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Organizational Overview  
 
 
MISSION: 
 

Our mission is to open opportunities for life success by inspiring a commitment to reading amongst youth, adolescents 
and adults. 
 
We accomplish this by creating and supporting: 

 Targeted programs for underserved communities 

 Community learning forums 

 Community wide reading projects 

 Model reading programs 

 Networks for communicating about reading 
 
 
 

PURPOSE: 

 Our purpose is to make reading matter and to change the story for low-income kids and families in San Diego 
County. 

 
 
OUR VALUES: 

We Value… 

 Commitment: by pledging to make reading matter for everyone 

 Equity: by working to level the playing field 

 Empowerment: by investing in lifelong learners 

 Responsiveness: by listening to community needs and developing innovative solutions 

 Collaboration: by partnering with the community 

 Connectedness: by creating a familial environment that includes all Words Alive participants and supporters 

 
 
WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO: 

 The Achievement Gap 

 Literacy is a life-saving intervention 

 Literacy as a community movement 
 
 
 
VISION: 
Our vision is to create a community where: 

 The passion for and sharing of reading provides a common language for all people;  

 Individuals are widely encouraged to cherish the intrinsic value of reading;  

 The varying elements of the community—political, social and corporate—use literature as a springboard for 
communication amongst themselves and between each other;  

 People look to reading as a key to success in the social, educational and personal and career growth arenas; and  

 Existing vehicles of communication and interaction—media, internet, civic groups incorporate literature and its 
lessons as a matter of course.  
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WORDS ALIVE PROGRAMS: 
Words Alive offers three types of programs within San Diego County: Read Aloud Programs; Early Learning Intervention 
& Rolling Readers; Family Literacy; and Teen Services. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WORDS ALIVE PROGRAMS BREAKDOWN: 
 
Read Aloud Programs: 
 

Preschool Read Aloud Program 
Preschoolers in our Read Aloud program come from economically disadvantaged families and are rarely read to at home. Trained volunteers help 
prepare them to meet California State kindergarten preparedness standards by conducting weekly half-hour read-aloud sessions at state-funded 
childcare centers. The sessions are designed to help participants develop cognitive and verbal skills and a love of reading and books and include 
enrichment activities.  
 
Elementary School Read Aloud Program: 
Our Elementary School read-aloud program focuses on kindergarten through third grade education in low income communities across San Diego 
County. This program motivates children to develop a passion for reading and literature. Every week, dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers, devote 
their time reading to children in the classroom. These sessions go far beyond just reading a story, creating life-long readers and life-long learners. 
 
 

Family Literacy: 
 

Each group of parents attends six workshops, receiving approximately ten hours of parent education, on topics of early literacy development in 
preschool age children. Each workshop includes a tailored information session and skill building exercises for parents, group story time, and guided 
activities for parents and children. 
 
 

Teen Intervention: 
 

Adolescent Book Group (ABG) 
Our ABG students have all experienced extraordinary circumstances, including pregnancy, homelessness, abuse and neglect and many live below 
the poverty line. Each month, the students at our partner sites are given a book to read and discuss during the monthly (or every six-weeks), 60-
minute ABG session. Trained volunteers facilitate the sessions which are designed to engage the teens, build self-esteem, confidence and critical 
thinking skills, and help them relate to real-life situations through reading and discussion. 
 
Words Alive Westreich Scholarship & Mentor Program 
We are proud to offer a scholarship program that assists our Adolescent Book Group graduates with college tuition and other related expenses. 
Our goal is to break the cycle of poverty by providing our students with the opportunity to pursue higher education. Participants in the scholarship 
program also participate in our Mentor Program. 
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Read Aloud Program Purpose and Objectives:  
 
 

WHY READ ALOUD? 
Reading aloud is rewarding for both reader and listeners. Regular reading experiences inspires children to explore books 
on their own and become readers themselves. There are many other important benefits reading aloud can give to 
children: 
 
 It activates the imagination 

 It imparts conceptual knowledge (colors, shapes, sounds, letters, numbers) 

 It awakens children to new ideas and cultures  

 It enables a sense of curiosity and critical thinking skills, as well as self-identity and individual interests  

 It gives children information and understanding about their world 

 It increases attention spans and listening comprehension 

 It offers children new vocabulary and other tools for self-expression 

 It inspires children to read on their own 

 
WHY DOES LITERACY MATTER?  
Literacy is a fundamental skill needed for life success. We use the ability to read to advocate and provide for ourselves, 
and research has consistently highlighted the connection between low literacy development and a life of hardship.  
 
