which will honor 
the Cavalier tradition and create striking visual ef-
fects on the �eld. A committee made up of students, 
faculty, and Boosters worked with the manufacturer, 
DeMoulin, to create a completely unique product.
�e Boosters also organized several fundraising 
events which attracted alumni, parents, faculty, 
and friends throughout the community including 
Treats4Beats, a fall festival, and an alumni dance in 
November. Unfortunately a holiday performance 
by students and regional talent was cancelled in 
December due to inclement weather.
“�e broad community support for our Campaign 
clearly signals that the community is not only en-
thusiastic about re-establishing the marching band, 
but is also supportive of a comprehensive and ro-
bust instrumental program at our local, public high 
school,” said Kathy Williams, Booster co-president.
Students are now signing up to participate in the 
newly formed band which will begin rehearsing at 
Band Camp in August. While the marching band 
will start out modestly, it is expected to grow over 
the next few years as students in the strong feeder 
school pipeline join the South Carroll Instrumen-
tal Music Program. �ere are also plans to create 
a Color Guard and interested students should con-
tact the Boosters or Mr. Stevenson to learn more.
 “We are excited to showcase our students to the 
community this coming academic year at football 
games, parades, and other events,” said John Ste-
venson, Instrumental Music Educator at South 
Carroll High School. “�is Campaign demon-
strates how important the Instrumental Program is 

to the community and we look forward to being an 
active part of it again,” he added.
“On behalf of the students, the South Carroll Band 
Boosters want to thank everyone who helped to 
“Bring Back the Band” and we look forward to 
working with the community to rebuild and sustain 
this vital program,” said Esworthy.
To subscribe to the Boosters newsletter and get 
more information on all Instrumental Music events 
visit: www.CavMusic.com. Donations may also be 
made on the website and general inquiries can be 
sent to info@CavMusic.com or by calling 240-393-
2653.
Contributors to the campaign include:
Instrumental Partners
• Carroll Community College
• Hideys Landscape Supply Yard
• Illiano Group Restaurants – Mt. Airy Inn, Cal-

ifornia Tortilla, �e Greene Turtle, New York 
J&P Pizza

• SCHS Student Government Association
Cadence Partners
• Carroll Hospital Center
• Tot2Tweens.com
• Say It Graphics
• Molecular Transfer, Inc.
Performance Partners
• Green’s Ace Home Center
• LB&B Associates
• Mount Airy Lions Club
Noteworthy Partners
• S&K Roo�ng
• Kiwanis Club of Mt. Airy
• Glenn Patterson
• Kyle Brengle
• On the Town Limousines
• Char-Lene Farm
• Mt. Airy Chamber of Commerce
• Knills Farm Market
• Derek Wahdan Magic
• �e Berry Family
• Ted & Lydia Trester
• Althea Miller
• David Cook

Ken Daniels, Band Student President, models 
new uniform. Pictured with Ken are (L) John 
Stevenson, Instrumental Music Educator and (R) 
Kathy Williams and Dave Esworthy, Booster Co-
Presidents.
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Summer brings freshest produce of the year at Farm Markets

Summer time brings some of the best things 
of the year…from time to slow down a bit, 
to summer reading, days at the beach, and 
perhaps the best cooking of the year….all 
made even better with locally grown, fresh 
produce.  And there is nothing that makes 
the cooking and eating better than experi-
encing where it comes from….from feasting 
your eyes (and nose) on the fresh produce at 
the local farm markets, which is at its peak 
of freshness, unlike much of the produce 
at grocery stores, to tasting the most deli-
cious foods you will �nd anywhere.  �ere 
is a reason the farm to table movement has 
become so popular…it’s all in the taste!  
You will also get to know the people who 
actually grew the food for you, get a sense 
of community, and even gain some valu-

Here are the most local markets:
Mount Airy Farmer’s Market
A�er seven successful years in the Mount 
Airy Municipal Parking lot, the Mount 
Airy Farmer’s Market has moved to a new 
location.  It is now housed in the Rail Yard 
at 3 North Main Street, Mount Airy.   �e 
day and time stays the same; 3:30  to 6:30  
every Wednesday through Sept 10th.   �e 
market features local fresh fruits and vege-
tables, fresh eggs, a wide variety of breads, 
pies, and other baked goods including glu-
ten-free products, succulent creations, fresh 
salsa, and artistic glass creations for your 
yard.  Music is provided every week. Plen-
ty of free parking is available. �e Farmer’s 
Market is presented by the Mount Airy 

Linganore Farmers Market on Facebook.
Urbana Farmers' Market 
�e Urbana Library Farmers' Market is con-
veniently located at the Urbana Public Li-
brary in the Villages of Urbana. �e market 
is a producers only farm market and runs 
on Sundays from 12:00 until 3:00. �e mar-
ket address is 9020 Amelung St �e market 
features a wide variety of produce, eggs, 
meat, honey, jam, barbeque, granola and 
baked goods, including gluten-free items.  
Plus �nd cra�s and pottery.  For more in-
formation contact: Jan Wickline, 301-712-
4137 or email to: contact.us@theburbanali-
braryfarmersmarket.com.  Also, visit: www.
theurbanalibraryfarmersmarket.com 

Main Street Association.   For more infor-
mation, visit the website at:  www.moun-
tairymainstreet.org
Lake Linganore (New Market)  
Farmer’s Market
Located just inside Lake Linganore near the 
association o�ce (Coldstream Drive) the 
Lake Linganore Farmer’s Market returns 
this year with more vendors than ever, sell-
ing fresh local vegetables, barbeque, baked 
goods including cupcakes and freshly 
made breads, honey, beeswax candles, 
knife and scissor sharpening, snow cones, 
pottery, artworks and cra�s, jewelry, soaps, 
and entertainment featuring live  music 
as well.  For more information �nd the  

CARROLL COUNTY:
Carroll County Farmers' Market 
706 Agricultural Center Dr 
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 , Mar - Dec 
Contact: Anita Bullock, 410-848-7748 
ccfm@comcast.net 
www.carrollcountyfarmersmarket.com 
FMNP & FVC Accepted
Carroll Hospital Center Farmers' Market 
200 Memorial Ave 
Thursday: 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
Jun 12 - Nov 7 
Contact: Colleen Duerr, 410-871-7073 
cduerr@carrollhospitalcenter.org 
FMNP & FVC Accepted
Downtown Westminster Farmers' Market 
Conaway Parking Lot 
Rte 27 & Emerald Hill Ln 
Tuesday: 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., May - Nov 
Contact: Missie Wilcox, 410-465-0397 
mwilcox@westgov.com 
www.westminsterfarmfresh.com 
FMNP & FVC Accepted
Hampstead Farmers' Market 
1341 N Main St 
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - Noon, 

Here is a list of all the other markets throughout Frederick and Carroll Counties:
Jun 1 - Sept 28 
Contact: Marlene Duff, 443-821-1339 
info@hampsteadfarmersmarket.com 
FMNP & FVC Accepted
Taneytown Farmers' Market 
Taneytown Memorial Park, Rte 140 
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - Noon, Jun - Aug 
Contact: LaVerne Sokolowski, 
443-918-8100 
ltsoko@comcast.net 
FMNP & FVC Accepted

FREDERICK COUNTY
Dublin Roasters Farmers' Market 
1780 N Market St 
Sunday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. , 
May 5 - Sept 1 
Contact: Serina Roy, 240-575-9929 
info@dublinroasterscoffee.com
Emmitsburg Farmers' Market 
302 South Seton Ave 
Friday: 3:00p.m. - 6:30 p.m., 
Jun 14 - Sept 27 
Contact: Amy Naill, 301-600-6303 
anaill@emmitsburgmd.gov 
www.emmitsburg.net 
FMNP & FVC Accepted

Everedy Square & Shab Row Farmers' 
Market 
East & E Church St 
Thursday: 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., 
Jun - Oct 
Contact: Wendy Barth, 301-898-3183 
persplants@msn.com 
FMNP & FVC Accepted
Frederick City Farmers' Market 
331 N Market St 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. , May - Oct 
Contact: Louis Stewart, 301-514-9671 
louisdewey301@gmail.com 
FMNP, FVC & SNAP Accepted
Grace Community Church Farmers' 
Market 
5102 Old National Pike 
Friday: 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m., May - Nov 
Contact: Michael Dickson, 240-344-6533 
solnurseries@gmail.com 
FMNP & FVC Accepted
Middletown Farmers' Market 
12 S Church St 
Thursday: 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m., 
May - Oct 
Contact: Katherine Philips, 

