
    
 
 
 

“MOVING BEYOND THE BATTLE” 
 PURPLE AMERICA SUPER HERO CIVILITY CHALLENGE 

Social Studies or English/Language Arts 
LESSON PLAN 
Standards:  
Literacy: Research 1.8.9.B 
Literacy: Types of Writing 1.4.8.B 
Arts and Humanity: Visual Arts 9.1.9.B 
Social Students: Civic Participation 8.18 – 21 
 
Overview: 
Our country is founded on the principles of “Civility” and “Respect.”  Building upon America’s shared 
values that connect Americans, student will identify what those values mean and how they can be 
embodied in their school, community and country;  Explore opportunities to participate in the 
enhancement and restoration of civility, respect and doing the right thing within their schools and 
communities, thus becoming “nation builders.”   
 
Objectives: 
When this lesson is completed, students will: 

1. Have a clear understanding of “Civility” and what it means to live in a civilized society. 
2. Identify differences that have led to the lack of “Civility” in our communities, in our society. 
3. Understand their role and responsibility in restoring and maintaining a nation of “Civility” 

through character building, putting shared values-in-action on a daily basis. 

Length:  Approximately two 45 minute blocked periods (Modify as needed/desired.) 
 
Activities: 

1. Engage the class in a brief discussion on what “Civility” means to them.   Record responses.  
Ask 1 or 2 student volunteers to provide the class with the dictionary definition of “Civility.”  
Compare and contrast responses to develop a clear definition for student understanding. 

2. Provide each student with a copy of the Guide/Worksheet.  Divide class into 3-4 small groups 
and have them discuss the following questions, providing a short answer response for each. 
a. How does “Civility” look in your community? 
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b. Can there be “Civility” without values? 
c. What is an individuals’ role in “Civility”? 
d. What character traits, does one must have to enhance the maintenance or restoration of 

civility in their community? 
3. Engage the class in a brief discussion on what “Values” are important to “Civility” before 

viewing video.  Record several responses to be compared with responses that will be given 
after viewing the video. 

4. View the Punxsutawney “Dropping In” video which is on the www.purpleamerica.us website.   
a. For a deeper understanding of “Shared Values” guide a comparison/ contrast activity 

having students cite “Shared Values” in their neighborhood.   
5. Have students review the list of “Shared Values” documented on the website.  
6. Optional - Click on a “Value” and explain how you can put that “Value” into action through 

suggested projects or ideas for your school, community or America that can reflect that value.  
7. Create a character that will have those special traits to Restore Civility to a Broken Society. 
8. Create a mural showing what their community would look like if everyone practiced “Civility.” 

 

 
Extended Activities: 

1. Write letters to your local, state and/or national leaders, i.e. president, congressmen/women, 
city council members, mayor.  Talk about establishing “Civility” in your community and present 
ideas for their consideration. 

2. Create a class or school wide Chain of Character Traits that reflects the character traits of 
“Civility”.  Connect the links throughout the building. 

3. Establish a word wall in your school cafeteria that displays “Civility Character Traits” i.e. 
kindness, caring, respect, courage, strength, compassion, responsibility, patience, etc.   

Materials: 
1. Student Guide/Worksheet, Including questions for group work. 
2. Video Dropping In on Puxatawny – located on the www.purpleamerica.us website. 
3. Markers 
4. Poster board and/or Mural Paper 
5. Construction paper cut into strips for “Character Traits” word wall and “Chain of Traits” 

 
 

http://www.purpleamerica.us/
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 “MOVING BEYOND THE BATTLE” 
PURPLE AMERICA SUPER HERO CIVILITY CHALLENGE 

STUDENT GUIDE AND WORKSHEET 
     

 
 
1. Define “Civility” - _________________________________________________________. 

 
 

2. Use the following questions to engage in a brief discussion and provide a short answer for 
each. 

 
a. How Does “Civility” look in your community? 

  
b. Can there be “Civility” without values?  

 
c. What is an individual’s role in “Civility? 

 
d. What character traits does one have to embrace to enhance the maintenance or 

restoration of “Civility” in our society? 
 

 
3. Video Connection – What values are important to “Civility?” 

 
 
 

Heal the Land 
 

“Young Men Will Dream Dreams, Old Men Will Have Visions” 
 