Here are a few statistics:  

 43% of people with the lowest literacy skills live below the poverty threshold. (National Institute for 
Literacy) 

 50% of adults in federal and state correctional institutions are illiterate and two thirds have not 
graduated high school. (Making Literacy Programs Work: A Practical Guide for Correctional Educators) 

 One of the strongest indicators of a child’s future literacy capability is his mother’s level of literacy 
proficiency. Seventy percent of welfare mothers score within the lowest two reading proficiency levels. 
(The State of Literacy in America). 

 A child from a low-income family has been read to an average of 25 hours before entering first grade, 
compared to her middle-income classmate who has been read to an average of at least 1000 hours. 
(MacQuillan, Jeff. The Literacy Crisis: False Claims, Real Solutions) 

 
WHAT DOES THE READ ALOUD PROGRAM DO FOR PARTICIPANTS?  
Rolling Readers volunteers expose economically disadvantaged children, who are read to less often at home than their 
economically advantaged peers, to the joy of reading. Exposure to books and read aloud sessions with volunteers also 
help children sharpen the early literacy skills needed to learn to read successfully. These skills are outlined by the State 
of California Department of Education and include:  

 
 An positive attitude towards books 

 Word Knowledge  

 Concepts of print 

 Phonological awareness  

 Exposure to diverse literature  
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What are Preschool Children Like?  
 
A child entering the preschool years is growing and learning at a fast pace; he's excited and challenged by the new world 
he's discovering. Along with physical changes, toddler ways of thinking and interacting are also changing. The 
preschooler has a lot to say; he talks a great deal and curiosity leads him to ask many questions. During the fourth and 
fifth year, he becomes a more independent, more self-reliant, more socially adept child who is aware of himself as part 
of an expanding social circle of relatives, friends and peers at preschool. These abilities, however, are still in the process 
of developing, and the preschooler appears steadier than he really is.  
 
The milestones listed below are approximate times when certain abilities are observable. There is no fixed timetable for 
acquiring abilities or for confronting different challenges. There's a wide range of what's considered "normal." Every 
child grows and adjusts to the world at his or her own pace. 

Cognitive Development—Making New Connections  

The thinking of children at this age is still tied to the concrete; they are not yet aware of concepts such as change over 
time and have little idea of the true meaning of killing or dying. At times they will confuse fact and fantasy. 

Milestones 
Between four and five years the child can: 

 learn to sort objects by shape, color and size; similarities and differences 

 count four objects 

 draw a square and some capital letters 

 draw a human figure with a head, body, arms, legs and perhaps five fingers 

 know his age 

 know simple opposites 

 know about the seasons and related activities 

 know at least four colors 

Language and Communication—Language is Power 

Between four and five the child's ability and desire to communicate expand rapidly. He likes to experiment with new 
words and asks numerous questions.  

Milestones 
By four years the child can: 

 use connected sentences 

 tell experiences or simple events in sequence 

 reproduce short verses, rhymes, songs from memory 

 speak clearly 

 argue with words 

 use jokes and silly language 

 use sentences of at least five words 

 act out simple stories 

 in conversation, can answer questions, give information, repeat, convey ideas 

 ask why, when, how, where questions 

 understand implications of key words such as because 

 follow three unrelated commands 

 understand comparatives such as pretty, prettier, and prettiest 

 listen to long stories, but may misinterpret the facts 

 understand sequencing of events 
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What is expected of children in grades K-3rd? 
 

COMMON CORE EDUCATIONS STANDARDS: 
 
The Common Core focuses on developing the critical-thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills students will need to 
be successful. 
 

 
KINDERGARTEN 
 

 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

 Tip: Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text 

 Tip: Use illustrations to ask students describe the story 
 

 Retell familiar stories, including key details. 

 Tip: Discuss common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems, fantasy, realistic.) 
 

 Identify characters, settings, and major events in story. 

 Tip: Name the author and illustrator of a story and discuss the role of each in telling the story.  

 Tip: Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories.  
 

 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding:  

 Tip: Introduce the book to activate prior knowledge related to that information and events in texts 

 Tip: Use illustrations and context to make predictions about the text. 

