
 



XVth Young Researchers in Ancient History Encounter (UCM) 
VIth International Edition 

 
As every year, we announce the celebration of a new edition of the Encounter of 
Young Researchers in Ancient History (EJIHA), which will take place in the Faculty 
of Geografía e Historia of Universidad Complutense de Madrid (Spain) the coming 
May, 4th, 5th and 6th, 2016. 
 
Once again, we would like to express our gratitude for the support of the 
Geography and History Faculty and the Ancient History Department of the UCM, 
we wish to build a space for scientific debate and interchange among the antiquity 
young researchers. This is a special year, indeed, the 15th edition of EJIHA. Due to 
this fact, there will be a tribute to all those hardworking and inspiring people who 
left a mark in this event. 
 
As in previous editions, the meeting will be divided in three round table sessions, 
three more for individual papers and one more for posters that will be preceded by 
an opening conference by Prof. Silvia Orlandi, from La Sapienza – Università di 
Roma. 
 
The round table sessions, directed by specialists of recognized prestige, will tackle 
transversal topics in order to provide the dialogue between researchers with 
different perspectives of a common issue. Every round-table speech will last not 
more than 20 minutes. 
 
Individual-papers session welcomes every researcher who wishes to share the 
theoretical and methodological principles on which their doctoral researching is 
settled. Thus, every participant will count on a maximum time of 15 minutes. 
 
Finally, there will be a poster session in which those researchers interested will be 
able to share their work. The way posters and printing process must be prepared 
can be consulted on our website. 
 
In order to participate in any of the three sessions, applicants must fill the 
corresponding form for each of them. Documentation can be downloaded from the 
meeting website. It will only be accepted a proposal per person, whether for a 
round table, paper or poster session. Proposals in Spanish, Portuguese, French, 
Italian or English will be accepted. Once the applying form is filled, it shall be sent 
to the meeting mail account: jovenes.investigadores.ucm@gmail.com 
Deadline for proposals submitting will be February, 15th, 2016. Proposals sent out 
of date, or not fitting the general downloadable form, will be immediately rejected. 
 
Registration fees for speakers will be 20€ for round-table and expositions, and 
10€ for posters. The organization will provide five grants with 80€ for travel and the 
exemption of registration fees. Those who are interested must communicate it in 
the proposal document. CV and the place of origin will be considered. 
 
It will be possible to publish the papers in the digital journal Antesteria. Debates 
de Historia Antigua, All the articles have to be accepted in the peer review 
process. 
 

http://ejihaucm.wix.com/ejiha#!blank/z6grb
http://ejihaucm.wix.com/ejiha
http://ejihaucm.wix.com/ejiha
mailto:jovenes.investigadores.ucm@gmail.com


Finally, we present the information concerning the round tables. We look forward to 
your proposals! 
 

 
ORALITY AND WRITING IN ANCIENT WORLD 

Prof. Ana Rodríguez Mayorgas (U. Complutense de Madrid) 
 
The revolution which took place in the media during the XX century has led 
researchers to think about the effects and consequences of the relationship 
between technology and language for decades. This relationship made its initial 
step in antiquity, with the invention of the first writing systems. This fact makes its 
study relevant enough, but this period was also characterized by the diversity of 
writings, in terms of typology and functionality, until some of them, such as the Latin 
alphabet, were imposed over the rest. In any case, even in the moment of greatest 
expansion, we could quantitatively consider that writing was an anecdotic 
phenomenon in comparison with the modern world, hence its relation with oral 
communication is not only interesting, but indispensable in any kind of study aimed 
to interpreting the use of ancient writing systems. 
 
The objective of this round table is, hence, to reflect on the relationship between 
writing and orality in antiquity through the case studies, which can tackle any kind 
of writing and format, and can also focus on any field of ancient societies: religious, 
political, economic, educative, etc. As an example, it can be interesting to examine 
in each case, among other things, the reasons for the use of writing, its 
consequences and the kind of relationship established with oral communication 
(substitution, opposition, complement, etc.), this last issue being the one in which 
reading could doubtless have a relevant role in many cases. Finally, contributions 
are expected to raise a general debate drawing on specific case studies, as well as 
deepening in our knowledge of the use of ancient writing. 
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MODERN APPROACHES TO ANCIENT WARFARE: THE SCHOLARSHIP OF 

WAR IN ANTIQUITY 

Prof. Fernando Echeverría Rey (U. Complutense de Madrid) 
 

Historians live, as it is commonly accepted, in a certain cultural and historical 
context, which implies that their ideas, interests and prejudices ultimately determine 
their reconstructions of ancient realities. This legitimizes us to speak of modern (not 
necessarily biased) “views” about the past, in the sense of applying modern 



concerns and interests to the study of past times. The awareness of the 
implications of this fact increased thanks particularly to the work of Q. Skinner (see 
his “Meaning and understanding in the History of Ideas”, History and Theory 8.1 
(1969): 3-53) and quickly spread across the different disciplines, famously applied 
to the field of Ancient  History by Moses Finley (The Use and Abuse of History, 
London 1975). 

