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New lieutenant sworn in

Toddler on 
road to 

recovery

•  DUSTIN NEWMAN 
TAKES HIS OATH

BY GINA K. SWARTZ
Gina@TheBakerCountyPress.com

   On Friday, May 29, Pa-
trol Sergeant Dustin New-
man was sworn in as the 
Baker City Police Depart-
ment’s new Lieutenant. 
    Newman, who joined 
the Baker City Police De-
partment March 4, 2014, 
replaces Kirk McCormick 
who left the Department in 
April to take a Police Chief 
position out of the state.
    Newman began his 

career in 1999 as a reserve 
with the Polk County Sher-
iff Department, and has 
been in law enforcement 
for over 15 years.
   Most recently, Newman 
was a Patrol Sergeant with 
Polk County, spending 
his last fi ve years with the 
Department in that role. 
    “I left a Patrol Sergeant 
spot to come over here 
for an offi cer spot and got 
promoted shortly after,” 
said Newman. 
   Only months after arriv-
ing in Baker City, in July 
of 2014, Newman was pro-
moted to Patrol Sergeant, 
fi lling a vacancy created 

when Sergeant Josh Bryant 
left the Department. 
    Newman and his family, 
he said, “Love Baker City; 
it’s a neat place. We came 
over to raise our kids and 
it’s done everything we 
could’ve imagined.”
   City Recorder/Human 
Resource Manager Luke 
Yeaton Administered the 
Oath to Newman in City 
Council Chambers to a 
small crowd that included 
Newman’s family, City 
employees, law enforce-
ment for the City Police 
Department, Baker County 
Sheriff Travis Ash, and 
members of OSP. 

    Newman’s parents, who 
were traveling from the 
west side of the state were 
held up by a truck wreck 
near milepost 259 outside 
of La Grande, delaying the 
ceremony.
    A tractor trailer pulling 
two fl atbeds of lumber 
failed to negotiate a curve, 
resulting in a rollover that 
spilled the lumber across 
all lanes of travel closing 
the interstate for hours 
while the lumber and 
wreckage were removed. 
ODOT took time to inspect 
a bridge support that was 
struck as well.

SEE NEWMAN PAGE 5
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Local home food storage expert Janice Nelson displays home food storage techniques and hands out 
dehydrated fruits and vegetables during the Emergency Preparedness Fair, held at the Baker City National 
Guard Armory, Saturday, May 30.
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Offi cial weather provider for 
The Baker County Press.

Partly cloudy. Mostly clear skies with the 
minimal threat of a shower/thunderstorm. Highs 
around 78 and a low around 54.

Partly cloudy. Mostly clear skies with a more 
probable threat (30%) of a shower/thunder-
storm. Similar high/low to Friday.

Partly sunny. Mostly clear skies with a 30% 
threat of showers/thunderstorms in the after-
noon hours. High around 79. Low around 56.

Your weekend weather forecast for Baker County.

GRADUATION SECTION : Graduate photos 
from around the county. PAGES 11-16

BUSINESS: Cutter’s Edge trains Greater 
Bowen Valley Fire volunteers. PAGE 3
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Citizens come out to prepare
•  COUNTY’S FIRST ANNUAL
 PREPAREDNESS FAIR HELD AT ARMORY

BY BRIAN ADDISON
Brian @TheBakerCountyPress.com

     A diverse group of individuals and organizations came 
together Saturday, May 30, to offer the Baker City com-
munity the fi rst Emergency Preparedness Fair.
     The event was presented by Baker County Emergency 
Management and U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 
Jason Yencopal, manager of Baker County Emergency 
Management and newly appointed director of 911 Con-
solidated Emergency Dispatch, was key in organizing the 
Emergency Preparedness Fair and hopes to build upon 
the positive start and make it an annual event. 
    Yencopal targets the month of September for next 
years’ Emergency Preparedness Fair to align it with na-
tional emergency preparedness month.
   The fair was supported by community partners includ-
ing the American Red Cross, the Baker County Chapter 
of the Oath Keepers, The Baker County Sheriff’s De-
partment, the City of Baker City, and The Baker County 
Press.
   About 60 people attended the event throughout the day 
and were offered classes and vendor displays to learn 
how to recognize and prepare for emergencies and how to 
assemble an emergency survival kit.