1ST GRADE 
 

 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

 Tip: Identify words and phrases in stories of poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses. 

 Tip: Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.  
 

 Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson. 

 Tip: Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, drawing 
on a wide reading of a range of texts types.  
 

 Describe characters, setting, and major events in a story using key details. 

 Tip: Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text.  

 Tip: Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories 
 

 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

 Read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1:  

 Tip: Activate prior knowledge related to the information and events in a text. 

 Tip: Confirm predictions about what will happen in a text. 
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2ND GRADE  
 

 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding 
of key details in a text. 

 Tip: Discuss how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, and repeated lines) supply 
rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song. 

 Tip: Use illustrations and words to discuss its characters, setting, or plot.  
 

 Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, 
lesson, or moral.  

 Tip: Discuss the structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the 
ending concludes the action.  

 
 Discuss how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.  

 Tip: Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different 
voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud.  

 Tip: Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Use various versions of The 
Three Little Pigs) by different authors or from different cultures.  

 
 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry at a second grade 
level.  

 Tip: Ask why and how questions to determine reading comprehension. 

 
3RD GRADE 
 

 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text as the basis for the answers.  

 Tip: Discuss the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from 
nonliteral language. 

 Tip: Discuss how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a 
story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting).  

 
 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central 

message, lesson, or moral and discuss how it is conveyed through the key details in the text.  

 Tip: Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems to discuss the text, using terms such as chapter, scene, 
and stanza.  

 
 Discuss characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 

contribute to the sequence of events.  

 Tip: Discuss the students’ point of view that of the narrator or those of the characters.    

 Tip: Discuss the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same of 
similar characters (e.g., in books from a series). 

 
 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at a third 
grade level. 

 Tip:  Ask why and how questions to determine understanding of literature.  
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Read Aloud Program: 
 
Preschool Read Aloud: 

 Program year runs October- May  

 Commitment:  Once per month or bimonthly   

 Book titles are pre-assigned and provided for you for each session  
o California State Standards  
o Teacher Input  

 Enrichment guides are given to help enhance the session   

 Total session time 30 min 
 

 
Elementary Read Aloud: 

 Program year runs October- May for traditional schools or October – June for year round schools  

 Commitment:  Sessions are once per week, varying times depending on selected site  
 

Read Aloud Elementary Tracks: 
1. Traditional Program (no longer recruiting volunteers for) 

a. Volunteers pick out book(s) they would like to read each session  
 

2. Elementary School Read Aloud Program (volunteer positions available) 
a. Book titles are pre-assigned and provided for you for each session  

i. Summer Curriculum Development Team  
ii. Common Core 

iii. Science and Social Studies Requirements  
b. Integrative Strategy guides are given to help enhance the session  - Sessions 30 min  

 
3.  Elementary School Small Group Read Aloud Program (volunteer positions available) 

a. Group read aloud (20min) 
b. Small group break out centers (15 min each) 

i. Groups of 4-6 students rotate through, working with volunteer to critically analyze text 
read aloud 

c. Total session time: 90min  
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The Words Alive Way: Program Delivery 
 

The following process is the approved method of program delivery. 
 

Pre-Session  
 Sign in as a school visitor  

 
 Familiarize yourself with the book(s) you will be reading 

(book bin)  
o Books will be available to review on site, in various locations.  

The books will also be available at the Words Alive office, as 
well as your local library. 

 Review Integrative Strategy guide or Enrichment Guide (example on 
page 13)  

 Put on Words Alive name tag            
 

 

Session  

 Walk into classroom, on time 

 Acknowledge the teacher and teaching aids to let them know you are 
there to read  

 Introduce yourself and remind kids that you are from Words Alive 

 Begin with components of book and prep questions 

 Read book aloud to children in an energetic manner and enrich through 
activities provided by Words Alive or through your own methods that 

engage the students  

 Follow-up book with post reading questions  

 Thank the students and teachers for letting you come into their 
classroom 

 Enter into next classroom and repeat the process (if applicable)            
 
 
Post-Session 

 Return books and name tag to book bin  

 Sign out in office  

 Complete the electronic evaluation sent to you by 
email   

 
 
Post-Program Year 

 Fill out post-program evaluation 
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Frequently Asked Questions                             
 

 

What should I wear to my site? 
Please wear comfortable, casual clothes and modest accessories. To minimize distractions, please do not bring any 
personal items with you into the classroom and turn off your cell phone (or leave it in your vehicle in a secure location 
during your scheduled reading time).  
 
