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TEXAS CPM, ASPA DISTRICT IV & CENTEX ASPA 

12
TH

 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

February 18, 2011 
 

The Certified Public Manager (CPM) and American Society for Public 
Administration (ASPA) District 4, and Centex ASPA Chapter 32 will host its 12th 
annual conference on February 18, 2011, at the Lyndon Baines Johnson School 
of Public Affairs at the University of Texas in Austin.  The theme of the 2011 
conference is “Fiscal Stress: Hard Choices for Public Service”.  Texas CPM 
and ASPA District 4 are honored to announce that this year’s key note speaker 
will be Douglas Brinkley, PhD, of Rice University.  Dr. Brinkley will deliver the 
William P. Hobby Distinguished Lecture.  Dr. Brinkley is the fellow in history at 
the Baker Institute and a professor of history at Rice University.  Some of Dr. 
Brinkley’s most recent publications include “The Wilderness Warrior: Theodore 
Roosevelt and the Crusade for America” (2009) and “The Great Deluge: 
Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans, and the Mississippi Gulf Coast” (2006) in which 
he was a recipient of the Robert F. Kennedy Prize and a finalist for the Los 
Angeles Times Book Award.  A book signing will be held at the conference and 
Dr. Brinkley will be available to sign copies of recent and former publications. 
 
Texas CPM, ASPA District 4, and Centex ASPA appreciate its sponsors and 
have wonderful incentives to recognize its sponsors.  Sponsorship opportunities 
are available and encouraged.  Sponsor registration and information on 
sponsorship incentives is available online on the Texas State University CPM 
Web site.  Sponsors are categorized as follows: Friend Sponsors; Bronze 
Sponsors; Silver Sponsors; Gold Sponsors; and Platinum Sponsors.  
Sponsor donations range from a minimum of $150 to a maximum of $5,000.  All 
conference sponsors will be recognized on the Texas CPM Web site one month 
prior to the conference and two months following the conference. 
 
Conference participants may also register online and view the preliminary event 
program.  For more information go to the Texas State University CPM Web site, 
2011 CPM-ASPA Conference or contact Dr. Howard Balanoff, Professor and 
Director of the Texas CPM Program. You may contact Dr. Balanoff at 
hb02@txstate.edu or by phone at 512-245-3453. 

http://www.txstate.edu/cpm/Conferences/conference-sponsorship.html
http://www.txstate.edu/cpm/Conferences/2011-CPM-ASPA-Conference.html
mailto:hb02@txstate.edu
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Texas CPM Program Graduates 77 at the Texas Capitol  

 
On Monday December 13, 2010, the 
Texas CPM Program offered by Texas 
State University in cooperation with 10 
universities throughout Texas graduated a 
total of 77 persons.  This was the largest 
graduating class in the 15 year history of 
the CPM Program.  The Texas CPM 
Program now has over 1000 graduates.   

Texas CPM Graduates from the San 
Marcos, Round Rock and San Antonio 
CPM Program (pictured left) with CPM 

Director Dr. Howard Balanoff (back row third from left) and Marilyn Balanoff 
(back row far left hand side). 
 
Delivering the CPM Graduation 
Speech was the Honorable Larry 
Gonzales (pictured right with Dr. 
Balanoff), newly elected Member of 
the Texas House of Representatives.  
Representative Gonzales is currently a 
student in Texas State University’s 
MPA Program. 
 
For additional information about the 
Texas CPM Program go to www.txstate.edu/cpm and/or contact Dr. Balanoff at 
hb02@txstate.edu or 512/245-3453. 
 
 

82nd REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
 
The 82nd Regular Legislative Session will convene on January 11, 2011.  Topics 
for the 82nd Regular Legislative Session include but are not limited to: state 
budget issues, redistricting, voter identification, health care reform; replacing 
property tax with sales tax; insurance; homeowner associations responsibilities 
and authority; authorization of casino gaming in Texas; criminal justice and public 
safety; technology based offenses; border security; immigration; and 
augmentation of the rainy day fund.  In addition to the aforementioned agenda 
topics a total of 28 agencies will undergo sunset review.  The 82nd Regular 
Legislative Session will conclude on May 30, 2011. 
 
