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From March 12 to 14, NAFIS hosted its 2017 Spring Conference in Washington, D.C. Three 
hundred-twenty members attended from various school districts and subgroups to represent 
the NAFIS Family. NAFIS enjoyed greeting both new and returning members, and was espe-

cially thankful everyone made the trip despite the inclement weather. The theme of the conference 
was “Uncertain Future: Impact Aid in the Trump Administration,” that emphasized the importance 
of steady advocacy for Impact Aid. 

The conference began on Sunday morning with registration and featured an internet café and so-
cial media station. The internet café provided attendees with the ability to complete urgent business 
tasks such as checking emails and printing. The new social media station featured the #ImpactAid 
campaign, that encouraged guests to tell their Twitter and Facebook networks why they support 
Impact Aid. 

The morning sessions delivered valu-
able information to attendees. Impact Aid 
experts welcomed all members, new and 
returning, to the Basics of Impact Aid 
session led by Tom Madden, Executive 
Director of the Federal Lands Impacted 
Schools Association (FLISA), and Billy 
Walker, Executive Director of the Texas 
Association of Federally Impacted Schools 
(TAFIS). Madden and Walker provided 
an overview of the program’s history and 

answered common technical questions, making the session highly beneficial. 
NAFIS Executive Director Hilary Goldmann and Director of Government Affairs Jocelyn Bisson-

nette subsequently led Policy and Advocacy 101. In this session, Goldmann and Bissonnette provid-
ed useful information on how to be successful throughout the conference and on Hill Day. Following 
this session, FLISA and Mid-to-Low LOT schools (MTLLS) held subgroup meetings, enabling them 
to reconnect with members and discuss information 
specific to their Federal impaction. 

During the afternoon, attendees sat in on the 
First General Session. After the opening invocation,  
NAFIS Vice President Dr. James Sarruda, Superinten-
dent of Northern Burlington County Regional School 
District in New Jersey, along with Goldmann, welcomed 
conference guests and thanked them for attending. 
Next, the NAFIS board slate was approved and the First 
General Session continued (see page 12). 

Throughout the conference, FISEF Good Idea Grant 
awardee videos were shown. The videos highlighted 
classroom projects completed with the foundation funds 
provided by the grant program and demonstrated that NAFIS members have the power to influence 
the quality of education. Following the first video, Bissonnette delivered a legislative update that ex-
plained the current outlook for Impact Aid funding. Bissonnette walked through Talking Points for 
members’ Hill Day and encouraged a unified message to Congress.IM
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From the Desk of Executive Director Hilary Goldmann

Gearing Up for FY’18
Payment Update

DEPARTMENT WATCH

Membership Corner
We are getting ready to kick off our 2017-2018 NAFIS membership year, and we are so excit-

ed! We are pulling together your annual NAFIS letter and dues form for membership renewals 
for release in mid-May, so be on the lookout in your school district mail box!

We will send the original package to the primary contact listed on your school district’s ac-
count, and a copy will be sent to your school district accounting department. If you do not see 
your renewal letter by June 1, please contact me at lynn@nafisdc.org and I’ll send you another 
one.

Also, as a reminder, each membership renewal form asks that you list any new individuals 
or update email addresses you’d like associated with your account. This is vitally important 
because email addresses are what we use to send NAFIS communications - including this news-
letter, our weekly electroncic newsletter, NAFIS News, and any Information or Action Alerts we 
feel you need to know about. So please remember to review the information we currently have 
on file for your district and make any appropriate updates.

We are looking forward to a bright, new NAFIS membership year!

Lynn Watkins

The annual budget and appropriations 
process is delayed this year due to the 
election of a new president, and the 

lack of closure for FY’17 seven months into 
the fiscal year. Usually, the President’s full 
budget is released in early February, with 
Congress working on a Budget Resolution 
and appropriations bills shortly thereafter.  
Similar to other incoming administrations, 
President Trump released a “skinny” bud-
get in February, with a full budget expected 
to follow in May.  Congress will likely work 
on a Budget Resolution in May, already one 
month behind the statutory deadline of 
April 15.      

So what can we expect for FY 18?  First, 
we know sequestration funding caps are 
scheduled to return in FY 18 and the 
President’s skinny budget proposes to cut 
funding for the Department of Education 
by 13-percent, a total of $9 billion.  One 
of those proposed cuts is the elimination 
of the Impact Aid Federal Properties pro-
gram.  NAFIS issued a strongly worded 
press statement opposing the President’s 
proposed cut to the Department of Edu-
cation and the elimination of funding for 
Federal properties. When the detailed bud-
get is released we will know the rest of the 
targeted cuts that comprise the $9 billion 
cut and if there are any additional proposed 
cuts to Impact Aid.