310-371-7728 
kphillipsent@comcast.net 
FMNP & FVC Accepted
The Great Frederick Fair Farmers' 
Market 
Fairgrounds, 797 E Patrick Street 
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., 
Open all year 
Contact: Robert Fogle 
bfogle@thegreatfrederickfair.com
Thurmont Mainstreet Farmers' Market 
E Main Street & Boundary Ave 
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., 
Jul - Aug 
Contact: Karen Kinnaird, 301-271-4811 
Karen@kinniardmemorials.com 
www.thurmontfirst.com 
FMNP & FVC Accepted
West Frederick Farmers' Market 
110 Baughman's Lane, 
behind Medical Center 
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 , May - Nov 
Contact: Wendy Barth, 301-898-3183 
persplants@msn.com 
www.frederickfarmfresh.com 
FMNP & FVC Accepted

able tips and recipes….
yes, there is nothing like 
making weekly trips to 
local farm markets.  Plus, 
you will experience what 
is in season right in the 
moment, and you will be 
supporting local small 
businesses…that’s right, 
the local farm families 
have a di�cult time com-
peting against the major 
corporations, but they 
o�er product that is far 
superior….o�en at prices 
better than you will �nd 
elsewhere.  
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Kemptown Elementary School bids farewell to two favorite staff members
Retirement on the horizon for both

Kick off at New Market Beer & Wine last Saturday

Along with the usual mixed feelings of joy and 
sadness that many sta� members (and even 
some students) get at the close of a school year…
feelings that come from saying goodbye to an-
other group of students who are moving on and 
the anticipation of welcoming new students in 
the fall….this year marked an especially bit-
ter sweet milestone for Kemptown Elementary 
School.  Two long time sta� members have com-
pleted their service and will not be returning to 
school in the fall, as they have both retired.
Marcia Forsythe, who was an instructional assis-
tant, and who worked at Kemptown Elementary 
School since 1992, has retired.  Forsythe worked 
as a substitute in Frederick County for 2 years 
prior to joining Kemptown.  Her favorite part of 
the job was working with the students, accord-

By  Cindi Andrews, KES Staff

ing to Kristen Canning, the school’s principal.  
As an instructional assistant, she would work 
in the classroom with small groups of students 
supporting early literacy.  It gave her great plea-
sure to see how they progressed and became 
independent learners.  Recently, Forsythe also 
provided enrichment to higher-level students in 
kindergarten and �rst grade.  �is, she said, was 
fun to do, because she could create her own les-
son plans.  School sta� would smile as they saw 
Forsythe’s students in their lab coats, gathering 
research data and conducting experiments.  
She will be sorely missed in the lunch room, as 
well, where she was o�en caught doing the “pud-
ding dance”, (a dance she did when she would 
open pudding for students), talking on a stu-
dent’s “banana phone,” and telling jokes.  “Mrs. 

Forsythe was very, very nice,” said a kin-
dergartener (now a �rst grader).  “If there 
was a wet spot on the cafeteria �oor, she 
would put paper towels under her feet 
and pretend to be ice skating.  She would 
also cut sandwiches into shapes, like a 
heart, dolphin, dinosaur, 4 triangles or 2.”
Joanne Tavenner started her teaching 
career with Frederick County Public 
Schools in 1979.  Her �rst placement was at 
North Frederick and Walkersville Elementa-
ry Schools.  She came to Kemptown in 1995, 
where she taught for 19 years, the majority of 
those years teaching 4th grade.   Tavenner said 
she will miss the children and the sta� the most.  
One thing she de�nitely won’t miss, however, is 
homework!  “Joanne had a positive attitude no 

Marcia Forsythe, Photo supplied by 
Kemptown Elementary School

Joanne Tavenner. Photo supplied 
by Kemptown Elementary School

New wine makes debut in the DC metro area
A new line of �ne wines and Olive Oils have 
made their debut in the DC metro area.  �e com-
pany, Alex Elman Wines, Authenticated, has been 
in business since 2011, and its founder, Alex El-
man, has been in the wine business for many years, 
having established other wine companies as well.  
�e wines made their entrance in the area at a tast-
ing last weekend at New Market Beer and Wine, a 
new wine store in New Market, Maryland.  
According to their website, Alex Elman wines 
are terroir driven, meaning all of the wines in the 
collection are chosen because they perfectly rep-

resent the soil composition, climate and traditional 
wine making methods of the region from which 
they come. Speci�cally, the wine making process 
involves no barrel aging, no man-made pesticides, 
no herbicides or fungicides and minimal addition 
of sul�tes.  �e wine is therefore better for the envi-
ronment and healthier for the body.
�e line includes Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardon-
nay, Malbec, Torrontes, Chianti and Bin 721 NBM, 
a special blend of Nebbiolo, Barbera and Merlot.
�e company also produces olive oils, made 
from Manzanilla Cacerena olives which are 

Magazine recently ranked Spanish Olive Oils as 
the best in the world.  �ese are the earliest har-
vested olives, giving them less fat content, grassy 
notes and a peppery buttery �nish.
A�er a highly successful international career 
in wines and �ne foods, Elman founded Alex 
Elman Wines, Authenticated with a mission 
to produce and market a diverse portfolio of 
correctly made, honest, authentic and organic 
wines that are approachable and a�ordable to 

states that her company’s goal is to bring wine 
and food back down to earth.  For more infor-
mation about Alex Elman wines, visit their web-
site at www.aewines.com 

matter what, and she was always willing to share 
any information or lessons she had,” remarked 
one of her teammates.  “She would always be 
thinking about her whole team.  Also, she looked 
as fresh at the end of the day as she did at the 
beginning – she never looked tired – and she al-
ways had lots of energy.  I don’t know how she 
did it!” 

the American consumer. 
Alex Elman Wines re-
leased its inaugural port-
folio of branded wines in 
2011.  Elman is a frequent 
lecturer on wine, food and 
motivation. She travels the 
world with General, her 
Seeing Eye dog, (Elman 
is blind due to her battle 
with Juvenile Diabetes) 
seeking out the best wines 
the earth has to o�er.   She 

grown in the shady hillsides 
of Extremadura Spain. Cooks 

Elman with her guide dog.  
General. Photo courtesy 
of website 
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RALE to ask State's Attorney's Office to 
investigate FACT letter

NEWS ROUND UP

By  Sherry Greenfield

Members of a citizens group want an investiga-
tion into a letter written by a local transportation 
group in support of the planned Monrovia Town 
Center.
Steve McCay, president of the group Residents 
Against Landsdale Expansion (RALE), said he 
will ask the Frederick County State's Attorney's 
O�ce to investigate the letter written by the 
Frederick Area Committee for Transportation 
(FACT), in support of the planned center. 
Frederick County Commissioners' President 
Blaine Young read FACT's letter into the record 
at an April 23 public hearing on the approval of 
the Monrovia Town Center. �e letter stated that 
FACT supported the development, because it 
would provide funding to upgrade several roads 
in the Monrovia area. Young said the letter was 
written by 17 FACT directors.
However, FACT's president and most of the com-
mittee have said they never saw the letter before it 
was sent to the county. Only two of the 17 FACT 
directors collaborated on the letter, at the request 

abuse of power and in�uence. And it is yet an-
other example of these commissioners bending 
and twisting the public process and informa-
tion-gathering to serve their agenda."
Young has said he had no involvement in the 
letter and has called RALE's decision to seek an 
investigation outrageous.  At the April 23 pub-
lic hearing commissioners approved the plan to 
build 1,250 homes in the new Monrovia Town 
Center. Commissioners also voted in favor of 
an 18-year Developers Rights and Responsibili-
ties Agreement with the builders of the project. 
Under the agreement, the developers will be re-
sponsible for infrastructure improvements, and 
in return, there will not be any future zoning 
changes to the property.
RALE is also planning a legal appeal of the ap-
proval of the agreement.
�e Monrovia Town Center will be located on 
the north side of Md. 80, on both sides of Md. 
75, east of Ed McClain Road and west of Lynn 
Burke Road. �e property is currently known 
as the 75-80 drag strip. 

Mount Airy now offering federal flood 
insurance 

Photo courtesy of RALE website

of Frederick County Commissioner 
C. Paul Smith, liaison to the group.
"More immediately, RALE will be 
seeking an investigation into how 
this letter was requested, dra�ed, 
signed and delivered, and how it was 
used in the hearing," said McCay, in 
his column with Envision Frederick 
County, a nonpro�t organization 
dedicated to enhancing social, eco-
nomic and environmental vitality in 
the county. "At best, the FACT letter 
represents a cynical and signi�cant 

By  Sherry Greenfield

�e Town of Mount Airy is now o�ering its 
residents and businesses federally backed �ood 
insurance.  �e town has joined over 21,000 
communities in the country that have adopted 
the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
Under the program, the town has adopted and 
can enforce certain ordinances to reduce �ood 
losses, according to a town news release.
For residents owning single-family homes, the 
coverage limit is $250,000, and the contents 

coverage limit is $100,000. Renters can pro-
tect their belongings by purchasing contents 
coverage.  For commercial properties, the 
building contents coverage limits are both 
$500,000.
�ere is a 30-day waiting period before the 
�ood insurance coverage goes into e�ect.   
�e NFIP program is implemented through 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). 
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Michelle Weddle: Most likely to... care for others with two or four legs   
� is story is the � rst story in Lancer Media's Summer Series: Most Likely to…  � ese 
feature stories highlight students who are becoming role models of Lancer Spirit and 
will appear each week during the summer.