Among the different aspects of the ancient world, war seems to be particularly 
sensitive to academic “use and abuse”, for different reasons. First, war is the 
dominant subject in ancient literary sources, from the ancient Near East to the late 
Roman empire; the amount of documents containing information relevant for the 
reconstruction of ancient warfare is simply overwhelming, and most academic 
reflections and interpretations will be sooner or later affected by that fact. Second, 
military historians no longer limit their work to the description of equipment or the 
analysis of particular campaigns and military practices, but are increasingly 
concerned about the study of causes and processes, the definition of aspects and 
conditions, and the reconstruction of mentalities and experiences from the ancient 
world; as a result, the field for interpretation (and manipulation) becomes much 
wider and involves the always more controversial matters of ancient psychology 
and ideology. Third, ancient sources inform us about the hard facts and processes, 
but rarely (or less frequently) about the causes, origins and reasons of those 
processes, and it is the task of the historian to reconstruct them with the tools in his 
box, not always sufficiently sharp or accurate. Fourth, war poses an intellectual and 
moral challenge to modern historians, raised and educated in a cultural, scientific 
and personal environment that deplores and rejects the systematic and seemingly 
unrestricted carnage of combat. 

Modern approaches to ancient war are therefore riddled with “views” that betray 
modern interests, preconceptions or mindsets, and that are the result of modern 
needs and intellectual problems, and not necessarily of the rigorous analysis of 
ancient realities that is the final object of the discipline. This panel intends to reflect 
on those “views” about ancient warfare and to determine their role in the scholarly 
interpretation of ancient cultures. The aim is not so much to describe the military 
practices, events or processes themselves as to present the modern interpretations 
about them and to evaluate their motives and causes: what preconceptions, ideas 
or interests lie behind certain views about ancient war? What kind of historical and 
cultural context explains such views? 

For the purpose of clarity, “ancient warfare” will be understood here as the kind of 
war waged by the different political and cultural entities of the Near East and the 
Mediterranean during the Bronze and Iron Ages to the fall of the western Roman 
empire. The panel will consider proposals dealing with the following topics: 

- Scholarly interpretations of particular campaigns, battles or military events 
commonly regarded as essential or decisive for the understanding of the 
historical development of a given culture. 

- General scholarly approaches to military practices of specific cultures and 
geographical regions of the ancient world. 

- Comparative perspectives between those approaches. 

- Scholarly discussions and controversies about historical and military 
processes, such as technological innovation, the transformation of recruitment 
and military organization, the evolution of tactics and strategy, and so on. 

(Trans. F. Echeverría) 



 

 
FOOD, HEALTH AND ILLNESS IN THE ANCIENT WORLD 

Dr. Fernando Notario Pacheco (Labex RESMED) 
 
Nutrition is one of the most significant bases of the cultural systems of health. The 
belief that food and eater were a psychological, biological and social unity is found 
in almost every human culture, and it has decisively influenced on the 
conceptualization of welfare and ailments. However, it is not easy to define in a 
precise way the principles over which the relationship between health, illness and 
food is set in ancient complex societies. 
In the ancient world, the relationship between these elements is constant and is 
reflected in complex discourses and practices that remind us their interweaving with 
social, political, economic and religious contexts. The thinking on health, like the 
one on food, embodies all these scopes, and it is defined according to them. The 
aim of this round table is analysing the way in which different ancient cultures 
understood the relationship between health and illness regarding three main axes. 
 
1. Malnutrition: hunger and opulence 
It is proposed the study of the socio-cultural construction of malnutrition in the 
ancient world, in its deprival facet as well as in the abundant one. The impact of 
what was perceived as deviant eating on the eater´s body is one of the main 
elements of the discourses on the importance of diet in ancient systems of health.  
 
2. Diets of health and illness. 
The imposition of a diet, distinguished from the usual food habits, is one of the most 
known (and feared) facets of medical praxis. The analysis of diets biased to keep 
vigour or get over an illness also has a great interest in the study of the 
representations of the social dynamics between the patient and the professionals of 
health. 
 
3. Food and health: between magic, medicine and religion. 
The salutary use of food is a constant in the cultural traditions of the ancient world. 
Its role in the medical schools is remarkable, but also in the belief systems, where 
its consumption or rejection is related with the physical and spiritual rectitude. Thus, 
the need for analysing the symbolic dimension of food concerning health is 
defended. 
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