EdTech – The Future of Education?
Facilitators: Deb Mayer and Catherine Carroll
Originally presented at the
Northwest Teaching for Social Justice Conference
October 29, 2016

1

As attendees enter the workshops, instruct them to jot down their own personal definition of “personalized learning” on an index card.

“PERSONALIZED LEARNING”
WHAT DOES THIS TERM MEAN TO YOU PERSONALLY?
Write your ideas on the index cards provided.
One idea per card.
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As attendees enter the workshop, ask them to jot down their personal definition of “personlaized learning”on an index card.

GROUND RULES
•Please turn off cell phones and
pagers
•Respect opinions and ideas of
others/be open to learning
•Step up/step back (if you’re the
one who usually speaks up, wait
for others to speak. If you’re the
one who usually keeps quiet,
share thoughts and feedback.)
•Be aware of power and voice in
the room
•Challenge people respectfully
•Please respect the environment
and minimize waste
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Ground rules provided by the NWTSJ conference to facilitate inclusion and community as we progress through the session.

PARENTS ACROSS AMERICA OREGON
Parents Across America is a grassroots organization that
connects parents of all backgrounds across the United
States to share ideas and work together to improve our
nation's public schools. PAA is committed to bringing the
voice of public school parents – and common sense – to
local, state, and national education debates. PAAOregon
is a chapter of the national organization Parents Across
America. This presentation is the result of a collaboration
of PAA members and experts in the field.
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Although our organization is called Parents Across America Oregon, its members include grandparents, educators, students, and members of the community. The
subject we are discussing today is pertinent to all members of the community.

SHARE YOUR IDEAS ABOUT WHAT
“PERSONALIZED LEARNING"
MEANS TO YOU.
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Encourage folks to share their ideas about personalized learning with each other to the whole group.

WHAT PARENTS WANT:
We asked parents what they think of when they hear
“personalized learning. Here’s what they said:
•

“It’s personal to your child.”

•

“It is tailored to your child’s needs and interests, like you
tailor a garment.”

•

“It involves one-on-one work with a teacher.”

•

“Relates to every child’s needs and strengths.”

•

“For the teacher, what does he or she know about the
child that can help in teaching that child?”
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This is a sample of responses culled from previous workshops. Include any that weren’t mentioned that will add dimension to the conversation.

OTHER TERMS FOR
EDTECH
COMPETENCYBASED

ADAPTIVE

NEXT
GENERATION

MASTERY

STUDENTCENTERED

CUSTOMIZED

SELF-DIRECTED

BLENDED

PROFICIENCYBASED

DIFFERENTIATED
PERSONALIZATION

PERSONALIZED LEARNING
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Many terms are used to describe the concept of personalized learning. Here are some of them. These are all terms used by educators as they communicate with each
other about how to individualize instruction. These terms have been co-opted by the edtech industry to mean something entirely diﬀerent.

PERSONALIZED LEARNING = EDTECH
DEVICE = LAPTOP, PHONE, TABLET, VR
HEADSET, 3-D PRINTER, ETC.
SCREEN TIME = AMOUNT OF TIME
SPENT ON DEVICES
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To avoid confusion, we will use these terms to talk about the concepts implied by the edtech industry. In the estimation of edtech promoters, time spent on task is the
only thing that is individualized or “personalized” in this pricess of delivering curriculum. For that reason, we will refer to personalized luring as edtech, a team that more
specifically refers to this corporate form of instruction.

EDTECH — THE FUTURE OF LEARNING?
•

WHAT IS EDTECH?

•

WHO IS BEHIND THE EDTECH EXPLOSION?

•

SHOULD WE BE CONCERNED ABOUT STUDENT DATA
PRIVACY?

•

WHAT ARE THE HEALTH RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH SCREEN TIME?

•

HOW CAN I FIND OUT ABOUT EDTECH IN MY CHILD’S
SCHOOL?

•

HOW ARE WE GOING TO PAY FOR DEVICES, APPS AND
SOFTWARE?

•

WHAT CAN WE DO?
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As we progress through this session, these are some of the questions we will attempt to answer.

