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Students volunteer to help with 
taxes this season

BOOKSTORE COMES 
CRASHING DOWN 

What’s Inside

New sports app goes viral 
at launch party

Did you know there’s an app for ranting about 
sports? And the founders of the app graduated 

from right here at Bloomsburg University?
Well, there is, and they did. Sean Roth and Paul 

Rosa, both graduates of the Class of 2013, came 
up with the idea for an app called “Sploops” for 

sports fans to rant over social media.

A taste of his own 
medicine

Opinion Page 4

Martin Shkreli, pharmaceutical billionaire 
and “most hated man in America” according 
to the Daily Beast in 2015, is out of control. 
He has proven the ability to make money and 
raise pro ts as well as proven the ability to  nd 
himself in the hot seat with America and out 

of a job.
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Gamer Girl: Top five
 franchises that need to end

Every gamer has their favorite franchise and when some-
thing new is released, they just have to have it. There is no-
thing more that fans want than for their most cherished game 
series to keep going on forever. But after a while, some titles 
can get old when every game or expansion is the same as the 

last.

Features Page 6

Photos: IoannIs PashakIs/the VoIce

The demolition of the University Bookstore 
building started on Jan. 19 and is scheduled 
to end sometime in mid-March. Constuction 
is set to begin in April of this year for a new 
building that will consist of student housing, 
the bookstore which is now located in Kehr 
Union, dining facilities and the mailroom that 
has been temporarily moved to the side of El-
well Hall. Construction is slated to be finished 

Aug. 2017.

By AmBer BogdAnowicz

Staff Writer

Bloomsburg students in-
volved with the Student Ac-
counting Association will be 
participating in the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance Pro-
gram (VITA) which provides 
tax services to low income 
families and individuals at not 
cost. This will take place at 
the Greenly Center Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from Feb. 8 through April 6, 4  
p.m. to 8 p.m.

The goal of the VITA pro-
gram is to prepare and file 
federal, state and local income 
tax returns for eligible low to 
moderate income families of 
the Bloomsburg community.

The 70 Bloomsburg stu-
dents that helped out with 
the VITA program last year 
all received IRS certification 
through online training and 
gained invaluable experience 
dealing with various types of 
returns and forms. 

Gabriel Genovese, an ac-
counting professor and coor-
dinator of the VITA program, 
has been in charge of the 
15-year-old program for the 
past five years. 

“It’s good for the communi-

ty because they get their taxes 
done for free. Though it is a 
fairly simple process, people 
get extremely overwhelmed,” 
Genovese said. “We want 
them to get refunded properly, 
not ripped off from other pro-

grams.”
The VITA program assisted 

330 tax payers last year and 
filed about 1,000 tax reforms. 
“The community likes it be-
cause it’s free, but it also gets 
the school involved and in the 
news.” Genovese said.

A VITA class also offered 
under the direction of Geno-

vese. The class is full of vol-
unteers and it gives students 
some class credit. During the 
class, students examine all 
types of returns they would 
encounter and how to re-
solve any tax problem they’d 

encounter with the different 
types of people they would be 
working with.

In the past, the VITA pro-
gram was significantly small-
er than it is now only serving 
about 70 individuals and fam-
ilies in the community at first. 
The event was always held at 
the Wesley United Methodist 

Church in Bloomsburg. “They 
were always very accommo-
dating to us,” Genovese said.

A mandatory training meet-
ing took place on Wednesday 
evening for volunteers to go 
over the logistics of what they 
will doing for the duration of 
tax season. Volunteers will be 
informed of the process from 
the introduction of the clients 
to filing the returns.

But now the program has 
moved its services to room 
117B in the Greenly Center. 
“We will see what a new lo-
cation does for (the VITA pro-
gram),” Genovese said in re-
gards to a bigger turn out this 
year. “It’s a good opportunity 
for the school as the universi-
ty and the community will be 
working together, and they get 
to show off the new building.”

Giving back to members 
of the community proves to 
be very rewarding for all in-
volved. “I like seeing the ap-
preciation of the clients. Its 
very direct since they are sit-
ting right there,” Genovese 
said. “It only takes an hour or 
so, but you can tell the burden 
has been lifted of of them. 
Because we have a generally 
low error rate, the community 
has a lot of faith in our com-
petence.”

By rAchel wright

Asst. News Editor

Digital Security experts, 
students and anyone inter-
ested in cyber security will 
gather in the Kehr Union 
Ballroom for the first anu-
al BloomCon. A conference 
dedicated to digital forensics, 
cyber security, and hacking.

 On Friday, Feb. 5 and Sat-
urday, Feb. 6 the Blooms-
burg University Forensics 
Club will provide a variety of 
events and talented speakers 
that will share their knowl-
edge and experience relating 
to digital forensics.

On Friday, the event runs 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. with a 
6 p.m. after party at the Good 
Old Days Bar with musical 
guests, nerdy rap group “Dual 
core”. This event will include 
eight guests and three work-
shops.  The guest speakers 
and workshop coordinators 
will include Phil Polstra, a 
widely recognized hardware 
hacker and Associate Profes-
sor at Bloomsburg University 
in the Math, Computer Sci-
ence, and Statistics depart-
ment and Mathematical and 
Digital Science Professors 

John Riley, John Pohill and 
Erik Wynters who is skilled in 
Robot Motion Planning. 

The events are the “Wire-
less Hacking Challenge,” 
“Digital Forensics/Incident 
Response Competition,” and 
“Lockpick Village.”  Compe-
titions include lock picking, 
social engineering, digital fo-
rensics, Wifi hacking and cap-
ture the flag.  

On Saturday, the event runs 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with 
a 5:30 p.m. closing ceremony 
with competitions and give-
aways.  The event on this 
day includes 14 guests and 
two workshops.  The guest 
speakers and workshop co-
ordinators will be Scott Inch 
and Diane Barrett, Professors 
in Mathematical and Digital 
Sciences.  Also involved are 
Jarret Kulm, Senior Solutions 
Architect in PA and Stacey 
Banks, part of IT Specialist 
Security at the National In-
stitute of Standards and Tech-
nology Washington, DC, Met-
ro Area.

Bloomsburg students can 
still buy tickets for $27.37. 
However, for people who are 
not students that want to go to 
the event, “Late at the Door” 
tickets are still available for 
$52.74.

Forensics club 
introduces first annual 

conference

Professor Gabriel Genovese instructs students on the 
work they will be doing with VITA.

Rachel WRIght/the VoIce
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An Emerson College student rented his 
dorm room on Airbnb. Now he’s in trouble.Husky

Notes

Want something included in Husky Notes? 
Email Ioannis at voicenews@huskies.bloomu.edu

Spring Activities Fair
WHEN: Friday, February 12, at 1 PM to 4:30 PM
WHERE: KUB Multi-345 A & B

BU McDowell Institute Program
WHEN: Tuesday, February 9, at 6 PM
WHERE: Carver Hall

NYC Bus Trip 
WHEN: Saturday, February 13, at 6:45 AM to 7 AM
WHERE: Hospital Parking Lot 

Career Intensive Boot Camp
WHEN: February 19 to 21
WHERE: Greenly Center

90’s Party - Sponsored by Program Board & Black 
Cultural Society
WHEN: Friday, February 12, at 10 PM to 1 AM
WHERE: KUB Ballroom

Free STD and HIV testing
WHEN: Friday, February 5, at 9 AM to 4 PM
WHERE: Student Health Center

Bloom U Police Beat
January 28

January 29

January 30
Attempted theft

Rec Center
-Case Closed-

Warrant served
Nelson Field House

-Case Closed-

Underaged 
Drinking

Elwell Hall
-Closed by Arrest-

Underaged 
Drinking
-Open-

Underaged 
Drinking

Kehr Union Patio
-Closed by Arrest-

Underaged 
Drinking

Columbia Hall
-Closed by Arrest-

College students have 
always come up with creative 
ways to pay tuition. They’ve 
been known to live off ramen 
noodles, and more recently, 
the loan-burdened but intrepid 
have tried crowdfunding their 
education.

No wonder, then, that 
a sophomore at Emerson 
College recently attempted to 
get back a slice of the price he 
has paid by listing his Boston 
dorm room on Airbnb last 
month. According to the Bos-

ton Globe, 19-year-old Jack 
Worth’s ad offered “a private, 
single-bedroom unit with 
sweeping views of Boston 
Common, right in the heart of 
downtown.”

This stellar location was 
right inside the Little Build-
ing, a 12-story dormitory that 
houses about 750 students.

Three people took advan-
tage of Worth’s accommo-
dations on three separate 
occasions.

“Really, the idea just came 
from the combination of un-
derstanding where Emerson is 
located in the city, and it be-
ing in such a heavily-desired 

neighborhood,” Worth told 
the Globe. “And the thought 
of how I could make a little 
bit of extra money.”

But this business venture 
went against school regula-
tions. Emerson spokesman 
Andy Tiedemann explained 
in an email to Reuters that the 
residence hall policy prohib-
its students from renting out 
their housing units “to protect 
residents and the community 
from exposure to safety and 
security risks.

Worth has since taken down 
the listing at the school’s 
behest, and he faces a disci-
plinary hearing on “several 
charges of misconduct,” 
according to a Change.org 
petition that has taken up his 
cause.