Since her confirmation, Secretary De-
Vos has indicated no distance from Presi-
dent Trump’s proposed funding cut for the 
Department of Education.  Under DeVos’ 
leadership, the Department has rescinded 
Obama administration guid-
ance in both K-12 and higher 
education and Congress has 
followed suit by repealing reg-
ulations finalized last year re-
lated to the Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act. Most prominently, 
Secretary DeVos continues to 
prioritize school choice that 
includes taxpayer dollars be-
ing directed to for-profit and 
religious schools.  

I am very frustrated by the 
tenor of the national education 
policy conversation that lacks 
a focus on funding existing 
programs.  We all know school 
districts continue to do more 
with less, and have been doing 
so for many years.  School dis-

tricts are faced with increased enrollments, 
more students living in poverty, the addi-
tion of AP classes, and upgrading technol-
ogy infrastructure and science labs that all 
cost money.  I also understand dollars are 
not the only solution to meeting all chal-
lenges facing public education, and tight-
ening the belt is good for targeting dollars 
on what is a priority and sticking to mis-
sion.  However, dollars are important, and 
I don’t understand why there is such a large 
disconnect in today’s education forums be-
tween policy and funding.   

After the election, I attended several pol-
icy sessions with panelists from think tanks 
and other organizations pontificating about 
the future of education policy. At none of 
these sessions did the panelists discuss the 
importance of financial resources for public 
education. I’m astonished at the shear dis-
missal of education funding in these con-
versations, as if funding doesn’t contribute 
to the success of a school or student aca-
demic success. These policy wonks believe 
policy change is the only solution, and that 
our public schools are flush with money! 

At the same time the national discussion 
is dismissing increasing funding for public 
education, there is momentum to enact a 
Federal tuition tax credit.  Currently, there 
are 21 tuition tax credit programs across 
the country.  In general, tuition tax credits 
are a scheme by which wealthier Americans 
can get tax savings by donating to a tuition 
scholarship fund.  The scholarship program 
then provides a stipend to students to at-
tend the school of their choice.  The dol-

lars donated to the scholarship fund are 
redirected from state or Federal coffers to 
private, for-profit or religious schools.  Plus, 
there is minimal oversight and accountabil-
ity over these scholarship entities, both in 
terms of transparency for taxpayers and 
protections for students.    

Recently, NAFIS and MISA issued a press 
statement expressing our concerns about 
Secretary DeVos’ remarks on extending 
vouchers to military families and her sup-
port for the Creating Hope and Oppor-
tunity for Individuals and Communities 
through Education (CHOICE) Act.  “On 
the first week of the Month of the Military 
Child, NAFIS believes Secretary DeVos 
should be focused on investing in public 
schools – those in which the majority of 
military-connected children attend - in-
stead of praising a bill that would drain 
dollars away from those schools.” Our press 
statement was quoted in The Washington 
Post and other national education and trade 
press.

In an environment of stagnant appropri-
ations, the NAFIS Family must be united 
and proactive.  As we advocate for Impact 
Aid, we must remember we are advocating 
for not only the students in our own com-
munity, but also the students in the com-
munity next door and across the country.  I 
was speaking to a NAFIS member recently 
who perfectly summed up this sentiment. 
He said we must be guided by the commit-
ment that “what we want for the kids in our 
school district we want for the kids in all 
other federally impacted school districts.”  

NAFIS membership re-
newals will be mailed to 
your school district later this 
month. Your dues enable the 
professional work NAFIS 
provides throughout the year.  
We are proud of the work we 
do, leading the NAFIS Fam-
ily in support of Impact Aid 
in Washington, DC, being a 
source of information and 
technical assistance and serv-
ing as your professional net-
work.  Please do not hesitate 
to contact me if you have any 
questions about membership 
renewal. I look forward to 
continuing to work with you 
throughout the 2017-2018 
membership year.

Section 7003, FY 2017 Initial Pay-
ments – As of April 24, the Department 
is operating under a continuing resolution 
through April 28, 2017, or until the Presi-
dent signs a final appropriation bill for FY 
2017.  Due to the critical nature of current 
year funding to Impact Aid school districts, 
the Office of Management and Budget has 
made a substantial percentage of the FY 
2017 appropriation available for the Depart-
ment to distribute.  At this time, the Depart-
ment has made initial and interim payments 
totaling over $838 million to 1,051 LEAs at 
rates of 80% of LOT and $700 per unit for 
children with disabilities.   The Department 
is reviewing data to support Section 7003(b)
(2) eligibility determinations and the Heav-
ily Impacted payments will be released as 
funds become available.

Section 7002 Payments – The Depart-
ment has released over $60 million to LEAs 
eligible for a FY 2017 foundation payment.

FY 2018 Amendment Deadline is 
June 30 – The Department is no longer 
accepting new applications for FY 2018; 
however, school districts may make changes 
to their FY 2018 applications until June 30, 
2017, using www.G5.gov.  If you are having 
difficulty submitting an amendment, please 
call the G5 helpdesk at 1-888-336-8930.