By  Olivia Goldstein, Editor, Lancer Media (Linganore High School)

While many people consider man’s best friend 
to be the dog, rising senior Michelle Wed-
dle’s “best friend ” is an alpaca named Rocky. 
For three years the two have created a strong 
bond. Despite the long hours she puts in with 
Rocky, she still had time to juggle 4H, varsity 
� eld hockey, uni� ed track and � eld, as well as 
maintaining a strong GPA. Weddle is the living 
de� nition of a student with diverse interests.  
(Uni� ed sports is a program that combines ap-
proximately equal numbers of individuals with 
and without intellectual disabilities on the same 
sports teams for training and competition)
� e hobby that sets Weddle apart is her in-
volvement with the alpaca and 4H. She leases 
the three-year-old alpaca and together they 
have won several awards in costume, obstacles 
and showmanship categories.
She has competed at the Frederick Fair and 
won � rst place for obstacles at her � rst event 
in the Maryland State Fair. � is summer, she 
will spend every week training and preparing 
for the 2014 Great Frederick Fair.
She is one of Linganore High School's � eld 
hockey goalies. � is position has caused Wed-
dle both hip problems and a concussion. De-

spite these setbacks, Weddle has persevered 
with the help of her mentor, recent graduate 
Kate Russo.
“Michelle is a very dedicated hockey player,” 
Russo said. “Since she � rst put the pads on she 
has improved immensely and she has worked 
hard every day in the goal to get to where she 
is now. She’s a great person and a fantastic 
goalie and friend.”
In addition to the school team, Weddle is a part 
of a year round � eld hockey travel club, � e 
Rebels. � is summer she will be attending Lime-
light, a � eld hockey camp in Pennsylvania where 
college recruiters watch for talented players.
Field hockey is just one athletic interest.  � is 
year, Weddle also joined the uni� ed track and 
� eld team. She won second place in shot-put, 
� rst in the 800 meter and � rst in the four by 
four at states.
“I wasn’t concerned about winning. I just 
wanted to have a good time and make 
friends,” Weddle said. � e biggest lesson she 
learned from uni� ed sports was acceptance 
and the importance of making friendships. 
Being around positive people like Sarah We-
ber made the whole experience worth-while 

Michelle Weddle at the 2014 National Alpaca Owner’s 
Show in Harrisburg, PA. Photo courtesy of Lancer Media 

Michele Weddle playing Field Hockey for her club team, 
� e Rebels. Photo courtesy of Lancer Media

MOST LIKELY TO…..

for her. Weddle said that working with 
her uni� ed teammates has been her 
most important accomplishment this 
past school year.
“She was always helping the coaches 
and students. She’s just a lovely girl 
and always had a smile on her face,” 
assistant coach Cheryl Novotny said.
Weddle is the vice president of her 4H 
division, which has taught her lead-
ership. Her experience with uni� ed 
track and � eld as well as caring for 
Rocky has in� uenced her career path. 
� ough she is still undecided about 
where she will attend college next year, 
she is leaning towards teaching or 
physical therapy for her � eld of study.
In her senior year, she hopes to 
maintain her good grades, become 
president of the Alpha Alpaca Club 
through 4H, and even though she’d 
like to get the � eld hockey team to 
states, she says it’s not her priority.
“It’s not just about going to and win-
ning at states. It’s all about working to-
gether through the season and build-
ing a strong team bond.”
Next year when she walks across the 
stage to receive her diploma, Weddle 
says she wants to be remembered for 
her ability to make friends and for be-
ing an easy person to get along with. 
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• Lap-Lok® meeting rail 
overlaps and interlocks to 
seal tightly and inhibit air 
and water in�ltration

• �e triple-stepped, sloped 
Simonton Sill® drives wa-
ter away from your home

• Li� rail molded into the 
sash for greater stability

• Tilt-in/li�-out sash for 
easy cleaning

• Easy-glide sash for 
smooth operation

• Equal glass sightlines for 
enhanced aesthetics

Whether it be on the outside of the house or the inside of the 
home, we can help you �nd what you’re looking for without 

leaving the neighborhood!  Windows, doors, porches, bathrooms, 
kitchens, basements….. whatever the job may be!

with

�ere really is “NO PLACE LIKE HOME”
“Since 1974, building something you can’t see….TRUST!”

301-703-4000  /  www.dertzbaugh.com M
H

IC
 #

38
01

Mount Airy Arts Alliance presents 
a summer of FREE movie nights
�is summer, the Mount Airy Arts Alliance is presenting a series of movie nights.  All 
showings are FREE and start at dusk.  Popcorn and refreshments will be available.  
Attendees are encouraged to bring a lawn chair or a blanket for seating.  Wildwood 
Park is located at 612 Merridale Boulevard in Mount Airy,  near the library.  Watkins 
Park is located o� of Route 27 near Center Street.

Singin’ in the Rain
June 27 at Wildwood 
Park

Rear Window
July 12th at Wildwood 
Park

The War Wagon
August 2nd at Wildwood 
Park

Despicable Me
August 9th at Watkins 
Park

Back to the Future
September 12th at Wat-
kins Park

Plus more �lms to be an-
nounced for Halloween!" 

PORTRAIT OF AN ARTIST

The Frederick String Initiative….
making beautiful music By  Joseph Tydings

Located just outside of downtown Frederick, there 
is a treasure of a school, on a residential street.  
When you drive by it’s easy to miss if you don’t 
know what you’re looking for.  �ose that do know 
what they are looking for know that within the cozy 
cottage are the charming and beautiful harp and vi-
olin/viola studios of �e Frederick String Initiative.  
�e Frederick String Initiative, founded by William 
and Astrid Stapp, is a private instruction institution 
that strives to provide a classical approach to learning 
the harp, the violin, or the viola, while also ensuring 
that the process is fun for its students.  “I like to think 
of [�e Frederick String Initiative] as a grassroots 
movement,” says Stapp.  “It’s inclusive, it’s grassroots, 
and what I see is a lot of people make the argument 
that it’s only the families that have means that can 
a�ord to get good training, and there is truth to that.  
Our priority is making sure everybody who wants to 
[learn one of these instruments] has the chance to do 
it.  �e community foundation in Frederick helps by 
giving scholarships, and o�en times I’ll also sponsor 
a student if they’re really talented.”
What makes �e Frederick String Initiative so 
unique is, arguably, its ensemble program.  “We form 

ensembles with the harps, violins and violas,” says 
Stapp.  “Students study the music in private lessons, 
so that they know it as well as their solo repertoire, 
and rehearse as an ensemble once a month.”
Acknowledging that performance is a very im-
portant factor to these instruments, �e Frederick 
String Initiative o�ers its students at least four per-
formance opportunities throughout the year.  �ere 
are two recitals, one in December, and one at the 
end of the year, around May.  �ere is also a per-
formance at the library in Frederick, somewhere 
between May and June, and a performance on 
the Candlelight Tour in December (�e Frederick 
String Initiative performs at the All Saints Episco-
pal Church stop on the tour).  
With the ensembles, Stapp o�en arranges music 
that crosses over into the more popular realm.  “I 
did an arrangement of the Downton Abbey Mu-
sic, that’s been a big hit.  People just went nuts for 
it!”  At the beginning of last year’s season, students 
requested that Stapp teach them music from the 
musical movie Frozen.   “We do a combination of 

William Stapp and student, photo courtesy of FSI William Stapp and ensemble, photo courtesy of FSI 
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Scouts clean Green Valley Road, 
work toward advancement

Le�  to right:  Benjamin Lockett, Hope Baguio, William Locket. 
Photo courtesy of Earl Porter

Woodbine Recreation Council 
announces summer classes
Tai Chi – Beginner and 
Intermediate
Develop balance, coordination, and � exi-
bility through harmonious movement and 
gentle exercise.  Open to men and women of 
all ages and � tness levels.  For start date and 
to register call Toni Minkel:  301-829-2348.  
MountAiry Senior and Community Center 
� ursdays 7:00–8:00 p.m. 8 weeks.  $56 

Awareness � rough Movement®
� is is part of the Feldenkrais Method®, an 
educational system designed to improve 
human functioning.  Long a professional 
secret among performing artists, it helps 
those su� ering from chronic pain.   Well-
ness expert Dr. Andrew Weil recommends 
it for back pain and � bromyalgia.  For teens 
and adults, regardless of physical condi-
tion.  For start date and to register call Carl 
Minkel, Guild Certi� ed Feldenkrais Teach-
er:  301-829-2348  MountAiry Senior and 
Community Center.  Mondays 7:30–8:30 
p.m. 8 weeks.  $56