As of early Wednesday, 
nearly 400 people had signed 
in support of Jack’s “honest, 
entrepreneurial endeavor.”

“There is nothing criminal 
with providing cheap housing 
to travelers,” fellow Emer-
son sophomore Ari Howorth 
wrote in a testimonial. “. . . 
He wanted to help those who 
wouldn’t be able to afford to 
stay in the downtown area. If 
the Emerson community is as 
inclusive as it claims to be, it 
should act it.”

(Worth has not said how 
much he was charging for the 
room.)

Another supporter wrote: 
“He’s the hero Emerson 
deserves, but not the one it 
needs right now. So they’ll 
hunt him. Because he can take 

it.”
Twitters users have also 

rallied around the hashtag 
#FreeJackWorth, but with dif-
fering opinions about whether 
Worth’s actions were wise.

One sophomore at the Uni-
versity of California at Berke-
ley took the opportunity to 
weigh in on the cost of higher 
education, which continues to 
rise across the country: 

“Maybe Jack Worth 
wouldn’t have had to rent 
out his dorm room if college 
weren’t so ludicrously expen-
sive. #FreeJackWorth”

Others pointed out that 
Worth is by no means alone. 
A search through Airbnb 
yielded postings of dorms at 
Columbia University, Brook-
lyn College and Berkeley. The 
Huffington Post found others 
at MIT, Temple University 
and the University of Chicago 
- all schools in tourist-laden 
cities where cheap housing is 
in high demand.

Airbnb spokesman Chris-
topher Nulty told Reuters that 
hosts must follow their local 
rules and regulations. After 
Worth took his posting down, 
Airbnb fined him $150.

Undeterred, the student is 
still actively campaigning for 
his right to post his room on 
Airbnb. His current Facebook 
profile picture shows him and 
two friends wearing T-shirts 
that read “Life. Liberty. Airb-
nb.” and “We came. We saw. 
We stayed. (At Jack’s).”



Since its highly anticipat-
ed release on Dec. 18 of last 
year, Netflix’s new ten-part 
documentary ‘Making a Mur-
derer’ has stimulated conver-
sation and controversy only 
short of the ongoing Presiden-
tial race.  For those of you who 
aren’t familiar with the new 
mini-series, ‘Making a Mur-
derer’ chronicles the implau-
sible life, and criminal con-
victions of Steven Avery, a 53 
year-old man from Manitowoc 
County in Wisconsin. 

 Avery was wrongfully 
convicted of sexual assault 
and attempted murder in 1985, 
and served 18 years in prison. 
In 2003, further evidence sur-
faced substantiating Avery’s 
relentless claims of innocence, 
and he was fully exonerated of 
all charges. Avery’s improp-
erly handled case quickly be-
came a model for wrongfully 
convicted felons, and was the 
vanguard in a sense for several 
organizations supporting crim-
inal justice reform. Outrage 
ensued as Avery was released, 
and questions into the Manito-
woc County sheriff’s depart-
ment commenced regarding 
the questionable investigation 
and dubious evidence used to 
convict Avery 18 years earlier. 
Along with that, Avery filed a 
$36 million lawsuit against the 
sheriff’s department for their 
wrongful conviction.

The Wisconsin Innocence 
Project began conducting 
depositions with those in-
volved in the handling of the 
1985 case, essentially accusing 
the department of intentionally 
conducting a careless investi-
gation, all so that Steve Avery 
would be convicted, no mat-
ter what. As these testimonies 
were well underway, and the 
public began assuming that the 

sheriff’s department was cor-
rupt, Steve Avery was sudden-
ly accused of another crime. 

Oct. 31, 2005, a woman 
named Teresa Halbach went 
missing. Eleven days later, Av-
ery was charged with murder 
after Halbach’s car and charred 
bone fragments were found on 
his property. Trial began, and 
Avery’s camp immediately de-
fended him on notion that any 
of the prosecution’s evidence 
was planted by individuals 
with a personal investment in 
the interests of the sheriff’s de-
partment, and Avery’s pending 
lawsuit. 

March 2, 2006, Avery’s 
nephew, Brendan Dassey was 
charged with first-degree ho-
micide, sexual assault, and mu-
tilation of a corpse in coalition 
with Avery, after he uncertain-
ly confessed to investigators. 
Dassey’s defense claimed that 
their defendant was simply 
unintelligent, naïve and con-
fused. Their primary argument 
was that the investigators took 
advantage of his mental in-
capacities, and coerced all of 
Dassey’s confession. Despite 
their widely supported defense 
cases, both Avery and Dassey 
were convicted of their charges 
in 2007, and are currently sen-
tenced to life in prison. 

For those that actually 
watched the show, there are 
obviously countless additional 
details and intricacies that are 
thoroughly outlined, but those 
points compile the story’s 
backbone. As a whole, ‘Mak-
ing a Murderer’ is extremely 
well-done. The production is 
great, the interviews are in-
formative, and the story is 
captivating. However, if you 
choose to watch the mini-se-
ries or already have, we at The 
Voice say, gather information 

from numerous sources before 
making an opinion on the in-
nocence or guilt of Avery and 
Dassey. While the show ab-
solutely brings light to many 
questions and concerns regard-
ing the case, no viewer can 
deny the one-sidedness of the 
story. 

Of course, it wouldn’t be 
very interesting or entertain-
ing to follow the story of the 
prosecution, but ‘Making a 
Murderer’ displays Avery ex-
clusively as a victim without 
really taking into account the 
probability of guilt. Yes, Avery 
was an example of the ultimate 
victim at one point in his life, 
but the show presents Avery 
as a man who is unequivocal-
ly being victimized again. Not 
only does it suggest that Avery 
is being unlawfully persecuted 
by the sheriff’s department for 
the protection of the depart-
ment’s livelihood, but the show 
gets excessively accusatory. 
There are specific members of 
the sheriff’s department that 
the show follows, frequently 
analyzes, and even accuses of 
despicable crimes. This is all 
while there is no palpable ev-
idence to really prove anything 
that is proposed on their in-
volvement. 

Sure, for the show to say 
that Avery didn’t perform the 
horrifying crime, there would 
have to be fingers pointed 
elsewhere, along with poten-
tial motivation identified to 
support it. But keep in mind, 
these are actual living people 
that have their own careers, 
reputations and relationships 
to uphold. They haven’t been 
convicted or even charged 
of any crimes, but a show as 
popular as this one does every-
thing a criminal charge would 
to their societal status outside 

of the legal issues. Anybody 
who watches the show can’t 
help but wonder whether or not 
these individuals had a motive 
to frame Avery for murder, fol-
low through by actually killing 
a woman, and plant evidence 
(as the defense and show pro-
poses). But at the end of the 
day, these are still regular cit-
izens that are innocent until 
proven guilty, and now have 
to endure accusations of some 
sadistic misconducts. 

If a viewer can take any-
thing away from the show, 
it’s that somebody is enduring 
torturous repercussions due 
to another person(s). Either 
Steven Avery is currently im-
prisoned again for a crime he 
didn’t commit, all to satisfy 
the needs of the Manitowoc 
County sheriff’s department. 
Or, several members of the 
department are going to be for-
ever questioned and examined 
by the public because of a pro 
Avery mini-series. If this were 
just some internet conspiracy 
theory, it probably wouldn’t 
be a very big deal, but ‘Mak-
ing a Murderer’ has captivated 
a nation of viewers, and has 
been discussed on every major 
news network. Therefore, we 
at The Voice remind you, take 
everything into account. Watch 
the show, but read articles and 
watch videos elsewhere. Gath-
er additional information and 
form your opinion after you 
feel you’ve understood the sto-
ry of both sides. Maybe Avery 
is guilty, maybe he’s framed. 
However, as you read this, just 
remember that he’s still in pris-
on, and you still have a Netflix 
account. Enjoy. 

~The Voice Staff
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By CarIssa Jones

Staff Writer

When it comes to health-
care, it is imperative that 
women and men have access 
to birth control, STD testing 
services, and cancer screen-
ings. It is also incredibly im-
portant that low-income indi-
viduals have a place to turn to 
receive affordable services. 
There are many comprehen-
sive clinics that can provide 
these services, clinics that are 
not Planned Parenthood. 

Planned Parenthood 
should be defunded, and that 
money should be rerouted 
to community clinics which 
can help women and men re-
ceive the services they need. 
There are 13,540 comprehen-
sive care clinics compared 
to 665 Planned Parenthoods 
in America: that is a ratio 
of 20:1 according to thedai-
lysignal.com. Community 
health centers exist to pro-
vide comprehensive care to 
millions of uninsured Amer-
icans, so women and men 
would still have options.

Planned Parenthood 
needs to be defunded for a 
host of reasons. One is their 
disregard for human life. To 
those who support abortion, 
it is a woman’s right. To those 
opposed, it is the murder of 
an unborn baby. To the lat-
ter group, it is abhorrent that 
taxpayer money is funding 
the largest abortion provid-
er in America. While federal 
money cannot go directly to 
abortions, it can go to other 
services, freeing up money to 
be used for abortions. 