FY 2017 Field Reviews – Certain FY 
2017 applicants selected for field reviews 
have received letters requesting the support-

ing documentation for their applications.  
Please respond to these requests promptly, 
and if you need an extension because you 
plan to amend your application, contact the 
analyst who sent your notification letter.

Section 7007 Construction Grants 
– The final appropriation for FY 2017 is 
expected to include funds for either 
formula construction grants or a dis-
cretionary construction grant competi-
tion.  The Department will make an an-
nouncement on the Impact Aid listserv 
if there is going to be a competition.

Reminders
Keep ED Updated with your staff 
changes – Did your Impact Aid contact 
person change over the summer?  You 

can notify the Department of additional 
contact persons and staff changes by send-
ing an email to Impact.Aid@ed.gov. 

Keep Up Your DUNS Registration in 
SAM – To receive funds from any Federal 
program, your school district must have 
its DUNS number registered in the Sys-
tem for Award Management (SAM).  Your 
SAM registration must be updated annually.  
Visit www.sam.gov for more information on 
keeping your record active.

Stay in the Loop with ED – The Depart-
ment sends out information and tips for 
Impact Aid applicants on an e-mail listserv.  
You can subscribe to the list at http://www.
ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/impactaid by 
clicking on the link inside the box labeled 
“Subscribe Now.”  You can also mail your 
questions to Impact.Aid@ed.gov or call the 
main Impact Aid Program number at (202) 
260 3858.

mailto:lynn%40nafisdc.org%20?subject=Membership%20Inquiry
mailto:lynn%40nafisdc.org?subject=NAFIS%20Inquiry
http://media.wix.com/ugd/423d5a_2c38fc0ef66141609d15c832f56266f3.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/423d5a_2c38fc0ef66141609d15c832f56266f3.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/423d5a_2c38fc0ef66141609d15c832f56266f3.pdf
www.G5.gov
mailto:Impact.Aid%40ed.gov?subject=
www.sam.gov
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/impactaid
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/impactaid
Impact.Aid%40ed.gov%20
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NAFIS Spring Conference, continued...

Dr. Tim Hodges, the director of educa-
tion research for Gallup, Inc. was Sunday’s 
keynote speaker. Dr. Hodges presented 
K-12 education research and public poll-
ing and discussed it with a positive twist. 
He encouraged the education community 
to celebrate its successes instead of focus-
ing on the areas that need improvement. 
His message was inspirational and left the 
attendees feeling empowered. 

Following the General Session, NAFIS 
held a number of roundtable meetings that 
facilitated a productive conversation be-
tween school board members. Additionally, 
new members were welcomed at the New 
to NAFIS session. During this session, first-
time attendees shared their stories about 

why they joined the NAFIS Family. 
The first day ended with a Meet 

and Greet Reception where members 
were able to reconnect with other 
members, expand their networks, 
and relax after a long first day of pro-
gramming. 

Monday began with multiple 
subgroup meetings and breakfasts. 
After these meetings, breakout ses-
sions began. Members were engaged 
in the sessions, including an Impact 
Aid Regulations session and an in-
formative overview of how to con-
duct a field review, both run by the 
Department of Education. Other 
sessions addressed relevant topics to 
NAFIS members, such as a session 
about learning disabilities and a ses-
sion about innovative approaches to 
school child nutrition. 

The Monday afternoon luncheon 
remains one of the most popular 
events at the conference, but this lun-
cheon was especially notable. Former 
Congressman Chet Edwards provid-
ed Monday’s keynote address where 
he shared his thoughts about the 
times when the Impact Aid commu-
nity remained united in the face of program 
cuts and the future of the Impact Aid pro-

gram. Edwards was a co-founder of 
the House Impact Aid Coalition in 
1995 and a champion of the Impact 
Aid program. 

The Second General Session start-
ed with a U.S Department of Educa-
tion payment update from Acting 
Director Marilyn Hall. Goldmann 
then welcomed Executive Direc-
tors Dan Domenech from AASA 
and Tom Gentzel from the National 
School Boards Association to the 
stage for an interactive panel discus-

sion. The topic of de-
bate was the outlook 
for K-12 education in 
the Trump Adminis-
tration and covered 
questions regarding 
school vouchers and 
funding. 

Meanwhile, staffers 
from the Department 
of Education held a 
one-on-one session, 
providing NAFIS 

...from page 1.

members with the opportunity to ask tech-
nical questions and discuss issues specific 
to their school districts.  

 The Second General Session ended 
with remarks from incoming President 
Sarruda and recognition of outgoing 
NAFIS President Sandy Doebert’s service 
to the organization. Sarruda expressed his 
gratitude toward the organization and his 
readiness to take on the role as NAFIS Pres-
ident. The theme of his speech was advoca-
cy and unity serving as guiding principals 
fro an effective Hill Day for all members 
and their districts. The day ended with State 
meetings that facilitated positive discussion 
among State leaders. 