    “The purpose of the Emergency Preparedness Fair is 
for people to get general information on different types of 
emergencies and to begin making plans, building emer-
gency kits, and being informed,” said Yencopal. “Regard-
less of the type of emergency, the kit won’t change—it’ll 
work for all types of emergency.”
    Upon entering the Baker City National Guard Ar-
mory, participants were greeted by Torie Andrews, Baker 
County Public Health Department Emergency Prepared-
ness Coordinator. Andrews helped citizens sign-up for 
the Code Red Emergency telephone notifi cation system. 
While all landlines in the Baker County area are auto-
matically part of the system, Andrews explained that 
not all people have landlines and instead carry cellular 
phones. These individuals must sign-up and register their 
cellular phone numbers to be included in the Code Red 
Emergency system.
   The Code Red Emergency phone calls go out to inform 
citizens of public health emergencies which may include 
evacuation notices, missing children alerts, air quality 
warnings during fi re seasons, food and disease outbreaks, 
or severe weather events. 
    Most recently the Code Red Emergency system was 
deployed in 2013 to inform local citizens of the crypto-
sporidium contamination to the city water supply, accord-
ing to Andrews.
   Anyone may register for the Code Red system by sign-
ing into the data base at: www.baker911.org.

SEE PREPAREDNESS FAIR PAGE 5

•  15-MONTH-OLD NEARLY DROWNS, 
SIBLINGS ASSIST IN SAVING HIS LIFE

BY KERRY McQUISTEN
News@TheBakerCountyPress.com

   Next Tuesday at the Haines School’s year-end as-
sembly, two grade-schoolers will be honored. Caleb and 
Wesley Kerns, in third and second grades respectively, 
were instrumental in saving their little brother, Thomas, 
from a near drowning last week.
   According to the Baker County Sheriff’s department, 
on May 26, 2015 at about 4:17 p.m., Baker County 
Consolidated Dispatch received a 911 call from mother, 
Ori Kerns, after her 15-month-old son, Thomas had been 
found fl oating in a pond at her residence and was not 
breathing and unresponsive.
    Thomas had been found in the pond by his sister, Ki-
ley (age 5) and was pulled from the water by his brother 
Wesley (age 8). Thomas’ other brother, Caleb (age 9) 
dialed 911 for his mother.   

SEE TODDLER RECOVERING PAGE 8

Baker City 
man missing 
since May 18

•  STREET WAS 
SCHEDULED FOR 
HEARING, WIFE 
‘VERY WORRIED’

BY KERRY McQUISTEN
News@TheBakerCountyPress.com

   The family of a Baker 
City man, Ken Street, 
recently fi led a missing 
persons report with local 
law enforcement.
   According to Baker City 
Police Chief Wyn Lohner, 
and Street’s wife, Sherrie, he was last seen on May 18, 
when he said he was leaving to go work at a house or 
cabin in the Medical Springs area. Law enforcement in-
vestigated the cabin but found no evidence as to whether 
Street had been there or not, said Lohner.   

SEE MISSING MAN PAGE 8

Our forecast made possible by this 
generous sponsor:

Photo Courtesy of the Baker County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce. 

Kenneth Street.
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ROBERTS, Mary 
DEEN, Josh
BORK, Julia 
STEELE, Tiffany
CULLEY, Lisa
FLINT, Caleb  
KEYSER, Daniel   
ROPER JR, John  
SYPHERD, Crystol  
TURNER, Darren
GRAY, Robert 
CAVYELL, Eric
SMITH, Glen 
DAWES, James  
SULT, Jeff 
SANDERS, Jon
STEVENS, Melissa  

ROBINSON, Damon 
CULLEY, Scott
WACHACHA, Noah
FAUGHENDER, Garret
BLOOD, Daniel 
CARROLL, Richard
JOHNSON, Beth 
ROMINE, David 
COLE, Michael   
COUNTS, Michael
ODEA, Robert 
PETERSON, Linda
DARNELL, Jason
GILDA, Jeremy 
SIMONIS, Dyllan 
CANADA, Rick 
HAMILTON, Theresa 
CULLEY, Andrew 
PREVO, Loren 

GRIGGS, Corey  
MYERS, Andrew 
GROVE, James 
PREVO, Mary
PADILLA-ALBRADO, Jose 
KEYES, Bryan    
MUNSELL, Emily
FREEMAN, David 

POLICE LOG

     Roberts, Mary Lynn. 6/2. Interfer-
ing with a peace offi cer.
   Bork, Julia Ann. 5/30. Warrant Ar-
rest.
   Steele, Tiffany. 5/30. Unauthorized 
use of a motor vehicle, assaulting a 
police offi cer, harassment and resist-
ing arrest.