In last week’s article 
written by Democratic repre-
sentative Morgan Mikavics, 
it was stated that only 3 per-
cent of services PP provides 
is abortions. However, it has 
been shown that this num-
ber is a misrepresentation. 
PP performs about 330,000 
abortions a year. By its own 
accounting in its 2013-2014 
annual report, it provides 
about as many abortions as 
Pap tests (380,000). In ad-
dition, abortion is consid-
ered as a service that is no 
different than a pregnancy 
test, even though a box with 
two pregnancy tests can be 
bought from the store for less 
than $20. An abortion, on 
the other hand, can cost up 
to $1,500 according to PP’s 
website. So, money wise, 
abortions are a huge part of 
what Planned Parenthood 
provides. 

Another concern with 
PP is the adoption referral to 
abortion ratio. In its annual 
report from 2012, Planned 
Parenthood claimed it did 
327,166 abortion procedures 
in the course of one year and 
only 2,197 adoption referrals. 
That is approximately 149 

abortions for each adoption 
referral. Women have consis-
tently stated that they are not 
told about adoption, that they 
are made to believe abortion 
is the only choice for them. 
This is a tragedy, since for ev-
ery one baby put up for adop-
tion, there are 36 couples that 
wanted that child due to their 
own, or their partner’s, infer-
tility according to reports on 
Lifenews. 

Not to mention, there are 
many psychological issues 
that can arise due to abor-
tions. Many women through 
the Silent No More campaign 
have discussed their abor-
tions and why they are now 
pro-life, explaining that they 
turned to drugs and sex out of 
regret. Many women claimed 
they had nightmares over 
what they did, and it impact-
ed relationships with future 
children and their significant 
other. 

Some claim that wom-
en will turn to “do it your-
self” abortions if abortion is 
banned. However, defunding 
PP does not make abortion 
illegal. In addition, keeping 
something legal just because 
if it is illegal some people 
will still do it is a weak ar-
gument. 

Mikavicz also mentioned 
that many individuals oppose 
abortion on religious grounds 
and that religion and politics 
should be separate. However, 
there are many secular rea-
sons to be opposed to abor-
tion, including looking at the 
scientific evidence that states 
that life starts at conception 
and that babies can feel pain 
by 20 weeks gestation. 

Overall, women and men 
need the best reproductive 
care, but healthcare should be 
about saving lives, not ending 
lives. Money that previously 
backed Planned Parenthood 
can instead be distributed to 
Prolife centers that provide 
birth control, STD screen-
ings, and cancer prevention/ 
identification services. 

We need to stop funding 
the largest abortion provider 
in America, and see that ev-
ery life is precious. As Susan 
B. Anthony said, “No mat-
ter what the motive, love of 
ease, or desire to save from 
suffering the unborn inno-
cent, the woman is awfully 
guilty who commits the deed. 
It will burden her conscience 
in life, it will burden her soul 
in death.”
 

Carissa Jones is a Sopho-
more Secondary Education 
Major with a focus in Histo-
ry. She is the President of the 
College Republicans. She is a  
Staff Writer for The Voice.

Republicans Respond:
More than abortions 

is no excuse

Last Word

 PhoTo courTesy of: Kyle coseleTo-miller

View From The Voice

‘Making a Murderer’ falls on the side of entertainment, 
not the side of full facts

Making a mistake

image from: WiKimedia.com

Filmed over a 10-year period, ‘Making a Murderer’ is an unprecedented real-life thriller about 
Steven Avery, a DNA exoneree who, while in the midst of exposing corruption in local law enforce-
ment, finds himself the prime suspect in a grisly new crime. Set in America’s heartland, the series 
takes viewers inside a high-stakes criminal case where reputation is everything and things are never 
as they appear. -IMDbimages from: WiKiPedia.com

Image From: Youtube.com



By Taylor Ploeger

Staff Writer

I’m sure we all remember the 
Ebola outbreak of 2015. News-
casts, periodicals, and the internet 
were plastered with daily cover-
age. Conspiracy theories popped 
up questioning the legitimacy of 
the outbreak and if it was truly a 
government cover up. 

This year we have another 
pandemic on our 
hands, but it’s not 
Ebola. This virus 
is called Zika, and 
it has become a se-
rious threat across 
the world.

Zika is a virus 
carried by the same 
mosquitoes that 
spread other diseas-
es such as dengue 
fever, yellow fever, 
Japanese encepha-
litis and West Nile 
virus. There is cur-
rently no way to prevent the virus 
through drugs or vaccines and the 
only treatment that can be suggest-
ed is rest.

So far, it is considered only a 
mild disease with some victims re-
covering after a couple of days and 
death is rare but the real problem 
lies not with the original patients 
but with any child who is born to 
one. 

Pregnant women who have 
contracted the disease are giving 
birth to babies suffering from mi-
crocephaly; a condition where a 
baby is born with an abnormally 
small head and brain. Microceph-
aly is a neurodevelopmental disor-
der. It is classified as a congenital 
condition caused by damage or ab-
normal development of the nervous 
system. 

Individuals who suffer from 
microcephaly have shortened life 
spans, decreased motor ability, 
and severe intellectual disabilities. 
Speech may also be delayed and 
the individuals often experience 
convulsions. The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) has voiced their 
fears that the surge in birth defects 

will quickly spread across conti-
nents.

WHO is still under scrutiny af-
ter their slow response to Ebola in 
2015 and they are feeling the pres-
sure to react quickly to this new 
threat. 

Zika was first isolated in a rhe-
sus macaque monkey in 1947 and 
in 1968 was isolated in humans liv-
ing in Nigeria. Symptoms include 
headaches, rash, fever, malaise, 
conjunctivitis, and joint pains. 

In 2014, the disease spread 
across the Pacific to French Poly-
nesia and Easter Island; and in 
2015 outbreaks were being record-
ed in Mexico, Central America, the 
Caribbean, and South America.

The CDC issued travel guid-
ance in January of 2016 and de-
clared a “public health emergency 
of international concern.”  They 
suggested that travelers planning 
trips to affected areas use insect re-
pellent and dress in long shirts and 
pants to protect their skin from the 
disease carrying mosquitoes. 

Many Americans have voiced 
their fears of the virus crossing 
the Mexican border and spreading 
through the US. The truth is most 
of the Continental 
US should be fair-
ly safe. There have 
been some travelers 
returning home with 
the virus but they 
have been few and 
isolated incidences. 
Of the US territories 
Puerto Rico and the 
US Virgin Islands are 
at the highest risk.

In an attempt to control the 
outbreaks the CDC has developed 
a test that can confirm Zika in the 
first week of illness and has been 
working with labs in Puerto Rico 
and other at risks zones around 
country to improve mosquito con-
trol efforts.

The most common method 
of mosquito control is the use of 
Larvacides and Adulticides. Lar-
vacides are used to kill mosqui-
toes before they reach adulthood. 
They vary between biological and 
chemical. Adulticides are used 
for adult mosquitoes. Adulticides 
are applied with using hand held, 
truck-mounted and airplane spray-
ers. 

With no way of combatting 
the disease and the surge of babies 
born with disabilities the fear of the 
virus is understandable. WHO and 
the CDC have been doing their best 
to quell panics and gain control of 
the situation. 

But what can you do to protect 
yourself? The CDC suggests when 
the weather warms and mosquitoes 
come out of hibernation remember 
to use insect repellent and wear 
long clothes to protect your skin 
from mosquito bites. Make sure 
that your window screens are free 
of holes and use air conditioning 
when available.

Taylor Ploeger is a Sophomore 
Mass Communications major. She 
is a Staff Writer for The Voice.
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One year after Ebola, Zika 
rattles medical community

By amBer Bogdonawicz

Staff Writer

Martin Shkreli, pharmaceutical billion-
aire and “most hated man in America” ac-
cording to the Daily Beast in 2015, is out of 
control.  He has proven the ability to make 
money and raise profits as well as proven the 
ability to find himself in the hot seat with 
America and out of a job.  

He was raised in Brooklyn and learned 
from a young age the secrets to a success-
ful business.  In his early teens, he bought 
stocks in successful companies such as Am-
azon.  A high-school dropout, Shkreli dove 
into the business world and was really suc-
cessful until a few choices started earning 
him a handful of legal problems

Around 2011, Shkreli founded Retro-
phin.  He lost his position as CEO in 2014 
because he decided to funnel money out of 
the company to pay off his debts.  A year 
later, in 2015, Shkreli really hit a low.

He founded a company called Turing, 
another pharmaceutical company.  His com-
pany bought the rights to Daraprim.  The 
drug is for people with AIDS who are suf-
fering from toxoplasmosis.  The drug was 
pretty expensive to begin with at $13/pill 
before Shkreli raised it to a staggering $750/
pill.  That was a 5,000% increase!  This 
earned him the spot as “the most hated man 
in America.”

What was America’s response?  Out-
rage!  He was crucified on Twitter for this—
perhaps justifiably so.  What was Shkreli’s 
response?  You can sum up his response to, 
“Hey, chill out people, if you need it so bad-
ly, you will come up with the money for it.”  
His concern was only for himself in that he 
needed the money and would happily rob the 
Americans suffering with AIDS if it would 

get him that money.  Shkreli also firmly be-
lieved that those who needed the pill so badly 
would magically manifest the $750/pill.  His 
usual response?  Take out his frustrations on 
Twitter and Youtube—although I doubt he is 
receiving much sympathy.  He was then ar-
rested in 2010 for securities fraud.  

