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This year is a big one for politics, so NAFIS has chosen as its theme for the Fall Conference, 
“Impact Aid in an Election Year: Make Your Voice Count!” The conference will be held Sep-
tember 25 - 27, 2016 at the Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. Reservations for 

the hotel and conference registration are a two-step, online process. Reserve your room at the Hyatt 
and then register for the conference using these links: Hotel   Conference

Registration and our ever-popular Internet Cafe will open at 8:30AM on Sunday, September 25 
followed by a conference orientation session and the Basics of Impact Aid and Policy 101 for those 
new to the program. This year, NAFIS has decided to start a new tradition - School Spirit Sunday! No 
longer will you need to wear business attire, but instead NAFIS encourages you to show your school 
district spirit by wearing items with your school district logo or that feature your school mascot. “For 
years, attendees have admired the NAFIS staff ’s polo shirts,” said NAFIS Executive Director Hilary 
Goldmann. “Moving forward, we think it’s a great idea for you to also dress casually and show your 
school district pride at the same time.”

NAFIS sub- group meetings 
will take up the rest of the morning. 
The First General Session will begin 
after lunch on your own at 1:00PM. 
After the invoca- tion, Pledge of 
Allegiance and as- sociation business, 
attendees will hear from the Federally 
Impacted Schools Educational As-
sociation’s Ac- tivities Director 
Bryan Jernigan as he opens the new 
FISEF Good Idea Grant period that 
runs through the end of December. 
Jernigan will ex- plain the grant 
program for teach- ers in federally im-
pacted school dis- tricts for projects  
in amounts up to $3,000 each. Always a hightlight of the conferences in the past, NAFIS is bringing 
back our school district video presentations that illustrate how districts use Impact Aid funding lo-
cally. The first one will be from Chamberlain, South Dakota. NAFIS Government Affairs Director 
Jocelyn Bissonnette will follow with a legislative update so all attendees can begin to focus on their 
Hill work that will come on Tuesday. After the First General Session, school board members will 
meet to nominate their candidate to the NAFIS Board of Directors. At 4:45PM, new attendees will 
have the opportunity to meet with NAFIS staff and leaders at the New to NAFIS Welcome session. 
The end of the first full conference day will culminate with a Meet and Greet Reception, but just 
before, former NAFIS Executive Director John Forkenbrock will be signing editions of his new book 
that chronicles the history of NAFIS through a series of his IMPACT newsletter columns from the 
1980s to 2015. Proceeds from the book will be directed to the FISEF’s Good Idea Grant program.

 Monday, September 26 will begin with a series of NAFIS subgroup breakfasts and meetings, fol-
lowed at 10:00AM with a series of Breakout Sessions. The first of two consecutive breakouts will 
feature Indian Policies and Procedures (IPPs) conducted by members of the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation. The Center for Green Schools at the US Green Building Council will offer an insightful ses-IM
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Continued on page 4...

https://aws.passkey.com/g/53065528
https://www.eply.com/NAFISFall2016Conference1544205
www.nafisdc.org
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From the Desk of Executive Director Hilary Goldmann

Reflections on My First Year
Payment Update

DEPARTMENT WATCH

Membership Corner
Your school district’s annual membership dues renewal invoice was mailed in mid-May. 

NAFIS sent a copy to our NAFIS contact, and we also sent a copy to your school district’s ac-
counting department. Please have your district renew its dues before the beginning of  your 
school year. Remember, your school district must be “in good standing” to vote at our up-
coming NAFIS Fall Conference in September, so getting payment out of the way sooner 
rather than later can avoid any issues with voting. 

And speaking of the NAFIS Fall Conference, the meeting will be here before you know it. 
It is set for September 25-27, 2016 at the Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. On-
line registration for both the Hyatt (our host hotel) and the conference are now active under 
the Meetings tab on the NAFIS website (www.nafisdc.org). 

I have noticed that there is a discrepancy between the number of hotel reservations  that 
have been made and the number of conference registrants. Remember, it’s a two-step process: 
1) registering for the hotel; and 2) registering for the conference. Should your school district 
not be able to complete an online registration, or pay with a credit card, call me at 202-624-
3612, and I will process your registration manually for a one-time fee of $25.Lynn Watkins

Section 8003, FY 2016 Payments – 
The Department is currently releasing 
initial and interim payments set at 75% of 
LOT and $1,000 per unit for children with 
disabilities.  As of July 6, over $923 million 
had been released to 1,046 applicants.  Most 
eligible districts have received their addi-
tional Heavily Impacted payment for FY 
2016, with the few remaining to be released 
as the reviews are completed.  

Section 8002 Payments – As of July 6, 
the Department has made FY 2016 founda-
tion payments totaling over $59 million to 
187 applicants.  The Department released 
final payments for FY 2013 and adjusted fi-
nal payments for FY 2012 in June and plans 
to release final Section 8002 payments for 
FY 2014 this summer.  

Section 8007(a), Formula Construc-
tion Payments – The Department re-
leased initial formula construction pay-
ments for FY 2016 in early July.  If your 
LEA has at least half of its student mem-
bership living on Indian lands, the initial 
rate is $100 per Indian Lands (Category C) 
weighted student unit.  If your LEA has at 
least half of its student membership with a 
parent in the uniformed services, the initial 
rate is $210 per Uniformed Services (Cat-
egories B and D(i)) weighted student unit.  
Construction grant funds can be used for 
construction-related expenses, or debt ser-
vice for construction.