Lois Eileen Colton
Baker City, 1942-2015
   Lois 
Eileen 
Colton, 73, 
a long-time 
resident of 
Baker City, 
Oregon 
died Thurs-
day, May 
28, 2015 at 
St. Alphon-
sus Medical Center, Baker 
City.  Recitation of the Ro-
sary was said Wednesday, 
June 4 at 10:15 a.m. at St. 
Francis de Sales Cathedral.  
Mass of Christian burial 
followed at 11:00 a.m. in 
the cathedral.  Vault inter-
ment followed at Mt. Hope 
cemetery.  A luncheon for 
family and friends will 
follow the service in the 
Parish Hall.
   Lois was born March 23, 
1942 in LaGrande, Oregon 
to Chester O and Adele 
R. (Lewis) Williams.  She 
was raised in Baker City, 
Oregon where she met and 
married Ronald Colton 
on June 1, 1958 in the 
Cathedral.  She graduated 
from Baker High School 
in 1960. 
   Lois and Ron made their 
home in Baker County 
working on the Colton 
Ranch for many years 
where she was a partner.  
There were many memo-
rable experiences on the 
Colton Ranch.  One is that 
she milked the cows and 
bucket fed the calves the 
night before her daughter 
Rhonda was born.  Other 
memories include pulling 
the hay wagon with her 
sister-in-law, Wanda to the 
lambing shed.  Raising 27 
bummer lambs and 1 baby 
colt. 
   She worked many years 
as a checker, bookkeeper 
and waitress.  In the later 
years, she helped with the 
Colton Carriage Service.  
Lois would even help with 
shoeing the horses and if 
needed could use the bug-
gy whip to get the horses 
to do what needed to be 
done, especially when they 
were being stubborn.
   Lois enjoyed life to the 
fullest.  She and Ron could 
be found square dancing 
with her in-laws Sandy & 
Howard Payton or playing 

Crazy 8’s and Pinochle 
with Gordon and Connie 
Colton.  She enjoyed knit-
ting and sewing, exercising 
and her monthly luncheons 
with girlfriends Kate, 
Carolyn, Connie, Toni, 
Norma Jack the Cat!
   Lois never lost her sense 
of humor.  She just re-
cently admitted to putting 
a frog in her son Travis’s 
sleeping bag which was 
actually his friends bag 
rather than his.  Just a few 
weeks ago she was plotting 
her escape from the hospi-
tal while being transferred 
from one room to another 
with her daughter Chris. 
   She had a special love of 
her children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren.  
She always talked about 
her four sons, Travis, 
Chad, Alan and Toby. 
   Lois is survived by her 
husband Ron Colton, 
Baker City, Oregon.  
Children, Travis (Donnie) 
Colton of Glade Park, CO; 
Chris (Toby) Shaver of 
Boise, ID; Rhonda (Alan) 
Stephens of Dayton, WA; 
Chad (Becca) Colton of 
Baker City, OR.  Grand-
children, Levi, Alysa, 
Tanner, Travis, Katie, Jen-
nifer, Trisha, Chaz, River, 
Journey and Boston.  Great 
grandchildren, Mackenzie, 
Damien, Madison, Paityn, 
Treaghan, Kendhl and 
Harrison.  Brother-in-law 
Tommy West, LaGrande, 
OR.  Numerous nieces and 
nephews and cousins also 
survive.
   Memorial contributions 
in Lois’s memory may 
be directed to the Lupus 
Foundation of America.  
This may be done through 
Coles Tribute Center, 1950 
Place Street, Baker City, 
OR  97814.

Marian Stratford Hyde 
Brady
Baker City, 1926-2015
   Marian Stratford Hyde 
Brady, 89, longtime 
resident of Baker City, Or-
egon, passed away peace-
fully at home in Provo, 
Utah, on May 24, 2015.
   Funeral services in Provo 
were Wednesday, June 3, at 
1:00 at the Carterville LDS 
chapel, 900 West 2150 
North. A viewing preceded 