Now he is facing problems with many 
people including Sanders, Wu-Tang Clan, 
and Senator Susan Collins.  At one point, 
he tried to send some money to Sanders 
for his campaign who simply redirected the 
money to an HIV clinic.  With the Wu-Tang 
Clan, after one of the group’s rappers crit-
icized Shkreli, Shkreli backlashed and be-
gan to threaten the group.  He is known to 
have a “big-mouth” and a complete lack of 
care or filter for what comes out of it.  At 
one point, Senator Susan Collins who was 
part of the department investigating why on 
Earth he would raise the price of Daraprim 
so much, prodded at Shkreli on Twitter dis-
regarding Shkreli’s excuse that his actions 
were OK according to the 5th Amendment.  
Shkreli responded back saying that her way 
of thinkning is what landed our US govern-
ment in a low and struggling position.  

Technically, it was Shkreli’s compa-
ny and he did have rights to the drug, so 
if he wanted to raise the price of the drug, 
he could.  Ethically, however, it was not 
the better decision.  His decision led to no 
greater good: those with AIDS cannot afford 
the drug, Shkreli was forced to step down as 
CEO of his company, his actions have led to 
public outrage and his company went bank-
rupt.  

Amber Bogdonawicz is a Sophomore 
Medical Imaging Major. She is a Staff Writer 
for The Voice.
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A taste of his own 
medicine

Love Taylor’s work? Check out 
her new blog, Taylor’s Tales, for 

more great stories by this 
talented writer! 

http://tploeger129.wix.com/tay-
lorstales

Dear Editor,

I always enjoy picking up The Voice on 
Thursdays and reading the Opinions section. 
It is a good outlet for students to express their 
varying beliefs and start dialogues on campus. 
I always find value in the articles, even ones 
in which I vehemently disagree with. Howev-
er, an article in last week’s edition contained 
several factual inaccuracies that were very 
upsetting.

The article entitled “The Path to a Rain-
bow Russia” made an effort to shed a light to 
the continued mistreatment of the LGBT cit-
izens of Russia, and made reference to a vi-
cious murder of a gay man in the Russian city 
of Volgograd. The author went on the compare 
the attack to the murder of Matthew Shepard. 
The article read, “This violent attack mirrors 
the violent murder of Matthew Shephard in 
1998, a 21-year-old gay man violently beat-
en and left to die in Laramie, Wyoming. This 
attack was not classified as a hate crime, was 
tried behind closed doors, and like so many 
other attacks on the LGBT community, was 
very dismissive in regards to any homosexual 
connections.”

The most noticeable mistake is the mis-
spelling of Matthew’s last name. Most people 
would brush that off as a minor mistake, but 
I found it very disrespectful. The remaining 
mistakes are less obvious if you are not ac-
tively familiar with the case, which I assume 
is true of most Bloomsburg students.

While the author was technically cor-
rect in saying the case was not tried as a hate 
crime, that was simply a legal formality. Hate 
crime laws in 1998 did not include sexual 
orientation. In the wake of Matthew’s mur-
der, President Bill Clinton pushed for sexual 
orientation to be included, but was shot down 
by the House of Representatives. The claim 

that it was “very dismissive in regards to any 
homosexual connections” is also easily dis-
proved by simply looking at news clips from 
the time. Also, one of Matthew’s attackers 
attempted to use the “gay panic” defense in 
court and the attackers girlfriend also tried 
and support the claim that Matthew instigated 
the situation. The subsequent trials were also 
anything but secretive. They attracted national 
news attention and were the target of protests 
by Reverend Fred Phelps and the infamous 
Westboro Baptist Church.

Beyond the factual inconsistencies, there 
lies a bigger issue. The author paints an un-
fairly vague picture of Laramie, Wyoming as 
a hate filled anti-gay dystopia that the coun-
try would be better off without. The Tectonic 
Theater Project, a theatre company from New 
York City, traveled to Laramie very soon after 
Matthew’s attack and interviewed hundreds 
of people there. They then took the interviews 
and produced The Laramie Project, a play 
about the case and its aftermath. It shows how 
compassionate many people in Laramie were 
and how this devastating tragedy affected 
them and their views. Yes, some people con-
tinued to hold anti-gay biases, but many had 
their hearts and minds changed.

Facts are important, but so is fairness. 
As I said before, that is what I love about 
The Voice. Articles representing all different 
points of view are given their fair chance and 
allow the writer’s own voice to shine through 
the page. I hope that will continue, while also 
making sure to fact check. Especially with in-
tensely sensitive and personal matters such as 
the Matthew Shepard case.

 Sincerely,
  Anonymous

Political Cartoons

Mail Call!
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‘Video Game Jams’

By Patrick Howlett

  Contributing Writer

TELEVISION

By ioannis PasHakis

  News Editor
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Gamer Girl:
Top 5 franchises that need to end

    
    Every gamer has their favorite franchise and when something 
new is released, they just have to have it. There is nothing more 
that fans want than for their most cherished game series to keep 
going on forever. But after a while, some titles can get old when 
every game or expansion is the same as the last. Eventually, 
players just end up wasting time and money on nostalgia.
     Meanwhile, the companies making these games are milking 
the franchise for all it’s worth before it goes belly up. In the 
case of first person shooters (FPS), racing, and sports games the 
developers rarely improve the games themselves or make en-
ough changes to warrant a whole new installment in the series to 
begin with. So, fans often pay $60 for a brand new title that has 
updates that could have easily been purchased as downloadable 
content (DLC) for a few dollars. But instead a new game is re-
leased with only a few new guns, tracks, or an updated roster. 
    In the case of the franchises that have an actual plot like ro-
leplaying games (RPGs), developers will often drag the series 
on until the story dwindles into something more akin to poorly 
written fan fiction. It’s safe to say that when a game reaches its 
third installment, the time has come to strongly consider calling 
it a wrap for the series. Anything past that should only be done 
if the title was part of the original concept. 
    This isn’t to say that the games in these franchises didn’t 
start off amazing – that’s why they have such a huge fan base. 
However, they have gone on way too long and it’s time they 
called it quits so developers can put their effort into creating 
something fresh.  

1. “World of Warcraft”
    There is nothing more epic than belonging to a guild in a mas-
sively multiplayer online roleplaying game (MMORPG) and 
no other franchise has built a more successful community than 

“WoW.”  However, many gamers would agree that the fun died 
in 2008 with the “Wrath of the Lich King” expansion. Turns out 
that the true wrath of the Lich King was that Blizzard couldn’t 
outdo him. 
    But it’s the last two expansions that really put the nail in the 
coffin for “WoW.” First there was “Mists of Pandaria,” which 
tried to shove peace into a war torn land via a third party. This 
was pretty pointless since players had to choose Horde or Alli-
ance anyway. The new Pandarian race and Asian themes seemed 
forced. Even the quests and plotline bounced between being a 
complete joke or just painfully dull. 
    Then there was the last expansion, “Warlords of Draenor,” 
where gamers blew through content in the blink of an eye. Whe-
reas in the past, a new expansion would last months or even a 
year of quality play before gamers got bored. Even then, there 
was the community to keep players entertained. But now every-
one just hangs out in their garrison like a bunch of hermits. Then 
again, what else are gamers supposed to do when the Iron Horde 
was perhaps the most pathetic foe they have ever faced? These 
great warlords went down within the first couple raids and did-
n’t offer much of a challenge.
    After originally being released in 2004, it’s time to throw in 
the towel. Even more so when fans factor in “Warcraft: Orcs & 
Humans,” the game that introduced the “WoW” universe back 
in 1994, it’s obvious Blizzard doesn’t care anymore when they 
continue to rehash the same bosses from previous expansions: 
Ragnaros, Archimonde, and Illidan. The days of “WoW” have 
sadly come to an end. Perhaps Blizzard has even come to an 
end. 

2.“Call of Duty”
    Since 2003, the “Call of Duty” (CoD) franchise has released 
at least one game every single year; and in recent times they’ve 
bumped it up to two! Starting off with WWII, the series has 
pretty much given players the opportunity to experience past, 
present, and future wars. However different the eras may be, 
the games have grown to be a bit repetitive, at least for a yearly 
release. 
    The only real stand-alone title is perhaps “Call of Duty: Ad-
vanced Warfare” and that was only created to compete with “Ti-

tanfall.” The rest can be chalked up to maps and guns. It’s not 
even worth a $60 price tag every year. Just release updates every 
so often via DLC and save the big game releases for worthwhile 
content; content that isn’t a new “CoD.” Raise the white flag, 
the war is over. 

3. “Assassins Creed”
    With nine main games and a load of supporting titles in the se-
ries, “Assassins Creed” has wasted no time pumping out games 
since its first release in 2007. In 2009, 2014, and 2015 they re-
leased three games in one year! One can’t help but ask, was that 
really necessary? 
    As great as the first few titles may have been, the games have 
become a lot like history...they repeat themselves. It seems as 
though the developers may have burnt themselves out by pro-
ducing too many games at once. Whatever the issue, it’s time to 
retire because this franchise is well past its prime. 