FY 2017 Application Amendments – 
The Department is no longer accepting new 
applications for FY 2017; however, school 
districts may make changes to their FY 
2017 applications until September 30, 2016, 
using www.G5.gov.  If you are having diffi-
culty submitting an amendment, please call 
the G5 helpdesk at 1-888-336-8930.

FY 2017 Field Reviews – Certain FY 
2017 applicants selected for field reviews 
received letters this spring requesting the 
supporting documentation for their appli-
cations.  Please respond to these requests 
promptly, and follow up to resolve any is-
sues identified during review to make sure 
your payment can be processed on time in 
the fall.

Proposed Changes to Program Regu-
lations – On December 30, 2015, the De-

partment published proposed (not final) 
changes to the Impact Aid program regula-
tions in the Federal Register.  The Depart-
ment received 57 comments, all of which 
are available to view at regulations.gov.  All 
comments are being considered before the 
Department issues the final regulations.  
An email will go out over the listserv when 
the final regulations are published.

Keep ED Updated with your Staff 
Changes – Will your Impact Aid contact 
person change over the summer?  You can 
notify the Department of additional con-
tact persons and staff changes by sending 
an email to Impact.Aid@ed.gov. 

Keep Up Your DUNS Registration in 
SAM – To receive funds from any Federal 
program, your school district must have its 
DUNS number registered in the System for 
Award Management (SAM).  Your SAM 
registration must be updated annually.  
Visit www.sam.gov for more information 
on keeping your record active.

Stay in the Loop with ED – The Depart-
ment sends out information and tips for 
Impact Aid applicants on an e-mail listserv.  
You can subscribe to the list at http://www.
ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/impactaid by 
clicking on the link inside the box labeled 
“Subscribe Now.”  You can also mail your 
questions to Impact.Aid@ed.gov or call the 
main Impact Aid Program number at (202) 
260 3858.

It’s hard to believe I have already reached 
the one-year mark as the NAFIS Execu-
tive Director; the year has flown.  I’m 

jazzed each day to walk into the NAFIS of-
fice to advance the goals of the NAFIS Fam-
ily.  I know you know this, but I must say 
it anyway: the NAFIS staff are AMAZING; 
the quality of the work that is accomplished 
by Jocelyn Bissonnette, Bryan Jernigan and 
Lynn Watkins is truly outstanding.

As my first year coincides with the NAF-
IS membership year, I will use this column 
to reflect upon the last year, both personally 
and organizationally.  For me profession-
ally, this year has been extremely reward-
ing.  This was my first opportunity to 
lead an organization.  Of course I am still 
learning, but I have thoroughly enjoyed 
the new responsibilities, and take pride 
that the transition has been relatively 
seamless and that we have not missed a 
beat on the Hill.  I am proud of this past 
year’s achievements and look forward to 
embracing new opportunities and over-
coming challenges as they arise in the 
years ahead. 

There have been many highlights and 
memorable moments this year; what 
they all have in common is being a part 
of the NAFIS Family. I’ve had the tre-
mendous opportunity to tour NAFIS 
member school districts near Indian Lands, 
military installations and Federal property.  
I toured Browning School District in Mon-
tana, San Carlos Unified School District in 
Arizona, Highland Falls-Ft. Montgomery 
School District in New York and Central 
Union School District in California. I was 
able to see Federal impaction firsthand and 
Impact Aid dollars at work, making me a 
better advocate for the Impact Aid pro-
gram. The most special part of these visits 
were the faces of the students engaged in 
learning, and conversations with dedicated 
professionals leading the efforts to support 
all of their students to reach their potential.  

Another highlight of the last year is 
greeting, meeting and conversing with 
NAFIS members at the Fall and Spring 
conferences.  The amount of work that goes 
into planning two national conferences a 
year is significant, however all of this effort 
all pays off -- staff learn from you and are 
re-energized after each conference, the Hill 
takes notice of your advocacy and commit-
ment to ensuring your school districts have 

the resources they deserve.  I am looking 
forward to seeing many of you this fall.

Celebrating our legislative victories was 
momentous.  At the Spring Conference we 
raised a glass (sparkling cider) and toasted 
the work of the NAFIS Family.  The Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) passed with 
strong bi-partisan support and included 
almost all of the NAFIS reauthorization 
recommendations.   On the appropriations 
front, NAFIS was successful in securing a 
$17 million increase for Basic Support and 
saving Federal Properties from elimination. 
Most recently, the Senate Appropriations 

Committee included a $10 million increase 
for Impact Aid for FY17, that includes $2 
million for Federal Properties and $8 mil-
lion for Basic Support. We have a lot of 
work to do in the coming months to real-
ize a funding increase for FY 17, but at a 
time of zero-sum budgeting, receiving an 
increase in the Senate Committee bill is a  
significant step.  

Some other things we’ve accomplished 
over the year include updating the NAFIS 
public face such as an updated member-
ship brochure and an infographic Annual 
Report; and we overhauled the Basics of 
Impact Aid booklet. We continue to use 
#ImpactAid to spread the word about Im-
pact Aid to the broader community, and 
the NAFIS Facebook and Twitter presence 
is growing!  

NAFIS held six webinars this year that 
were highly valued by the NAFIS member-
ship.  The webinars provided an opportu-
nity for NAFIS members to stay abreast of 
breaking policy news and for those mem-

bers who are not able to attend NAFIS 
conferences it was a way for them to hear 
information first hand with direct access to 
policy experts.  The webinars were timely 
and filled with quality information, focus-
ing on the “Budget Deal;” the Every Student 
Succeeds Act; the Impact Aid Notice of Pro-
posed Rulemaking (NPRM) and an update 
on FY 17 budget and appropriations.  NAF-
IS will continue to hold webinars through-
out the upcoming membership year.