 



ASPA CENTRAL TEXAS CHAPTER 32, WWW.CENTEXASPA.ORG                       WINTER 2011 

 

JOHN MOORE, CENTEX ASPA’S PRESIDENT 

ELECT 2011 
 

John Moore (pictured left) will be the new president of the 
ASPA of Central Texas Chapter 32.  Mr. Moore will be 
installed as the Centex ASPA president along with other new 
Centex ASPA Officers on January 28, 2011.  John Moore is 
Director of the Regulatory Integrity Division at the Texas 
Workforce Commission (TWC). He has been with TWC 
since 1998 and has served as Assistant General Counsel, 
Acting General Counsel, General Counsel, and Director of 
the Regulatory Enforcement Division. In his various positions 

with TWC, Mr. Moore has worked closely with Local Workforce Development 
Boards, contractors, and TWC staff in preventing and detecting fraud, waste, and 
abuse in the Texas workforce system.   Mr. Moore has been licensed as an 
attorney in the state of Texas since1977. He has worked both in the private 
practice of law and with various state agencies, including the Texas State Board 
of Insurance, the Texas State Treasury, the Texas House of Representatives, the 
Teacher Retirement System of   Texas, and the Texas State Board of Public 
Accountancy. He is a frequent presenter at TWC workforce conferences, as well 
as at state and local bar association functions. He is currently an adjunct 
professor in Political Science at Texas State University and teaches in the 
Masters of Public Administration Program. Mr. Moore holds a bachelor's degree 
in Political Science from the University of Missouri at Columbia, and a law degree 
from The University of Texas at Austin School of Law. 

 

 

INTRODUCING  

JAMES HARKINS AND COURTNEY COLTER  

CENTEX ASPA’S NEW NEWSLETTER EDITORS 
 
Over the next few months, the CenTex ASPA newsletter will be going through 
some minor changes, as James Harkins and Courtney Colter have accepted the 
opportunity to take over the responsibilities of Essi Eargle as co-editors of the 
newsletter.  Mrs. Eargle served as the Centex ASPA Newsletter Editor from 
2010-2011. 
 
“I hope that we are able to live up to the high standards that Essi has set for us. It 
can be difficult to balance a busy work and personal life, with extra curricular 
activities, like editing a newsletter and being active with CenTex ASPA,” said 
Harkins. “I look forward to working with Essi in order to learn her secrets on how 
to put out a quality publication in the future. 
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“I also look forward to working closely with Courtney in order to be sure we 
continue in Essi’s footsteps in better establishing CenTex ASPA as a quality 
organization for our members, both students and practitioners, in our region.” 
"It is an honor to work alongside with James as co-editor of the CenTex ASPA 
newsletter says Colter.  Essi created a spectacular newsletter and we will be 
sure to continue the journey she started.” 

 
ABOUT JAMES HARKINS 

 
Originally from Houston, James has worked for the Texas General Land Office 
(www.glo.texas.gov) for the last five years, and is now the Outreach Manager for 
the Archives and Records of the GLO. In this position he conducts historical 
research on documents and maps, and promotes the archival collection of the 
General Land Office. James works closely with the education community to 
infuse primary source documents and maps into the classroom, and works to 
raise awareness of the Save Texas History program (www.savetexashistory.org), 
which was designed to raise money for the conservation of more than 35.5 
million documents and 80,000 maps at the GLO. “I have always enjoyed history, 
and have always had pride in Texas, and now I am able to combine those two 
interests into my job. It is great working to provide tools for educators and 
administrators for the study of Texas history, as the work I am doing will help 
future generations connect to the past.” 
 

James graduated from Texas State University in 2002-2005, with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Mass Communications, and a minor in Business Administration. He 
graduated with a Masters in Public Administration from Texas State on 
December 17, 2010.  James’ Applied Research Project is titled, An Ideal 
Sustainable Energy Model for Local Utilities: An Assessment of the City of San 
Marcos, Texas (http://ecommons.txstate.edu/arp/330/).  

