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The Tents
The word tent, or tents, occurs in the Old Testament over
160 times. The Bible says God,“...made the tribes of Israel
to dwell in their tents” (Psalm 78:55). “Moses spake unto the
heads of the tribes...saying, This is the thing which the LORD
hath commanded” (Numbers 30:1). They did not like His plan
and refused to stay with it. As a result they paid a terrible
price.

The Churches
The word church and churches occurs in the New Testament over
100 times. The Bible says, “These things write I unto thee...that thou
mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth” (First Timothy 3:14-15). That is God’s plan for our present age.
Like Israel, we have refused to stay with God’s plan. As a result we
are also paying a terrible price. God’s plan for Israel was plain and it was simple. Israel

was divided into twelve tribes. God had ordained priests to teach, and in turn, fathers
were to lead their families in the way of the Lord.
Deuteronomy 6:4-8,
“And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou
shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.”

God’s plan for today is also plain and simple. It requires pastors and fathers to take
their responsibilities seriously.
The Pastor’s God-Given Responsibility
Second Timothy 2:2,
“The things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”
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The Father’s God-Given Responsibility
Ephesians 6:4,
“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.”

Before Israel Entered The Promised Land They Followed God’s Plan
In the wilderness it was God’s plan for priests to teach and the parents were to be sure
their families understood the things that were being taught. It was in this context we read,
“How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel!” (Numbers 24:5). When Joshua
led Israel into the Promised Land we read the plan remained the same.
Psalm 78:55, God,“...cast out the heathen also before them, and
divided them an inheritance by line, and made the tribes of Israel to dwell
in their tents.”
The Philistines were a threat to Israel, and the elders of Israel
regarded God’s plan as insufficient to handle the problem. Samuel
gave them a simple solution. He said, “Prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and
serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines” (First Samuel
7:3).

God’s Leaders Decided They Would Rather Trust Their Own Plan.
In First Samuel 8:4 we read, “Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and
came to Samuel and said unto him...make us a king to judge us like all the nations.”
It Was God’s Purpose To Show Himself Powerful Through His Tribes.
First Corinthians 1:27-29,
“God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base
things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen...That no flesh
should glory in his presence.”

God did not need His people to take things into their own hands, and fight their battles
like, “all the nations.” When God’s people trust God, He takes care of His people. Israel
should have trusted God in Samuel’s day and claimed the promise, “I will seek to destroy
all the nations that come against Jerusalem” (Zechariah 12:9).
Samuel pleaded with the people to continue doing things God’s way; however, we read,
“Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we
will have a king over us” (First Samuel 8:19).
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Samuel continued to warn them, but they refused to listen. Finally, Samuel
said, “And ye have this day rejected your God, who himself saved you out of all
your adversities and your tribulations; and ye have said unto him, Nay, but set a
king over us” (First Samuel 10:19).

Their Plan Looked Good At The Beginning
Israel’s first King was King Saul. His principle focus was to conduct a
confrontation against the Philistines. Israel’s new organization appeared to be a much
better plan than a group of seemingly insignificant tribes without a central leader.
“And there was sore war against the Philistines all the days of Saul: and when Saul saw
any strong man, or any valiant man, he took him unto him” (First Samuel 14:52). First
Samuel 13:4 says, “And all Israel heard say that Saul had smitten a garrison of the
Philistines...”
Then, Saul overstepped his God-given boundaries in offering a burnt offering. In First
Samuel 13:11-14 we read, “And Samuel said, What hast thou done?... Thou hast done
foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he commanded
thee: for now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now thy
kingdom shall not continue.”

David Reigned Over Israel For The Next Forty Years.
His reign was regarded as Israel's "golden age;" however, he began to go the way of the
kings of “all the nations.” David began to ignore God’s commands. In Deuteronomy
17:14-17 we read a king in Israel was not to “multiply wives to himself.” Second Samuel
3:2-5 lists six of David’s wives and then, following the ways of the kings who were noted
for how large a harem they had, we read, “And David took him more concubines and
wives out of Jerusalem.”
The Shepherd And The Sovereign
When David was a shepherd with his “few sheep” (First Samuel 17:28) he was a man “after
God’s own heart.” (First Samuel 13:14). When David became a sovereign, he chose to follow
the example of the kings of “all the nations.”
First Samuel 27:3 tells us of two of David’s wives plus “Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal's