At the close of the calendar year, the De-
partment of Education released an NPRM 
asking for public comment on a number of 

changes to the Impact Aid regulations,. 
NAFIS led a letter signed by 16 national 
organizations and held a Congressional 
briefing on the digital count that was co-
hosted by Representative Mark Takai and 
the Software and Information Industry 
Association. NAFIS will continue to push 
the Department of Education to modern-
ize the Impact Aid application process 
and keep you updated about final regula-
tions.

Looking ahead to the 2016-2017 
NAFIS membership year, we will expe-
rience the biggest political transition in 
DC since 2008 with a new President and 
a new Congress.  Control of the White 
House and the House and Senate are up 

for grabs, and subsequent jockeying for 
committee chairmanships and committee 
assignments will play out.  Among all of 
this uncertainty, there is one thing that is 
certain – there will be a lot of educating to 
do on the Hill and with the next Admin-
istration.  The entire NAFIS Family must 
be part of that education process! We are 
stronger in numbers and when we speak 
with a unified message.  

On behalf of myself and the NAFIS staff, 
we look forward to supporting NAFIS 
members throughout the next membership 
year, advancing our policy goals, answering 
your Impact Aid questions, serving as your 
liaison with the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion and so much more.  If you have not yet 
mailed your membership dues, please do so 
today!  If you need another invoice or have 
a question, please do not hesitate to con-
tact me at hilary@nafisdc.org or via phone 
at 202-624-5453. Membership in NAFIS is 
more critical than ever as we advance the 
Impact Aid program to support our stu-
dents!

mailto:lynn%40nafisdc.org?subject=NAFIS%20Inquiry
mailto:Impact.Aid%40ed.gov?subject=Inquiry
mailto:Impact.Aid%40ed.gov?subject=Inquiry
mailto:hilary%40gmail.com?subject=Inquiry
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...from page 4.

More conference photos ontinued on Page 5...

11:15AM – 12:15PM                           Breakout Sessions, Part II  
   l                                                            Indian Policies and Procedures (IPPs) - Department of Education Staff

•	                                                   Using Data in Service of Student Learning - Bernice Butler, Senior Associate, Policy and  
                                                  Advocacy, Data Quality Campaign

•	                                                   Session 6: TBD
12:30PM – 1:45PM                              Luncheon

•	                                                   School District Video - Illinois Federally Impacted Schools
•	                                                   NAFIS Award Presentations

2:00PM – 4:00PM                                Second General Session   
•	                                                   ESSA Implementation - Jessah Walker, Council of Chief State School Officers; Lee Posey, 
•	                                                   National Conference of State Legislatures; Sasha Pudelski, AASA: The School Superintendents
•	                                                   Association
•	                                                   U.S. Department of Education Update
•	                                                   Education and the Media - Bryan Jernigan, NAFIS Communications Director, Alyson Klein,  

                                                  Education Week, Robert Breidenstein, Superintendent, Salamanca (NY) School District
•	                                                   Closing Remarks - Goldmann, Doebert

2:30PM – 4:30PM                                Department of Education One-on-One Session
4:15PM – 5:00PM                                State Meetings (as requested by State Chair) 

•	                                                   * AZ                   * NY                  * CA             * TX                * MT

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2016
8:00AM - 10:00AM                              Application Workshop - Department of Education Staff
9:00AM – 4:00 PM                               Capitol Hill Day - Pre-Scheduled Visits
12:00PM – 1:30PM                              State Event - Texas Lunch (TAFIS) Tortilla Coast Restaurant
12:00PM - 1:30PM                               California Lunch (CAFIS) - Location TBD 
4:30PM – 5:00PM                                 Hill Day Debrief
6:30PM                                                    John Forkenbrock FISEF Book Signing
7:00PM – 11:00PM                              Ending Reception - FISEF Grand Giveaway - “School Pride”

Tentative NAFIS Fall Conference Program at a Glance
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2016
8:30AM – 3:30PM                               Registration Area Open
8:30AM – 5:30PM                               Internet Café
9:00AM – 10:30AM                            Conference Orientation & The Basics of Impact Aid
10:45AM – 11:30AM                          Policy and Advocacy 101
10:30AM – 12:00PM                           Subgroup Meeting - Federal Lands Impacted Schools Association (FLISA) 
11:30AM – 12:00PM                           Subgroup Meeting - Mid-to-Low-LOT Schools (MTLLS) 
12:00PM – 12:45PM                           Lunch on your own
12:00PM – 12:45PM                           State Chair Working Lunch (Invitation Only)
1:00PM – 4:00PM                                First General Session   

•	                                                   * Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, Welcome
•	                                                   * Association Business and Subgroup Updates
•	                                                   * FISEF Good Idea Grant Opportunity
•	                                                   * School District Video - Chamberlain (SD)
•	                                                   * Break
•	                                                   * Legislative Update
•	                                                   * Speaker Invited

4:15PM – 5:15PM                                School Board Members Session *To vote on the NAFIS School Board position nomination, schol district NAFIS 
                                                                                                     dues must be paid or an active purchase order must be on file with NAFIS
4:30PM - 5:15PM                                 New to NAFIS Welcome
4:45PM                                                    John Forkenbrock FISEF Book Signing
5:00PM - 5:45PM                                 State Meeting - WA
5:15PM – 6:15PM                                Meet and Greet Reception