the service 
from 12:00 
to 12:45.
   Funeral 
services in 
Baker City 
will be Fri-
day, June 5, 
at 11:00 at 
The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, 2625 Hughes 
Lane. A viewing will 
precede the service from 
10:00 to 10:45. Vault inter-
ment will follow at Mount 
Hope Cemetery.
   Marian was born January 
24, 1926, at Washington, 
D.C., the fi rst child of 
George Osmond and Lona 
Stratford Hyde. Marian 
enjoyed a childhood fi lled 
with experiences unique to 
her Washington environ-
ment. She was perched on 
her father’s shoulders in 
the crowd to greet Charles 
Lindbergh after he returned 
from his famous solo fl ight 
across the Atlantic. She 
learned to walk up steps 
at the Lincoln Memorial 
and hunted for Easter eggs 
on the lawn of the White 
House. 
   She loved the Japanese 
cherry trees around the 
tidal basin in Washington 
and visited monuments and 
memorials much as chil-
dren elsewhere might go to 
a neighborhood park.
   Although Marian grew 
up during the Great De-
pression, her memories of 
that time were happy ones, 
fi lled with extended family 
associations and church 
activity. 
    Her parents managed to 
absorb much of the eco-
nomic concern of the time 
to provide their family a 
sense of stability and secu-
rity. Her family’s involve-
ment in The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints provided spiritual, 
social, and service oppor-
tunities. Marian remained 
a faithful member of the 
Church throughout her life.
   After graduating from 
high school in 1943, 
Marian attended Brigham 
Young University in 
Provo, Utah, majoring 
in economics. Since the 
distance was so great and 
train fares costly, Marian 
could not go home for 

the holiday breaks from 
school. Christmas Day 
1945, Marian met Garn 
Anderson Brady, recently 
returned from service in 
the Naval Air Corps, at a 
dance in Downey, Idaho, 
where she was visiting her 
Hyde grandparents. 
    Marian completed her 
bachelor’s degree in 1947, 
and the following year she 
and Garn were married on 
July 9 at the LDS temple 
in Logan, Utah. The city 
girl thus embarked upon 
the challenging adventure 
of life as a farmer’s wife 
and, in time, the mother 
of fi ve children: Suzanne, 
Ruth, Scott, Robert, and 
Rebecca.
   Except for two years 
in California, the Bradys 
lived and farmed in Idaho 
and Oregon, eventually 
settling in July 1960 in 
Baker City, where they 
also opened the fi rst Arctic 
Circle Drive-In in Oregon 
(now Burger Bob’s). 
    The drive-in and farm-
ing ventures in Baker City 
apparently kept them too 
busy to think about moving 
again, and the family put 
down roots there. Garn 
passed away May 8, 2001, 
and Marian remained in 
Baker City until November 
2012.
   During a visit with 
Rebecca’s family in Provo, 
Utah, Marian became un-
able to walk due to Parkin-
son’s disease and needed 
to remain with them. Her 
good cheer and determina-
tion to fi nd joy in whatever 
life might bring blessed the 
lives of a whole new circle 
of friends and continued 
to inspire the many family 
members and long-time 
friends who visited her 
there.
   Marian was preceded in 
death by an infant grand-
son, her parents, and her 
husband of nearly fi fty-
three years. She is survived 
by her four sisters and 
one brother, fi ve children, 
twenty-one grandchildren, 
and thirty-fi ve great-grand-
children.
   The family is grateful to 
the staff of Sunrise Home 
Health and Hospice, whom 
Marian loved as special 
helpers and as dear friends. 

ELKHORN MUZZLE LOADERS 
RENDEZVOUS

    Thursday, June 4 through June 7 between Baker 
City and Durkee off Hwy. 30. Traditional muzzle 
loaders only. No inline fi rearms. Open iron sights. 
No scopes. Novelty shooting and specialty events. 
Individuals, couples and families welcome. Call 541-
523-2706 or 541-519-2048 for information.

SUMPTER TRAIN ROBBERIES
    Saturday, June 6 and Sunday the 7th, 10 a.m. 
Bring the whole family for a trip back to the Wild 
West! The Gold Rush Bandits are a historic shooting 
group that employs period fi rearms and costumes for 
their horseback mounted robberies.

RUN TO THE RUTS
    Saturday, June 6 at the Oregon Trail Interpretive 
Center. 5K walk/run. 541-523-1843 for more infor-
mation, or sign up at trailtenders.org.

KIDS FREE FISH DERBY
    Saturday, June 6, 9 a.m. till noon at the 203 pond,  
located fi ve miles north of Baker City at Exit 298. 
For more information contact Shannon Archulata at 
541-523-1385. Ages 14 and younger.