 
Will there always be a teacher in the room? 
Yes! Since Words Alive volunteers are not school staff, a teacher should always be in the classroom during reading 
group. Volunteers are not allowed to be left alone with students. If you find your read aloud session unsupervised, 
report this to your site chair immediately after the session. 
 

 
What do I do if I see any form of abuse?  
Write down exactly what you saw, including where you were, when the incident occurred, and what adults were nearby. 
Please immediately provide this written account to the Words Alive RR program manager.  
 

 
What is and is not acceptable to discuss? 
Our program participants and their teachers come from very diverse backgrounds, so please be careful when making 
comments regarding family structure, class, religion, race, etc.  

 
 
Why read from an assigned book?  
Volunteers read pre-assigned titles from a curriculum developed by Words Alive. The books are aligned to each 
teacher’s teaching plans, curriculum and San Diego Unified School District’s reading guidelines.  
 
 

What should I do if my partner is late or does not show up?  
If you are running late, please give your partner a call to let them know. It is very important that Read Aloud sessions 
start and end on time, therefore if your partner is running late, please start the session as usual. We suggest taking both 
books with you to the classroom – if your partner is just a few minutes late, they will likely have time to familiarize 
themselves with the second book while you begin the first. If your partner does not show up, please read both books to 
the class. 
 
 

What if I am unable to attend my scheduled reading session? 
Please remember that the children look forward to the days when volunteers come to read and can become disrupted 
by frequent changes in the volunteer rotation.  However, we understand that emergencies do occur. If you are unable to 
read for any reason, please contact your team and Program Manager by email as soon as possible. Contact information 
for your team and site manager is included on the information sheet for your specific school site and on the last page of 
this handbook.  

Here’s that protocol:  

1. Contact your team by email as soon as possible. Let them know what session date you need a substitute for and let them 
know if you prefer to swap weeks with another reader, or just need someone to step in for you. Please CC the Read Aloud 
program manager on your email to the team so that we can help prompt responses, if necessary.  

2. If you receive an email soliciting a substitute from a teammate, please respond promptly to let them know if you can or 
cannot read in their place, and CC the rest of the team so that everyone stays aware of substitute needs.   

3. If you experience an emergency shortly before your session begins, please call the Words Alive office at (858) 274-9673. 
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How to Be an Engaging Reader  
 
Our goal as volunteer readers for the Read Aloud program is to inspire a love of reading by making each read-aloud book 
experience a positive one. We accomplish this by making the stories come alive through our enthusiasm and by openly 
encouraging the children’s participation. Below are some guidelines for how to do this.  
 
Most importantly, when it comes to reading aloud to children - remember the rule of three:  

1. Read Slowly  
2. Read Clearly  
3. Read with Expression  

 
HOW CAN I BE AN ENGAGING READER? 
 
When you read, you are a model for your listeners. They will feel your enthusiasm and joy for reading, and they will 
share it as you read. So, the most important guideline in reading aloud is to have fun and enjoy yourself! 
 
 
BEFORE YOU READ 
 
Before you read, take several minutes to prepare your read-aloud selections in advance. Make a note of: 
 

 Enrichment and Integrative Strategy  ideas available on the Words Alive website on in book bin  

 Places where the children might participate 

 Broad general themes that can be discussed before or after you read 

 Difficult or new vocabulary words 
 
 
SITTING DOWN TO READ 
 

 Have your listeners sit fairly close in a comfortable space. Sit in a place where all the children can hear you well 
and see the details in the pictures.  

 Be sure you are comfortable and can move freely.  

 It is important to hold the book up as you read to the children so they can see the pictures and words.  

 Introduce the book you will read. You might try creating a “bridge” to the story by discussing words or ideas 
from the story.  Model a think-a-loud.  

 
 
For example: 
 

 Use the cover to predict what the story is about. 

 This story takes place in China. Does anyone know where China is? 

 This story is called “Grandfather’s Journey.”  What is a journey? Have any of you ever been on a journey? 

 What do you think the book will be about? 
 