Snow on the last day of the conference 
did not prevent members from making it 
to the Hill and advocating for Impact Aid. 
NAFIS members met with their represen-
tatives and shared their stories about why 
Impact Aid is so important to their dis-
tricts. After the meetings, members came 
together and shared their successes. It was 
pleasant to hear their experiences and end 
the conference on a high note. 

To celebrate further, the conference 

NAFIS Spring Conference, continued...

ended with a “Party of the Patriots” recep-
tion. Guests wore red, white, and blue and 
rewarded themselves with American-styled 
barbeque for all their hard work. It was 
great to see the NAFIS family unwind, hit 
the dance floor, and say their goodbyes. 

Thank you to all of our members who 
attended, we look forward to seeing you 
again in Washington for the Fall Confer-
ence, September 24-26! 

...from page 4.

Continued on page 5...

Lastly, NAFIS 
would like to say 
a special thanks 
to our sponsor, 
National Math 
and Science Ini-
tiative (NMSI). 
NMSI’s mission 
is to improve 
STEM educa-
tion by preparing 
K-12 students 
to take college 
coursework in 
math and science, 
thus preparing 
them for careers in 
those fields. Their 
gracious support 
of the NAFIS Fall 
and Spring 2017 
Conferences helps 
support program-
ming. 

Thank You!

For Sponsoring the 
NAFIS Spring Conference



6 7

NAFIS Partnership Spotlight, continued...

NAFIS Calendar
May 1-2, 2017
FISEF Two-Day Workshop - NY
Salamanca City School District 
Salamanca, NY

June 12-13, 2017
FISEF Two-Day Workshop - TX
Burkburnett ISD 
Burkburnett, TX

September 23, 2017
FISEF  Level 1 Workshop
Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill
Washington, DC

September 24-26, 2017
NAFIS Fall Conference
Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill
Washington, DC

NAFIS Partnership Spotlight: NSBA

March 17, 2018
FISEF  Level 2 Workshop
Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill
Washington, DC

March 18-20, 2018
NAFIS Spring Conference
Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill
Washington, DC

Check NAFIS Out on Social Media

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nafisschools

Twitter: @NAFISSchools

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com, search NAFISSchools

NAFIS is grateful for our partner-
ships with national organizations 
to advocate on the Hill on behalf 

of the Impact Aid program. We rely on 
our partners as a resource for information 
and they provide us with an open line of 
communication regarding Impact Aid and 
public education policy. One of our clos-
est partner organizations is the National 
Schools Boards Association (NSBA). Many 
NAFIS members are also active in this or-
ganization; the overlapping membership is 
part of what leads to such a close partner-
ship. The executive director of NSBA, Tom 
Gentzel, was a part of a panel discussion 
titled “Outlook for K-12 Education in the 
Trump Administration and New Congress” 
at our spring conference. NSBA staff have 
presented for NAFIS conference breakout 
sessions and NAFIS webinars. NAFIS staff 
attended NSBA’s national conference in 
March. We are grateful for their continued 
support and advocacy efforts for the Impact 
Aid community. 

NSBA believes education is a civil right 
and that all 
children should 
have equal ac-
cess to educa-
tion to reach 
their individual 
potential. The 
org an i z at i on 
advocates for 
equity and ex-
cellence in pub-
lic education 
through school 
board leader-
ship. NSBA 
sent a letter in 
November to 
the House and 
Senate Com-

mittees on Appropriations urging passage 
of the final appropriation measure for the 
remainder of FY17. This would sustain in-
vestments in education programs for dis-
tricts across the country. The NSBA letter 
highlighted the unique challenges federally 
impacted schools face when funding is de-
layed or halted due to a continuing resolu-
tion: “Continued support and funding in the 
upcoming FY17 appropriations process will 
allow school districts to provide a quality 
education to students across the country and 
continue to provide funding for Impact Aid 
school districts. “

NSBA sent a letter to Chairman Cole and 
Ranking Member DeLauro regarding pri-
orities for FY17-18 appropriations on April 
6. They urged the appropriations commit-
tee to swiftly pass final appropriations for 
the remainder of FY17 to maximize invest-
ments in public education. Specifically, the 
letter prioritizes Impact Aid: “Along with 
the National Association of Federal Impact-
ed Schools (NAFIS), we urge sustained ap-
propriations for Impact Aid (Section 7002) 

Federal properties payments. For Fiscal Year 
2018, the Administration’s budget request to 
Congress recommends the elimination of this 

$66.8 million line item that provides funding 
to more than 200 school districts in 29 states 
as a replacement for the lost local revenue 
caused by the Federal presence. . . Each of 
these districts faces the same financial chal-
lenge: a loss of taxable property within their 
jurisdictions and, as a result, a loss of local 
revenue, but just as many students to edu-
cate. In some communities, the Federal gov-
ernment is the largest landowner; and, many 
Federal property school districts are small 
and in rural areas without the additional re-
sources to address the shortfall in revenues 
for education. Funding for Impact Aid pay-
ments for Federal property must be main-
tained for the benefit of all students in these 
districts. Cuts would cause financial harm 
as Impact Aid supports essential needs such 
as personnel and professional development, 

instructional materials, transportation, and 
technology – all critical to providing a well-
rounded education for our students.”

