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On the SONY Alpha 3000:
(ISO) on the control wheel -> desired setting.
Or, MENU -> [Brightness/Color] -> [ISO] -> desired setting.

ISO: is the level of sensitivity of your camera to available light. 
The lower the ISO number, the less sensitive it is to the light, while a higher ISO number increases 
the sensitivity of your camera

There is no right or wrong way to take any given picture. The ISO, Aperture, and Shutter 
speed are just tools to be used in order to achieve a desired aesthetic effect.

For our purposes we will shoot in Manual Mode (M on the dial on the top right)

We will also shoot in Camera Raw.
On the SONY Alpha 3000: MENU -> [Image Size] -> [Quality] -> desired mode.



Aperture: a hole in your lens that you can make smaller or larger to control how much light 
enters your camera. 

When you hit the shutter release button of your camera a hole opens up that allows your cameras 
image sensor to catch a glimpse of the scene you’re wanting to capture. The aperture that you set 
impacts the size of that hole. The larger the hole the more light that gets in – the smaller the hole 
the less light. 

Aperture is measured in f-stops.

The size of the aperture effects how bright your image will be, as well as the depth of field.

Shutter Speed: is ‘the amount of time that the shutter is open’. In film photography it was the 
length of time that the film was exposed to the scene you’re photographing and similarly in digital 
photography shutter speed is the length of time that your image sensor ‘sees’ the scene you’re 
attempting to capture.

• Shutter speed is measured in seconds – or in most cases fractions of seconds. The bigger the 
denominator the faster the speed (ie 1/1000 is much faster than 1/30).

• In most cases you’ll probably be using shutter speeds of 1/60th of a second or faster. This is 
because anything slower than this is very difficult to use without getting camera shake. Camera 
shake is when your camera is moving while the shutter is open and results in blur in your photos.

• If you’re using a slow shutter speed (anything slower than 1/60) you will need to either use a 
tripod or some type of image stabilization (more and more cameras are coming with this built in).

Depth of Field (DOF) is that amount of your shot that will be in focus. Large depth of field means 
that most of your image will be in focus whether it’s close to your camera or far away. Small (or 
shallow) depth of field means that only part of the image will be in focus and the rest will be blurred.



On the SONY Alpha 3000: 

Setting the camera to Manual (M on the dial on the top right) allows you to control both
aperture (f stop) and shutter speed . 

Both are controlled by first clicking the control wheel on the bottom edge and then spinning it. 

Pushing the wheel toggles the two controls, showing you the one you have control over in yellow.
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