4.“Halo” 
    This franchise is the sci-fi version of “CoD” and even though 
it has a far fewer titles under its belt, it still refused to say ‘Game 
Over.’ When “Halo 3” ended the main story in 2007, that should 
have been it. But instead, creators continue to drag out the series 
with the new upcoming installment “Halo Wars 2.” 
   It’s another case of a company trying to squeeze as much 
cash as they can from their franchise while it lasts. That’s why a 
majority of the content in the “Halo” games after 2007 has been 
plot fillers. Which is interesting, but not enough for multiple 
game releases. Please stop. 

5.“Final Fantasy” 
    This one may come as a surprise, but any franchise that has 
been going for almost three decades needs to stop. Yes, these 
games may as well been made from pure magic, in addition to  
revolutionizing the RPG genre, however, it’s time to move on. 
     There is nothing ‘final’ about “Final Fantasy” considering 
the first title was released in 1987 and the newest instalment just 
hit stores in June. But fans won’t be moving on, because “Final 
Fantasy XV” in coming out this year. It will be the fifteenth 
main installment in the series. 

By Vanessa Valerie GiedosH

A&E Editor 
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‘DC’s Legends of Tomorrow’ 
is a promising new hero on 

The CW’s lineup 

  Superheroes have been on 
the rise for quite some time 
now.  Every summer, there are 
multiple superhero movies re-
leased and all of them are quite 
successful. So, it’s no surprise 
that more live-action super-
hero television shows have 
been released and have seen 
similar praise.  “DC’s Legends 
of Tomorrow,” which premie-
red Jan. 21 and airs Thursdays 
at 8 p.m. on The CW, is ano-
ther entry into the ‘Arrow-ver-
se’ of superhero television 
shows.  This universe includes 
“Arrow” and “The Flash,” and 
“Legends of Tomorrow” is a 
spinoff of these two shows. 
    “Legends of Tomorrow” 
takes a cast of characters that 
have been established within 
the ‘Arrow-verse’ and puts 
them together as a team on a 
mission to travel through time 
and stop Vandal Savage (Cas-
per Crump), an immortal me-
galomaniac who will stop at 
nothing to rule the world.  The 
aforementioned team includes 
Ray Palmer (Brandon Routh) 
as The Atom and Sara Lance 
(Caity Lotz) as White Canary, 
both characters established in 
“Arrow.”  
    The team also features Le-
onard Snart (Wentworth Mil-
ler) as Captain Cold, Mick 
Rory (Dominic Purcell) as 
Heat Wave, and Kendra Sau-
nders (Ciara Renée) as Haw-

kgirl. Dr. Martin Stein (Victor 
Garber) and Jefferson Jackson 
(Franz Drameh) are combined 
to form Firestorm, all charac-
ters who were introduced in 
“The Flash.”  The team is lead 
by Rip Hunter (Arthur Dar-
vill), a Time Master who wis-
hes to defeat Vandal Savage 
and avenge his lost family.  
    For fans of “Arrow” and 
“The Flash,” “Legends of To-

morrow” is a no-brainer.  The 
show takes some of the most 
likable characters from the 
‘Arrow-verse’ and puts them 
all together in a fantastic team.  
The show feels like a natural 
progression after seeing the 
difference between “Arrow” 
and “The Flash.”  While “Ar-
row” is much more serious 
and grounded in reality, “The 
Flash” is a bit more fantastical 
and leans more into the so-
mewhat silly nature of comic 

books and superheroes.  “Le-
gends of Tomorrow” follows 
that path, stepping even further 
away from reality and deeper 
into the wild blue yonder of 
fantasy.  The entire show is on 
a much larger scale; the missi-
on is bigger, the team is bigger, 
the story is bigger and the acti-
on scenes are much bigger. 
    While the action scenes are 
bigger, that is not necessarily a 

good thing.  “Arrow” has very 
tight and focused fight choreo-
graphy, while “The Flash” sees 
each fight as a puzzle to be 
solved.  “Legends of Tomor-
row” has large sweeping battle 
scenes involving at least three 
of the members of the team at 
a time.  These battles are en-
joyable and really help empha-
size the scale of the show, but 
they can be a bit of a shock for 
fans of the universe since they 
are so different.  

    The show also operates under 
the assumption that viewers 
are caught up on both “Arrow” 
and “The Flash,” as most of 
the first two episodes focuses 
on establishing the premise 
rather than helping a new vie-
wer get to know the characters.  
There are small bits of charac-
ter development, but, on the 
whole, the show focuses on the 
mission and premise.  Fans of 

“Arrow” and “The Flash” will 
be able to easily enjoy “Le-
gends of Tomorrow,” but vie-
wers who are new to the ‘Ar-
row-verse’ may have a hard 
time understanding who the 
characters are. “DC’s Legends 
of Tomorrow” is another pro-
mising entry to CW’s lineup of 
superhero shows and it will be 
exciting to see where the show 
progresses from here.

This one is for Sia
   

 

  
   Whether known for her 
anonymous style and charac-
teristic wig, her collaboration 
with Dance Mom’s Maddie 
Ziegler, or for her smash hit, 
“Chandelier,” people are sure 
to know that Sia Furler is one 
of the most unique and suc-
cessful music artists today.  
Her previous album “1000 
Forms of Fear” directed the 
spotlight towards the Indie 
singer as she stepped into the 
world of pop.  With her ne-
west album, “This Is Acting,” 
released Jan. 29, she kicked 
it up a notch with some new 
sounds and atmospheres.  
    “This Is Acting” took Sia’s 
amazing songwriting skills 
and threw them deeper into 
the world of pop in a fashion 
very different from her “1000 
Forms of Fear” album.  In 
“This Is Acting,” Sia took to 
more of a “perkier” set of to-
nes.  She still sang about dar-
ker topics, but the tones were 
more upbeat.  For example, 
“Reaper,” one of the songs 
on the album produced with 
Kanye, portrays an obvious 
dark topic with the name, 
but it actually has a very 
upbeat-sing-along style and 
the lyrics are not dark what-
soever: “Don’t come for me 
today/ I’m feelin good/ I’m 
savor it/ Don’t come for me 
today/ I’m feeling good/ I re-
member when/ Reaper!”
    In her “1000 Forms of 
Fear” album, however, Sia’s 
style was darker.  For exam-
ple, Sia’s song, “Cellopha-
ne,” began with the immedi-
ate impression of pain: “Look 
at me, I’m such a basket case/ 
Delivered to you wrapped in 
cellophane/ Waiting on your 
doorstep every day/ Delivery, 
a basket filled with pain.”  

The songs were mostly about 
dark topics and sung in a dark 
manner.  
    Her “1000 Forms of Fear” 
album was mainly construc-
ted from songs she wrote for 
other artists such as Adele 
and Rhianna that were rejec-
ted.  For her new album, she 
wrote songs for herself and 
made them suited to her style.  
She wrote “This Is Acting,” 
knowing that people like 
songs about the topic of per-
severance and prevalence in 
a more upbeat tone, so that’s 
what she did this time around.  
     The chorus line of “Bird 
Set Free” from “This Is Ac-
ting,” sums up Sia Furler as 
an artist and her intentions 
for her newest album: “I’m 
not gon’ care if I sing off key/ 
I find myself in my melodies/ 
I sing for love, I sing for me/ 
I shout it out like a bird set 
free/ No, I don’t care if I sing 
off key/ I find myself in my 
melodies/ I sing for love, I 
sing for me/ I’ll shout it out 
like a bird set free.”
    “This is Acting” had me-
aning behind the title. In 
“1000 Forms of Fear” becau-
se she intended the songs to 
be for other artists, Sia had a 
certain level of detachment.  
The songs, however, hit it off 
with listeners.  Pleased with 
the results, Sia kept in mind 
during her new album that 
what she was singing was not 
her exact opinions, rather, she 
was acting, in her style.  
    “This Is Acting,” has some-
thing for everyone.  No one 
song sounds like the next and 
the lyrics are well thought out 
and relatable.  She designed 
it exactly for the listeners 
needs and desires in music.  
It’s definitely worth listening 
to.  Open up Spotify for some 
invigoration during intense 
studying, before hopping in 
the shower for some good 
shower-tunes, or in the car to 
set off the monotony of a long 
drive to work or school.

By amBer BoGdanowicz

Staff Writer

MUSIC

    The Celebrity Artist Series at Bloomsburg University is excited to present the Polish Baltic 
National Philharmonic. Conductor Boguslaw Dawidow, piano soloist Marcin Koziak and violin 
soloist Emmanuel Salvador will be performing in the beautiful Mitrani Hall in the Haas Center 
for the Arts on Friday Feb. 5 at 8 p.m. Tickets are currently available on sale in the box office: 
$32 for adults/ $16 for children and BU students. 

Artist Information: http://www.filharmonia.gda.pl

Ticket Information: 
Advance tickets available at the Performing Arts Office located in Haas Center for the Arts, 
weekdays noon to 5:00 p.m. with extended hours on Wednesday until 7:00 p.m. 570-389-4409.