NSBA hosted their annual conference in 
Denver at the end of March which NAFIS 
Executive Director, Hilary Goldmann, at-
tended as an exhibitor to network with cur-
rent and potential NAFIS Members. More 
than 600 individuals who represent Impact 
Aid school districts attended the confer-
ence. “The NAFIS presence at the NSBA 
Annual Conference was a great opportu-
nity to spread the word about Impact Aid, 
to share information about NAFIS with po-
tential new members, and to maintain our 
connections with existing NAFIS mem-
bers,” Goldmann stated. “The booth also 
provided NAFIS an opportunity to meet 
the leaders of many state school board as-
sociations to discuss ways to leverage their 
work in support of Impact Aid.”

Thank you to the following NAFIS mem-
bers who helped at our booth to spread 
the word about the Impact Aid commu-

nity: Roy Nelson, School Board, Red Lake 
School District, MN; Burnie Roper, Su-
perintendent, Lackland ISD, TX; Myron 
Tsosie, School Board Clerk, Chinle Unified 

School District, AZ;  Robert Varner, Super-
intendent, Page Unified School District #8, 
AZ;  and Teresa Wright, Director, Board of 
Education, Fountain Fort Carson School 
District #8, CO. 

We are thankful for our partnership with 
NSBA as we continue to educate and advo-
cate for the education and Impact Aid com-
munities. 

To read the full NSBA letters, please fol-
low the links below. 

November 16, 2016 Letter

April 5, 2017 Letter

Continued on page 7.....

http://http://media.wix.com/ugd/423d5a_53dc1755cced499093228bc3f6b8473b.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/423d5a_5fea33fc62fc4fb29d9cc053d2eab03d.pdfhttp://
https://www.facebook.com/nafisschools
https://twitter.com/NAFISschools
https://www.linkedin.com/company/563349?trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical%3Acompany%2CentityType%3AentityHistoryName%2CclickedEntityId%3Acompany_company_563349%2Cidx%3A0
https://cdn-files.nsba.org/s3fs-public/FY17_Approps_11-2016.pdf
https://www.nsba.org/nsba-fiscal-years-2017-18-appropriations-letter
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Spring Interns Say Goodbye

Before I could even begin to imagine how my semester here in 
DC would turn out, my internship advisor on campus raved 
about how great NAFIS was and how lucky I am to be work-

ing with Jocelyn as my supervisor. I definitely had high expecta-
tions for my semester and this was my first taste of what working 
in the “real world” would entail. It is safe to say this semester has 
exceeded every one of my expectations and has been a highlight of 
my college experience. 

Throughout this semester, I had the opportunity to attend meet-
ings on the Hill and around DC, write pieces for the newsletter, 
and even got to shake hands with Education Secretary, Betsy De-
Vos. I completed a personal project during my internship regard-
ing school nutrition and the challenges rural areas face regarding 
this issue. Interning at NAFIS has been a great opportunity for me 
to see the policy issues facing K-12 school districts today and how 
organizations advocate for students here in DC. The knowledge 
and personal confidence I have gained through this internship by 
working with such a great, tight-knit NAFIS staff has been so re-
warding.

Next fall, I will return to the University of New Hampshire as 
a senior. I will graduate with a Sociology degree with minors in 
Psychology and Justice Studies. After graduation, I am planning 
to participate in City Year to gain first-hand experience of school 
districts educating underrepresented youth. I later hope to return 
to Washington and continue to work with K-12 education policy 
and receive a graduate degree related to this field.   

I am so thankful for my internship experience with NAFIS, 
which has solidified my interest in advocating for public educa-
tion. I could not have asked to work under a better staff during 
my semester here in Washington. Thank you to Hilary, Lynn, and 
Bryan for being so helpful and welcoming during my time here and 
doing all of the hard work you do. Thank you, Jocelyn, for being 
an amazing supervisor - I have learned so much from you. Sarah, 
I am glad we were in this together. Thanks for keeping me up to 
date on political happenings throughout the semester. Thank you 
to the NAFIS staff and all of the NAFIS members who advocate for 
your impacted school districts; you have all made my experience 
unforgettable!

School Voucher Update
Lea Vivian Sarah Gawrysiak

I knew this semester was going to fly by, but I cannot believe I am 
already saying goodbye to NAFIS. On my first day, I thought I 
was not going to be successful at this internship after glancing 

at a 300-page binder on Impact Aid. Now, I am able to say I under-
stand the Budget Control Act, sequestration, line items, and eligi-
bility requirements. Other than reading, my experience at NAFIS 
has led to personal growth.

