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Disciplemaking is a huge topic of conversa4on right now in the Western church. This is
awesome because it’s the ﬁnal command Jesus gave his disciples. To make disciples the way
He made disciples.
And we know how He made disciples. From calling to sending we see it in the Gospel
accounts as well as in the lives of His disciples, most notably Paul because he wrote a lot.
So, let’s breakdown Gala4ans 2:20 into four parts summing up Paul’s disciplemaking life in
Christ. A key to helping us understand why Paul lived the way he did, and why we’re
compelled to arrange our lives around disciplemaking too.
Take a look at the diagram below, grab a Bible and spend some 4me processing. But before
you begin, spend some 4me in prayer asking the Lord for clarity and conﬁdence. When
you’ve worked through it, take a disciple through it, part by part, as well.

Part 1: Our Victory / ‘I have been crucified with Christ.’

What does it mean to be crucified with Christ?

Let this sink in, if we are cruciﬁed and raised to new life with Jesus in us - then nothing God
commands a disciple to do will be impossible for that believer to do.

Part 3: Our Access / ‘And the life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of
God.’

How do I daily live by faith?
Imagine having a million dollars in the bank and yet always asking a friend for a ride to work.
The resource is there, but your not accessing it. The disciple who daily accesses their divine
resource, Christ in them, lives a life marked and moved by faith.
When I read Gala4ans 2:20 in light of Paul’s life I’m convicted, encouraged, challenged and
called to live by faith.
Again, read the passages below connected to Part 3 and see how a disciple’s limitless faith in
Christ moves them in the power of Christ for the sake of His mission to make disciples in our
homes, neighborhoods, oﬃces and local church body.

Let’s get technical for a minute. Paul made this statement in the indica4ve mood, perfect
tense, and passive voice. Do you know what this means? That it’s a fact. His past ac4on of
being cruciﬁed with Christ (not literally) is complete for his en4re / eternal life. And the
passive voice notes that this is done by a force outside of himself, God.

Know this, disciples have access to all the resources of Christ by faith in Him. Faith is
aZemp4ng to obey Jesus expec4ng Him to fulﬁll our aZempt with His power that works
within us.

Along with Christ, we are free from the eternal consequences of sin through being
reconciled to God through the victory of Christ on and oﬀ the cross. Read through the
passages below connected to Part 1 and you’ll see that disciples of Jesus are jus4ﬁed,
sanc4ﬁed, gloriﬁed and delivered.

Part 4: Our Motivation / ‘Who loved me and gave Himself up for me.’

The fact is, when you and I repent (turn from our sin and press into Christ) and believe the
Gospel, we’ve been saved from the penalty, power and future presence of sin; and delivered
from the power of Satan.

Part 2: Our Resource / ‘It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.’

How great is the love we are loved with?
So why did Paul risk his life for the name and fame of Jesus? Why spend years in prison?
Why suﬀer shipwrecks, hunger, mocking, bea4ngs, stoning, whippings, rejec4on and a
generally uncomfortable rhythm of life for Christ?
Because Jesus actually was and is the One He claimed to be. That’s why. Read the passages
below with Part 4 and make it personal. Soak in God’s love for you. It’s true and it’s worth
invi4ng Jesus in to renovate our hearts, minds, bodies, schedules, dreams, opinions and
knowledge - our whole being!

What does it mean to have Christ living in me?
Think about the incredible reality of this claim. Becoming a disciple of Jesus means that you
and I no longer live subject to our own lusts and desires and plans and abili4es. What’s
more, it means that we’re resourced with the incredible power of God in and through us.

This was Paul’s mo4va4on for making disciples in the rhythm of Jesus. And this is what’s
mo4va4ng me more and more every day to inten4onally disciple my kids and those the
Spirit brings into my life. And this is our hope and prayer for you as well.
Remember, Jesus loves us with the greatest love of all and His love never fails.

Paul’s words clarify Jesus’ promise to send believers His Spirit in John 14. As well as His
promise to be with us always in MaZhew 28. In fact, to have Christ in us is to have the
power of the Trinity within us. Read the passages alongside Part 2 below and see how this
claim overhauls us.
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So we enter a life-long rhythm of discipleship to Jesus, and the call and purpose of
disciplemaking begins.

What does it mean to be crucified with Christ?

Part 1: Our Victory
I have been crucified
with Christ.

Romans 5:10 Jus$ﬁed: free from the penalty of sin
Romans 6:6-7 Sanc$ﬁed: free from the power of sin
John 14:1-3 Gloriﬁed: free from the presence of sin
Hebrews 2:14-15 Delivered: free from slavery to sin and Satan
FACT: Anyone who repents and believes the Gospel has been freed from the penalty, power and presence of sin; and
delivered from the power of Satan.

What does it mean to have Christ living in me?

Part 2: Our Resource
It’s no longer I who live
but Christ who lives in me.

Romans 8:9-11 Christ and the Holy Spirit within us, our resource
MaZhew 28:19-20 ‘the name’ - singular noun referring to the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit with us always

Q. And if the Triune God lives within the disciple, then…
Luke 1:37 ‘…nothing is impossible with God’ who is in us
FACT: Nothing God commands a disciple to do will be impossible for that believer to do.

How do I daily live by faith?

Part 3: Our Access
The life I now live in the
flesh, I now live by faith in
the Son of God,

2 Thessalonians 1:11 God may… fulﬁll every resolve for good and every act prompted by faith

Q. But can we really succeed? What do we gain to help us succeed?
Ephesians 1:19-20 immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe
Ephesians 3:20 through His power, He does more than we could ever imagine
FACT: We can access all the resources of Christ by faith in Him. Faith is aDempEng to obey the Lord expecEng Him to fulﬁll
our aDempt with His power that works within us.

Part 4: Our Motivation
Who loved me and gave
Himself up for me.

How great is the love we are loved with?

Romans 5:8 God showed His love for us, sinners, through Christ’s death
John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this
Corinthians 13:4-8a Love is the fulﬁllment of all that is good and right - and love never fails

FACT: Jesus loves us with the greatest love of all and His love never fails.
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1. What’s God teaching you?
2. How are you going to respond?

2 Key Q’s:

Living the Life of Christ: Gala4ans 2:20
WORKSHEET

Part 1: Our Victory

What does it mean to be crucified with Christ?

I have been crucified
with Christ.

Part 2: Our Resource

What does it mean to have Christ living in me?

It’s no longer I who live
but Christ who lives in me.

Part 3: Our Access

How do I daily live by faith?

The life I now live in the
flesh, I now live by faith in
the Son of God,

Part 4: Our Motivation

How great is the love we are loved with?

Who loved me and gave
Himself up for me.
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