The Polish Baltic National Philharmonic will be performing at the Haas Center 
for the Arts in Mitrani Hall on Feb. 5 at 8 p.m. as part of the Celebrity Artist 

Photo Courtesy of randall Presswood

The CW’s new superhero show “DC’s Legends of Tomorrow” features huge fight scenes that are unique from 
smaller scenes in other hero shows. 

Image from: sCreenrant.Com

Every week The Voice 
staff listens to music while 
editing and designing the pa-
per. This week the staff liste-
ned to a grouping of nostal-
gia ridden and classic video 
game music.

The staff jammed out to 
songs such as the theme from 
“Donkey Kong Country,” 
which starts off as a traditio-
nal 8-bit theme and breaks 
down to a groovy jungle in-
fused beat.

This playlist includes 
both remixes of classic songs 
as well as some in their origi-
nal context.

“Shadow of the Colos-
sus,” an epic PS2 game follo-
wing the conquests of a man 
as he kills 18 colossal mon-

sters to revive his lost love. 
The music really undersco-
res that with mystical flute 
playing that segways into a 
strong orchestral piece.

The themes of “Mortal 
Kombat” and “Street Figh-
ter 2” are fantastic pieces for 
fighting games. Turning on 
the game for the first time, 
players would really know 
what they are getting into.

Even if listeners do not 
have the nostalgia for these 
songs “Mario,” “Metroid,” 
“Zelda” and “Sonic” All are 
names and theme songs that 
they may recognize.

A newer song in the list 
is “Shovel Knight Title The-
me,” which, while it sounds 
like the other 80’s video game 
songs in the list, is only two 
years old but takes a lot of 
ques from them.

Spotify: Thebuvoice 

 Mortal Kombat Theme -  
Misterioustheme

Donkey Kong Country The-
me - Video Game Players
Shadow of the Colossus - 

Video Games Live
Boss Theme (“Sonic The 

Hedgehog”) - Good Knight 
Productions

Super Smash Bros. Main 
Theme - String Player 

Gamer
The Windwaker- Dragon 

Roost Island  - 20- Bit 
Dream

Super Mario Kart Theme - 
Retro Crowd

F-Zero- Mute City, Big 
Blue, Port Town - Enter-

tainment System
Street Fighter 2- Title, 

Ken’s Theme - Entertain-
ment System

Shovel Knight Title Theme - 
Brentalfloss

Metroid- Brinstar  - Black 
& White Knight

Funky Dealer - Hideki 
Naganuma
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Sean Roth (left) and Paul Rosa(right), found-
ers of the sports app, “Sploops,” and grad-
uates of Bloomsburg University visited the 
campus on Jan. 24 to share with the student 
body the sucess that can happen to anyone. 

Allison risAliti/the Voice

   
  

   
   Did you know there’s an app for ranting about 
sports? And the founders of the app graduated 
from right here at Bloomsburg University?
   Well, there is, and they did. Sean Roth and 
Paul Rosa, both graduates of the Class of 
2013, came up with the idea for an app called 
“Sploops” for sports fans to rant over social 

media instead of just the television screen. 
Sports forums are normally just text posts but 
most times, that’s not enough to show what the 
fan is truly feeling inside. Sploops allows fans 
to share a 15-second video over any sport they 
want, and whether it be ranting, cheering, cry-
ing or commenting, fans can share everything 
that’s on their mind. 
   There’s also a polling part of the app where 
fans can ask questions and see what others 

think. From finding out the best players for 
a fantasy football team to what other people 
think of a certain player, Sploops allows users 
to take part and find out what other sports fans 
are thinking. 
   The app allows sports fans to create videos 
while the action is happening so nothing is 
forgotten or left unheard. Being able to share 
things instantly instead of waiting for respons-
es on sports forums is great for all those sports 
fans!
   Sploops is super easy to use, too. The app is 
completely free and you only have to create an 
account if you want to. If fans plan on making 
ranting videos and leaving comments, signing 
up is a must, but if they just want to see what 
is going down in the sports world, an account 
is not needed. 
   For the sports fans on campus, this app is 
the perfect place to stay in the loop with your 
favorite teams. The founders of the app agreed 
to an interview when they were on campus Jan. 
24 for the launch party of the app. The AFC 
and NFC Championship games were shown on 
four large screens in the Kehr Union Building. 
The idea behind the launch party was to get the 
app out to the general public. The inside scoop 
on Sploops is pretty interesting.

Where did you get the idea for 
Sploops?

We got the idea sitting in Sean’s apartment 
one night watching sports! Then we met at 
the library the next day. We knew that mobile 
phones along with video were going to get big 
very quickly. We decided to try and catch that 
trend and evolve the outdated text-based sports 
forums and turn it into video. We wanted to 
give sports fans the ability to be seen and heard 
while broadcasting their opinion.

The name is pretty catchy and inter-
esting, what made you think of it?

Our original website design back in 2012 was 
two spinning loops that you would click and 
drag for different categories. You would select 
a league on one of the loops and then a team on 
the second loop. That would populate your feed 

with the video rants for that specific team. So in 
every sense of the word they were sports loops. 
Our original tagline for the company was “Get 
into the Loop Get into Sports.” Sploops was a 
combination of sports and loops. The name has 
always had a little controversy but we like it 
that way.

Did you guys meet a Bloomsburg 
University or have you known each 

other longer than that? 
We met our sophomore year at Bloomsburg 
University in 2010. We both worked on the 
sports section for bunow.com. 

You must be major sports fans if you 
invented an app for social sharing of 
any sports. Is there a favorite sports 
team you two like to talk about using 

your app?
Paul is a huge Denver Broncos fan. Sean is a 
huge Kansas City Chiefs fan. So even though 
we are East Coast guys we always get to argue 
about the AFC West.

Why 15-seconds of video ranting?
15 seconds was always our choice for the 
amount of time a user would have to get out 
their opinion. It’s quite obvious that we don’t 
have long attention span’s these days. Vine, 
Snapchat, and other apps have proved that. We 
wanted to give enough time for a user to get 
out a quick educated opinion or a quick stupid 
opinion. But it’s still quick enough that people 
don’t get bored. You can watch a bunch of rants 
and it doesn’t take you a lot of time.

The reviews on iTunes seem to say 
the app is pretty amusing, but has 
there ever been seriously heated ar-
guments that you know of between 

users?
As the user base grows we will continue to 
have more heated debates. We are also rolling 

out some new features in the next couple weeks 
that will allow you to tag users and call peo-
ple out directly. A lot of the debates so far have 
been in the comment section under specific 
rants and polls.

It’s pretty cool that the app is free 
to download. Did you choose not to 
charge buyers for a particular rea-

son?
We always saw this as a free app to download. 
We have revenue-generating models that we 
will implement down the road after the user 
base grows to a comfortable number. But we 
will mainly focus on in-app purchases. Things 
like longer rant time and private rant tabs for 
your fantasy football league.

Raising the funds for the app must 
have been hard. How did you come 

up with the money?
In college we won a few business plan compe-
titions that helped us raise some capital. Along 
with some assistance from the University and 
our own money we were able to get up and run-
ning. The University worked with us to set up 
a mini Shark Tank scenario with some of our 
successful alumni. They came to the university 
as potential investors and we pitched to them. 
We stayed in touch with one of the potential 
investors. And after many months of follow-up 
meetings and Sean and I revamping the idea, 
we finally came to an agreement on the invest-
ment. We raised $115,000 in funding through 
that investment.

Do you have any advice for students 
here at BloomU who have big dreams 

like you guys did?
GO FOR IT NOW! If you have a great idea 
always assume that there are other people with 
the same great idea. It’s just who can get to the 
top of the mountain first. Most students have so 
much free time in college. It’s the perfect time 
to come up with the next big thing.

Remembering past and present African Americans

   

 Contrary to popular be-
lief, the celebration of Black 
History Month is more wide-
spread than one would think. 
Canada and Great Britain 
have also picked up the tra-
dition of honoring those that 
stood up for their beliefs, and 
stood out in history. This re-
membrance occurs through-
out the entire month of Feb-
ruary. 

Before getting into the 
history, a lot of people be-
lieve that Black History 
Month shouldn’t exist or it 
should span between multiple 
months since African Amer-
icans did so much for the 
country. They were as much 
a part of American history 
as any other peoples were, 
but often times, their accom-
plishments were not recog-
nized by the general public 
because a white person did 
something “bigger” around 
the same time. But Black His-
tory Month wasn’t created re-
cently, nor was it created by a 
white American. 

The event grew out of 
“Negro History Week,” which 
was invented by the historian 
Carter G. Woodson and other 
African Americans in 1926. 
Woodson was the founder of 

the Association for the Study 
of African American Life and 
History. He chose the second 
week of February because the 
birthdays of Abraham Lincoln 
and Frederick Douglass, two 
people who made a big dif-
ference in American history, 
reside in this week. The event 
inspired schools and com-
munities nationwide to take 
part in the celebration African 
American accomplishments. 

For the decades follow-
ing the creation of “Negro 
History Week,” mayors all 
over the United States would 
issue yearly proclamations 
that recognized “Negro His-
tory Week” as an unofficial 
week-long holiday. Because 
of the Civil Rights Movement 
in the 1960s and a growing 
awareness of Black identities, 
“Negro History Week” turned 
into “Negro History Month” 
on many college campuses. 
In 1976, President Gerald 
R. Ford decided to officially 
make the event a yearly oc-
currence.  