PAN FISH TOURNAMENT
    Saturday, June 6, 5:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 13th Annual 
Brownlee Richland Pan fi sh Tournament.  503-930-
5450 for more information.  Held at Hewitt & John 
Holcomb Parks in Richland.

D-DAY RIDE
    Saturday, June 6 a group will ride in the Catherine 
Creek area in remembrance of D-Day and the men 
that died in the battle. Leaves 10 a.m. Contact www.
forestaccessforall.org for information.

OREGON SNIPER CHALLENGE
    Friday, June 12 through June 14. 50 expert snipers 
square off in this international competition. Ven-
dors and displays open to the public on Friday only. 
Hosted by the Powder River Sportsman’s Club.

PUB TALK
   Wednesday June 10, 2015 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. at Lefty’s Tap House in Baker City. Small Ideas, 
Big Impact is the theme. Contact gene.stackle@msn.
com for more information.

ELDERCARE DISCUSSION
   Thursday, June 11, 1-3 p.m. at Baker County Com-
munity Connection. The topic this week is: Brining 
Your Elderly Parent into Your Home? Is it a good 
idea?

POCO-WING LIVESTOCK JUDGING
    Monday, June 15, the annual livestock fi eld judg-
ing day for the Poco-Wing 4-H club. 6 p.m. at the 
Thomas Ranch on Pocahontas Road.

BAKER CITY FARMERS’ MARKET
   Wednesday, June 17, 3:30-6:30 p.m. Come shake 
the hand of your local farmers and growers, taste the 
fl avor of Baker County each Wednesday afternoon 
starting in June! Held at the Courtyard at the Baker 
County Events Center on East Street in Baker City.

HAGGEN COMMUNITY MEETING
    5-6 p.m, Tuesday, June 30 at the Baker County 
Conference and Event Center to discuss the transi-
tion from Albertsons and future local nonprofi t 
donations.

MASQUERADE BALL
    Saturday, October 31, 7:30 - 11:30 p.m. at the 
Geiser Grand. Costumes and ambiance. Carriage 
rides, celebrity book signings, photography, music, 
and more! Buy tickets at www.thebakercountypress.
com or at the front desk of the Geiser Grand.

Lois
Colton

Marian
Brady

Located in Keating Valley. From 
Baker City, take Hwy. 86 to mile 

marker 10. Turn at Keating Cutoff. 
Keep right at Keating school. 3 

miles, follow signs.
Open 7 days a week, 

10 a.m to 4 p.m. | 541-523-6627

Eagle Cap Nursery
 Open now!

 A gorgeous variety of � owers & 
vegetables available. Our store and 

barn have new treasures!

Woman arrested for 
preventing arrest
   Mary Roberts of Baker City was arrested June 2 for 
interfering with a peace offi cer. Police were attempted 
to arrest her husband, Karl Roberts, who ran inside the 
house and then fl ed, eluding offi cers. Mary Roberts shut 
and blocked the door allowing the escape, thus resulting 
in her own arrest.

Most Wanted

Above are two of Baker County’s 
Most Wanted with outstanding

arrest warrants. If you see them call 
Parole and Probation at 541-523-8217 
or your nearest police department.

Edward Lee Britton
DOB: 04/04/1957
Sex: Male
Race: White
Hair Color: Brown
Eye Color: Hazel
Height: 5'08"
Weight: 130

Larry Charles Thiel
DOB: 12/12/1979
Sex: Male
Race: White
Hair Color: Brown
Eye Color: Brown
Height: 5’06”
Weight: 145