WHAT IS EDTECH?
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SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST EDU
CONFERENCE
The SxSWedu Conference fosters innovation
in learning by hosting a diverse and energetic
community of stakeholders across a variety of
backgrounds in education.
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Edtech first came onto my radar when I attended the 2016 SxSedu conference in Austin, Texas. This is the company line on the conference. In reality, Most of the people
presenting at the conference have little to no education background. For the most part, attendees can be divided into threes groups: vendors who have products to sell,
school district oﬃcials who have money to spend, and investors looking for the next new product to acquire. Very few teachers are in attendance for a couple of reasons.
One is that the conference takes place during the week when classes are in session and the other is the cost of the ticket is too dear for most teachers to aﬀord.
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If we have any Game of Thrones fans here, you may understand this metaphor. The conference is overwhelming for a classroom teacher. It is clearly evident that most
vendors are promoting products that aim to replace teachers or minimize the practice of their craft in the classroom. I thought the metaphor from the Game of Thrones
where the Nightwlakers and Wildings unite against Jon Snow an appropriate one.

13

When Jon Snow is forced to escape by sea and looks back upon the evil proliferating in his own land — it seems so similar to what is happening to teachers and
education institutions as the government and corporations team up to privatize the foundation of our democracy — our public schools. Like teachers, all Jon Snow wants
to do is return to some sense of normalcy and be safe at home. That’s what it FEELS like to be a teacher at SxSWedu. That may sound like hyperbole to you, but you
may change your mind by the end of this presentation.

EDUCATION 100 YEARS AGO
One teacher with desks in rows was the standard
classroom design.
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Back to the concept of edtech. At every workshop I attended, somewhere embedded in the presentation was a slide that looked like this one. One room schoolhouses
with chalkboards were mentioned as well as rows of students seated in neat rows being taught by a single teacher.

EDUCATION TODAY
Not much has changed. Students are still arranged in
rows and taught by a single teacher.
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That slide was followed by one that looked similar to this one with the presenter pointing out that not much has changed in the past hundred years. Chalkboards have
been replaced with white boards but students are still parked nearly in rows and taught by a single teacher.

TODAY
Classrooms are designed around screens. TVs, projectors, laptops
and one-to-one devices with a facilitator who may not be a teacher.
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I would challenge that notion to say that many schools lok more like this today. Many classrooms are outfitted with multiple screen device including TVs, computers,
laptops, tablets, etc. Students are still seated in rows with a single teacher — as in this high school class, or

EXPERIMENTAL CLASSROOM
Is EdTech appropriate for young children?
17

. . . this elementary school class .
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But this may be the innovation the edtech industry is vying for. Many more students crowed into rows of isolated study carels with a one-to-one learning device. Note the
one adult in the room, who may or may not be a professional teacher, is dressed in workout gear as she sprints around the classroom to give “personlized” feedback to
each student.

THE LEDGER: EDUBLOCKS THE
FUTURE OF EDUCATION?

INSTITUTE FOR THE FUTURE?
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In addition to the SxSW workshops, a keynote speaker was employed daily to further solidify the concept of edtech in our futures. This seven minute video was
embedded in Jane McGonigal’s address. Even though this video takes place 10 years in the future, the ledger is a real present day thing, and it is disrupting education
now. Find out more about it here. http://www.iftf.org/search/?id=1026&L=0&q=ledger

EDTECH IS ALL ABOUT
DEVICES AND SCREEN TIME.
20

Back to the definition of edtech that is so often referred to as personalized learning.

•

EDTECH IS A FAST-PACED, HIGH-PRESSURE
MOVEMENT THAT HAS BROUGHT A MISHMASH
OF DIGITAL DEVICES, ONLINE PROGRAMS AND
APPS, AND OTHER PRE-PACKAGED PROGRAMS
INTO OUR SCHOOLS.

•

IT’S EFFECT IS TO MINIMIZE THE ROLE OF THE
TEACHER AND LIMIT STUDENT INTELLECTUAL
AND SOCIAL INTERACTION.

•

FIRST CAME CCSS, THEN HIGH STAKES TESTING,
AND NOW EDTECH. ALL HAVE BEEN FORCED
UPON STUDENTS, PARENTS , AND EDUCATORS.
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Like Common Core State Standards and high stakes standardized testing, edtech has been quietly supported and developed with our tax dollars without our knowledge
r consent. Parents Across America is not against all technology. Sensible use of technology can be a tremendous asset to teachers and learners. Were are for the
appropriate use of technology in classrooms managed by professional teacher input from parents and other community members.

WHAT DO WE KNOW
ABOUT EDTECH?
•

What PAA has found out
about the fast and furious
implementation of EdTech
alarms us.

•

There is actually very little
research addressing the
many new ways that EdTech
is being used in our schools
-- our children are simply
being used as guinea pigs.
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Parents Across America has prepared a position paper on edtech entitled Our Children @ Risk. It can be accessed on the PAA website. Also, a copy is provided in your
information packet. http://parentsacrossamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/EdTechposition-paperfinal8-17-16.pdf

•

Under the Every Student Achieves
Act 2015 (ESSA), federal funding is
available to states for education
innovation. Edtech is being hailed
as education innovation.