Since the year 1976, ev-
ery United States President 
has reserved the month of 
February to celebrate the Af-
rican American culture and 
their accomplishments. 

African Americans have 
been a part of America as 
long as America has existed. 
They have also made changes 
for the better of the American 

society. Names like Martin 
Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, 
and Langston Hughes are 
just a few that have graced 
America with their minds and 
bravery. Oprah Winfrey and 

Michelle Obama are a few 
of today’s African Americans 
that have stood up on multiple 
occasions for the people and 
subjects that mean so much to 
them. 

An African American by 
the name of Carter G. Wood-
son coined the week that 
eventually grew into an entire 
month to celebrate black his-
tory nationally. We don’t cel-

ebrate a month of black his-
tory because white Americans 
chose it, we celebrate black 
history for a month in honor 
of everyone that was a part of 
America back then and today. 

New sports app goes viral 
at launch party imAge From: sPlooPs.com



Peyton Manning, living 
legend. The gun slinger from 
the University of Tennessee 
has shattered all sorts of NFL 
records in his polished 18 year 
career. Most notably, when he 
threw 55 touchdowns in the 
2013-2014 season, defeating 
Tom Brady’s previous record 
of 50. But that is just the be-
ginning of Manning’s long list 
of accolades. Manning owns 
the career passing touchown 
record, having beaten the old 
record of 508. He has thrown 
for the most passing yards in 
a single season, when he accu-
mulated 5,477 in 2013. He has 
thrown for 300 or more yards 
in more games than anyone 
else in NFL history. He has 
earned a passer rating of at 
least 105 in more games than 
any other quarterback. In five 
career games, he has thrown 
for a perfect passer rating 
of 158.3. In 2013, Manning 
threw for an average of 342.31 
yards per game, an NFL re-
cord over the course of a sea-
son. He has thrown for 4,000 
yards in more seasons than 
anybody else. He also has the 
most consecutive seasons with 
at least 25 touchdown passes. 

In 2007, he became the first 
quarterback to beat all 31 NFL 
teams. He currently holds the 
record for most career passing 
yards, a record formerly held 
by Hall of Famer Brett Favre. 
In week 10, Manning threw a 
4-yard slant to running back 
Ronnie Hillman, putting Man-
ning at 71,839 passing yards 
for his career (he has since 
added to this). Oddly enough, 
that was the same game in 
which Manning threw four in-
terceptions, and was pulled in 
favor of Brock Osweiler. 

This season, Manning 
finished second in the NFL 
in interceptions. This is not 
only concerning because he’s 
Peyton freaking Manning, but 
more so due to the fact that he 
missed six games. This means 
through ten games, Manning 
tossed a discouraging 17 
picks, second only to Jackson-
ville quarterback Blake Bor-
tles, who threw 18. It is not 
clear why Manning struggled 
so mightily this season. To be 
fair, he is 39, making him the 
oldest player currently playing 
in the NFL. It is totally under-
standable to think he is declin-
ing, given how old he is. This 
doesn’t mean that he wants to 
win any less, though. 

Going into Super Bowl 

50, which is this Sunday, Man-
ning is poised to win his sec-
ond Super Bowl. He has been 

to three, but lost two of them. 
With the Indianapolis Colts, 
he emerged victorious against 

the Chicago Bears. Again as a 
Colt, he lost to Drew Brees and 
the New Orleans Saints. Most 
recently, as a Denver Bronco, 
Manning was embarrassed 
by the Seattle Seahawks and 
the legion of boom. The Sea-
hawks decimated the Broncos, 
43-8. Surely Manning doesn’t 
want to be remembered as the 
man whose team was slaugh-
tered in his last Super Bowl 
appearance. 

I believe that Manning 
will have a stern confidence 
going into this game. He has 
made mention on more than 
one occasion that this will 
more likely than not be his last 
outting. He wants to go out on 
top, like all the greats do, or 
at least should. As relentless 
as this Carolina Panther’s de-
fense is, I’m betting that Man-
ning has one last gutsy perfor-
mance left in the tank. With 
the arguably equally good 
defense the Broncos possess, 
and the deep threat duo of De-
maryius Thomas and Emman-
uel Sanders, the Broncos have 
more than enough firepower to 
compete with the Panthers.  

According to Vegas, along 
with many analysts, the Pan-
thers are the favorite to win 
Super Bowl 50. This isn’t sur-
prising at all, considering the 

Panthers went 15-1 this sea-
son, and Cam Newton is guar-
anteed to win MVP honors 
this Saturday night. This will 
be the highest age differential 
between two starting quarter-
backs in Super Bowl histo-
ry. There are a whopping 15 
years standing between Cam 
Newton and Peyton Manning. 
This means that Cam Newton 
was a toddler while Manning 
was leading his varsity foot-
ball team to victories. That’s 
insane. 

This Sunday will sure-
ly pit the Broncos against a 
formidable foe, the Carolina 
Panthers. Young vs. old, cha-
risma vs. wisdom, flashy vs. 
reserved. This will absolutely 
be a battle between two very 
different football teams and 
quarterbacks. Whether Man-
ning goes out on top or not, 
will not determine what kind 
of career he had. He is one of 
the most celebrated players in 
NFL history. He has broken 
record after record and hopes 
to finish his career in the form 
of a Super Bowl champion, 
and hopefully a Super Bowl 
MVP. 

Manning will go down as 
one of the best to ever play the 
game of football. 

Bloomsburg Field Hockey 
is known for their success on 
and off the field. With numer-
ous National Championships, 
PSAC Championships and 
winning seasons in the team’s 
history, its no question that 
the Bloomsburg Field Hockey 
team is a force to be reckoned 
with. Each semester spent at 
Bloomsburg, the team puts in 
countless hours of work not 
only on the field but also in the 
classroom. 

During the fall season, reg-
ulation games are played. The 
team must be able to man-
age their time between their 
class, lift, practice and game 
schedules. This proves to be 
a challenge because majority 
of student’s free time prior to 
a game is spent traveling up-
wards of two hours each way. 
Spring season is no different. 
It is just as, if not more time 
consuming than the fall sea-
son. Although the team does 
not start their tournament 
schedule until after spring 
break, they must once again 
manage their time between 
class, conditioning, lifting and 
practice. From an unfamiliar 
point of view, managing time 
between each schedule, main-
taining a social life and being 

a successful student athlete 
may seem impossible; howev-
er, over time the team have be-
come seasoned professionals. 

To shed some light on how 
to be successful in each cate-
gory, Laura Gerhard answered 
a few questions for me when I 
sat down with her earlier this 
week. 

Q: What year are you at 
Bloomsburg academically 
and athletically?

Junior, both academically and 
athletically.

Q: What are your interests 
outside of field hockey?

 I like hanging out with friends 
when I can. I also enjoy work-
ing out, volunteering at the 
local animal shelter, cooking 
and watching Netflix. 

Q: How do you stay moti-
vated in and out of the class-
room?

 Field hockey keeps me in line. 
We have to maintain a certain 
GPA in order to stay eligible 
and that in itself is motivation 
enough because I would nev-
er want to let my teammates 
down. Also just knowing that 
in the end I will succeed is 
motivation for me too.

Q: In your opinion, what 
was the biggest team success 
you had last season?

Going into the PSAC quarter-

I recently had the pleasure 
of interviewing my friend 
Brian Bevan, on his recent 
experiences wth the Blooms-
burg University club volley-
ball team. 

Q. How long have you been 
playing volleyball here at 
Bloomsburg University? 

I have been playing volley-
ball on the club team here for 
three semesters now, as I was 
a transfer student my junior 
year.  

Q. What kind of player do 
you consider yourself to be? 

As an outside hitter, I consid-
er myself to be not necessarily 
the most important player on 
the team, but one who always 

gives his full effort and leaves 
it all out on the court.

Q. How has joining the team 
changed your life here at 
BU? 

Joining the Club Volleyball 
team here at BU has been one 
of the better decisions I have 
made. Having the opportuni-
ty to play a sport that I love 
again is something I never 
thought I would have the 
chance to do, and it definitely 
gives me a break from school-
work and an opportunity to 
stay in shape.

Q. On average, how well 
do we fair against the other 
teams? Who do you think is 
Bloomsburg’s biggest rival? 

Our school is one of the few 
in the conference that has two 
teams, an A and a B squad. 
The A team went undefeated 
last season and the B team 
just barely squeaked into the 
playoffs, so it is safe to say 
that both teams do well. I 

would have to say the biggest 
rival would have to be anyone 
in the conference, or West 
Chester, as they knocked the 
A team out of playoffs last 
season.

Q. Who makes up the back 
bone of the Bloomsburg 
volleyball team? 

There are a few seniors on the 
team who have played their 
entire time at BU and defi-
nitely are huge factors on the 
team. Three of those guys are 
Kyle Fleischood, Josh Suppan 
and Mike Stianche, who are 
three of the best and most 
crucial players on the team. 
Some other players who show 
great leadership and are keys 
to the team are Evan Simpson 
and Shaq Burton, who always 
keep us in line when practice 
is going bad. One freshman 
who will be crucial this year 
is Bryan Segner, who joined 
last semester and had a phe-
nomenal tournament season in 
the fall and has the ability to 
play like a senior.