•  SAW WAS 
DONATED TO 
GREATER BOWEN 
VALLEY LAST 
MONTH

BY TODD ARRIOLA
Todd@TheBakerCountyPress.com

    Last Wednesday eve-
ning, May 27, volunteers 
with the Greater Bowen 
Valley Fire and Rescue 
department assembled for 
a training session provided 
by Tom Ruzich, President 
of Cutters Edge in Baker 
City, who gifted the group 
a fire rescue saw, men-
tioned in the May 8, 2015 
issue of The Baker County 
Press.
   The group from the 
department included Fire 
Chief Jim Devlin, Assistant 
Fire Chief Keith Jensen, 
Allen and Tabbitha Jensen, 
Cal Foster, Chris Galisze-
wski, Brent Kragness, 
and Rick Badgley.  Steve 
Brown, Head of Produc-
tion for Cutters Edge, 
assisted Ruzich with the 
training.
   Ruzich explained that 
three different saws are 
assembled and internation-
ally sold by Cutters Edge.  
One is a chainsaw, with a 
carbide-tipped chain, the 
Bullet Chain, Cutters Edge 
developed nearly 30 years 
ago, he said.  The saw is 
capable of cutting every 
type of building material 
except structural concrete.  
   Another chainsaw, 
equipped with a diamond-
tipped chain, is lubricated 
with water, and is capable 
of cutting up to 16 inches 
of reinforced concrete.  
   The third saw, a rotary 
saw, uses a diamond blade 
that can cut through virtu-
ally any material, and can 
also use a special chain, 
the Bullet Chain, attached 
to a rotary blade, the Bul-
let Blade, a set up that‘s 
repairable and replaceable, 
Ruzich said.  Moving three 
times faster on the blade, 
the chain can cut through 
a wider range of mate-
rial than if it were on the 

chainsaw, he said.  This is 
a product that was recently 
developed especially for 
cutting through aircraft 
metal, Ruzich said.
   He said that the saw 
heads (the main body of 
the saws) are modified 
with a larger air intake, in-
creasing horse power, and 
providing other benefits, 
since the saws would be 
used in harsh environ-
ments, where a normal 
internal combustion engine 
would have issues.
   A specially developed 
metal depth gauge, the 
D-8, placed on the chain-
saw, was demonstrated.  
The gauge, which requires 
no tools to remove or 
install, allows the saw to 
cut through a roof, for 
example, without acci-
dentally cutting too deep, 
through rafters.  It also 
serves as a chain guard to 
protect the user.  Ruzich 
said this gauge was another 
development gained from 
experience over the last 
30 years.  His background 
is in firefighting, having 
served as a volunteer all 
his life, he said.  
   He said there are two 
Cutters Edge facilities—
the Corporate Headquarters 
and Factory in Baker City, 
with nine employees, and 
the other, the Authorized 

Service Center, in New 
Cumberland, Pennsylvania, 
with eleven employees.
   At about 6 p.m., the 
group headed to the train-
ing grounds, just west of 
the 7,500 square foot Cut-
ters Edge facility on 23rd 
Street.  Donning nearly 
100% of the gear they 
would normally wear, the 
exception being oxygen 
masks, they listened to 
Ruzich as he explained 
the operation of the saws 
and the training scenarios 
(Keith Jensen was in plain 
clothes due to a previous 
injury).  
   They had several cut-
ting scenarios, set up by 
Ruzich and Brown, which 
included a variety of 
materials.  The first was a 
steel pipe, which Ruzich 
cut through with the rotary 
blade, demonstrating the 
cutting operation for the 
group.  Devlin was the first 
to volunteer after that to 
cut the pipe, followed by 
the rest.
   The next scenario in-
volved a metal guard rail, 
attached to a concrete bar-
rier and pipe with straps.  
Each one in the group took 
turns cutting the rail, after 
it was first demonstrated 
by Ruzich.  
   He demonstrated the next 
cut, through the concrete 

pipe, with the water-cooled 
rotary saw.  This scenario 
required that the user cut 
through half of the pipe 
from one side, and then 
finish the cut from the 
other side.
   Two metal doors were 
the focus of the next 
scenario, and each member 
of the group took turns 
cutting through replaceable 
plates on the latch side of 
the doors.  Upon comple-
tion of each cut, they pried 
open the doors.
   A wooden building locat-
ed on the training grounds 
was used to demonstrate 
cutting through exterior 
walls, with the chain-
saw and the rotary saw.  
Devlin and Allen Jensen 
volunteered to make both 
vertical cuts and horizontal 
cuts in order to remove 
sections of the wall, using 
both saws.
   After that, both the 
rotary and chain saws were 
demonstrated on layers 
of asphalt shingles which 
were strapped to a wooden 
pallet.  
   This session was a por-
tion of the training the 
Greater Bowen Valley Fire 
and Rescue volunteers will 
receive from Cutters Edge, 
and another session is 
tentatively scheduled later 
in the summer.
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— Weekly Hay Report —

— Cattle Market Report —

Friday, May 29, 2015 — Eastern Oregon

Prices trended generally steady compared to the 
same quality last week.  Trade activity and demand 
was slow this week. Most producers are sold out for 
the season.