Sticks in Motion
Improve balance, coordination, speed, pow-
er, and timing in a fun, intuitive format.  � e 
rhythmic two-person energy drills of the 
Filipino stick � ghting art “Modern Arnis” 
are the vehicles for learning.  No martial arts 
experience is required.  Intended for teens 
through adult.  For start date and to register 
call Carl Minkel, Instructor:  301-829-2348  
MountAiry Senior and Community Center.  
Wednesdays 7:30–8:30 p.m. 8 weeks.  $56

Yoga
A gentle and easy-to-follow yoga class any-

one can do regardless of � exibility.  Ages 8 
to adult. 
For start date and to register call Karen Bo-
ger, Instructor: 410-635-2427 MountAiry 
Senior and Community Center Wednes-
days 6:00–7:00  p.m. OR � ursdays. 5:30-
6:30 p.m.  8 weeks.  $56

Beginning Guitar
An introduction to the art of guitar.  � e 
class will cover basics such as tuning & care 
of guitar, as well as simple chords, strum-
ming & picking.  Class time will be devoted 
to practice as well as explanation & assis-
tance.  Playing with others provides an en-
couraging environment to tackle new skills 
that can be challenging for the novice.  Stu-
dents must have a guitar, some enthusiasm, 
and a love of music, but no previous ability 
or knowledge of music is required.  Below 
age 14 requires instructor permission.    For 
start date and to register call Sara Towe 
Horsfall, Instructor: 817-875-4016  Mount 
Airy Senior and Community Center Mon-
days 7:30-9:00 p.m. 8 weeks.  $56
For additional information, visit the Wood-
bine Recreation Council’s website: www.
woodbinerec.org.  
� e Americans with Disabilities Act applies to 
the Carroll County Government and its pro-
grams, services, activities and facilities.  Anyone 
requiring an auxiliary aid or service for e� ective 
communication or who has a complaint should 
contact Madeline M. Morey, � e Americans 
with Disabilities Act Coordinator, 410.386.3600, 
1.888.302.8978, MD Relay 7-1-1/1.800.735.2258 
or email mmorey@ccg.carr.org as soon as possi-
ble but no later than 72 hours before the sched-
uled event. 

� ree Boy Scouts from Troop 
268 picked up � ve bags of lit-
ter on their section of Green 
Valley Road on Sunday, June 
1st.  � ey earned several 
hours toward their advance-
ment by helping the Mary-
land State Roads “Adopt-A-
Highway” program.  Twins 
Benjamin and William Lock-
et along with Hope Bagu-
io spent several hours on a 
beautiful spring day helping 
the environment.   
Troop 268 of New Mar-
ket meets Wednesdays at 
7:30 p.m. at the Bush Creek 
Church of the Brethren at 
4821 Green Valley Road 
and welcomes visitors.  Call 
Scoutmaster Gary Streeton 
at 301-865-3593 or � nd BSA 
Troop 268 online.  
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•Community Calendar
•Business Directory
•Local News
•Restaurant Menus
•Valuable Coupons

www.mtairylinks.com

MTAIRY L INKS
c o n n e c t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s

LOCAL BUSINESS

Davidus Cigars…offering fi ne products and a cultural experience
By  James Mannarino

mands have made free time a scarce commodity.  
A leisurely read of the Sunday newspaper with a 
cup of co� ee on the porch, or enjoying a cocktail 
a� er work, or even getting into bed with crisp 
sheets, dried on a line in the sunlight, have all 
but disappeared from everyday life.  
However, there is a quiet move afoot in modern 
day America in which the � ner things of life 
are re-emerging.  Cra�  beers, � ne wines, fair 
trade co� ees, organic locally grown foods, ar-
tisan breads and pastries and many other such 
specialty goods are cropping up all around us…
and one surprising, but no less sophisticated ad-
dition to that list, is a � ne cigar.  Vendors are not 
just selling these specialized products, however; 
they are also o� ering a culture that accompanies 
the products; an environment in which to savor 
and enjoy them.  
� ink of Farmers Markets, co� ee shops, restau-
rants featuring farm to table local produce and 
meats…they all o� er an “experience”. � at is the 
case as well for Davidus Cigars, located in Ur-
bana and Frederick and several other locations 
throughout Maryland.  � e store o� ers � ne cigars 
and pipe tobacco but so much more, including 
lounges reminiscent of old English clubs, beauti-
fully furnished and welcoming to customers who 
want to just enjoy visiting with other customers 
and friends, while smoking a good cigar.  
Brother owners David and Steve Castro grew 
up in Montgomery County.  Steve attended St. 
John’s Military Academy and David Wootton 
High school in Rockville.  Each pursued his own 
path in life.  Steve at the Naval Academy,  serv-
ing as a pilot during the � rst gulf war, and ulti-
mately attending Texas A & M where he earned 
a Masters of Business Administration.  David 
attended St. Leo University where he earned 
his degree in Business Administration.  He then 

went on to New York City, where he worked at 
the American and New York Stock Exchanges, 
and ultimately started and sold 2 businesses…
each to serve the needs of those working in the 
Exchange.  By 1991, David met his wife Claire, 
who was from France, and living in New York.  
� ey were married, and decided to make their 
home in Frederick, MD.  It o� ered a lot of what 
they were looking for, and the scenery reminded 
Claire of her native France.  
David took a job working for Cellular One and 
by 1996 had built the market up.  He loved that 
job, but being an entrepreneur by nature, he was 
thinking about starting a new business.  He was 
just not sure what type of business.  He realized 
one day that he had to drive into DC to get a good 
cigar.   Since cigars are a real passion for him, he 
decided to go forward with a cigar store, and in 
October of 1996, he, his wife and one other em-
ployee opened the � rst Davidus Cigars on the 
Golden Mile in Frederick.  By 1997, they opened 
their second store in Potomac, which ultimately 
moved to Rockville and by 1998, they had an Ol-
ney store.   At this point, Steve had retired from 
the military, and the brothers, who say they ab-
solutely love working together, decided that Steve 
would join the company.   “It was one of the best 
decisions we ever made,” David said.  “We don’t 
have any of the problems people usually associate 
with running a family business.”  
Unlike most businesses, competition is not the 
biggest challenge the business faces.  Rather, the 
brothers say their biggest challenges are the con-
siderable regulations and red tape that exist in 
Maryland, and about which so many other busi-
nesses express concern and frustration.  “Even 
still, Senator David Brinkley has been fantastic,” 
David said.  “He really works hard to help our 
business and businesses owners like us to be able 

to focus on running our business”
Competition does exist, however, but oth-
er cigar stores seem to come and go.  � e 
brothers explain that � rst and foremost, 
their business is a retail business.  It has to 
be run that way.  “Many guys get into this 
business because they think it will be fun, 
but they don’t realize that running a busi-
ness is a whole lot more,” Steve explained.  
“We keep our eyes on providing excellent 
products and excellent services for our 
customers, as well as a very positive expe-

David Castro, Founder, Davidus Cigars � e Urbana Store

Over the last 30 years or 
so, the simple pleasures 
of life seem to have taken 
a back seat to the reality 
of hectic schedules.  Sin-
gle parent and two work-
ing parent homes, more 
and more opportunities 
for kids to get involved 
in sports, clubs, classes 
and other activities, plus 
ever growing job de-

Davidus brother owners David (L) and 
Steve (R) Castro DAVIDUS CIGARS | 10
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Tranquillity
at FREDERICKTOWNE
Assisted Living & Memory Care