wife.” Then David took “Uriah's wife,” (Second Samuel 12:15) and had Uriah and his men
slaughtered so that he could have her. God is not mocked by unsaved sinners or by born
again saints. David paid dearly for his sin.
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About Eighty Percent of Israel’s Kings “Did Evil In The Sight of The Lord.”
Israel also paid dearly for her disobedience in rejecting God and choosing a king. First
Samuel 8:7 says, “And the LORD said unto Samuel...they have not rejected thee, but they have
rejected me, that I should not reign over them.” Following King Saul, King David, and King
Solomon, about eighty percent of Israel’s kings did “evil in the sight of the LORD.”
How did their plan to battle the Philistines turn out? God is not mocked. We read, “The
LORD delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years” (Judges 13:1).

The Weakness of The Leadership
One of the earlier problems that led to Israel’s downfall was Moses shirking his Godgiven responsibilities. At the burning bush, Moses complained that he could not handle
Pharaoh by himself. We read, “And the anger of the LORD was kindled against
Moses” (Exodus 4:14). God allowed Moses to get help from Aaron, his brother, and although
it appeared to work well at the beginning; before long, Moses realized it would have been
better to listen to God. Exodus 32:1 says, “The people gathered themselves together unto
Aaron.”

Aaron Led The People Into Idolatry
Exodus 32:2-5,
“And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your
wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. And all the people
brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And
he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it
a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the
land of Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made
proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD.” Aaron did all this
wickedness in the Name of “the Lord.”
Again, we find Moses not wanting to carry his God-given responsibilities alone. He gladly
received the advice of Jethro when he asked, “why sittest thou thyself alone?” (Exodus 18:14).
Jethro said, “this thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyself
alone” (Exodus 18:18). Jethro advised Moses to share his responsibilities with other men.

Again, when we reject God’s simple plan for one of our own it never turns out well.
Moses soon regretted what he did. He found his authority was challenged. In verse
twenty-one Moses said, “Behold, the LORD thy God hath set the land before thee: go up and
possess it, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, neither be
discouraged.”
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They refused to follow his command saying, “We will send men before us, and they shall
search us out the land.” We read, they “rebelled” and they “murmured” in their tents (Verses
22-27). In Numbers 11:1 we read, “And when the people complained, it displeased the LORD:
and the LORD heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt among them,
and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp.”
The plan was so ineffective, Moses finally cried out to God, “Kill me, I pray thee, out of
hand, if I have found favour in thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness” (Numbers 11:15).

There is always a price tag on rejecting God’s will, and God’s way. Moses said to the
people, “Furthermore the LORD was angry with me for your sakes, and sware that I should not
go over Jordan, and that I should not go in unto that good land, which the LORD thy God giveth
thee for an inheritance” (Deuteronomy 4:21). If Moses had waited on God for only a few

months, he would have met with God on the mountain. God spent forty days and
nights giving detailed instructions concerning how He wanted things done.
Moses chose to listen to Jethro’s counsel of possibly forty minutes. Like
David, Moses paid dearly for his mistake.
First, Moses shirked his responsibility as God’s spokesman. The result was
Aaron leading the people into idolatry. Second, Moses shirked his
responsibility in judging for God and we read, “...the fire of the LORD burnt
among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp.” The
rest wandered in the wilderness for forty years. Third, Moses shirked his responsibility as

God’s chosen leader.
Numbers 11:11-17,
“And Moses said unto the LORD, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? and
wherefore have I not found favour in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this
people upon me? I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for
me.”
God allowed Moses to have seventy helpers. In verse fourteen we read, “And the LORD said
unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the
elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the
congregation, that they may stand there with thee. And I will come down and talk with thee
there: and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall
bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone.” The third time
Moses rejected his God-given responsibility we find, Moses lost some of his power with
God. The Lord said, “I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them.” (V.
17).
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Moses also lost some power with men. His leadership was challenged even by his own
brother and sister. Ten spies challenged his authority and there was anarchy among the
leaders. That group of seventy turned out to be the organization that voted to crucify
the Son of God.