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2016
7:45AM – 2:00PM                                Registration Area Open
7:45AM – 5:00PM                                Internet Café
7:45AM – 9:45AM                                Sub-Group Meeting - Military Impacted Schools Association (MISA)–breakfast (MISA members only)
                                                                Sub-Group Meeting - National Indian Impacted Schools Association (NIISA)–continental breakfast
8:30AM – 9:45AM                                Sub-Group Meeting - Federal Lands Impacted Schools Association (FLISA)
10:00AM - 11:00AM                            Breakout Sessions, Part I 
   l                                                            Indian Policies and Procedures (IPPs) - Department of Education Staff

•	                                                   School Facilities - Center for Green Schools at USGBC
•	                                                     National Parks Are “America’s Largest Classrooms” - Julia Washburn, Assoc. Dir., Interpretation, 
•	                                                     Education and Volunteers, National Park Service

NAFIS Fall Conference Highlights, continued...

sion on school facilities, and the National 
Park Service’s Julia Washburn will highlight 
just how our country’s national parks can 
be used as “America’s Largest Classrooms.” 
Attendees will hear about NPS-created cur-
riculum and even distance learning oppor-
tunities they can tap into. A second series 
of breakout sessions will feature the 
second IPPs presentation, a talk by 
Bernice Butler from the Data Qual-
ity Campaign who will discuss us-
ing data in service of student learn-
ing and a third session NAFIS is 
still working on as of press time. 
A sit-down luncheon will follow at 
12:30PM, featuring a video from 
Illinois federally impacted schools 
and award presentations. The Sec-
ond General Session will begin at 
2:00PM with a panel discussion on 
the Every Student Succeeds Act im-
plementation. Panelists will include 
Council of Chief State School Of-
ficers’ Jessah Walker, National Conference 
of State Legislatures’ Lee Posey, and AASA: 
The School Superintendents Association’s 
Sasha Pudelski. After, attendees will hear 
from the U.S. Department of Education’s 
Impact Aid Office Director Alfred Lott who 
will give an Impact Aid Payment Update. 
A second panel discussion entitled, “Edu-
cation and the Media” will follow. NAFIS 
Communications Director Bryan Jerni-
gan will moderate the session featuring 
Education Week reporter Alyson Klein and 
Salamanca (NY) School District Superin-
tendent Bob Breidenstein. The session will 
close with remarks from Goldmann and 
NAFIS Board President Sandy Doebert in 
preparation for Tuesday’s important Hill 

meetings. 
Staff from the U.S. Department of Edu-

cation will be on hand from 2:30PM to 
4:30PM for a One-on-One Session, so if 
you have specific district concerns you’d 
like them to address, or if you’ve never met 
your Department analyst in person, this is 

your time to get to know him or her. 
For those states that hold formal meet-

ings prior to Hill visits - Arizona, New 
York, California, Texas and Montana - these 
meetings will take place between 4:15PM 
and 5:00PM. The rest of your evening is “on 
your own,” so you might consider making 
dinner reservations on the town, visiting a 
few monuments or just relaxing at the hotel.

Tuesday, September 27 will serve as 
“Hill Day,” when attendees attend pre-ar-
ranged visits with their elected officials. If 
you haven’t made those appointments yet, 
NAFIS encourages you to do so within the 
next few weeks. The morning will begin 
with an optional Application Workshop of-
fered by members of the U.S. Deparment of 

Continued on page 5...

Education at 8:00AM. While on the Hill, 
both the Texas and California delegations 
will host lunches for their members. And at 
4:30PM, after a long day of visits, attendees 
will want to be sure to come to the Hill De-
briefing session, where you can share with 
NAFIS staff and other attendees how your 

meetings went and if there are any 
follow-up duties NAFIS staff can at-
tend to after you’re back home. 

Before NAFIS draws the confer-
ene to an official close, there will 
be one more book signing by John 
Forkenbrock just outside the room 
where NAFIS will hold its closing 
reception. The theme of the recep-
tion will be “School Pride,” so break 
out those school spirit clothes once 
again and polish up your school 
district cheer as we celebrate anoth-
er successful conference! The high-
light of the closing reception will be 
the FISEF Grand Giveaway, a raffle 

in support of the FISEF Good Idea Grant 
program. Raffle tickets will be $5 per ticket, 
$20 for five tickets or $100 for 30 tickets, so 
start saving now! The Grand Prize will be a 
$500 airline gift card and 50,000 Hyatt Gold 
Passport points, but there will be plenty of 
other prizes that will be drawn throughout 
the night. 

NAFIS staff looks forward to welcoming 
each of you to Washington, DC!
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NAFIS Subgroups Hold Summer Meetings
Federal Lands Impacted 
Schools Association (FLISA)

On June 25th, the Federal Lands Im-
pacted Schools Association (FLISA) met 
in Chicago, IL for its annual meeting. Bob 
Reichert, current FLISA president, be-
gan the meeting with introductions and 
Tom Gregory gave a membership update. 
FLISA members then voted on approving 
the minutes from the Spring NAFIS con-
ference. FLISA Executive Director Tom 
Madden provided a report on the mission 
and vision of FLISA to members present. 
He announced that he will be leading a 
Federal Properties Impact Aid application 
workshop just prior to the Fall NAFIS con-
ference. Tom also gave an appropriations 
status update on the Administration’s elim-
ination of Federal Properties in the FY 2017 
budget request.  