 
 
Remember to limit the number of responses to your questions so you will have time to read! 
 
 



Read Aloud Volunteer Handbook  

11 

 

 
 
READING ALOUD 
 
At last, you’ve gotten everyone seated, introduced your book, and explored some of the ideas in the book. You are now 
ready to start reading aloud. 
 

 Read clearly and with expression.   

 Read slowly enough for children to picture your words in their imaginations.   

 Maintain frequent eye contact with the children as you read to engage them and help them stay involved. 
 

 
The students will enjoy the language and experience of having a story read to them. If it is appropriate, stop a few times 
to discuss words or pictures, explain a reference, or to anticipate what will happen next. However, try not to break the 
flow of the story by playing “teacher.” Questions should come before or after you read the story. 
 
You can liven up your reading session as much or as little as you like by varying your tone and pace with the action of the 
story, for example, speed up and read louder when “the chase is on,” or slow down and drop your voice when you’re 
building suspense. 
 
 
AFTER READING ALOUD 
 
This is a good time to ask questions about the book. Broad-based, open-ended questions encourage a variety of 
responses and facilitate thinking on the highest levels. Try to give all the children a chance to respond but stay on track. 
Here are some kinds of questions you can ask: 
 

 Is the story fiction, a make-believe?  Or, is the story non-fiction, true information that gives you facts to explain 
something?  If fiction, what happened in the story that could not have happened in real life? 
 

 What do you think was the author’s message to the reader?  What did he want us to think about? 
 

 What was the lesson or moral of the story? 
 

 Choose a vocabulary word from the book, have students infer the definition by using the illustrations and/or 
context clues.  

 

 What part of the story did you like best? Why? 
 

 Did this story end the way you expected it to? What in the story made you have those expectations? 
 

 What would you have done if you were (story character)? 
  

 Think of a different ending to the story. How would the rest of the story have changed to fit the new ending? 
 

 Where does the story take place? Tell about it. 
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DO’S AND DON’TS OF READING ALOUD 
 

DO: 

 HAVE FUN! 

 Be very expressive when you read 

 Take time to show the pictures. After reading each page, fan the book and scan 
the children’s view. See example at right.   

 Encourage your listeners to participate 

 Use the educational enrichment activity ideas provided for you 

 Bring in pictures and other props that relate to what you’re reading 
 
       DON’T: 

 Rush 

 Read above your listeners’ emotional level 

 Read in a monotone voice or keep your face in the book 

 Allow a child to disrupt fellow students. If this happens, politely ask for quiet so everyone can hear and be sure 
the teacher is there to handle disciplinary problems 

 
 

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT FOR ENRICHMENT  

Words Alive keeps a copy of every 
title listed on the RR reading list for 
the pilot programs in the office. 
Please feel free to stop by anytime to 
preview a future book and/or speak 
with the RR Program Manager about 
ways to enrich the story. You can also 
find a link to the RR Enrichment 
Guides on the Words Alive website! 
This guide contains an explanation of 
the kinds of questions to ask, and 
specific ideas for every title included 
in the RR pilot curriculum. 
Integrative Strategy guides for titles 
on the reading list are located under 
the “Current Volunteers” section of 
the “Volunteer Portal” tab. The 
image to the left shows the website 
path to these resources.  

On this same page of the website you can access the RR reading list, showing which books will be read on specific dates!  

If participating in the Pilot Program, you will receive a reminder email the Monday before your upcoming RR session. 

This email will include links to the reading list and enrichment guide.  

ALSO, DON’T FORGET THAT BOOKS ON THE READING LIST ARE AVIABALE THROUGH THE CITY AND COUNTY LIBRARY! 
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Example Book Integrative Strategy Guide  

Read Aloud: Integrative Strategy Guide  

Title:   The Tree Lady 

Author:    H. Joseph Hopkins 

Illustrator:  Jill McElmurry 

Themes: Nature, Trees, Development of San Diego 

Vocabulary: Soil, Microscope, Gardener, Magnificent 

  

I. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 
a. Use the title and cover to predict what the story is about. 

 
b. Model a think-aloud strategy for the students: “I wonder who this lady is?  I wonder why she is called The 

Tree Lady?   
        I wonder why she looks so relaxed and happy? 

 
 

II.   INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
POST READING DISCUSSION:  

 

 Ask students if they have ever been to Balboa Park by a show of hands. 
 