God’s Plan For Our Age Is Also Plain And Simple
For Israel it was priests teaching the people, and parents training their families to do what
God commanded. God’s plan for our day is local churches. Acts 15:5 says, “And so were
the churches established...” God gave pastors who are to teach “faithful men, who shall be
able to teach others also” (Second Timothy 2:2). Ephesians 4:11,12 says, “And he gave
some...pastors and teachers...for the perfecting of the saints.” The plan was plain, and it was
simple. God wanted pastors teaching the Word of God and parents teaching their children
to follow God’s Word. Ephesians 6:4 says, “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”

We, Like Israel, Decided We Had A Better Plan
Lord, we know what the Bible
First Samuel 8:4 says, “The elders gathered themselves says, but we want to do it like
together” and decided they wanted to do it like the world
the world does it!
does it. In the late 1800s and early 1900s, God’s leaders
gathered themselves together because we were concerned
about the advancement of modernism and liberalism. We decided something
needed to be done to combat our Philistines. We decided we needed an
“ism” to stand against modernism and liberalism. We called it
“fundamentalism.” Our leaders decided God’s local churches, scattered
everywhere could not handle the threat. Like Israel, we forsook God’s way and went the
way of the world and God’s local churches were made to be considered insignificant.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The World Has Colleges ... We organized colleges.
The World Gives Doctors Degrees ...We give Doctors Degrees.
The World Has Newspapers ... We started newspapers.
The World Has Magazines ... We published magazines.
The World Has Seminars ... We organized seminars.
The World Has Associations ... Baptist have over 300 different Associations.
The World has a Board of Directors ... Para-church ministries have their Boards.

The fact remains that we never needed to join the worlds’ list of movements. All we had
to do was stay with God’s program like we did for nearly 2000 years. (A movement is any
ministry that is organized outside of a local church).
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Our fundamental movement is not, and never has been, the answer. God’s local
church is the only plan we have been given. The local church as pictured in the Word of
God is a company of believers meeting in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ standing in a
bold moral contradiction to the modernism and liberalism of the world. If pastors taught
their people as commanded, and parents made sure their families lined up with the
Scriptures, the job would be done.
God’s Plan Has Always Been A Simple Plan
For Israel it was “the tribes of Israel.” For our age God’s plan is local “churches.” The
word churches is found thirty-seven times in the New Testament. Seven times in God’s
final Book in the New Testament we read, “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches.”

How God Planned It!
God’s method for today is simply pastors teaching and preaching the truth and fathers
instilling these truths into the hearts of the family. We
decided we had abetter plan. The influence of
pastors and parents faded and the influence of
college presidents took control. Soon the phrase,
“As goes the colleges, so goes the churches,”
became an unscriptural fact. God’s plan is
pastors“...in every city” (Titus 1:5). Today, parachurch groups have more influence than most
pastors. Scores of ministries, with no Scriptural
foundation continue to spring up around the
world. There are now thousands of
“fundamental” para-church ministries on the
internet “doing that which is right in their own
eyes.”
To add to our fundamental confusion, in the last fifty years,
new issues have come to the forefront with many “fundamentalists” taking many
different positions concerning these issues, or taking no position at all. A partial list
includes such important issues as...Bible translations, music standards, dress standards,
Calvinism, salvation, repentance and separation.

PAGE 9

While many fundamentalists continue taking different positions on these issues, it
becomes obvious that the word fundamental means many different things to many people.
The term now raises more questions than it answers.
Fundamentalism is an “ism.” An ism is “a tag hooked on the end of a name that
promotes a belief accepted as authoritative by a group.” For example, Communism,
Marxism, Socialism, Modernism, Mohammedanism, Unitarianism, Catholicism, Nazism,
Zionism, Fundamentalism...and the list goes on!
The World Has Its’ Socialism
Socialism is a mixture of Communism, Marxism, Anarchism and anything contrary to
Capitalism. Like socialism, we fundamentalist have our own mixture of fundamentalism,
neo-fundamentalism, pseudo-fundamentalism, militant-fundamentalism and-moderate
fundamentalism.
The World Has Its’ Modernism
Modernism represents those who “modify traditional beliefs according to modern ideas.”
Since modernism represents “the present,” as opposed to “the past,” modernism changes
every few years. Like modernism, fundamentalism has modified its beliefs to line up with
modern ideas.
The World Has Its’ Liberalism
Liberalism represents those who “are open to new behaviour or opinions and are willing
to discard traditional values.” Like Liberalism, many who travel under the banner of
fundamentalism are open to new behaviour or opinions while discarding traditional
values.
I have been a Christian for over sixty years. During that time fundamental groups have
come, and they have gone. I have watched different groups of fundamentalists form their