Q. How often do you guys 
practice? 

We practice three times a 
week: Monday, Wednesday 
and Sunday.

Q. How’s this season’s ros-
ter looking? 

This season’s roster is looking 
to be fairly similar to last sea-
son, a senior heavy roster that 
has the ability to go undefeat-
ed yet again. There are also a 
few new faces on the squad 
who will make big contribu-
tions on the B team and will 
be essential in our success.

Q. Is there anything else 
you’d like to mention?

If you’re not doing anything 
on a Saturday afternoon, 
come check out the team, as 
all of our games are actually 
at home this season, giving 
students easy access to come 
check out some of the best 
volleyball players at BU!
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Laura Gerhard watches from a far as her teammates handle the ball at 
Steph Pettit Stadium last fall. 
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Manning hopes to ride into the sunset a Super Bowl champion

Laura Gerhard sits down to talk Huskies field hockey
finals as underdogs and beat-
ing Shippensburg in the first 
seconds of overtime. 

Q: What is your biggest 
piece of advice for student 
athletes who struggle to 
manage their time?

Set aside time everyday for 
school work. I also keep a 
planner and I make sure to or-
ganize all of my assignment 
due dates so I never forget any 
work.  

Q: How has being a student 
athlete impacted your life? 

It has kept me on the right 
track. It has definitely made 
me a more responsible person. 
It has taught me to work hard 
for everything I do and in the 
end success will follow. Field 
hockey is definitely one of the 
biggest influences of my life. 

Q: What is one of your team 
goals for next season?

Definitely winning a champi-
onship, whether its PSAC or 
Nationals. We take our season 
one game at a time. Ideally, 
we’d just like to keep im-
proving our record from last 
year.  But making it to nation-
als would be awesome. 

Peyton Manning tries to win another title

Brian Bevan answers the tough 
questions about BU volleyball
Bloomsburg’s outside hitter sits down to discuss club volleyball

Peyton Manning throws a pass against the 
Kansas City Chiefs in week 10, a week in which 
he was picked off four times. 

CokekresCh/TheVoICe



The Bloomsburg Men’s 
basketball team has shined 
on the court, having won five 
straight contests against divi-
sional opponents before enter-
ing last night’s game against 
bitter rival, West Chester. 
The team’s most recent come 
from behind victory happened 
against the East Stroudsburg 
Warriors this past Saturday. 
The maroon and gold were 
down as many as 19 points 
before battling their way back 
to a 91-84 victory at Koehler 
Fieldhouse. 

Christian Mortellite led all 
scorers for the third consecu-
tive week, posting 26 points 
as he shot 8 of 17 from the 
floor and was 8 for 8 from 
the charity stripe. Christian 
recorded his second consec-
utive double-double, pulling 
down 11 rebounds to go along 
with his high point total. The 
redshirt sophomore has been 
dominating the PSAC East 
Division and has now brought 
the Huskies into playoff con-
tention only two games be-
hind the division leader, West 
Chester. 

Husky point guard, Donell 
Diggs also made a name for 
himself on Saturday afternoon 
as he recorded 22 points while 
pushing the Warriors into foul 
trouble, as he went to the line 
eight times. Diggs would only 
miss once from the free throw 
line, helping the Huskies lift 
their overall percentage for 
the season drastically.  Diggs 
dished out seven assists as the 
Huskies scored 53 points in 
the second half.  The Home-
town boy, Wes Lyons fell shy 
of reaching a double-double 

as he grabbed seven rebounds 
and scored nine points in only 
19 minutes of action. Lyons 
has become one of the better 
rebounders on the team as of 
late and has aided the Hus-
kies with some much needed 
second chance opportunities 

in the offensive end. If the 
Huskies hope to remain in the 
playoff race, they will need 
these three young men to take 
over the court.

Contributions from Alex 
Prislupsky and Kyle-Michael 
Rose have sparked the bench 
as of late. After defeating a 
15-3 ESU team, the Huskies 
headed into Wednesday night 

for their second showdown of 
the season against the West 
Chester Rams. The Rams have 
been a dominate program over 
the last five seasons and are on 
pace for most wins in a season 
if the can finish strong.

West Chester seniors Avery 

Brown and Matt Wiseley have 
been unstoppable this season. 
Wiseley averages just under 
12 points per game while grab-
bing 11 rebounds per game 
in 31 minutes played, while 
Brown is averaging 11 points 
per game. Brown's highest 
point total came against Man-
sfield back on Jan. 16. He 
scored 22 points, shooting 7 of 

11 from the field and notching 
4 of 6 from behind the arc. 

Wednesday night’s matchup 
will be the 132nd meeting be-
tween Bloomsburg and West 
Chester. In nine of the last 11 
games, West Chester has gone 
home the victor. The most re-

cent meeting between the two 
teams occurred Dec. 16, when 
Bloomsburg fell short 81-76. 
Matt Wiseley recorded a dou-
ble-double, posting 14 points 
along side 14 rebounds. Avery 
brown added ten points and 
four rebounds in the victory. 

Bloomsburg's Malik Garner 
led the way for the huskies 
as he shot six of nine from 

the floor while banging home 
three of his four three point 
attempts. The upcoming star, 
Christian Mortellite had a 
rough night shooting from be-
yond the arc as he went 0-6, 
but still recorded 15 points. 
Tyrieke Steward knocked in 

15 of his own points coming 
off the Bloomsburg bench. 
Bloomsburg was five and five 
at the time and has only gotten 
better as the season has pro-
gressed. They hope to contin-
ue their winning ways as they 
take on Mansfield this Satur-
day at 3:00. 
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Sunday

Friday

Sports

By Brian aBBate

Sports Editor

Scoreboard

Saturday
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Club Sports 

Huskies’  senior forward Wes Lyons attempts a floater in the lane in a victory over the Ship-
pensburg Red Raiders on Jan. 27 at Nelson Field House. Lyons finished the contest with nine 
points in 15 minutes.  

Jan. 29th

Jan. 30th

Jan. 31st

Huskies streaking towards
conference tournament  Men's & Women’s  Track and

 Field
 at Youngstown State National
All Day

 Women's Basketball
 at Mansfield
 1:00 PM

 Wrestling
 at George Mason
 2 PM

 Men's Basketball
 at Mansfield
 3:00 PM

 Men's  & Women’s 
Track and Field
 at Youngstown State National
 All Day

 Wrestlin
at Lehigh
 2 PM

BU Hockey shines against Susquehanna

By Maxwell Duffy

Asst. Sports Editor

Wrestling
at Rider
L  0-43    

Women's Basketball
at East Stroudsburg 
L  66-71    

Men's Basketball
at East Stroudsburg 
W  91-84 

Wrestling
at Bucknell
L  9-44

Women's Basketball
vs West Chester 
L 78-65
 
Men's Basketball
vs West Chester
L

Feb. 3

Huskies defeat Crusaders 9-3 en route to their sixth win of the season

Bloomsburg Center Shane Lydon fights for a faceoff in his own zone 
with a Crusader on Sunday during the Huskies’ blowout victory. 

Fellow Huskies Brandon Arzini (left) and Chris Slattery (right) fight for 
the puck in an attempt to spark a quality offensive opportunity. 

Ice Hockey
vs. Susquehanna University
W 9-3

Jan. 31st

PhoTos: Cole KresCh/TheVoiCe

The Voice staff makes Super Bowl picks
By Maxwell Duffy

Asst. Sports Editor
By Zachary Kostus

Managing Editor
By cole Kresch

Photography Editor
By evin hartsocK

Webmaster

Panthers 27
Broncos 17

Broncos 23
Panthers 21

Although the Panthers 
are stacked on offense 
and defense, I can’t see 
Peyton Manning losing 
in what will probably be 
his last ever NFL start. 
Cam Newton will be the 
future of the NFL, but 
Manning is the past and 
present. 

Let’s be entirely honest 
with ourselves here. This 
is Carolina’s year. Cam 
Newton has become ab-
solutely obsessed with 
success. Do I actually 
think that the Denver of-
fense led by the zombie 
of Peyton Manning can 
score enough to keep 
up? Not a chance. The 
Panthers complete their 
magical season. 

Denver has been carried 
by their defense for most 
of the year and they’ll 
most likely have to carry 
the team in Super Bowl 
50 as well. Despite 
having a stellar defense, 
I don’t see them being 
able to contain Cam 
Newton.

Panthers 35       
Broncos 28

With Cam Newton 
on the field there hasn’t 
been many times where 
he hasn’t succeeded 
whether it’s his rifle like 
passing or using his own 
feet to move his offense 
downfield. I believe the 
Broncos will be simply 
out scored or defense 
will play a huge roll in 
this game.

Panthers 24      
Broncos 14

Cam is the man. Enough 
said. The Panthers are 
going to find a way to 
pull this one out. How-
ever, this is Peyton’s 
final crusade. He’s not 
going down without his 
guns blazing and his 
team fighting for their 
chief. Carolina wins a 
shootout in the Bay. 

Panthers 49
Broncos 42
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