IS EDTECH
INNOVATIVE?
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Education Leaders Praise New Legislation to Support Innovation in Career and Technical Education here http://all4ed.org/press/education-leaders-praise-newlegislation-to-support-innovation-in-career-and-technical-education/
Can teachers and schools deliver a quality education without reliance on screens and devices?

B.F. SKINNER — 1954
Giovanni Bonaiuti

TEACHING MACHINE
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Teaching machines have been around since the 1920s. But it wasnt’ until 1954 when Harvard behavioral psychologist B. F. Skinner introduced his model that the
controversy began. It began in 1953 with a visit to his daughter's fourth-grade class where he made two obser- vations during an arithmetic assignment: (a) All students
had to proceed at the same pace, and (b) students had to wait 24 hours to learn the accuracy of their responses to the problems. A few days later, he built a primitive
machine to teach arithmetic. Interest was shown not only by the educational establishment but also by industry and the military who were especially interested in training
ap- plications. As may be expected, in this age of edtech, some have made comparisons between the teaching machines of the 50’s and 60’s to today’s electronic
screen devices as this next video demonstrates.

B.F. SKINNER AND THE TEACHING MACHINE
TABLET EDITION

ensemblemedia's channel
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Watch a few minutes of the tablet version and compare.
Why didn’t the teaching machine become the new way to educate students? What were the criticisms that led to abandoning them in favor of live teachers?
• The dehumanized future described by Huxley and Orwell was a frequent critical theme
• A corollary to the dehumanization view was the as- sertion that students would receive less personal attention in the classroom.
• Another theme of criticism was whether these machines could really teach , and if so, what were they capable of teaching? Math and foreign language seemed best
suited to machine teaching.
• Some worried that the machines could teach too well, placing a nation of learners in the hands of a master programmer. Imagine what use a Hitler or Stalin could have
made of such programming.
• Critics called them "expensive page turners" saying programmed material could be taught without costly machines.
•

Should parents be concerned about these criticisms today?

More history of teaching machines is here http://aubreydaniels.com/institute/sites/aubreydaniels.com.institute/files/History%20of%20teaching%20machines.pdf

WHO IS BEHIND THE
EDTECH EXPLOSION?
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Billionaires and millionaires — the wealthy elite, and our government are behind the rise of edtech. First, the billionaires.

WHO IS BEHIND THE EDTECH REVOLUTION?

•

Educator Haters: Eli Broad, (Broad Academy) Rob Walton (Walmart), Bill
Gates (B&M Gates Foundation/Microsoft) N), and Michael Dell (Dell
computers) manipulate groups like Stand for Children to legitimize their
efforts to privatize our public schools. What could they possibly have to
gain by the proliferation of "edtech" — or planting a computer screen in
front of the face of every student?
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Educator haters? Is that harsh? NO! Billionaires are privatizing our public schools according to their agenda. They use their wealth to change public policy to benefit their
corporations, institute inappropriate standards, compel high stakes testing, destroy the teaching profession, circumvent parent involvment, and now deliver curriculum
through teaching devices. They ignore the harm they are doing even though parents and students have been vocally protesting for years.

US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
IS PROMOTING EDTECH IN THE CLASSROOM
Personalized learning means
something very different to
the EdTech industry. The
education budget is YUUGE,
over $600 billion in the
federal budget alone, and
big business wants a cut.
Funding from the USDOE
that has traditionally gone
to schools and teachers
now goes to edtech
corporations.
29

More info on the federal education budget is here http://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/index.html

ORGANIZATIONS WORKING WITH USDOE
TO PROMOTE EDTECH
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The Alliance for Excellent Education leads the Future Ready Schools initiative.
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WHAT’S IN IT FOR THE EDTECH INDUSTRY?
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The edtech explosion is a quiet eruption, often permeating school districts without parent knowledge ro consent. Huge amounts of data may be collected without
protecting students’ privacy. Vendors stand to make more revenue from data collection than from selling their products.

KNEWTON DATAPALOOZA — 2012
OFFICE OF ED TECH

“Knewton collects millions of points of data about student users in order to
provide them with more effective timing and content to enhance learning.”
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This is a video from the 2012 Datapalooza hosted by the U.S. Department of Education. Note the excitement of this edtech CEO over the prospect of collecting millions
of actionable data points on students.