The conference then led to an Advocacy 
Action Plan work session. This session was 
led by Bob Reichert and focused on what 
initiatives each committee could work on 
before the Fall NAFIS conference. Bob then 
assigned groups to continue working on 
their respective target areas and focused on 
topics like how to supervise, monitor and 
how to motivate. 

NAFIS Board President Sandy Doebert 
and Madden both then led a NAFIS update 
session. Tom Schneider also provided in-
sight about the Fall NAFIS Conference and 
how it will have a focus on targeted lobby-
ing as well as an overview of the success-
ful Federal Relations Outreach meeting in 
April. In regards to the Fall NAFIS Confer-
ence, conversation regarding Federal Prop-
erties talking points were discussed.  

Finally, the meeting closed with discus-
sion regarding issues with the Impact Aid 
application and payment process. Tom 
Madden provided logistics for the Win-
ter meeting on January 7, 2017 at Driskill 
Hotel in Austin, TX. A review of the mis-
sion and vision by Bob Reichert closed the 
meeting. 

Madden said, “In addition to the normal 
and routine matters that need attention 
at any of our group’s meetings, we spent 
considerable time working on our Advo-
cacy Action Plan, our long range plan for 
FLISA.  Part of that work focused on con-
tinued refinements to our newly created 
website (www.flisa.org).  In addition, we 
began planning our talking points for our 
Hill visits during the upcoming NAFIS Fall 
Conference.  All in all, it was a very success-
ful meeting.”

Military Impacted Schools 
Association (MISA) 

On June 28, The Military Impacted 
Schools Association (MISA) held its sum-
mer meeting in Visalia, CA and was host-
ed by the Central Union School District. 
Participants spent Monday, June 27, at the 
Lemoore Naval Air Station, home to the 
Pacific Strike Fighter Wing and its support-
ing facilities. 

For the annual business meeting, MISA 
consultants and invited guests updated 
the group on a variety of topics. Eric Hill 
from the Department of Education Impact 
Aid office gave an overview of Impact Aid 
payments and mentioned a pilot project 
on updated the application process. NAFIS 
Executive Director Hilary Goldmann up-

dated the group on NAFIS activities and 
current legislation,  she highlighted the De-
partment of Education proposed regulation 
changes and emphasized NAFIS support of 
a digital student count. 

Chick Feldmayer, MISA consultant, then 
provided an update and timeline of defense 
force structures and related budgets. The 
meeting discussed special education chal-
lenges, observations of the increasing de-
mands on the budget that special education 
has caused. 

Kate Wren Gavlak, Travis USD, intro-
duced Cherise Imai as the new Executive 
Director for Military Interstate Children’s 
Compact Commission (MIC3). Cherise 
outlined some of her goals for compact 
activities moving forward. Then Kyle Fair-
bairn, MISA Executive Director, updated 
attendees about pressing items on the Hill. 

The meeting then moved on to discuss 
Department of Defense (DOD) funding. 
Mark Gillman briefed members on the 
outlook for BRAC and DoD Impact Aid 
funding. The meeting ended with Kyle re-
minding the group about the summer 2017 
meeting being hosted by Camden County 
Schools and at Amelia Island, GA, June 25-
27. Overall, it was a productive and infor-
mative meeting. 

     
 

NAFIS Calendar
August 1-2, 2016
FISEF Two-Day Workshop 
Oceanside USD 
Oceanside, CA 

September 24, 2016
FISEF Level 1 Workshop 
Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill 
Washington, D.C.

September 24, 2016
FISEF 7002 Workshop 
Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill 
Washington, D.C.

September 25-27, 2016
NAFIS Fall Conference
Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill
Washington, DC. 
Hotel Conference Registration

October 27-28, 2016
FISEF Two-Day Workshop
Northern Arizona Center for 
Entrepreneurship and Technology
2225 N. Gemini
Flagstaff, AZ 

NAFIS Holds Hill Briefing on Digital Count

On April 28, NAFIS co-hosted a Capitol Hill briefing with 
Congressman Mark Takai (D-HI) and the Software and In-
formation Industry Association (SIIA) for an event called 

LEAP Forward: Modernizing the Impact Aid Program. There has 
been a great need to modernize the Impact Aid application process 
to improve efficiency for school districts. Earlier this year, nearly 
87-percent of NAFIS members responded to a survey in support of 
an electronic student data collection process. In the NAFIS com-
ments to the U.S. Department of Education’s  Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking, NAFIS members were quoted as saying: 
l “The survey form is outdated.” 
l “Today's electronic systems are faster, economical, and more ac-

curate.”
l “All of [our] student records are electronic, so this would be a 

benefit and time saver for the district.”
In mid-February, two letters were then sent to the Department of 

Education Impact Aid office, one on behalf of NAFIS, and another 
from NAFIS and 15 other national organizations. Their request was 
for an alternative method to count federally-connected children 
other than the parent-pupil survey or source check collection tools.

NAFIS Executive Director Hilary Goldmann welcomed every-
one to the briefing and addressed a full room that included Con-
gressional staffers and representatives from the Department of 
Education. Staff from Congressman Takai’s office gave opening re-
marks in support of modernizing the Impact Aid Program. This is-
sue is one the Congressman has been advocating for since his days 
in the Hawaii state legislature. 