own “core of beliefs concerning what they thought was important.” Fundamentalists have
change their position on issues such as the King James Bible, music standards, dress
standards, separation, repentance and other issues. These things were, and are, being set
aside for “new modern ideas” of fundamentalism.
I remember when The World Congress of Fundamentalists met in Edinburgh, Scotland in
1976. In the resolutions under, “We Believe” they said - “A fundamentalist maintains an

immovable allegiance to the inerrant, infallible, and verbally inspired Bible. A
fundamentalist believes that whatever the Bible says is so. A fundamentalist judges all
things by the Bible and is judged by the Bible and is judged only by the Bible.”
PAGE 10

Would not Pentecostal churches, Brethren churches, Calvinists, Jack Van Impe, and most
TV evangelists say that is what they believe?
They said, “A fundamentalist maintains an immovable allegiance to the inerrant,
infallible, and verbally inspired Bible.” What Bible? Today, there are many people
running under the banner of fundamentalism using different translations of the Word of
God.
They said, “A fundamentalist believes that whatever the Bible says is so.” Wouldn’t
every Christian denomination say they believe that?
They said, “A fundamentalist judges all things by the Bible and is judged by the Bible
and is judged only by the Bible.” If all fundamentalists “judge all things by the Bible”
how is it we have fundamental leaders leading in so many different directions?

All Truth!!!
John 16:13,
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth.”
All truth is all truth! Some fundamentalists believe that repentance is necessary for
salvation, others believe repentance is the enemy of soul winning. Somebody is right and
somebody is wrong! Some fundamentalists promote Calvinism, others reject it as heresy.
Somebody is right and somebody is wrong! Some fundamentalists accept the Bible

teaching concerning separation, music
standards, and dress standards, as taught in
the Scriptures, while others reject all, or part
of those important truths. Somebody is right

“In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths” (Proverbs 3:6).

and somebody is wrong! The Holy Spirit does
not have different sets of truth.

Understanding God’s Response
Concerning Israel
At the beginning, much good was done when
the kings ruled in Israel, and much good was
done when our fundamental movement first
began.
In First Samuel 12:1 we read,
“And Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, I have hearkened unto your voice in all that ye
said unto me, and have made a king over you. And now, behold, the king walketh before
you.”
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God’s Conditional Blessing After They Chose Their King.
In First Samuel 12:20-25 we read, “
“And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye have done all this wickedness: yet turn
not aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart; And turn ye not
aside: for then should ye go after vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver; for they are
vain. For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great name's sake: because it hath
pleased the LORD to make you his people.”

Samuel Also Stood With Them After They Chose Their King.
It was in the context of Israel’s rejection of God’s perfect will that Samuel said,
“Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray
for you: but I will teach you the good and the right way: Only fear the LORD, and serve him
in truth with all your heart: for consider how great things he hath done for you. But if ye
shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both ye and your king.”

Verse 13,
“Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye have desired! and,
behold, the LORD hath set a king over you. If ye will fear the LORD, and serve him, and
obey his voice, and not rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then shall both ye and
also the king that reigneth over you continue following the LORD your God.”

God blessed Israel as they followed His Word and He has blessed the leaders of our parachurch ministries as they “fear the LORD, and serve him, and obey his voice, and not rebel
against the commandment of the LORD.”

Comparing Gipsy Smith And Jack Van Impe
Gipsy Smith did not conduct his evangelistic ministry under the authority of a local
church; however, he remained doctrinally sound in his preaching, and in his associations.
Gipsy Smith did not preach false doctrines, or fellowship with those who did. Like the
Psalmist, Gipsy Smith could say, “I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them
that keep thy precepts” (Psalm 119:63). The word precepts here means things authorized by
God. Gipsy Smith preached the things that are authorized by God, and was a companion
of those who did the same.
Jack Van Impe can not say,“I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep
thy precepts” (Psalm 119:63).Van Impe preaches false doctrines and is a companion of those

who preach false doctrines. In his book entitled, Heart Disease in the Body of Christ, he
called for the unity of all professing Christians. He said, “Let’s forget our labels and come
together in love, and the pope has called for that. ... Till I die I will proclaim nothing but love for
all my brothers and sisters in Christ, my Catholic brothers and sisters, Protestant brothers and
sisters, Christian Reformed, Lutherans, I don’t care what label you are.”
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The Bible is plain. “If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not
into your house, neither bid him God speed” (Second John 1:10).