US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
IS PROMOTING EDTECH IN THE CLASSROOM
•

Enhancing Teaching and Learning Through
Educational Data Mining and Learning Analytics

•

•

Promoting Grit, Tenacity, and Perseverance:
Critical Factors for Success in the 21st
Century

Digital Promise is a nonprofit launched in 2011
by USDOE to advance edtech also created
League of Innovative Schools which uses
Bloomboard micro credentials.
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These are some programs developed by the USDOE in the past several years to collect and store data for a variety of users and purposes. Click on the links to find out
more about each.

US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
IS PROMOTING EDTECH IN THE CLASSROOM

Ed Tech Developer's
Guide by US
Department of
Education 2015
provides resources for
developers, startups and
entrepreneurs exploring
opportunities to develop
digital tools and apps for
learning.
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Not to worry edtech developers. Your government is on it! This guides provides advise to edtech developers and even reveals qualities that will lead to lucrative
government funding.

US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IS PROMOTING EDTECH IN THE CLASSROOM

A COMMUNITY DATA INFRASTRUCTURE TO SUPPORT
LEARNING IMPROVEMENT ONLINE.
LearnSphere not only maintains a
central store of metadata about
what datasets exist, but also has
distributed features allowing
contributors control over access to
their own data. It provides a hub to
link many communities of
educational researchers, provides a
repository for researchers to store
their data, and provides an open
analytic method library and
workflow-authoring environment
for researchers to build models and
run them across datasets.
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As the word salad reveals, this is yet another repository of data under another USDOE program. Again, click on the image to find out more about it.

THE LEARNING REGISTRY

The Learning Registry is a new approach to capturing, connecting
and sharing data about learning resources available online with the
goal of making it easier for educators and students to access the rich
content available in our ever-expanding digital universe.
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The Learning Registry http://learningregistry.org
We don’t have time to examine each of these data collection and storage entities. The purpose here is to introduce them to you, let you know they exist, and realize that
these gigantic data systems are gobbling up our education budget and will only continue to grow and be more costly as more date is generated. There is little oversight
of these systems and even less legislation that protects students from abuses.

DIGITAL PROMISE

“The image above serves as a blueprint for how schools have
successfully rolled out and used technology to support students,
both in-school and out. We call it “The Digital Promise Journey.”
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Digital Promise http://digitalpromise.org
Stated mission: Digital Promise was created with the mission to accelerate innovation in education to improve opportunities to learn.
To achieve this vision, we must work together to close the Digital Learning Gap. Because when all learners have equitable access to learning technology, when everyone
participates, and when everyone learns, we all benefit from a more engaged, informed and just society.
League of Innovative Schools http://digitalpromise.org/initiative/league-of-innovative-schools/ Appears to be a program separate from Future Ready Schools — requires
an application process.

US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IS PROMOTING EDTECH IN THE CLASSROOM

FUTURE READY PLEDGE
I, _______________________, Super intendent of
_________________________ do hereby affirm the
commitment of this district to work with students, educators,
families, and members of our community to become Future
Ready by engaging in a wide range of activities such as:
1. Fostering and Leading a Culture of Digital Learning Within
Our Schools.
2. Helping Schools and Families Transition to High-speed
Connectivity.
3. Empowering Educators through Professional Learning
Opportunities.
4. Accelerating Progress Toward Universal Access for All
Students to Quality Devices.
5. Providing Access to Quality Digital Content
6. Offering Digital Tools to Help Students And Families
#ReachHigher.
7. Mentoring Other Districts and Helping Them Transition to
Digital Learning.
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State mission: Future Ready Schools® helps district leaders plan and implement personalized, research-based digital learning strategies so all students can achieve
their full potential. http://futureready.org
As of this date, 10/29/2016, over 2,800 superintendents have signed on to become Future Ready districts. The pledge compels districts to invest in edtech.

EARLY LEARNING AND EDUCATIONAL
TECHNOLOGY POLICY BRIEF
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Future ready reimagines schools with a digital emphasis at every level. Communication and learning will focus on the inclusion of screens and devices.

US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IS PROMOTING EDTECH IN THE CLASSROOM

FUTURE READY LIBRARIAN

“Over 2,800
superintendents who
have signed the Future
Ready Pledge already
think differently about
what schools should be.
Why not think differently
about how librarians can
lead, teach and support
Future Ready schools?”

41

Future Ready schools reimagine the role of the librarian. Again, most of these duties are things that librarians already do. The diﬀerence will be the focus away from
books and printed materials to digital delivery. Once again Future Ready co-opts the language of the educator to mean something entirely diﬀerent.