 Why do you think Kate is called the mother of Balboa Park?  What does that mean? 
 

 Reread p. 3.  It says that Most girls were discouraged from studying science.  What do you think 
discouraged means?  Why?  Is there a part of the word that you recognize? (courage) 

 

 While still on p.3, have students make observations/comparisons about the clothing then and now.  
From p. 1 we learned that this is during the 1860s.  Help students understand how long ago that is 
from now. 

 

 Reread p. 21.  Explain the significance of the 1915 date and next year’s 2015.  Ask students to 
predict what kinds of events might happen. 

 

 The author chose a special writing style to help us understand how different Kate was in so many 
good ways.  Reread the last sentence on each page.  Have students recognize the recurring final 
sentence style and discuss why it contributes deeper meaning to understanding Kate as a contrast. 

 

 What do you think was the author’s message to the reader?  What did he want us to think about? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Read Aloud Volunteer Handbook  

14 

 

Accessing the Words Alive YouTube Channel  
 

Read Aloud program readers can access resources on the Words Alive YouTube Channel!  
On the channel, you will find three content playlists specific to the Read Aloud program: 

 Read Aloud Reading List containing videos of each book on the reading list read aloud., and  

 Best Practices containing short tutorials on effective techniques for supporting literacy development while 
reading aloud. 

 Songs and Finger plays containing examples whose content lends itself to books on the reading list. 
 

Steps to Access the Words Alive YouTube Channel 

A. Visit www.youtube.com and search “Words Alive Literacy”  
B. Click on Words Alive Literacy channel  
C. Click on “videos” to browse our library   
D. Or, select “playlists” from the drop down menu to navigate topics (Reading list, Best Practices, etc.)  

 
 

 

 
 

B 

A 

C 

D 

http://www.youtube.com/
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Read Aloud Book Giveaway: 

Books are crucial to a child’s later success. Without a print-rich environment, both in school and at home, a 

child’s reading achievement flounders. In fact, the ONLY variable that directly correlates with reading scores is 

the number of books in a child’s home. Through our Book Giveaway, Words Alive is working to help each child 

build their home library. 

 Twice each year, children in the Read-Aloud program receive a brand new, high quality book.  For many of 

these children, it is the first book they have been given and can call their own. Book ownership encourages 

children to share stories outside the classroom with their siblings, parents and friends 

 Words Alive, through the Read Aloud Program, distributes more than 12,000 books each year through the 
Book Giveaway and other efforts. 
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What is the best fit for you within the Read Aloud Program? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How often would you like 

to volunteer for the Read 

Aloud Program? 

Weekly  Twice per 

Month  
Monthly  

How long of a session 

would you like to volunteer 

for? 

 

30 

MIN  

PRESCHOOL READ 

ALOUD PROGRAM  

(30 Min. Session) 

Do you want to read with 

a partner or alone?  

Partner 

Reading  
Solo 

Reading  

Elementary School Read Aloud 

Program (Ages 5-9) 

 

Preschool Read Aloud Program 

(Ages 3-5) 

 

90 

MIN  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

READ ALOUD PROGRAM   

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

SMALL GROUP READ 

ALOUD PROGRAM   
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Read Aloud Program Sites 
School Address Part of Town 

Anza Elementary School 1005 S. Anza, El Cajon, CA 92020 El Cajon 

Bay Point SPK 2850 Wasp Way, San Diego, CA 92106 Point Loma 

Bayview CDC 2485 Felspar, San Diego, CA 92109 Pacific Beach 

Burbank Elementary School 2146 Julian Avenue, San Diego, CA 92113 Logan Heights 

Chase Ave Elementary 195 E. Chase Ave, El Cajon, CA 92020 El Cajon 

Col. Salomon CDC 1789 State Street, San Diego, CA 92101 Little Italy 

Dewey CDC 3251 Rosecrans Place, San Diego, CA 92110 Point Loma 

Doris Miller Elementary 4343 Shields St., San Diego, CA 92124 Tierrasanta  

Edison Elementary  4077 35th St. , San Diego, CA 92104 City Heights 

Emerson/Bandini  Elementary 3510 Newton Street, San Diego, CA 92113 Golden Hill/South Crest 