Tons        Price Range      Wtd Avg              
  

Alfalfa                                                         
    Large Square    -  Good                                                      
400  190.00-190.00  190.00                       

 
 Alfalfa/Timothy Mix                                                          

    Large Square - Premium                                    
25  200.00-200.00  200.00

USDA Market News Service—AMS.USDA.gov

Wednesday, May 27, 2015
Vale, Oregon

Cattle sold through the auction: 542

Steer Calves
300-400#   Bulk 257.00 - 284.00 Top 289.00
400-500#  Bulk 264.00 - 297.00 Top 313.00
500-600#   Bulk 245.00 - 273.00 Top 280.00

Heifer Calves
300-400#   Bulk 237.00 - 258.00 Top 262.00
400-500#   Bulk 232.00 - 247.00 Top 259.50
500-600#   Bulk 228.00 - 247.00 Top 260.00

Yearling Steers
600-700#   Bulk 226.00 - 240.00 Top 241.00
700-800#   Bulk 207.00 - 221.00 Top 222.00
800-900#  Bulk 193.00 - 202.00 Top 204.00

900-1,000#  Bulk  N/A  Top N/A

Yearling Heifers
600-700#   Bulk 210.00 - 224.00 Top 226.00

700-800#   Bulk  N/A Top N/A
800-900#  Bulk N/A Top N/A

900-1,000#   Bulk  N/A Top N/A

Thin Shelly Cows    84.00 - 94.00
Butcher Cows  96.00 - 110.00

Butcher Bulls   126.00 - 141.00
Pairs BM  N/A

Younger Hfrts.   122.00 - 139.00
Young Pairs - N/A

ProducersLivestock.com
541-473-3136

— Precious Metals Report —
Price per ounce, USD

Gold: $1174.60
Silver: $16.17

Platinum: $1,098.24
Palladium: $755.18

Bloomberg.com

— Ag Commodities —
Corn: $362.70/bu/USD

Wheat: $519.75/bu/USD
Soybeans: $943.55/bu/USD

Oats: $245.70 bu/USD
Rough Rice: $9.91/cwt/USD
Canola: $494.60 CAD/mwt

Live Cattle: $150.95/lb./USD
Feeder Cattle: $221.60/lb./USD

Lean Hogs: $80.93/lb./USD

Bloomberg.com

— Log Price Report —
Price per 1,000 board feet: Northeast Oregon

Doug Fir is $415.00/mbf                
White fir is $365.00/mbf

Ponderosa Pine is brought sold
 on diameter splits

 6 to 11 inch dib $300 to $310/MBF
12 to 17 inch dib $350 to $375/MBF
18 to 23 inch dib $400 to $430/MBF
24 inch plus dib $450 to $500/MBF

 
DIB is diameter inside bark at 

small end of log.
 MBF is thousand board feet lumber, net scale.  

People interested in selling logs
 should call and get specific 

quotes from saw mills.

Courtesy of Arvid Andersen,
Andersen Forestry Consulting

Cutter’s Edge trains first 
responders to use new rescue saw

Todd Arriola / The Baker County Press 

Volunteers from the Greater Bowen Valley Fire and Rescue got lessons last 
week from Tom Ruzich (front, second from right) on using rescue saws.

Forest supervisors issue open 
letter to forest users
   Dear Citizens of the 
Blue Mountains National 
Forests,
    The Malheur, Umatilla 
and Wallowa-Whitman 
National Forests are com-
mitted to keeping an open 
dialogue continuing with 
the communities we serve 
and as such would like 
to update you all on our 
progress in the Blue Moun-
tains Forest Plans revision 
process. 
   We want to thank many 
of you for your recent 
efforts in helping us think 
through and develop a 
re-engagement strategy 
for the communities in the 
Blue Mountains.
   As we announced last 
month, we have met with a 
broad spectrum of stake-
holders so far this year 
to discuss the best ways 
to reengage with folks in 
the Blues. Through their 
council and advice we 
are exploring a range of 
re-engagement activities 
including community, 
stakeholder and Forest 
Service hosted meetings. 
    We want to be clear that 

these meetings will be 
open to public; Our hope 
is that these meetings will 
provide opportunities to 
discuss and develop ideas 
that will help us to improve 
the final Revised Forest 
Plans, and provide clarity 
on our final decisions.
    As previously an-
nounced, this past Febru-
ary, we began asking local 
organizations, including 
counties, tribes, members 
of the public at large and 
special interest groups, if 
they would be interested 
in hosting or participating 
in public meetings in their 
communities on issues 
brought forward through 
the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement comment 
process. 
   We are working with 
those who have responded 
to plan and/or participate 
in a variety of forums 
to be announced soon. 
We welcome additional 
efforts if there is interest. 
We are open to meet with 
the public and any entity 
interested in discussing the 
draft.