My weekly assignments of creating databases and writing news-
letters exposed me to the issues, trends, and major players in educa-
tion policy. Attending meetings on the Hill with Jocelyn provided 
me with a greater understanding of the non-profit role in the legis-
lative process and exposed me to D.C. politics. The NAFIS Confer-
ence was - in itself - a learning experience and I enjoyed meeting 
members and helping them advocate for Impact Aid. The theme of 
the conference, paired with my sleep deprivation, reinforced the 
importance of persistence in the workplace and life. 

I could not have received a better supervisor for this semester. 
Jocelyn trusted me to complete tasks on my own, but always re-
mained approachable in case I had questions. To this day, I still 
have not figured out how Jocelyn is able to do everything she does. 
So, thank you, Jocelyn, for being a hardworking and positive role 
model, and I wish you the best. 

As for Hilary, Bryan, and Lynn, thank you for creating a com-
fortable workplace environment. Hilary is the nicest Executive Di-
rector I have met in my life and that probably will not ever change. 
Bryan made me laugh everyday with his stories and questions, for 
example asking if I tried the unicorn drink at Starbucks. I will for-
ever be in awe how Lynn is able to organize the NAFIS conferences 
and if one iota of her abilities rubbed off on me, I will be grateful. 

Lea, I am thankful I was able to share this experience with you. 
Thanks for helping me complete assignments and navigate D.C. I 
do not think I would have survived the NAFIS conference or se-
mester without you. 

The main outcome of this internship is my spark of interest 
in education issues and policies. When I go back to New Jersey, 
I will continue participating in education as a volunteer tutor for 
The Petey Greene Program this summer. During my last year at 
Stockton, I will continue to be a writing tutor on campus and play 

my final year of field 
hockey. Post-gradu-
ation I plan to par-
ticipate in Teach for 
America and then 
eventually apply to 
law school. This life 
plan was conceived 
because of my ex-
periences at NAFIS, 
making this semes-
ter invaluable. 

Thanks again to 
everyone in the of-
fice for helping me 
grow as a profes-
sional and a person. 

Since the release of the fiscal year 2018 budget, the Trump 
Administration and US Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos 
have remained adamant about providing future funding for 

school choice initiatives, including private school vouchers. DeVos 
has been traveling the country visiting public, private, and charter 
schools, simultaneously reiterating her belief all children deserve a 
proper education, regardless of their zip code. Because the admin-
istration’s full budget request has not yet been released, there are 
few details about how voucher programs would be funded at the 
Department of Education. 

President Trump has repeatedly proclaimed Florida’s school 
choice model a success. Two Repub-
licans, Sen. Marco Rubio (FL) and 
Rep. Todd Rokita (IN) recently pro-
posed legislation that would create a 
tax credit scholarship program simi-
lar to Florida’s model at the Federal 
level. Democrats oppose the legisla-
tion, and so do conservatives who 
feel it expands the Federal role in ed-
ucation. Democrats have also asked 
the Government Accountability Of-
fice to study tax credit scholarships 
across states; they want more insight 
on how states have structured their 
tax credit scholarship programs and 
how they have imposed financial ac-
countability requirements. 

Sen. Murray, ranking member of 
the Senate HELP committee, has 
been particularly vocal about her 
opposition to vouchers. Murray re-
leased a Dear Colleague letter stating 
that privatization programs lack ac-
countability, are inaccessible to rural 
students, and force children with 
disabilities to surrender their rights. 
The letter included research about 
the negative effects of transferring 
funds from public institutions and featured commentary from stu-
dents and school administrators, including NAFIS members. 

Superintendent Edna Morris of Baboquivari Unified School Dis-
trict in Arizona said, “If you collectively as a state slash our funding 
by 50-percent, you have basically ruined our education for the 250 
[students] who stayed. Plus, there is no accountability for the 250 
[students] who left; there is no accountability that says they will be 
successful.” 

Career and technical programs in Arizona benefit the commu-
nity by enabling students to gain skills in a variety of fields, one 
being agricultural science. Kayenta Unified School District, on the 
Navajo Nation, deeply needs these skills. Jasmine Blackwater, a for-
mer student of the program, said: “The program gave me a strong 
sense of purpose.” Blackwater is now a student at Stanford Uni-
versity and is planning to serve Navajo Nation upon graduation. 
Transferring tax dollars from public schools to distribute them to 
private schools would directly affect the ability of schools like Kay-
enta to provide necessary programs. 

Separately, the Supreme Court is considering a case about Blaine 
Amendments that could have far-reaching implications for state 
voucher programs. These provisions are, in effect, in 37 states and 
ensure separation of church and state, including a prohibition on 
taxpayer dollars being used for private school. A Missouri church 
is challenging the state’s ban on funding religious groups after the 
state denied its request for funding to build a new playground. 
Blaine Amendments have been a longstanding barrier for school 
vouchers and have survived multiple state ballot repeal efforts. 
DeVos unsuccessfully supported an initiative two decades ago in 
Michigan. 