Euclid CDC 4141 Menlo Ave., San Diego, CA 92105 City Heights 

Fay Elementary 4080 52nd Street, San Diego, CA 92105 City Heights 

Felicita Elementary School 737 West 13th Avenue, Escondido, CA 92025 Escondido 

Franklin Elementary 4481 Copeland Ave, San Diego, CA 92116 Kensington 

Freese Elementary  8140 Greenlawn Dr., San Diego, CA 92114 Encanto 

Garfield CDC 4460 Idaho Street, San Diego, CA 92116 University Heights 

Golden Hill K-8 1240 33rd St., San Diego, CA 92102 Golden Hill 

Golden Hill SPK 1240 33rd St., San Diego, CA 92102 Golden Hill 

Harriet Tubman Charter 6880 Mohawk St., San Diego, CA 92115 City Heights 

Herbert Ibarra Elementary 4877 Orange Ave, San Diego, CA 92115 City Heights 

Jefferson Elementary 3770 Utah St., San Diego, CA 92104 North Park 

John Adams Elementary 4672 35th St., San Diego, CA 92116 North Park 

Kennedy CDC 4715 T. Street, San Diego, CA 92113 Lincoln Park 

Linda Vista Elementary 2772 Ulric St., San Diego, CA 92111 Linda Vista 

Logan Elementary 2875 Ocean View Blvd, San Diego, CA 92113 Logan Heights 

Loma Portal HS 2906 Cadiz Street, San Diego, CA 92110 Point Loma 

McGill SOS 3025 Fir Street, San Diego, CA 92102 Golden Hill 

Miller HS 4343 Shields St., San Diego, CA 92124 Tierrasanta  

Monarch School 1625 Newton Ave. , San Diego, CA 92113 Barrio Logan 

Normal Heights Elementary 3750 Ward Rd., San Diego, CA 92116 Normal Heights 

Oak Park Elementary 2606 54th St., San Diego, CA 92105 Oak Park/Cholla Creek 

Perkins Elementary 1770 Main Street, San Diego, CA 92113 Barrio Logan 

Porter Elementary 445 S. 47th Street, San Diego, CA 92113 Lincoln Park 

Walker CDC 9245 Hillery Drive, San Diego, CA 92126 Mira Mesa 

Washington Elementary  1789 State Street, San Diego, CA 92101 Downtown San Diego/Little Italy 

Webster Elementary 4801 Elm St., San Diego, CA 92102 Webster 

 
Map of sites:  http://www.zeemaps.com/view?group=1575456&x=-117.167766&y=32.816547&z=7 
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VOLUNTEER PLACEMENT PROCESS 
 

 Turn in Words Alive volunteer application 
 

 Obtain a background check 
 

 Obtain TB Test (good for up to 4 years) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Read Aloud Program Contacts:  
 

Read Aloud Program (RAP) Program Contact Information 

Words Alive Staff Position Email  Phone 

Patrick Stewart Executive Director  patrick@wordsalive.org  (858) 274-9673 

Carter Anderson   Read Aloud Programs Manager  carter@wordsalive.org  (858) 274-9673 

Chrissy Green Califf  Operations Director  chrissy@wordsalive.org  (858) 274-9673 

Vichittra Chaleune Associate Program Manager Vichittra@wordsalive.org (858) 274-9673 

Amanda Birmingham Bonds Family Literacy Program Manager  amanda@wordsalive.org   (858) 274-9673 

Nicole Daniel Development Director nicole@wordsalive.org (858) 274-9673 

Teddy Ecke Development Associate  teddy@wordsalive.org (858) 274-9673 

Theresa Tolentino  ABG & WAWS Program Manager theresa@wordsalive.org  (858) 274-9673 

Christina Meeker Administrative Assistant  christina@wordsalive.org (858) 274-9673 

Terri Hamlin   Read Aloud Program Chair  ileftwrite@gmail.com  

Sharon Gruby Read Aloud Program Chair sharon@gruby.com   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:patrick@wordsalive.org
mailto:carter@wordsalive.org
mailto:chrissy@wordsalive.org
mailto:Vichittra@wordsalive.org
mailto:amanda@wordsalive.org
mailto:nicole@wordsalive.org
mailto:teddy@wordsalive.org
mailto:theresa@wordsalive.org
mailto:christina@wordsalive.org
mailto:ileftwrite@gmail.com
mailto:sharon@gruby.com