A Compass Pointe Healthcare System Community

rience whenever they shop with us.”
�e biggest competition tends to be online, and 
that is di�cult to overcome.  So the focus of the 
business has become more about custom cigars 
that can’t be found anywhere else.  And that is how 
the brothers got into the cigar production end of 
the business.  A few years back, they decided to 
look into cigar production.  Some companies in-
terested in this process simply go with private la-
bels, meaning that a factory puts a private label on 
a cigar, but that same cigar could be sold to other 
retailers under a di�erent label.  Instead, with an 
interest in the cra� of cigar making, and a�er sev-
eral trips to South and Central America, they in-
troduced their own blends.  A unique blend is one 
that can’t be found anywhere else.  It is produced 
exclusively for and by that company.  �at is how 
the Castro Brothers Blue Ridge Madero line was 
born.  And since that �rst line, they continue to 
introduce new exclusive lines of cigars including 
their now famous line of Civil War cigars.   
Some of the lines they introduce can take up to 
a year to �nalize.  Last year, they introduced a 
breakfast cigar called Breakfast Bliss, one that is 

debuted last week and is already sold out.
As each cigar is developed, the brothers choose 
between three types of tobacco leaves to be used 
as �llers, including Volado, the mildest of the 
leaves which is taken from the bottom of the 
plant, to Seco which is taken from the middle of 
the plant and is medium in �avor, to the strong 
Ligero from the upper leaves.  �e �llers are 
then wrapped in a tobacco leaf that binds them 
together.  Most of the cigars at Davidus come 
from Nicaragua, �e Dominican Republic and 
Honduras.  �e quality of the cigars out of �e 
Dominican Republic now rival and even sur-
pass  the fabled Cuban Cigars, according to 
David. “Cuban cigar makers that have moved 
to �e Dominican Republic have perfected the 
art of making �ne cigars as well as growing �ne 
tobaccos,” David explained.  “�ere is no longer 
a need to �nd a Cuban cigar to enjoy that kind 
of �avor and quality”.  Cuban cigars are still 
banned in the USA due to the embargo dating 
back to 1960.  
�e stores also sell many other �ne brands, in-
cluding some that are very di�cult to obtain. 
(About 80% of the products they sell are from 
other manufacturers, but their own brands are 
growing in popularity very quickly)  Unlike 
most retail business lines, in which the produc-
ers try to get their products into as many outlets 
as possible, in the cigar business, the producers 
make a limited number of products, so they are 
very selective about the stores where they sell 
their brand. One such line is Diamond Crown.  
In addition to selling that line exclusively in 
this region, the brothers struck a deal with the 
company to create the Diamond Lounge.  �e 
company sponsors the lounges in Davidus Cigar 
shops, in exchange for the display of their logo 
and standards of excellence within the lounge 
area.  �at deal has now gone national and Di-

DAVIDUS CIGARS  (continued from p9)

One of the cigars o�ered in the 
Civil War line

not too strong 
as to overpow-
er the �avor 
of an espresso, 
but not to weak 
as to be lost 
while enjoying 
it with co�ee.    
�e latest line 
they are intro-
ducing is called 
Lord Balti-
more, which 

�e Lounge in the Urbana Store     

Lockers provided to customers 
within the lounges o�er space 
to store products

amond Crown has made similar partnerships 
with other cigar shops around the country.  
Other �ne lines the store carries include, but are 
not limited to Diamond Crown, Davido�, Pad-
ron, Romeo y Julietta, Montecristo and Fuente. 
�e prices at Davidus are reasonable.  Single ci-
gars, or “sticks’ as they are called, go for an aver-

age of $4 to $8 and can go up to $30 or more for 
very exclusive cigars.   �e store also sells �ne 
pipe tobaccos. �e design of each of stores is al-
most a work of art to behold.  Dark woodwork 
and �ne furnishings including some beautiful 

DAVIDUS CIGARS | 11
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as having �ve or 
more drinks of alco-
hol in a row within 
a couple of hours.  
Almost 10% of sev-
enth grade middle 
school students re-
ported having their 
�rst alcoholic drink, 
other than a few sips, 
before age 11 years, 
while 8% reported 

having at least one drink of alcohol on one or 
more of the past 30 days. 
Additionally, 27% of Frederick County High 
School students reported using marijuana one 
or more times during the last 30 days, while 24% 
of twel�h grade students surveyed reported they 
have taken a prescription drug (such as Oxy-
Contin, Percocet, Vicodin, Codeine, Adderall, 
Ritalin, or Xanax) without a doctor's prescrip-
tion one or more times during their life. 
In the area of teen sexuality, the survey revealed 
that the percentage of students who have ever 
had sexual intercourse was 36.5% in Frederick 
County compared to 39.1% throughout Mary-
land.  �e percentage of students who had sexual 
intercourse with four or more partners during 
their lifetime is 10% in Frederick County com-
pared to 12.3% throughout Maryland.
Among students who had sexual intercourse 
during the past three months, the percentage 
who drank alcohol or used drugs before their 
last sexual intercourse was 26.9% in Frederick-
County, compared to 24.0% in Maryland.  
Students who had been physically forced to have 
sexual intercourse when they did not want to 
was 9% in Frederick County (7.7% Male, 10.3% 
Female) compared to 10.8% throughout Mary-
land.    And among students who dated or went 
out with someone during the past 12 months, 
the percentage of students who had been forced 
by someone they were dating or going out with 
to engage in sexuality activity against their will 

one or more times during the past 12 months 
was 12.2% in Frederick County compared to 
11.7% through Maryland.  
�e percentage of students who describe them-
selves as gay or lesbian or bisexual was 6.3% in 
Frederick County compared to 9% in Maryland.  
�e survey also looked closely at the answers pro-
vided by those students who identi�ed as gay, les-
bian or bisexual.  Initial review of this data seems 
to indicate that these students were more likely to 
report engaging in risk behaviors in many catego-
ries that one would expect, but also in categories 
that are unexpected.  For example this popula-
tion was more likely to report feeling depressed 
or to attempt suicide, use alcohol and/or drugs, 
and were more likely to report being bullied com-
pared to those that identi�ed as “straight.” �is 
data is consistent with national data, however 
this population was also more likely to report that 
they did not eat any fruit, or have breakfast, in the 
last seven days, and were more likely to report 
drinking three or more cans/bottles of soda per 
day in the last seven days.
Finally, the study looked at depression and sui-
cidal ideations.   �e percentage of students 
who felt so sad or hopeless almost every day for 
two weeks or more in a row that they stopped 
doing some usual activities during the past 12 
months was 24.5% in Frederick County com-
pared to 27.0% in Maryland.  �e percentage of 
students who seriously considered attempting 
suicide during the past 12 months was 15.8% in 
Frederick County compared to 16% throughout 
Maryland.  
�e percentage of students who made a plan 
about how they would attempt suicide during the 
past 12 months was 12.1%, similar to the statistics 
for Maryland which are 12.5% in this category.
According to Andrea Walker, CPRP Director, Be-
havioral Health Services Division at the Frederick 
County Health Department, “for many of the sur-
vey questions, Frederick County youth seem to be 
below the State average which can be interpret-
ed as “good.”  However, to know that any of our 
youth have been forced to engage in sexual activ-
ity when they did not want to is alarming even if 

YOUTH RISK (continued from p1)

antiques abound in each of the locations.  And 
each store has a large humidor (rooms with con-
stant humidity that store and keep the cigars 
fresh) in which all of the brands can be seen and 
smelled.  �e fragrances in the stores are a mix of 
the pleasant aroma of �ne tobacco.
Sta� members at each shop are highly knowl-
edgeable and very service focused.   Each of the 
sta� has a passion for cigars and makes every 
customer feel as though they are the only person 
in the store.  And in each of the lounges, on any 
given day, one can �nd a wonderful mix of indi-
viduals from various walks of life…plumbers visit 
with physicians.  Attorneys enjoy conversing with 
contractors.  �e common bond between all of 
them is a love of �ne cigars.  Each visitor can ob-
tain a “locker” which is a drawer in a �ne piece of 
furniture designed to be a mini humidor to keep 
the cigars stored within them fresh. 
A unique feature at the Urbana store is an outdoor 
lounge.  Under wonderful shade trees behind the 
store, there is a secluded patio.  Customers enjoy 
sitting on the patio during beautiful weather, and 
some have even started the tradition of grilling 
on weekends, and enjoying meals together along 
with their �ne cigars.  �e cultural experience is 
rich with good friends and �ne o�erings.  
Looking back on their success since the business 
began, the Castro brothers attribute it to a hand-
ful of factors.  “We take our time in producing a 

�ne product and creating a nice environment for 
our customers.  And we are always fair and always 
honest with our customers,” Steve explained.  
“�at is what keeps people coming back”.  David 
also shared another secret to their success.  “We 
commit ourselves to the communities where we 
locate our businesses.   We participate in and sup-
port the local community events and give back to 
those communities,” he said.  
To �nd a location of a Davidus store, or to review 
the products they sell, visit their website at www.
davidus.com.  �e Urbana store is located in �e 
Turning Point center, just o� the circle at Route 
80 and Route 355.  �e address is 8925 Finger-
board Road, Urbana, Maryland 21704.  �e store 
can be reached at: 301-874-1100.  �e store’s 
hours are Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

the numbers are consistent across the State.  Ad-
ditionally, while adolescence can be a turbulent 
and emotional time, seriously contemplating and 
planning suicide is not normal,” she said.
If anyone suspects that a friend or loved one is 
suicidal, they should contact a doctor or mental 
health professional. �e Frederick County ho-
tline can help - 301-662-2255 or call 211.       
�e survey contains a signi�cant amount of in-
formation and it will take some time to review.  
Many questions asked on this survey have not 
been asked before, so the county is not able to 
determine if Frederick is faring better or worse, 
according to Walker.  However, this will give the 
county a baseline for any future surveys.
Addiction usually begins in adolescence. �e 
National Institute on Drug Abuse reports that 
67% of those who try marijuana for the �rst time 
are between the ages of 12 and 17 years. Walk-

er states that... “brain development continues 
throughout adolescents and into adulthood.  
Substance use during these years can have last-
ing impact.” A recent long-term study showing 
that regular marijuana use in the early teen years 
lowers IQ into adulthood, even if users stopped 
smoking marijuana as adults.  Prevention e�orts 
are therefore of primary importance—to stop 
drug abuse before it ever starts.  
For more information please contact Andrea 
Walker, Director, Behavioral Health Services 
Division at (301) 600-1755 or awalker@freder-
ickcountymd.gov.
To view the reports, go to:   http://
p h p a . d h m h . m a r y l a n d . g o v / c d p / D o c u -
ments/2013-YRBS-Frederick-HS-Risk-Behav-
ior-Sexual-Identity.pdf and http://phpa.dhmh.
maryland.gov/cdp/SitePages/youth-risk-survey.
aspx#frederick 