DOES EDTECH WORK?
•

There is no evidence that online learning
works to improve student achievement
or outcomes in grades K-12

•

Evidence is growing that online learning
widens the achievement gap between
racial and ethnic groups.

•

Many studies show that personal
interaction and support from teachers is
necessary for learning and engagement –
especially for disadvantaged students.
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It depends on who you ask. Of course, edtech providers will extol the benefits of digital learning.
Teachers worry that low income students and transient students will get lost in the shuﬄe.
Parents are concerned about the addictive nature of devices and the health risks involved even if there is a modicum of success in the process.
The reality is there have been no studies to determine if edtech works. Our children are participating int he biggest educational experiment in history.

OUTSOURCING
•

By law in higher education, colleges and
universities may outsource up to 50% of
curriculum to instructors in other
countries who can be paid less.

•

There are no such laws protecting K-12
curriculum from outsourcing.
43

I just posted this slide today because of a question brought to my attention. Can edtech education contacts be outsources to other countries? Will contracts go to the
lowest bidder? Who decides?
What is the parents role in the decision making process? In the past, textbook adoptions were an open process. Parent committees were asked for input. Everyone in the
community had access to the books being considered. Anyone could oﬀer an opinion.
Who reviews edtech curriculum? Are programs peer reviewed? What kind of quality control has been put into place to assess edtech? How do parents know what their
children are learning?

IS YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL A
FUTURE READY SCHOOL?
•

Has your superintendent taken the pledge to support
edtech?

•

How was the decision made?

•

Who makes curriculum decisions in your school
district.

•

Discuss.
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SHOULD WE BE CONCERNED ABOUT
STUDENT DATA PRIVACY?

45

A Day in the Life of a Data-Mined Child
marketplace.com
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The noticeable oversight in this graphic is the exclusion of vendors and other third parties.

STUDENT DATA PRIVACY MATTERS

EXISTING FEDERAL LAW:
FERPA (Family Education Rights and Privacy Act) of 1974; administered by the U.S.
Dept. of Education
• PPRA (Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment) of 1978; administered by the U.S.
Dept. of Education
• COPPA (Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act) of 1998; administered by the
Federal Trade Commission
•

Proposed/Passed federal laws: 8 related bills introduced since 2014; 0 have passed
Proposed/Passed state laws: 410 related bills introduced since 2013; 73 have passed
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Explanations from Parent Coalition for Student Privacy http://www.studentprivacymatters.org/ferpa_ppra_coppa/

EDTECH & ALGORITHMS REPLACING TEACHERS:
ESSA & THE FUTURE OF TECH IN SCHOOLS
• Algorithms

are computer code that can analyze everything from facial
expression, mood/emotion, ability to focus, ADHD, pages visited, what is
typed and how fast, etc These analytics can be used while a student is on
the computer, interacting with a program or can be used on data caches
stored in cloud databases to analyze or predict behaviors from the pool
of data. Algorithms are used in personalized learning or edtech.

• The

problem with algorithms is they are opaque. We cannot see the
choices they are making about students; since they are hidden. We
cannot tell if they are accurate. We know that computer algorithms can
be biased and wrong.

• There

are no laws regulating algorithms. Data is currency and can be
bought, sold, or traded.
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For any statistic cited these days, any statistic — even benign looking ones — you should ask yourself this question:
What algorithm was used to determine this number?

EDTECH AND DATA PRIVACY
DATA COLLECTED AND HELD BY THE SCHOOL
OR ITS CONTRACTORS:
•

Is generally protected by FERPA

•

Includes transcript-type data including student names,
addresses, grades earned and days absent, disciplinary
incident reports, disabilities and interventions, scores
on standardized exams, etc.

DATA COLLECTED AND HELD BY EDTECH
VENDORS (ONLINE PROGRAMS & CLASSROOM
APPS)
•

Not always protected by FERPA

•

Includes keystrokes, IP addresses, geolocation, pages
visited, metadata, “trapped data”

•

“Education happens to be today the most dataminable
industry by far and it’s not even close.” CEO of
Knewton, 2012 White House Education Datapalooza
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MISUSE OF STUDENT DATA
MISUSE OF STUDENT INFORMATION HELD BY COMPANIES
REVEALED:
•

Fifty-eight percent of parents are uncomfortable sharing sensitive student
information with companies that create educational software, websites,
and apps. (FPF 2015 survey)

•

Ninety-five percent of districts rely on cloud services for a diverse range
of functions including data mining related to student performance, support
for classroom activities, student guidance, data hosting, as well as special
services such as cafeteria payments and transportation planning.