Jocelyn Bissonnette, NAFIS Government Affairs Director, led a 
session on the Impact Aid law, providing a program overview to at-
tendees and examples of Federal impaction. Bissonnette also gave a 
historical overview of Impact Aid. The presentation continued by 
discussing the Department of Education’s Notice of Proposed Rule 
Making (NPRM) on ways to digitally count children in federally 
impacted districts. 

Goldmann then led a panel discussion that included NAFIS 
members and the private sector. The panelists spoke both to the 
challenge of the current system and opportunities for leveraging 
their existing student information systems. Panelists included:
•	Cherise	Imai,	Military	Liaison,	Hawaii	Department	of	Education	
•	 Keith	 Mispagel,	 Superintendent,	 Ft.	 Leavenworth	 Unified	

School District 207

•	Mark	 Schneiderman,	Vice	 President	 of	Government	Affairs,	
SchoolMessenger  

With the help of all participants, attendees were well versed on 
the Impact Aid law and its application process. Overall, this event 
was a great way to continue an important conversation about mod-
ernizing and streamlining the application process.

December 3-4, 2016
FISEF Two-Day Workshop 
Harrah’s Hotel and Casino
Las Vegas, NV

December 5-6, 2016
NIISA Winter Meeting
Harrah’s Hotel and Casino
Las Vegas, NV

www.flisa.org
http://media.wix.com/ugd/423d5a_aa08fc14d570440abfc5389da9b49058.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/423d5a_67fedace3f2d425badffaf6f97481555.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/423d5a_48051f5fa3b44a7c99770262b3d6fc21.pdf
https://aws.passkey.com/g/53065528
https://www.eply.com/NAFISFall2016Conference1544205
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Appropriations Update

The appropriations process for FY 2017 funding continues to advance. The Senate Appropriations Committee has adopted its 
Labor-Health and Human Services-Education subcommittee bill with a $10 million increase for Impact Aid ($2 million for Fed-
eral Properties, $8 million for Basic Support). Only a handful of education programs received increases, so the prioritization of 

Impact Aid is a testament to the work of the NAFIS Family. The draft House bill includes a $23 million increase for Basic Support, despite 
an overall cut of over $1 billion to the Department of Education. The community has been hard at work all year advocating for increased 
funding through the Spring Conference, Federal Relations Outreach meeting, and Action Alert. NAFIS staff have also been busy advocat-
ing on your behalf and soliciting support for Impact Aid from other organizations. One example is the Federal Properties letter NAFIS 
organizes each year in response to the Administration’s elimination of the program. This year, 71 organizations signed the letter:

AASA, The School Superintendents Association
Air Force Sergeants Association
Air Force Women Officers Associated 
American Association of Classified School Employees 
American Counseling Association
American Farm Bureau Federation 
American Federation of School Administrators 
American Federation of Teachers 
American Library Association
American School Counselor Association
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
Arizona State Impact Aid Association
Association for Career and Technical Education
Association of Educational Service Agencies
Association of School Business Officials International
Association of the United States Army
Association of the United States Navy
California Association of Federally Impacted Schools 
California School Employees Association
Chief Warrant and Warrant Officers Association, USCG
Commissioned Officers Association of the U.S. Public Health Service
Council of the Great City Schools
Easter Seals
FED ED
Federal Lands Impacted Schools Association 
First Focus Campaign for Children
Fleet Reserve Association 
Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.
Impact Schools of South Dakota
Indian Impact Schools of Montana (IISM)
Jewish War Veterans of the USA
Learning Disabilities Association of America 
Literate Nation
Magnet Schools of America
Marine Corps Reserve Association
Mid-to-Low LOT Association

Military Chaplains Association 
Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC)
Military Impacted Schools Association 
Military Officers Association of America 
Military Order of the Purple Heart
National Association for Music Education
National Association of Counties
National Association of Elementary School Principals
National Association of Federally Impacted Schools 
National Association of School Psychologists
National Association of Secondary School Principals  
National Association of State Directors of Special Education
National Congress of American Indians
National Council for Impacted Schools (NCIS)
National Education Association 
National Guard Association of the United States
National Indian Education Association
National Indian Impacted Schools Association
National Military Family Association
National PTA 
National Rural Education Advocacy Coalition
National Rural Education Association
National School Boards Association
National Superintendents Roundtable
National Title I Association
Naval Enlisted Reserve Association
Oklahoma Association Serving Impacted Schools
Organizations Concerned about Rural Education
Rebuild America’s Schools
Rural School and Community Trust
School Social Work Association of America 
Texas Association of Federally Impacted Schools
U.S. Coast Guard Chief Petty Officers Association
United States Army Warrant Officers Association
Washington State Impact Aid Association

FISEF TWO-DAY SCHOOL 
BUSINESS OFFICIALS
WORKSHOP
AUGUST 1-2, 2016
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
OCEANSIDE USD, OCEANSIDE, CA

Registration
Name:

School District:

Mailing Address:

Phone:

Fax:

Email:

SCHOOL DISTRICT DATA
1. Select all types of Federal Students Served:

Indian
Lands Military Low Rent

Housing          Civilian

2. Avg. daily attendance last year:

3. Select one used to gather information for survey:
Source
Check

Student
Survey Both

ATTENDEE DATA
1. Select all of your current responsibilities:

Student
Survey

Impact Aid
Application

             Budgeting for 
         Impact Aid Receipts

2. Select your years of IMPACT AID experience:

0 1-3 4-7 7-10 Over 10

Note: Bring along a pocket calculator.
PAYMENT INFORMATION
Price:                     Circle your payment option:
$450.00 Cash                 Check          P.O

Checks Payable to: 
Federally Impacted Schools Educational Foundation

Send registration/payment/P.O to:
Bryan Jernigan, FISEF, 444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 419, Washington, DC 20001 or 
via Fax to: (202) 624-5468

TENTATIVE AGENDA
DAY ONE
8:30AM
Continental Breakfast

9:00AM Introductions

9:10AM How Much Do You 
Know?