DAVIDUS CIGARS  (continued from p10)

Customers enjoy the unique patio lounge at the Urbana 
store.  Pictured (Le� to right) are: Pat Slattery, Brian 
Sheehy, Chris Murphy, Jake Boucher and Nate Hamm.
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TOWN OF MOUNT AIRY
PUBLIC NOTICE

CHARTER AMENDMENT

On June 2, 2014, the Town Council of the Town of Mount 
Airy adopted Charter Amendment Resolution No. 2014-1 
by a vote of a majority of its elected members to amend 
the Town’s Charter, Article V entitled “Registration, 
Nomination and Elections”, to add Section C5-12 entitled 
“Recall Elections” for the purpose of providing for a pro-
cess for recall of elected o�cials for cause by the citizens 
of Mount Airy before expiration of a term of o�ce.  A 
copy of the Charter Amendment Resolution is posted and 
available to the public for review at Town Hall.  Unless a 
petition signed by and bearing the name and residence 
address of 20% or more of the persons who are quali�ed 
to vote in municipal general elections requesting that 
the proposed amendment be submitted to referendum 
is presented to the Council or mailed to the Council by 
certi�ed mail, return receipt requested, bearing a post-
mark from the United States Postal Service on or before , 
July 12, 2014, the charter amendment will become e�ec-
tive on July 22, 2014.  Any such petition may be presented 
or mailed to the Council at Town Hall, 110 South Main 
Street, Mt. Airy, MD  21771.

SCHOOL NEWS & LOCAL HAPPENINGS
Linganore Wine
Cellars presents two 
great events 
Vine Rewind
Enjoy a weekend of wine, 70's 80's 90's 
Music, and over 30 art, cra� & food ven-
dors!
June 21, 2014 – June 22, 2014 all-day

Admission includes wine tasting, souve-
nir wine glass and winery tour.
Relax and picnic on our ground and en-

joy shopping wonderful vendors with art, 
cra�s and great food.
Saturday June 21: Regal Beagles and Spi-
ral Band  Sunday June 22: Wylde Fire and 
�e Real Geniuses
Plus, new this year…..do you own a classic 
car? Is your ride old enough to drink??? 
Bring up your RETRO RIDE and be part 
of our CLASSIC CAR show- the �rst 50 
classic cars will be able to park inside our 
festival grounds and their driver gets in 
free!
COST: $20/person Discounts for DD & 
Active Military To purchase advance tick-

ets vist: http://www.mdtix.com/linganore 
Linganore Wine cellars is located at 
13601 Glissans Mill Road Mount Airy, 
Maryland 21771

Summer is for Sangria: Wine and 
food pairing
�is is a Latin inspired pairing that will 
certainly make you want to dance with 
joy. Enjoy using the pairing ideas you 
gain all season long for your summer so-
cial gatherings. For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit: Linganorewines.
com   June 23 - 30, 2014.  Reservations 
recommended. 

Mount Airy 
Community Fireworks 
set for July 3rd  
Independence Day is just two weeks away 
and Mount Airy is proud to be host to the 
Second Annual Mount Airy Community 
Fireworks Celebration on �ursday, July 
3rd on the Volunteer Fire Company Activ-
ities Grounds at 5:00 p.m. A team of local 
business owners have coordinated another 
fantastic show for everyone again this year.  
�e �reworks show will have double the 
�reworks, and there will be twice as many 
food vendors, and increased portable re-
stroom facilities. 
�is year’s Independence Day theme is 
“old-fashioned fun”. Bring a chair and some 
lawn games if you wish. Corn Hole (game) 
will be provided again this year. �e line-up 
for bands includes: Outta the Blue, one of 
Maryland's most dynamic and entertain-
ing live acts, performing classic funk, rock, 
pop and jazzy songs, and Hot Tub Limo, a 
Maryland based band that has been playing 
3-4 nights a week in Maryland, Delaware, 
Virginia, Pennsylvania and DC region since 
2010. �ey are a very high energy group that 
loves to get the crowd involved in shows 
and have a great time on stage, performing 
rock, pop, hip-hop, punk and more!
�e event is made possible because of the 
multiple sponsors, volunteers and the 
Mount Airy Community Fund.

Petting Zoo in 
Ijamsville…celebrate 
Dairy Month
�rough June 29, 2014
Come and enjoy all the farm fun. Pet the 
animals and feed them. Take a hayride. 
Milk the cow. Watch pig races. Receive a 
free ice cream with every paid admission. 
Gates open at 9:30 a.m. weekdays; 10 a.m. 
weekends. Last admission at 2pm.  Green 
Meadows Petting Farm, 10102 Fingerboard 
Rd. 
Ijamsville, MD 21754.  For more informa-
tion call 301-865-9203 or visit: www.green-
meadowsevents.com/

Free summer reading 
fun at Frederick County 
Public Libraries
School’s out, and it is time for summer read-
ing fun!  For kids, there will be simple and 
fun activities and drawings for prizes.  For 
teens, there will be several activities plus 
drawings for gi� cards.To receive your game 
board and get entered into prize drawings, 
register online:    http://fcpl.org/programs/
summer-reading or at any Frederick County 
Public Library branch.  Summer Reading is 
a great way to stave o� “summer slide” and 
reward kids for reading and completing cool 
literacy activities.  Summer Reading is for 
kids and teens from 0-18. Register today!

Green Valley 
Elementary families 
post card summer
Families of kids at Green Valley Elementary 
School….are you taking any trips this 
summer?  If so, encourage your students to 
write postcards and send them to school at 
the address below.
�e school will display them on the bulletin 
board in the front hallway. It will be exciting 
to see and learn about all the places Green 
Valley friends visit over the summer!  Mail 
Post Cards to: Green Valley ES 11501 Fin-
gerboard Road, Monrovia, MD 21770 

Teen Leadership 
Camp, last chance to 
register June 20th
�e Chesapeake Bay Research Reserve-MD, 
Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary and Patux-
ent River Park are holding the 5th annual 
Teen Leadership camp this summer on the 
Patuxent River (Explore the Patuxent: Teen 
Leadership Paddle). �ere will be two ses-
sions this year. 
�e program is a �ve day (three night 
camping) program geared towards high 
school students that is designed to provide 
students an opportunity to participate in a 
weeklong exploration of the Patuxent Riv-
er while developing leadership skills that 
speci�cally pertain to issues a�ecting the 
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. �e 
week involves water quality testing, plant 
community studies, wildlife and �sheries 
data collection, and culminates in a presen-
tation to county and state leaders, family 
and friends. 
Registration Extended until JUNE 20th.  
Sessions are July 14-18th and July 28th –
August 1st.  �e program is for students 
grade 9-12 and no experience is required.  
For information or to register go to: www.
jugbay.org/education/teens or email Trys-
tan Sill at tsill@dnr.state.md.us or call 410-
260-8827 
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Legal Aid Bureau and Mental 
Health Association receive 
grants from Justice for All Fund
�e Legal Aid Bureau, 
Inc. received an $8,000 
grant from �e Bar As-
sociation of Frederick 
County Justice for All 
Fund, a component 
fund of �e Community 
Foundation of Freder-
ick County. �is fund 
provides grants to help 
ensure availability of 
competent legal repre-
sentation for Frederick 
County residents regard-
less of their ability to pay.   
In addition, �e Men-
tal Health Association 
of Frederick County re-
ceived a grant totaling 
$8,000 as well from the 
same Bar Association of 
Frederick County Justice 
for All Fund, a compo-
nent fund of �e Com-
munity Foundation of 
Frederick County. �e 
grant supports court ap-
pointed special advocates 
(CASA) to represent the 
best interests of children 
in the court system. 

Pictured is (le� to right) Ian Bartman, President of �e Bar Association of 
Frederick County and Nina Shore, Chief Attorney, Maryland Legal Aid.

Pictured is (le� to right) Paul Flynn, President-elect of �e Bar Association 
of Frederick County, Patricia Hanberry, Mental Health Association CEO, 
and Jennifer Fuss, CASA Program Manager.