•

Fewer than 25% of the agreements specify the purpose for disclosures of
student information; fewer than 7% of the contracts restrict the sale or
marketing of student information by vendors,” Fordham Law 2013 Study.
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WHO IS SPYING ON OUR KIDS?
• EdTech

companies in the Software & Information Industry Association (SIIA),
have promised to police themselves. However, when EFF, a privacy watchdog
group recently filed a FTC complaint against Google for profiling students,
SIIA defended Google, not children.

• SIIA

also traveled to states in 2016 testifying against student data privacy bills.

Google
Clever
SAT & ACT
Reasoning Mind

Google Apps for Education

Summit Basecamp

Pearson
Class Dojo
TS Gold

PARCC & SBAC
Happify
Edmodo

Sesame Street VR
Khan Academy
My Data Button
Naviance

WHO IS PROTECTING ON OUR KIDS?
TAKE THE EFF SURVEY ON DEVICES AND EDTECH
AT YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL.
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Taking the survey at EFF will give you a good idea of questions to ask your child’s teacher about data privacy concern you may have.
How many of these vendors are present in your school district?
Software and Information Association (SAII) https://www.siia.net
Stated purpose: The Software & Information Industry Association is the principal trade association for the software and digital content industry. SIIA provides global
services in government relations, business development, corporate education and intellectual property protection to the leading companies that are setting the pace for
the digital age.
Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF)
Stated purpose: The Electronic Frontier Foundation is the leading nonprofit organization defending civil liberties in the digital world. Founded in 1990, EFF champions
user privacy, free expression, and innovation through impact litigation, policy analysis, grassroots activism, and technology development. We work to ensure that rights
and freedoms are enhanced and protected as our use of technology grows.

WHO BENEFITS FROM EDTECH?
School districts will save on labor
costs by providing screens instead of
teachers and other human staff.
• Edtech vendors and other third
parties who market their products.
The preK-12 edtech software
market is estimated at $7.9 billion,
and over $90 billion globally.
• Privatizers and reformers who
say our education system is “failing”
and needs “disruptive” change.
• Data miners foresee huge profit
potential using student data for
commercial purposes
•

NOT US!
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The goals of the edtech industry are to sabotage the teaching profession, privatize our public schools and collect mountains of data on our children.

WHAT ARE YOUR CONCERNS ABOUT
STUDENT DATA PRIVACY?
Write any concerns you may have on an index card — one
concern per card.
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WHAT ARE THE HEALTH RISKS
ASSOCIATED WITH SCREEN TIME?
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CHILDREN’S
EVOLVING TECH LIFE
•From a very young age children
are learning to live online.
•Technology is displacing critical
developmental milestones cognitive, social and sensorymotor.
•Pediatricians and Parent Educators
encourage limits at home.
•When schools don’t limit screens
it makes parents’ work harder to
counteract negative effects.
•Live interaction increases language
skills, cognitive development, social
development.
•

Ian Nicholson / PA Wire/Press Association Images via AP file

Jean Rogers, Screen Time Program Manager, Campaign for Commercial Free Childhood
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American Academy of Pediatrics — 10 Reasons Why Handheld Devices Should Be Banned for Children Under the Age of 12
http://www.huﬃngtonpost.com/cris-rowan/10-reasons-why-handheld-devices-should-be-banned_b_4899218.html
http://www.releasewire.com/press-releases/american-academy-of-pediatrics-issues-new-recommendations-to-reduce-exposure-to-cell-phones-726805.htm
American Academy of Pediatrics Issues New Recommendations to "Reduce Exposure to Cell Phones"

SOME HEALTH RISKS OF EDTECH
•Computer Vision Syndrome and
exposure to blue light lead to
increased or early macular
degeneration
•Decreasing movement during
the school day and potential
increased exposure to food
marketing can contribute to
childhood obesity and early
onset diabetes.
•Decreased contact with teachers
and peers contributes to social
isolation and hindered socialemotional development.
Jean Rogers, Screen Time Program Manager, Campaign for Commercial Free Childhood
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DOCTORS PRESENT EVIDENCE OF WIRELESS
RADIATION IMPACTS ON CHILDREN
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Begin 3:50 for the ipotty. This brief snippet reveals the potty device. Also, virtual reality headgear. Both oﬀer substantial risks to children. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_ScEwqpaSYE
This is the entire video —about 54 minutes — and well worth watching.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ScEwqpaSYE

PEDIATRICIANS REVISE THINKING ON SCREEN TIME;
DITCH BAN FOR KIDS UNDER 2
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This is the photo that appeared in the Washington Post with the misleading announcement about revised guidelines. The report specifically stated that babies may
benefit from supervisedSkype-type visits. The photo, however, shows an unsupervised infant playing a game.
The new recommendations also neglect to take into consideration how much screen time children are exposed to at school.

