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Emerson College Poll: Public Feels NFL’s Domestic Violence Policy Should Do 
More, Low Approval of NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell.  

 
BOSTON (9/19/2014) – As new controversies surrounding the NFL are brought to 
public attention, opinions are divided on the handling of the Ray Rice and Adrian 
Peterson cases, however, NFL viewership remains high. 
 
A majority, 78% of respondents are following the Ray Rice domestic violence 
incident, however opinions are split on when Ray Rice should be allowed to play, 
with 18% of respondents believing he should play this week, 21% this year, 33% 
next year, and 28% banned for life. However, a plurality of respondents from the 
Northeast (33%), feel that Ray Rice should be banned for life, while 37% of African-
Americans feel that Ray Rice should be able to play this week, compared to only 
12% of White respondents. 
 
Approval of Roger Goodell is also low, at only 21%. 45% of respondents disapprove 
of him, while amongst the respondents whose favorite sport is football, 51% 
disapprove. However, 54% of respondents feel that Goodell should not be fired, 
while 24% believe he should. By gender, 30% of men feel he should be fired, 
compared to only 19% of women. 
 
61% of those surveyed are following the Adrian Peterson corporal discipline 
incident, and a plurality of respondents (36%) feel that Peterson should be allowed 
to play this week, followed by 27% this year, 19% next year, and 18% never. Since 
Peterson plays for the Minnesota Vikings, it is notable that 42% of respondents in 
the Midwest feel Peterson should be allowed to play this week, compared to only 
24% in the Northeast. 
 
In addition to this, 60% of respondents approve of corporal discipline for children, 
while 23% disapprove, with 62% of females approving, followed by 58% of males. 
46% of respondents in the Northeast approve of this, and 76% in the South. Of the 
respondents who approve of corporal punishment, 41% feel he should be able to 
play this week, followed by  26% this year, 18% advocating for a lifetime ban and 
14% feeling he should play next year. 
 
Despite these incidents, 82% of respondents have watched the NFL this year, with 
46% of respondents counting it as their favorite sport. However, 47% of 
respondents say that the domestic violence policy of the NFL should do even more, 
while 20% believe it goes too far, and 22% feel it goes far enough. When asked if the 
Washington Redskins should change their name, 19% of respondents said yes, while 
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a majority of 81% said no. However, amongst respondents from the northeast, 89% 
stated that the Redskins should not change their name. 
 
Caller ID: This survey was conducted with IVR technology from 9/16/14-9/17/14, with 
1,000 adults, with a margin of error of +/-3%, and a 95% confidence level. 
 
Full results are available at www.theecps.com 
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