9:30AM Law/regulations
changes  may affect your district.
10:30AM How have 
demographic changes affected 
the program?

11:00AM Identifying Eligible 
Students

•	 Survey/Source	Check
•	 Completing	Your	Section	

7003 Application
•	 Begin	completing	

Section 7003 application 
for FY2017

12:00PM Lunch (provided)

1:00PM The Payment Formula
•	 Converting	membership	

to ADA - class exercise
•	 Student	Weights
•	 Local	Contribution	Rate

– Calculating 
maximum
payment

– Calculating 
disability
payment

2:30PM Understanding/
Computing LOT Percentage

•	 Your	district’s	fi nancial 
profi le

•	 What	fi gures do you 
need?

3:00PM Voucher - What does it 
tell me?

3:30PM Class exercise - 
Calculating a payment.

4:00PM Review 

DAY TWO
9:00AM - Other law provisions
- Equalization
- Understanding Table 9
- Indian Policies and Procedures
- How to apply for construction 
grants
10:00AM - Estimate payment 
with your FY17 application
10:45AM - Payment estimates 
to  voucher
11:15AM - Field Reviews
11:45AM - Questions and 
Answers
12:00PM - Adjourn

4:30PM Adjourn

Cancellations received in 
writing by 8/18/16 will be 
refunded in total; between 
8/18/16 and 8/25/16 will 
be refunded 50%; no 
refund thereafter. 

Check NAFIS Out on Social Media

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nafisschools

Twitter: NAFISschools     @NAFISSchools

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com, search NAFISSchools
Cancellations received in 
writing by 7/18/16 will be 
refunded in total; between 
7/18/16 and 7/25/16 will be 
refunded 50%; no refund 
thereafter.

https://www.facebook.com/nafisschools
https://twitter.com/NAFISschools
https://www.linkedin.com/company/563349?trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical%3Acompany%2CentityType%3AentityHistoryName%2CclickedEntityId%3Acompany_company_563349%2Cidx%3A0
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FISEF LEVEL 1 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
OFFICIALS WORKSHOP
 SEPTEMBER 24, 2016
HYATT REGENCY CAPITOL HILL
WASHINGTON, DC

Registration
Name:

School District:

Mailing Address:

Phone:

Fax:

Email:

SCHOOL DISTRICT DATA
1. Select all types of Federal Students Served:

Indian
Lands Military Low Rent

Housing          Civilian

2. Avg. daily attendance last year:

3. Select one used to gather information for survey:
Source 
Check

Student 
Survey Both

ATTENDEE DATA
1. Select all of your current responsibilities:

Student
Survey

Impact Aid
Application

             Budgeting for 
         Impact Aid Receipts

2. Select your years of IMPACT AID experience:

0 1-3 4-7 7-10 Over 10

Note: Bring along a pocket calculator.
PAYMENT INFORMATION
Price:                     Circle your payment option:
$295.00 Cash                 Check          P.O

Checks Payable to: 
Federally Impacted Schools Educational Foundation 

Send registration/payment/P.O to:
Bryan Jernigan, FISEF, 444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 419, Washington, DC 20001 or 
via Fax to: (202) 624-5468

Hotel: Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill.  Reservations: (202)737-1234

TENTATIVE AGENDA
8:30AM  
Registration/Continental 
Breakfast

9:00AM Introductions

9:10AM How Much Do You 
Know?

9:30AM Understanding the 
Impact Aid Law

9:45AM Identifying Eligible 
Lands and Students: 

•	 Land Valuation
•	 Parent-Pupil Survey
•	 Source Check
•	 Use both to cross 

reference when 
necessary

Completing Your Section 7002 
and 7003 Application

•	 Begin process of 
completing Section 7002 
and 7003  application

12:00PM Lunch (provided)
Continue work on Section 7003 
application

2:00PM The Payment Formula
•	 Converting membership 

to average daily 
attendance

•	 Determining Student 
Weights

•	 Identifying your Local 
Contribution Rate

 – Calculating 
your	district’s	
maximum 
payment

 – Calculating 
Your	district’s	
disability 
payment

2:30PM Understanding/
Computing LOT Percentage

•	 See your districts 
financial	profile	in	your	
folder

•	 What	figures	do	I	
need?Hot from the Hill

3:00PM Calculating Your 
Payment 

•	 Working off completed 
application, each group 
calculates projected 
payment

•	 Reading Your Voucher

3:45PM Q & A Regarding 
completing the application

4:00PM Miscellaneous Items
•	 Understanding Table 9
•	 Indian Policies and 

Procedures
•	 What Have I Learned

4:30PM Adjourn

Cancellations received in 
writing by 9/10/16 will be 
refunded in total; between 
9/10/16-9/17/16 will be 
refunded 50%; no refund 
thereafter.