 
ABOUT COURTNEY COLTER 

 

Courtney Colter grew up in Buda, Texas and moved to Austin when she was 12 
years old.  Currently, Courtney works for the City of Austin where she is a Youth 
Program Coordinator.   She teaches self-awareness, leadership and 
development skills, and civic engagement to students in the 78744 area through 
the Community Youth Development Grant, a grant that recognized the 78744 
area for having one of the highest juvenile referrals in the state of Texas. 
Courtney develops community partnerships with non-profit organizations, elected 
officials, and local government agencies to provide a strong foundation for the 
students she inspires to help prevent juvenile delinquency.   In her four years 
with working with the Community Youth Development grant, Courtney had the 
opportunity to see first generation high school graduates go to college.  She is an 
essential part to developing student's lives and has written numerous letters of 
recommendations for her students to receive college scholarships.  Courtney has 
a passion for working with people and the community.  She believes that civic 

http://www.glo.texas.gov/
http://www.savetexashistory.org/
http://ecommons.txstate.edu/arp/330/
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engagement helps build character and if taught at an early age, it can develop 
successful leaders.   "My students inspire me to be a better person because I see 
them go through so much and yet are determined, strong, and resilient."   
 
Courtney graduated from Southwest Texas State with a bachelors in business 
administration in December 2002, and plans to graduate from Texas State in 
Spring 2011 with a Master in Public Administration.   
 
Mr. Harkins will be installed as Centex ASPA’s Newsletter Editor, and Ms. Colter 
as Co-Editor on January 28, 2011. 
 
 

GRACEFUL GOODBYES 

A NOTE FROM FORMER CENTEX ASPA 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR ESSI EARGLE (pictured left) 

 

It is has been a great honor to volunteer and serve as the 
newsletter editor for Centex ASPA 2010-2011.  I have truly 
enjoyed the pleasure of making new acquaintances and learning 
from other officers under such a well established organization.  I 
am confident and glad to know that the Centex ASPA Newsletter 
is being passed on and/or left in well capable hands.  I am sure 

that James Harkins and Courtney Colter will continue to produce quality 
newsletters.  Many thanks to the former Centex ASPA President, Rosy Moore for 
the opportunity to serve as newsletter editor; and many thanks to Dr. Howard 
Balanoff and Marilyn Balanoff for bringing the CPM program to Texas and 
enhancing my career and the careers of many professionals.  Best wishes to you 
all. 
 

CenTex ASPA Calendar of Events winter 2011 

January 19 

Centex ASPA Monthly Meeting, 

LBJ School of Public Affairs, Austin Texas 

 

January 28 

Installation of Officers 

Nuevo Leon 

 

February 18 

Texas CPM, ASPA District IV and Centex ASPA Conference, 

LBJ School of Public Affairs, Austin, Texas 
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CenTex ASPA Calendar of Events winter 2011 (cont.) 

February  18 

Centex ASPA Monthly Meeting Following Conference 

 

March 13 – 16 

National ASPA Annual Conference, Baltimore MD 

 

March 16 

Centex ASPA Monthly Meeting 

LBJ School of Public Affairs, Austin, Texas 

 

 

 
REMINDER NOTICE: ASPA EXPIRATIONS 

 
 

Don’t forget to renew your ASPA Memberships.  ASPA memberships may be 
renewed online at www.aspanet.org . ASPA members may also view current 
ASPA memberships by chapter and export information on chapters to excel 
spreadsheets. A list of current members of the CenTex Chapter of ASPA may be 
viewed by clicking the following link CenTex Chapter of ASPA .  For information 
on Texas Centex ASPA memberships, please contact Robert Ochoa or John 
Sone. 
 
 

 

Quote for Quarter 

 

“Speak ill of no man, but 
speak all the good you 
know of everybody” 
 

~Benjamin 

Franklin~ 

 

 
Rosy Moore, President 
John Moore, Vice President 
Marilyn Balanoff, Treasurer 
Dr. Patricia Shields, Secretary 
Robert Ochoa, Membership 
John Sone, Membership Co-Chair 
Gabriel Cardenas, Webmaster 
Chet Brooks, Parliamentarian 

Essi Eargle, Newsletter Editor 
 
 

CenTex Chapter 32 
P.O.Box 201712, Austin TX 78720 

 

CENTEX TIMES 

 
WINTER 2011 

 
The opinions herein are not 
necessarily those of ASPA or CENTEX. 
Inquires regarding this 
newsletter should be made to the 

Chapter Officers at 
centexaspa@gmail.com . 

www.centexaspa.org 

http://www.aspanet.org/
file://diamond/eeargle$/Word/Chapter%2032%20as%20of%20Dec-01-2009%20Current(1).xlsx
mailto:centexaspa@gmail.com
http://www.centexaspa.org/