Opinions on school choice vary. 
A recent Harvard poll indicated that 
over half of Americans approve of 
charter schools and support using 
public funds to allow students to at-
tend private and religious schools. 
However, that support diminishes 
dramatically—to 30 percent—if 
funding is taken from traditional 
public schools. 

These findings come at a time 
when Secretary DeVos is promot-
ing school choice as an alternative 
for children who are attending low-
performing public schools. A recent 
study of the DC voucher program 
found elementary students had low-
er reading and math scores.

While visiting a Department of 
Defense school on Fort Bragg in 
North Carolina, Secretary DeVos 
expressed her support for the Creat-
ing Hope and Opportunity for Indi-
viduals and Communities through 
Education (CHOICE) Act. The 
CHOICE Act would fund vouchers 
for students who live on military 
bases, students with disabilities, and 

low-income families. NAFIS responded to Devos’ comments in a 
press statement that called on DeVos to invest in public schools.  
American Federation of Teachers also disagrees with DeVos’ pro-
posed education policies. Despite this, DeVos accepted President 
Randi Weingarten’s invitation last week to visit rural schools in Van 
Wert, Ohio. Weingarten and DeVos used the opportunity to em-
phasize their opposing views on education by publishing op-eds 
regarding their visits. Weingarten stated that public education is 
“the foundation of democracy.” In return, DeVos wrote in her op-
ed that she supports school choice because “every student should 
have an equal opportunity to get a great education.” 

DeVos reiterated her beliefs on trusting parents to choose the 
best school for their children and stated that her mission as Sec-
retary of Education is to “unleash a new era of innovation in edu-
cation to drive unprecedented achievement.” How DeVos plans to 
achieve these goals is still unknown. 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/423d5a_5a420f7e97d84c688066fdf106f7dd5a.pdf


10 11

Continued on page 12...

FISEF TWO-DAY SCHOOL 
BUSINESS OFFICIALS  
WORKSHOP
 JUNE 12-13, 2017
BURKBURNETT INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
BURKBURNETT, TEXAS

Registration
Name:

School District:

Mailing Address:

Phone:

Fax:

Email:

SCHOOL DISTRICT DATA
1. Select all types of Federal Students Served:

Indian
Lands Military Low Rent

Housing          Civilian

2. Avg. daily attendance last year:

3. Select one used to gather information for survey:
Source 
Check

Student 
Survey Both

ATTENDEE DATA
1. Select all of your current responsibilities:

Student
Survey

Impact Aid
Application

             Budgeting for 
         Impact Aid Receipts

2. Select your years of IMPACT AID experience:

0 1-3 4-7 7-10 Over 10

Note: Bring along a pocket calculator.
PAYMENT INFORMATION
Price:                     Circle your payment option:
$450.00 Cash                 Check          P.O

Checks Payable to: 
Federally Impacted Schools Educational Foundation

Send registration/payment/P.O to:
Bryan Jernigan, FISEF, 444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 419, Washington, DC 20001 or 
via Fax to: (202) 624-5468

TENTATIVE AGENDA
DAY ONE
8:30AM 
Continental Breakfast

9:00AM Introductions

9:10AM How Much Do You 
Know?

9:30AM Law/regulations 
changes  may aff ect your district.
10:30AM How have 
demographic changes aff ected 
the program?

11:00AM Identifying Eligible 
Students

• Survey/Source Check
• Completing Your Section 

7003 Application
• Begin completing 

Section 7003 application 
for FY2017

12:00PM Lunch (provided)

1:00PM The Payment Formula
• Converting membership 

to ADA - class exercise
• Student Weights
• Local Contribution Rate

 – Calculating 
maximum 
payment

 – Calculating 
disability 
payment

2:30PM Understanding/
Computing LOT Percentage

• Your district’s fi nancial 
profi le

• What fi gures do you 
need?

3:00PM Voucher - What does it 
tell me?

3:30PM Class exercise - 
Calculating a payment.

4:00PM Review 

DAY TWO
9:00AM - Other law provisions
- Equalization
- Understanding Table 9
- Indian Policies and Procedures
- How to apply for construction 
grants
10:00AM - Estimate payment 
with your FY17 application
10:45AM - Payment estimates 
to  voucher
11:15AM - Field Reviews
11:45AM - Questions and 
Answers
12:00PM - Adjourn

4:30PM Adjourn

Cancellations received in 
writing by 5/29/16 will be 
refunded in total; between 
6/5/17 and 6/5/17 will be 
refunded 50%; no refund 
thereafter. 

