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Largest 2016 Statewide Komen Grant Awarded to Greater Delta Alliance for Health 

$167,992 will renew life-saving program for Arkansas residents 

Lake Village, AR, April 16, 2016:  In 2015, the Greater Delta Alliance for Health’s (GDAH) Access Project Pink/Reach 

Every Woman program allowed for 450 women throughout Southeast and Central Arkansas to receive free breast 

health care services. Of those 450, close to forty women were diagnosed and treated for breast cancer at an early stage 

of the disease, significantly increasing their chances for survival. These women, most of them uneducated and impov-

erished, would never have known they were at risk if not for the free, life-saving services provided by this remarkable 

program, all made possible by the generosity of the Susan G. Komen for the Cure-Arkansas Affiliate.  

That generosity will continue in 2016. The GDAH, a network of ten hospitals located throughout the Arkansas Delta, 

was once again the recipient of the largest statewide grant presented by the Affiliate. The $167,992 award will allow 

Access Project Pink/Reach Every Woman (APP/REW) to continue to provide uninsured and underinsured residents 

of all ages with navigation and easy access to free clinical breast exams, screening and diagnostic mammograms, ultra-

sounds and biopsy assistance, as well as providing thousands of Arkansas residents in twenty-four counties with free 

breast health education and resources.                                

Arkansas Affiliate Executive Director Sherrye McBryde awarded the check to Project Director Wendy Talbot and 

GDAH Executive Director Mellie Bridewell at a Komen presentation luncheon in Little Rock earlier this month.  

“The worthy recipients of these funds, which are predominantly raised through the Race for the Cure®, were chosen 

because their innovative projects aligned with one or more target priorities identified in the 2015 Komen Arkansas 

Community Profile,” said McBryde. 

Based on that profile, Talbot said, “This grant will not only allow the GDAH to increase services to patients across Cen-

tral and Southeast Arkansas, but this year we will be placing concentrated focus on Arkansas, Bradley, Chicot and 

Drew counties due to their vulnerable populations in relation to breast health and barriers to care. These communities 

will now be targeted areas for expanded breast health education.“  

Plans to create a comprehensive, successful breast health program include delivering extensive educational materials 

to hospitals, rural clinics, physician offices and health departments throughout the twenty-four county service area, as 

well as collaborating with Encore for Women’s Health to literally ‘reach out’ and deliver up to 10,000 direct mail pieces 

to all communities to educate women and men about available services. Additionally, Mi Casa Hispanic Ministries will 

provide translation resources for counties with large Hispanic populations. 

“Seven of the ten GDAH member hospitals will partner with the Medical Center of South Arkansas in El Dorado and 

Helena Regional Medical Center to provide nine service locations across the region,” Talbot said. “Each will provide 

invaluable assistance to reach almost 50% of the Arkansas Affiliate’s service area for a total of 10,000 residents being 

educated and helped by this vital program,” Talbot said. “Our goal is to reach every woman and man in the most effec-

tive and convenient manner for the patient.”                                            

Program service locations include GDAH members Ashley County Medical Center in Crossett, Baptist Health-

Stuttgart, Bradley County Medical Center in Warren, Chicot Memorial Medical Center in Lake Village. Delta Memorial 

Hospital in Dumas, Drew Memorial Hospital in Monticello and Jefferson Regional Medical Center in Pine Bluff, as well 

as participating hospitals Helena Regional Medical Center and Medical Center of South Arkansas in El Dorado.  

To access service information and program navigation, contact Project Director Wendy Talbot at (870) 541-7661 or call 

toll free at (855) 390-9195. 
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