HOW CAN I FIND OUT
ABOUT EDTECH IN
MY CHILD’S SCHOOL?
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In Washington and Oregon, states and districts have signed on to various edtech programs largely without any input from educators, parents and students.

WHAT ARE TEACHERS DOING
ABOUT EDTECH?
60

In truth, teachers may be even more powerless than parents in making decisions about edtech. Decisions are being made at the state level in Oregon so even local
school boards may have little say in decisions.
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Oregon Education Association: A New Path for Oregon: System of Assessment to Empower Meaningful Student Learning
https://www.oregoned.org/images/uploads/blog/FINAL_July_2015_Assessment_Document_a.pdf
This report was issued in July of 2015
Of particular note is this page showing a summary of assessment users. The plan calls for three types of assessment: formative, interim, and summative.
Teachers who worked on the project meant formative to mean teacher made tests or quizzes that teachers give on a regular basis to check student understanding.
Interim test are meant to be unit-type test. Summative test are meant to be standardized test like OAKS or SBAC.
Edtech industry say that their programs will present modules with formative test given regularly and interim test over a collection of modules. Summative tests in the form
of high stakes SBAC would continue.
The report cites the need for all three types of tests to ratify the needs of various data collectors.
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Oregon and Washington
The following slides present some edtech companies or government programs the state of Oregon or Washington or both have sign on to.
https://www.summitlearning.org
Controversy abounds about Summit. Here’s one example. The inherent racism of Summit “public” (charter) school
https://seattleducation2010.wordpress.com/2014/12/16/the-inherent-racism-of-summit-sierra-charter-school/

GO OPEN STATES
#GoOpen Launch Districts
will:
• Identify a district #GoOpen
team who will work to
develop a strategy for the
implementation of openlylicensed educational
materials.
• Commit to replace at least
one textbook with openlylicensed educational
materials in the next year.
• Document and share their
implementation process.
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Oregon and Washington
Go Open http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-launches-campaign-encourage-schools-goopen-educational-resources
This is what is so ironic about Go Open. It encourages teachers to use “open” sources. Open sources are FREE. Schools shouldn’t have to concede anything to use
open sources.
Neither should Microsoft, Amazon, Edmondo, Creative Commons and other corporations profit from it.

This graphic
appeared in the
September edition
of Oregon’s
Deputy
Superintiendent’s
newsletter.
It is a blatant
example of the
intrusion of business
influence into the
Oregon
Department of
Education.
IT IS NOTHING LESS THAN AN ADVERTISEMENT FOR EDTECH FROM
BUSINESS EDUCATION COMPACT, INC.
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Oregon
Business Education Compact
This is a screen shot of an article/advertisement for the Busines Education Compact. The BEC brings us full circle — back to the ledger. It provides training for adults and
children to earn badges for the things they learn.

INSTITUTE OF
PERSONALIZED LEARNING
The Institute has
developed a change
strategy to guide schools
and districts as they
implement personalized
learning. Based on our
honeycomb model, this
strategy focuses on
change in three areas
and in three phases:
• learning and teaching;
• relationships and roles;
and
• structures and
policies.
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Oregon
The Institute for Personalized Learning (IPL)
http://institute4pl.org
The state of Oregon has also contracted with the Institute of Personalized Learning. Notice the “honeycomb” structure that is very similar to edublocks or block chain
that we saw in the Ledger.
IPL trains adults to be Personalized Learning Teachers who may or may not be professionally licensed. Teaching is one of the first professions to be invaded by this
alternative path to the classroom. It is sanctioned by ESSA but may be in conflict with Teaching Standards and Practices Commission.

ORGANIZATION FOR EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY AND CURRICULUM

THE OETC CONSORTIUM
The OETC Consortium is made up of educational institutions,
united under a common belief that everyone should have access
to the tools for a great education.
Together, these institutions wield a strong negotiating voice so that
all 1,000 members of OETC, regardless of individual purchasing
power, can provide the technology access that all students deserve.
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OETC https://oetc.org
OETC is the middle many to purchase devices and software for your school district. The idea is to pay OETC to save money. Hmmm.