Sweet Sounds of Summer…
presenting Sarah Grillo and Bob 
Rychlik in concert, this Saturday

�e fujara, the worlds largest overtone 
�ute, is almost 6 feet tall and is a folk in-
strument from Slovakia that was recog-
nized by UNESCO in 2005 as Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Bob Ry-
chlik fell in love with the fujara sound in 
1999 and has been playing it since then on 
world and domestic stages and festivals. 
Bob teaches fujara at workshops and at 

Presently, she plays the guitar, ukulele, and 
piano. She is looking to further her studies 
in music therapy in the next year and looks 
forward to graduating from college. 
�e concert is free and will be held on 
Saturday, June 21 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Mount Airy Town Hall, is made possi-
ble by the Mount Airy Arts Alliance the 
Mount Airy Arts Alliance. 

McDaniel College’s 
Common Ground 
on the Hill. He com-
poses for fujara and 
other instruments, 
is working on his 
second CD, and en-
joys playing acoustic 
blues at jams.
Sarah Grillo has 
been singing since 
before she can re-
member and study-
ing music since she 
was 9 years old. 

classical stu� and popular stu�.  �at’s how our en-
sembles are structured.”
“�ey can make a connection between what they’re 
hearing and seeing in their daily life and the ensembles, 
which is more of a social experience that draws them in 
and makes the music a part of their reality too.”
For Stapp and Mrs. Walschot-Stapp, the challenge 
of keeping students interested poses a bit of a prob-
lem.  “It’s an interesting contrast to what you see 
happening with facebook, video games, where ev-
erything is instant.  [Studying a classical instrument] 
grounds you in reality; this grounds you in the pres-
ent.”  For Stapp, this is one of the greatest bene�ts of 
learning a classical instrument.   “�e most import-
ant things, in the bigger picture, are the life lessons 
and the work ethic, and just realizing that you have 
to stick with something and be consistent.  �e best 
things usually come long term.”
As learning this instrument actively pushes against 
the instant grati�cation culture, Stapp also ac-
knowledges another major draw of �e Frederick 
String Initiative.  “It’s really important for kids to 
get a good foundation.  Kids need to get training 
from a professional instructor, especially with 
strings.  Teachers need a degree in performance or 
education in a speci�c instrument.”
Stapp has been teaching for 15 years, and supple-
ments his teaching with the occasional perfor-
mance, and with violin making.  “I don’t perform 
nearly as much as I used to,” he says, but most no-
tably performs with wife and co-founder Astrid, 
who plays and teaches the harp.  Stapp holds three 
degrees; a bachelors in violin/viola performance, a 
masters in viola performance, and an A.S. in violin 
making.  Astrid Walschot-Stapp holds a soloist and 
teaching degree as well.

Stapp’s violinmaking is part of what makes his studio 
so unique.  As with a vocal coach’s need to under-
stand the various ways in which the voice functions, 
Stapp is able to explain to his students how and why 
the violin functions.  In addition, if the instrument 
has an issue, he can help to �x and resolve said issue. 
�e Frederick String Initiative takes students of 
all experience levels and ages.  However, Stapp ac-
knowledges “for someone who has never played 
before, the ideal age is around 7.”  
“We spend a lot of time trying to lay a good founda-
tion for form,” continues Stapp.  “And anybody can 
achieve that.  And once they have the form, then 
they have the tools to go wherever they want to go 
with it.  My responsibility is to make sure that they 
have the best tools for the rest of their life, whether 
it’s for fun or to try to make it as a professional.”
Beyond teaching in weekly private lesson, Stapp ac-
knowledges that a student must be willing to ded-
icate themselves to practicing daily, regardless of 
their intentions for the instrument.  One of the most 
important aspects to teaching strings is “creating a 
culture at home of practicing daily,” says Stapp.  “[I] 
work with the parent to make sure [the student is] 
working at home daily, and not getting frustrated.”  
“It’s much easier to go and play a video game,” says 
Stapp.  “�ose are the things I compete against, the 
instant grati�cation things.”
Despite this concern, Stapp remains unhindered.  
“I’m always amazed how there’s always a pool of 
kids that want to learn these instruments, even if 
they have had very little exposure to it.  Some kids 
are just drawn to it.  �e majority of kids want to 
learn how to do it the right way, and if the process 
is made fun and not micromanaged, the kids will 
enter into it the right way, and willingly.”
For more information on �e Frederick String Initiative, 
please visit their website at www.frederickstringinitiative.
com.  

THE FREDERICK STRING  (continued from p7)

SCHOOL NEWS & LOCAL HAPPENINGS



PAGE 14 HOMETOWN OBSERVER  JUNE 19, 2014

Calvary Lutheran Church Vacation Bible 
School with unique “safety” features

�e annual Vacation Bible School at Cal-
vary Lutheran Church will be held July 21-
25, from 9 am - noon.  �is year’s theme is 
“Weird Animals, Where Jesus' Love Is One-
of-a-Kind.”  �e program is for children ages 
3 years through 5th grade.  
�e church has put a very special focus on 
providing a safe environment for each child.  
And this year, the safety focus expands to 
health issues.  A Youth Accommodations 
Coordinator works with the VBS Director 
and volunteer sta� to ensure the environ-
ment is inclusive for all children who at-

tend.  �e church sta� explains that their 
focus is not only on accommodating those 
with special needs, they also believe it is im-
portant to keep all children safe from any 
danger that may pose a risk to their physi-
cal and/or mental well-being.  Food allergies 
can be life-threatening. and not being able to 
eat the same food as their peers makes stu-
dents feel di�erent and not included. Being 
around unsafe food can be stressful as well.  
�erefore, the program strives to look at all 
the children with food allergies in VBS and 
come up with food plans that include all, 
provide maximum safety and are fun.  �e 
sta� plans snacks free of allergens and all 
participants will be served the same snack 
each day.  
Registration is now open. Sign up at www.
calvarylutheranmd.net or call 410-489-
5280.  �e church is located at 16151 Old 
Frederick Rd, Mt Airy (Woodbine exit o� 
I-70) 

FAITH MATTERS

A real life “Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory”:  Local man finds golden  
ticket to benefit local charity

�e Community Foundation of Frederick County 
held its annual Cornerstone Luncheon last week, 
and this year’s event was more fun than ever.  Each 
year, the foundation selects a fun theme for the lun-
cheon.   �is year’s was Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory.  Hershey Bars were made with special la-
bels just for the event, and one lucky person would 
�nd a golden ticket.  �at person was Cornerstone 
member Merle Guyton.     He found the “golden 
ticket” in his chocolate bar, giving him the oppor-
tunity to select a local nonpro�t to receive a grant.  
He chose �e Religious Coalition for Emergency 
Human Needs, which received a $1,000 grant from 
�e Community Foundation of Frederick County.
�e Community Foundation’s Cornerstone Society 
is comprised of people who have decided to entrust 
the Community Foundation with a charitable gi� 
that comes to fruition a�er their lifetime. �ese 
gi�s create funds that then provide scholarships 
to deserving students, grants to support local non-
pro�ts, or both. �ese gi�s are a way for someone 
to create a legacy and continue to positively impact 
Frederick County in perpetuity. �e Community 
Foundation carries out their charitable intentions 
exactly as those individuals wish.
Merle and Ruth Rebecca (Becky) Guyton of Mid-
dletown say they picked the Religious Coalition 
for Emergency Human Needs because they know 
people who are associated with the organization 
and believe they do great work.   Many are volun-
teers and Mr. Guyton explained that they thought 

Honduras.   Merle Guyton has traveled there 12 
times to help build homes for poor people there.   
He could not go on the last 2 trips because the US 
State Department has declared that part of Hondu-
ras the most dangerous place on earth, due to the 
having the highest rate of murder worldwide since 
2010.  �ey also help support schools in Honduras 
since going to school there does not guarantee edu-
cation for children.  It costs about $400 US to send 
a child to school for a year.  In addition, Mrs. Guy-
ton makes blankets that are sent around the world 
for those in need.  According to Mr. Guyton, one of 
her most prized possessions is a letter she received 
from the Hospital in Kabul, Afghanistan, acknowl-
edging that the children in the burn unit had re-
ceived her blankets.  “At our stage of life, we enjoy 
helping people to make their lives easier because 
there is so much need,” Mr. Guyton remarked. 
�e Cornerstone Society Luncheon is a way that the 
Community Foundation honors and thanks these 
visionary people, O�en times the theme comes 
out of the availability of a local group to provide 
entertainment, and this year, a group of elementa-
ry students from �e Banner School in Frederick 
performed. �eir spring play was Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, and they provided a 20-minute 
reprise of the play during the event.
To learn more about how the Community Founda-
tion impacts Frederick County, visit www.Freder-
ickCountyGives.org or call 301.695.7660.  