Federal Relations Outreach Meeting Successful

This week, NAFIS members were back in Washington, DC and on the Hill advocating for Impact Aid at the annual Federal Rela-
tion sOutreach (FRO) meeting. The FRO is an opportunity for the NAFIS Family to divide into teams that include representatives 
from each of the NAFIS subgroups (Federal Lands Impacted Schools Association, Mid-to-Low LOT Schools, Military Impacted 

Schools Association, National Indian Impacted Schools Association) and do joint Hill visits with Appropriations offices. The timing of 
the meeting, on the eve of the expiration of the FY 2017 continuing resolution, could not have been better. 

Wednesday afternoon, attendees heard an update on various 
voucher schemes from AASA’s Sasha Pudelski. That was followed 
by updates from Deputy Executive Director Sarah Abernathy of the 
Committee for Education Funding and the US Department of Educa-
tion’s Impact Aid program office staff Marilyn Hall and Jason Talia-
ferro. On Thursday, the groups completed a total of 45 Hill visits with 
House and Senate Appropriations Offices from both parties. 

Of the meeting, NAFIS Director of Government Affairs Jocelyn 
Bissonnette said: “FRO is a great way for NAFIS members to get to 
know each other better, and to educate staff on the various aspects of 
the program.” 8
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Board of Directors 
President
James Sarruda - MTLLS/MISA
jsarruda@nburlington.com

Vice President
Chad Blotsky - NIISA
cblotsky@tcsdk12.org

Treasurer
Ray Proctor - MISA/MTLLS/FLISA
rproctor@fuesd.k12.ca.us

Secretary
Thomas Schneider - FLISA
tschneider@ccsd180.org

Director, Region One
Helen Payne - MISA
hpayne@nhanover.com

Director, Region Two
William Hardin - MISA
whardin@camden.k12.ga.us

Director, Region Three
Wendell Waukau - NIISA
wwaukau@misd.k12.wi.us

Director, Region Four
Keith Mispagel - MISA
kmispagel@usd207.org

Director, Region Five
Jeff Limore - NIISA
jtlimore@gmail.com

Director, Region Six
Amy Kunz - MISA/MTLLS 
amy_kuntz@hawaiidoe.org

Directors At-Large

Trista Hedderman - MISA
Trista.hedderman@k12.sd.us

Rosemarie Kraeger - MISA/MTLLS 
rkraeger@mpsri.net

Voyd St. Pierre - NIISA
voydsp@rockyboy.k12.mt.us

Quincy Natay - NIISA
quincy@chinleusd.k12.az.us

School Board Liaison
Brian Gallup - NIISA
gallupbrian@yahoo.com

Immediate Past President
Sandy Doebert - FLISA
Sdoebert@lhs210.net

IMPACT  is published electronically  bi-monthly by the Na-
tional Association of Federally Impacted Schools, 444 North 
Capitol Street, NW, Suite 419, Washington, DC  20001. 
Main Telephone: (202) 624-5455, Fax Number: (202) 
624-5468. © Copyright 2017 by NAFIS, all rights reserved. 
Nothing appearing in IMPACT may be reproduced without 
the express written permission of the national association. 
We welcome all commentary, contributions, photographs 
and letters to the editor. Please address all correspondence 
to NAFIS at the above address. NAFIS members receive 
IMPACT as a free membership service. Please call or email 
for more information. 

FRO Meeting, continued...
...from page 10.

The FRO is an imporant advocacy event that supplements the Hill days of the annual 
spring and fall conferences.

Thank you to FRO attendees for advocating on behalf of the entire Impact Aid program: 

Last Name First Name  School District    State 
Addington Tom  Central Union Elementary   CA
Brannon  Lynda  Indian Impact Schools of Montana  MT
Castillo-Covert Amy  Sierra Sands USD    CA
DuFrain  Lory  Wagner Community Schoo  SD
Eversole  Wes  Lake Dallas ISD    TX
Fairbairn Kyle  MISA      NE
Gallup  Brian  Browning Public Schools   MT
Gish  Brent  NIISA      MN
Huddleston Karen  Oceanside USD    CA
Lapidus  Fern  Los Alamitos USD   MD
Lerner  Amy  North Hanover Board of Ed  NJ
Madden  Tom  FLISA     IL
Mispagel Keith  Fort Leavenworth USD 207  KS
Naugle  Mark  Custer School District   SD
Payne  Helen  North Hanover Board of Ed  NJ
Pezanoski Cathie  Elwood CCSD #203   IL
Reichert  Robert  Hatboro-Horsham SD   PA
Rogers  Jason  Liberty County    GA
Roper  Burnie  Lackland ISD    TX
Sarruda   James  Northern Burlington    NJ
Schneider Tom  Burr Ridge CCSD 180   IL
Schochenmaier Max  Impact Schools of South Dakota  SD
Sheboy  Frank  Highland Falls - Ft Montgomery  NY
Ticknor  Mary  Lemont High School District 210  IL
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