HOW ARE WE GOING TO PAY
FOR DEVICES, APPS AND
SOFTWARE?
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BEWARE OF CORPORATIONS ASKING FOR
CONTROL OF HUGE SUMS OF MONEY FROM
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

MEASURE 98?
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More on M 98
http://www.paaoregon.org/single-post/2016/10/16/VOTE-NO-on-98-Flyer
The edtech industry is very clever when it comes to ways to procure funding to purchase their products. In Oregon, Measure 98 may be the means to that end. Little
attention has been paid to it because of the massive YES on 97 campaign.
Measure 98 has been deceptively marketed by Stand for Children. It will likely pass and gobble up funding from M 97.

WHAT CAN WE DO?
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WHY BOTHER WITH THE FACTS
HEATHER HICKS

New Jersey PAA parent Heather Hicks takes on corporate blendinglearning giant INACOL, Inc. and succeeds in having Edgenuity
removed from the curriculum in her son’s school district.
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Heather Hicks https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERFGuUGgdqg

3 LETTERS
• Opt

Out letter

• Data

privacy

letter
• Edtech

letter
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PAAO http://www.paaoregon.org
Here are templates for three letters you may send to your school to protect you child’s rights regarding testing, data privacy, and ed tech.
They are meant to be models for creating your own letters, but may be used as is. The Opt Out of high stakes testing letter is a parent friendly version of the Oregon
oﬃcial opt out letter. The privacy template comes from the Parent Coalition for Student Privacy, and the edtech letter is from the book Glow Kids.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE DO?
• Consider

asking your child’s pediatrician to
send a letter to the American Academy of
Pediatrics expressing concern about the
increasing amount of screen time children
are being exposed to.

• Share

PAA’s fact sheets with parents in
your community, hand them out at
community gatherings, and consider setting
up a table at your local grocery store to
share this important information.

• Ask

your school or school parent
association to hold a parent meeting at
the beginning of the school year to inform
parents about the use of electronic
devices and programs in the school.
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TESTIFY TO YOUR SCHOOL BOARD,
STATE LEGISLATURE OR CONGRESS
•

From Rachael Strickland’s March 2016 testimony to the U.S. House Education &
Workforce Committee:

•

“Currently, schools collect much more information on students than most parents
realize. While some was required by No Child Left Behind and individual state
mandates, much of the data now collected appears to transcend legal requirements.

•

Beyond standard transcript-type data like student names, addresses, courses taken,
grades earned and days absent, schools also collect hundreds of pieces of information
like disabilities and interventions, medical information from 504 plans, disciplinary
incident reports, scores on standardized exams, school readiness scores and
recommendations for grade retention.

•

Additionally, schools or commercial vendors used by schools collect highly personal
information from students as they use online education tools such as Google Apps
for Education or Khan Academy..”
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DOING DATA RIGHT!
FIVE STUDENT PRIVACY PRINCIPLES
1. Increase transparency on disclosure
and use of student data
2. Maximize parental and student right
to notification and consent
3. Prohibit commercial uses of personal
student information
4. Strengthen data security measures to
protect against breaches or misuse.
5. Enforce laws and best practice
robustly.
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From Parent Coalition for Student Privacy

QUESTIONS FOR PARENTS TO ASK
ABOUT EDTECH
1. What specific electronic devices and programs is my child using in school?
2. How much time per day is my child spending on an electronic device?
3. How much additional time, if any, is my child being asked to spend on an
electronic device outside of school hours?
4. What data, if any, is being collected by electronic devices and programs?
How is the school protecting my child’s privacy?
5. For each specific program attached to an electronic device that my child
is using, please share the purpose of the program, the reason for its
inclusion in the curriculum, and evidence of its effectiveness.
6. If I choose to opt my child out of programs that depend on the use of
electronic devices, what alternative forms of instruction and assessment
will be made available?
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Something to think about . . .

IS EDTECH THE FUTURE WE
WANT FOR OUR CHILDREN?
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JUST THE FACTS — PAA’S EDTECH DOCUMENTATION
PAA has spent extensive time looking into
quantities of writing and research that raise red
flags about the impact of the EdTech explosion
on our children.
What we do know is based in part on new
studies and in part on previous research into
children's use of television, video games and
computers, to extrapolate and anticipate
EdTech's effects.
More details about information presented here
can be found throughout the set of
informational papers that can be found at the
Parents Across America website and by listening
to our experts present a webinar there.
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Documentation and fact sheets may be found at the Parents Across America website.
http://parentsacrossamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Documentation6-29-16JW.pdf
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