We Had No Fundamental Movement For 2000 Years
Fundamentalism began in the early 1900s. That means, Jonathan Edwards, George
Whitefield, John Westley, Charles Finney, C. H. Spurgeon, Peter, James, John, and Jesus
could not have been fundamentalists because the term did not exist then. The word
“fundamentalism” had no entry in the Oxford Dictionary until 1950. The word
“fundamentalist” was not added until 1989. (Second Edition)
We made a mistake when we said, Nay, but we will have our kings. Like Israel of old, we

have had some good kings (leaders) and we have have some compromisers who have
rejected God’s way for their own way, and like Israel we are paying dearly for our
disobedience.
“High Time To Awake”
“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of
sleep” (Romans 13: 11-12). Second Timothy 3:1 refers to the condition of the

local church (Not the world, our local churches) in the last days as being “perilous.”
The dictionary meaning of perilous is to be, “exposed to imminent risk of disaster or
ruin.” The Greek word (chalepos) is used in only one other place, describing the danger of
those who would associate with the maniac of Gadara. (Matthew 8:28). The reason for the
risk of disaster or ruin in our local churches is because of the fact that many of the leaders
of our so-called fundamental movement have decided they“will not endure sound
doctrine” (Second Timothy 4:3).
While Men Slept The Tares Have Been Planted
Some of our Christian leaders of today are sound-asleep, some are half-asleep. Those that
are half-asleep see things from a dozy condition and obviously have a very limited
discernment of anything that is going on around them.
They are like people who wake up in the morning, half-awake and half-asleep trying to
figure out what day it is. As a result they have no ability “...to discern between the unclean
and the clean” (Ezekiel 44:23).

“Return And Discern”
Malachi 3:18 refers to God’s people coming back to doing things God’s way. We read,
“Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that
serveth God and him that serveth him not.”
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There never has been a greater need for this than we face today. It is “high time to awake!”
It is time to “return, and discern.”
Many of our so-called fundamental leaders of today are like the priests in Ezekiel’s day
who refused to listen to God. Ezekiel 22:26 says, “Her priests have violated my law...they
have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they shewed difference
between the unclean and the clean.” The spiritual leaders in Ezekiel’s day were not rebuked
for immoral practices, they were rebuked for refusing to teach the “difference between the
holy and profane, neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean.”

Spiritual Discernment
Spiritual discernment is not mental discernment. It does not begin in our mind it begins in
our spirit. That is why the Bible speaks of being “spiritually discerned” rather than
mentally discerned. (First Corinthians 2:14). The Bible says the Holy Spirit speaks to our spirit.
(Romans 8:16). This is the way, and the only way, that God gives us direction concerning
what He wants us to do, and more importantly what He wants us to be.
Discernment is much more than a mental skill, it is direction from God concerning what is
“acceptable unto the Lord” (Ephesians 5:10). Spiritual discernment is the God-given ability to

evaluate all things as God evaluates them. A Christian without spiritual discernment will
compromise, because it is impossible for him to understand “...the difference between the
holy and profane.” They are unable to “...discern between the unclean and the clean” (Ezekiel
22:26). Jesus rebuked those who could,“...discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but how
is it that ye do not discern this time?” He continued, “Yea, and why even of yourselves judge
ye not what is right?” (Luke 12:56-57).

Do You Know What Time It Is?
Romans 13:11 refers to them that are capable of “...knowing the time.” God has always
had a remnant and His remnant is always small in number. In Isaiah 1:9 the prophet Isaiah
said, “Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as
Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.”
Isaiah 16:14 says “...the remnant shall be very small and feeble.” God has a remnant today.

His remnant is made up of faithful pastors in local churches across our land who have not
compromised the doctrines of the Word of God to reach a crowd. His remnant is made up
of faithful pastors who week after week give their lives for the sheep rather than for the
compromising movement of our day.
Remnant Arise And Be Heard
It is to the remnant of our day that God says, “...now it is high time to awake.” To be asleep
is to be in a state of inactivity.
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Jude 1:3 commands us to “...earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints.” This is not a time for inactivity, it is time for God’s remnant to rise up and be
heard. This is the time to “Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready
to die” (Revelation 3:2).