FISEF SECTION 7002 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
OFFICIALS WORKSHOP
 SEPTEMBER 24, 2016
HYATT REGENCY CAPITOL HILL
WASHINGTON, DC

Registration
Name:

School District:

Mailing Address:

Phone:

Fax:

Email:

SCHOOL DISTRICT DATA
1. Select all types of Federal Students Served:

Indian
Lands Military Low Rent

Housing          Civilian

2. Avg. daily attendance last year:

3. Select one used to gather information for survey:
Source 
Check

Student 
Survey Both

ATTENDEE DATA
1. Select all of your current responsibilities:

Student
Survey

Impact Aid
Application

             Budgeting for 
         Impact Aid Receipts

2. Select your years of IMPACT AID experience:

0 1-3 4-7 7-10 Over 10

Note: Bring along a pocket calculator.
PAYMENT INFORMATION
Price:                     Circle your payment option:
$295.00 Cash                 Check          P.O

Checks Payable to: 
Federally Impacted Schools Educational Foundation 

Send registration/payment/P.O to:
Bryan Jernigan, FISEF, 444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 419, Washington, DC 20001 or 
via Fax to: (202) 624-5468

Hotel: Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill.  Reservations: (202)737-1234

TENTATIVE AGENDA
8:30AM  
Registration/Continental 
Breakfast

9:00AM Introductions

9:10AM How Much Do You 
Know?

9:30AM Understanding the 
Impact Aid Law

9:45AM Identifying Eligible 
Lands and Students

•	 Land Valuation
•	 Parent-Pupil Survey
•	 Source Check
•	 Use both to cross 

reference when 
necessary

Completing Your Section 7002 
and 7003 Application

•	 Begin process of 
completing Section 7002 
and 7002 application

12:00PM Lunch (provided)
Continue work on Section 7002 
application

1:30PM How does Department 
verify	your	district’s	value?

2:15PM When will you receive a 
payment and why?l

2:45PM Appeals process

3:00PM Can 7002 districts apply 
for Section 7007(b) competitive 
construction grants?

3:45PM Questions and Answers

4:00PM Adjourn

Cancellations received in 
writing by 9/10/16 will be 
refunded in total; between 
9/10/16-9/17/16 will be 
refunded 50%; no refund 
thereafter.
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Board of Directors 
President
Sandy Doebert
Sdoebert@lhs210.net

Vice President
James Sarruda
jsarruda@nburlington.com

Treasurer
Ray Proctor
rproctor@fuesd.k12.ca.us

Secretary
Chad Blotsky
cblotsky@tcsdk12.org

Director, Region One
Helen Payne
hpayne@nhanover.com

Director, Region Two
William Hardin
whardin@camden.k12.ga.us

Director, Region Three
Thomas Schneider
tschneider@ccsd180.org

Director, Region Four
Keith Mispagel
kmispagel@usd207.org

Director, Region Five
Douglas Wright
dwright@sjsd.org

Director, Region Six
Henry Strom 
henryms@mtadams.wednet.edu

Directors At-Large

Kate Wren-Gavlak
kwrengavlak@travisusd.k12.ca.us

Cherise Imai
cherise_imai@notes.k12.hi.us

Quincy Natay
quincy@chinleusd.k12.az.us

School Board Liaison
Brian Gallup
gallupbrian@yahoo.com

Immediate Past President
Maurice Twiss 
maurice.twiss@k12.sd.us  

Board Historian
Rick Carson
rjcarson1@verizon.net
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Summer Intern Says Goodbye

I remember the first time talking to Jocelyn like it was yesterday. It actually happened to 
be several months ago during my phone interview to intern here at NAFIS. I prepared 
for hours and hours to make sure I understood the mission of NAFIS and the ways I 

could contribute to their goals and initiatives. While my nerves were at an all-time high 
to make sure I did perfectly,  Jocelyn acknowledged me with so much value and apprecia-
tion.  I remember becoming quickly comfortable because Jocelyn cared so much about 
how NAFIS could give back to me as an intern. Like any other college student, I was so 
surprised by her kindness. It was very unexpected, because I think many of us can agree 
that the word “intern” doesn’t always have the best connotation.

 On my very first day, everyone at NAFIS 
made an initiative to make me feel like a part 
of the family. Being an extroverted individual 
myself, I didn’t resist from including myself 
in any way I could – walking into offices fre-
quently to ask questions and contributing to 
NAFIS’s mission in any way I could.

I guess everyone has expectations from ev-
ery new step they take in life, and so did I. 
My expectations from this summer included 
learning more about various gaps in our edu-
cation system and contributing to the organi-
zation I worked for. The things I’ve gotten to 
do are far beyond those expectations. 

Attending congressional hearings, meet-
ing senators, and learning extensively about 
education policy and funding was not on that 
list. But I’m so grateful to have all the tremen-
dous opportunities. I was always introduced at 
events and meetings by Hilary and Jocelyn as 
an important part of the NAFIS team and so I 
made it mandatory to leave a positive impact 
on an organization that valued me so much. I 

have gotten to work on several projects for the NAFIS Board, write articles for the newslet-
ter, attend meetings on behalf of NAFIS, and much more. 

During my mid-term evaluation, I asked Jocelyn how they developed an environment so 
friendly to interns who come in. Jocelyn simply answered that question by sharing her own 
experience as an intern with NAFIS. I hope to continue this cycle of opportunity in the 
future as a professional myself. This summer has truly been an experience of a lifetime and 
I want to thank the entire NAFIS team for welcoming me and offering me this tremendous 
opportunity. I hope to use the opportunities and skills I learned this summer to become a 
great professional, leader, and person in the near future. 
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