 Presenting the grant to Rev. Brian Scott (center) is Community Foundation 
trustee Cynthia Palmer (far right), and Rebecca and Merle Guyton (le�).

with a foster family for approximately 18 months, 
and then more abuse while transitioning home to 
her biological parents in the last 3 weeks of her 
life, abuse that ultimately resulted in her death.
Some local foster families and concerned citi-
zens have formed a group called Anayah's Advo-
cates.  �ey believe that something is drastically 
wrong with the entire child welfare and foster 
care system.   �ey question how a child could 
be returned to her biological parents simply be-
cause they had ful�lled the required check list 
for families to regain custody, but when so many 
people within the social services system knew 
the dangers she would face if she were returned 
home.  �ey believe the system is protecting bi-

ological parents, not the children who need pro-
tection the most. 
�e group says that in her short life, Anayah 
touched many people especially her Foster fam-
ily and they are hoping to bring about signi�cant 
changes in the Maryland child welfare system, 
changes that will protect children and ensure that 
no other child has to su�er abuse or even death, 
as Anayah has.  �e group believes this needs to 
become a national issue, and plans to work until 
laws are changed everywhere in the country. 
�is Saturday, Anayah’s Advocates are holding 
a “speak out” at Jimmie Cone in Mount Airy 
from  2:30  to 3:30/4 p.m.   �ere will be a bal-
loon release at 3 p.m. �e event will be the �rst 
of several monthly events planned to help bring 
awareness to the public and garner support for 
their e�orts to bring about change.  Community 
attendance is requested! 

AFTER CHILD'S DEATH 
(continued from p1)

Fairview Chapel Service, June 22nd

�e Fariview Chapel in New Market (just 
past Lake Linganore on Boyers Mill Road) 
will host Reverend Jack Gilbert to guide the 
Sunday evening services on June 22nd. He is a 
religious leader at New Life Christian School 
as well as the pastor at Foursquare Christian 

Church. �e school will provide special vocal 
and instrumental music as part of the service 
that evening.  Services are held every Sunday 
evening at 7 p.m. in the old chapel, which is 
lit only by candles. For more information call 
301-606-3094. 

the group could use the 
help.  “In our country, we 
see a wider and wider gap 
between the very rich and 
the very poor.   More and 
more people are homeless 
or living in poverty,” he 
said.  �e Guytons decid-
ed to establish a fund with 
the Community Founda-
tion about 14 years ago.   
�ey saw that the Foun-
dation did a good job 
helping many individuals 
in need and wanted to be 
a part of that help.   �ey 
are also involved in many 
other areas of service.  As 
members of the Middle-
town United Church of 
Christ, they have been 
involved in a mission to 
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OPINION

A case for Lake Linganore becoming a town
By  James Allen Schultz

As a new member of your Board of Di-
rectors I spent a good amount of time 
researching and talking to people about 
the possibility of incorporating the Lake 
Linganore community into a “town”. 
� ere was a lot of material to digest and 
strong opinions on both sides of the table. 
When it was all said and done, however, 
I concluded that Incorporation was (and 
is) probably the right thing for our com-
munity to do, and the reasons I came to 
that conclusion are something I hope to 
share with you today.
To start, let’s agree that Incorporation is a 
complex and scary subject. Most people, 
when � rst presented with the idea, tend 
to be wary of higher taxes and another 
layer of government (which in our case is 
a municipality or the ‘town’ of Lake Lin-
ganore at Eaglehead). � ere are good rea-
sons, however, for unincorporated areas to 
decide to self-govern, and in our case the 
most compelling reasons are listed below.

The Money
Every taxpayer who lives in LLA pays in-
come taxes. Most of those taxes are feder-
al, but a good chunk of that money goes to 
the state of Maryland. Did you ever won-
der where that money goes? Well, some 
of it stays in Annapolis, but a signi� cant 
portion is returned back to the “local 
government” where those taxpayers live. 
Since Lake Linganore isn’t [an o�  cial] 
town, that money goes to the County. 
While it would be nice to think that Fred-
erick County is taking that money (about 
a million dollars a year) and putting it 
right back into our streets and our other 
infrastructure, the reality is that doesn’t 
happen. Lake Linganore has always taken 
responsibility for ourselves, paid by the 
HOA dues from each homeowner. As a 
town, however, that money the County 
is receiving would come directly back to 
“us”, [the town of Lake Linganore] which 
is about 10 million dollars in the next 10 
years. It’s true the cost of being a town 

isn’t free, but based on the � ndings of the 
MIOC (who spent an exhaustive amount 
of time researching similar municipali-
ties across the state), something around 
80% of that money is still ‘net’ income to 
our community. � at’s 800k/year or 8M 
in the next decade that we can use (and 
will need) to maintain our roads and in-
frastructure. Now, here’s the kicker. A 
Reserve Study recently completed for the 
Lake Linganore Association shows that 
we should be putting $750k more per year 
into our reserves than we are right now, in 
order to maintain our infrastructure.  As 
an HOA that translates into a 24% increase 
in LLA dues for EVERY member. While I 
don’t have any reason to believe that the 
Board of Directors plans on raising dues 
anytime soon, you can only kick that can 
down the road for so long. On the other 
hand, the money we could receive if we 
were a town would largely eliminate that 
potential dues increase. In short, incorpo-
ration could “save” the residents of LLA 
money – not cost them money.
Finally, in addition to getting back the 
money we’re already paying, the town 
would also bene� t from the commercial 
tax base that will be created in the next 
decade as businesses are created with-
in the community at the “Town Center” 
near Oakdale High School. � is is even 
more revenue we give to the County if we 
don’t incorporate.

Respect
Okay, maybe ‘respect’ isn’t the right word, 
but as a town Lake Linganore will have ac-
cess to � nancial instruments (like bonds 
or low interest loans) and grants (free 
money) that we don’t have as an HOA. As 
a town we can also issue (and control) our 
own planning, zoning, and environmental 
impacts, ensuring our residents control 
how and what is built in our villages. We 
could also create our own public services 
(like a police force), but once again – the 
decision would be ours.

The private lake stays 
private
When I � rst started to research this is-
sue, my � rst question was ‘What about 
the lake?’ � e last thing I wanted (and I 
expect you are the same) is for Lake Lin-
ganore, our trail system, or any of our 
wonderful amenities to become pub-
lic.  Well folks, private stays private. � e 
HOA would stay in place and all of things 
we cherish about living here would stay 
ours. Making sure Lake Linganore stays 
‘private’ was the � rst and most important 
question the MIOC answered and if that 
were not the case this e� ort would have 
never gotten o�  the ground.

So what is the catch?
Well, there are a couple. First, someone 
has to run the place. We’ll need a Mayor 
and perhaps three Aldermen; also, we will 
probably need a town planner and some 
administrative sta� . � e money is there 
to pay for these positions (and much of 
what LLA does will transfer over, wash-
ing out a good bit of the cost), but we’ll 
still need people. It is my belief, however, 
that with a base of 8,000+ residents, we 
can � nd a few to stand up and serve. Who 
knows – it might be you. � e second 
‘catch’ is keeping the new government in 
check. � at can be mostly addressed in 
the Charter, but we’ll want to make sure 
that taxes can’t be raised and services cre-
ated unless we (the residents of Lake Lin-
ganore) approve them. Finally, it’s going 
to cost a few dollars to get us there. Given 
the bene� ts, however, it seems [to me at 
least] as money not just well spent – but 
well invested.

It starts with a petition
In the next few months, residents of Lake 
Linganore will be presented with an op-
portunity to sign a petition. � at petition 
has a single purpose: Allow this process to 
continue. Signing the petition does NOT 

make us a town. What it does, however, 
is allow us to create a Charter that will 
outline exactly what our town would look 
like and what powers would be granted to 
the governing body. � at Charter would 
then be brought to a vote and at that time 
you will decide if this is the right decision 
for your community. Without the peti-
tion, however, we’ll never get that chance.
So, regardless of where you are on this is-
sue, take the time to learn more and make 
the decision for yourself. A great deal of 
information is available at:
http://www.lakelinganore.org/munici-
pal-incorporation/
Further, the MIOC can be contacted with 
questions at llaincorporation@yahoo.
com, and there will be a series of work-
shops held throughout the community 
this summer. If you have questions or 
concerns, that’s okay (actually, it’s import-
ant to the process). What we shouldn’t let 
happen, however, is for this movement to 
fail simply because ‘status quo’ (the way 
things are) is an easier choice.

James Allen Schultz is a member of the 
Lake Linganore Board of Directors, and 
was elected at the May 2014 election.  He 
lives in Lake Linganore with his family and 
is the president and founder of James Allen 
Jewelry 

•••• ❦ ••••



PAGE 16 HOMETOWN OBSERVER  JUNE 19, 2014