Should We Judge?
• Jesus said - “...judge righteous judgment.” (John 7:24).
• Jesus said - “...why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right? (Luke 12:57).
In our age of apostasy, some Pastors (with a very limited ability to discern the Scriptures) take
the position that as long as someone is interested in winning souls we should remain
silent about their compromises. Others have said if a ministry has helped them they
should remained silent. (I was saved under the ministry of Billy Graham. Should I remain silent
about his compromise?)

Peter Was Winning Souls
Was Paul wrong when he openly confronted Peter in Galatians chapter two? Was Jesus
wrong when He publicly rebuked Peter in Matthew chapter sixteen? Peter was rebuked
“before them all,” and in so doing neither Jesus, or Paul, caused disunity. Compromisers
cause disunity!
Peter’s Response To Paul’s Rebuke
Peter acknowledged his sin. At the council at Jerusalem, recorded in Acts chapter fifteen,
Peter defended Paul in their discussion concerning the very thing Paul had publicly
confronted him about. In Peter’s final recorded words he referred to Paul as “...our beloved
brother Paul,” and he made reference to “...the wisdom given unto him.” (Second Peter 3:15).
What Does The Bible Say?
Romans 16:17 tells us plainly that we are to “...mark them which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them."

Silence Gives Consent
Silence gives consent; therefore, we are commanded not to remain silent. We have a
God-given responsibility to defend the truth. When Peter compromised concerning Bible
doctrine, Paul publicly “...withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.” (Galatians
2:11). Paul did not look the other way because Peter was his friend.
Truth demands that influential leaders need to be publicly confronted when things are
done that are not “...acceptable unto the Lord.” (Ephesians 5:10).
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Why Didn’t Paul Handle It Privately?
Paul could have sat down with Peter privately; however, he did not. He handled it before
them all and God made sure the account was recorded in the Scriptures for our example.
First Timothy 5:20 commands, “Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.”
The Bible says, “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (Colossians 2:8).
It is impossible to do these things commanded below without making a judgment about
people.

Under the direction of the Holy Spirit...
•
•
•

Paul publicly judged the behavior of others (First Corinthians 5:1).
Paul judged, and then publicly confronted Peter for his compromise
John (noted for love) judged the behavior of Diotrephes (Third John 9).

•

Paul judged, and then publicly named those who were unscriptural (First Timothy 1:18-20;

(Galatians 2:11-14).

Second Timothy 2:15-18; Second Timothy 4:14-15).

•
•
•

We are commanded to judge those who cause divisions (Romans 16:17).
We are commanded to judge and then refute false doctrine (Titus 1:9).
We are commanded to judge, and then to withdraw fellowship from some Christians
(Second Thessalonians 3:6).

•

Pastors are commanded to judge disputes between members in the local church (First
Corinthians 6:1-8).

•
•
•

Pastors are commanded to judge concerning unrepentant sins of church members,
and to take the appropriate actions (Romans 16:17).
Pastors are commanded to judge concerning unconfessed sin (First Corinthians 5:3-5).
Christ rebuked the pastor of Thyatira for not judging a woman’s actions (Revelation
2:20-24).

•

We are commanded to judge the doctrinal teaching of preachers, and teachers by
God's Word (Matthew 7:15-20; Acts 17:10-11; First Corinthians 14:29; Titus 1:10-16; 3:10; Hebrews 13:7;
First John 4:1; Revelation 2:20-24).

We Have No Scriptural Grounds To Judge Motives of Others
We Are Commanded To Judge Methods.
Jesus said, “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24).

Motives are the reason or reasons for doing something. We are commanded to judge
methods, and can do that by simply looking into the Word of God for direction; however,
it is impossible for us to judge the motives of others. Even judging our own motives is
impossible unless the Holy Spirit and the Word of God are involved in the process.
Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is...a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart.
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The Tents And The Churches
The Bible says,“He...made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents” (Psalm
78:55). “Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes...saying, “This is the thing
which the LORD hath commanded” (Numbers 30:1). They did not like His plan
and refused to stay with it. As a result they paid a serious price.

The word church or churches is in the New Testament over 100 times. “These things
write I unto thee...that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself
in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and
ground of the truth” (First Timothy 3:14-15). That is God’s plan for our present
age. Like Israel, we have refused to stay with God’s plan. As a result we
are also paying a serious price.
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