   We heard a strong desire 
for further discussion 
around Forest access, back 
country, wilderness and the 
pace and scale of restora-
tion, so you can anticipate 
meetings around these top-
ics, as well as some other 
more localized issues.     
    We hope to identify 
some common ground and 
create solutions. We look 
forward to these discus-
sions
    It is important to know 
that while the analysis 
for the Malheur, Umatilla 
and Wallowa-Whitman 
National Forests will be 
included in one environ-
mental impact statement; 
each Forest will have its 
own unique plan specific to 
the Forest and their com-
munities.
    We want Forest Plans 
that provide resiliency for 
our communities in Eastern 
Oregon and Washington; 
Plans that support the local 
economy and the social 
values of the people who 
use and depend on them. 
We also want resiliency 
in ecosystems that can 

withstand: drought, floods, 
wildfire, invasive species, 
human impacts and have 
the strength to return to 
healthy ecosystems in the 
long run. Our Forest Plans 
should provide the vision 
of how to do just that and 
we will continue to need 
your help in shaping them.
    Please come to a meet-
ing. If you cannot come 
to a meeting, contact your 
local Forest Service office 
with your input. If you are 
interested in discussing 
or hosting an engagement 
event please contact Katy 
Gray, Wallowa-Whitman 
National Forest, Public 
Affairs Officer, kathrynl-
gray@fs.fed.us 541-523-
1246.
    We look forward to see-
ing and hearing from you 
in the coming months as 
we believe together we can 
plan for a bright future for 
our forests.
   Thank you,
Steve Beverlin; Malheur 
NF, Kevin Martin; Uma-
tilla NF, Tom Montoya; 
Wallowa-Whitman NF
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Editorial was incorrect
    To the Editor:
    I would like to address the concerns 
submitted by “GDP” in the recent The 
Record Courier editorial “Public Lands 
Resolution 15-01 Presented to Commis-
sioners” dated May, 28, 2015.
   The editorial addressed the May 20, 
2015 County Commissioners Session 
and titled it, “Is there an Agenda with the 
Agenda?”  
    My reply is: there is no hidden 
agenda!  
   All County Commission Sessions have 
time set aside for “Citizen Participation” 
and this is where anyone can come before 
the Commissioners with anything they 
would like to address or present.  This 
is not anything new to the Agenda and I 
encourage anyone to use this opportunity!
   This was the case with the Republi-
can Resolution 15-01 that Chuck Chase 
presented to us during the Citizen Par-
ticipation.  I was not aware that this was 
why Mr. Chase was in attendance.  The 
Record Courier suggests that “there were 
rumblings the Republican Resolution was 
going to be presented at the Commissioner 
meeting.”
    I am not sure where The Record Cou-
rier’s source is for “rumblings” but they 
may want to check it out a little more 
closely next time.
    With regard to Montana State Repre-
sentative Kerry White being present, I was 
able to visit with him at the Forest Access 
for All Banquet, and he hoped to attend 
our meeting and listen to what we have 
going on in Baker County.  He was not 
sure of what all he and his wife had going 
on with friends while they were here, but I 
said he was welcome if it worked out.  
   The Record Courier was again incorrect 
in stating, “It is my understanding that all 
three of the Commissioners were in at-
tendance of the May 16, Forest Access for 
All Banquet.”  Commissioner Kerns was 
not in attendance, so again The Record 
Courier was mistaken in their editorial 
and their understanding of what is true.  
    Next time I would encourage GDP to 
simply ask me about these issues prior to 
printing an incorrect editorial.

Bill Harvey
Haines

Resolution isn’t as presented in 
recent editorial
    To the Editor:

    The recent editorial from The Record 
Courier titled “Public Lands resolution 
15-01 Presented to Commissioners” 
makes one wonder if the level of reporting 
by their staff has degenerated into bias and 
slanted editorials by their paper.
    As a duly elected Republican Precinct 
Committee Person, I was asked to head 
or Chair the Republican Party Natural 
Resource Committee. I was tasked to help 
come up with a resolution to give state 
and county control over our public lands. 
It was put out for comment, additions or 
subtractions before the final vote.  Most 
of the Western States have already taken 
this step to take control over there public 
lands. Several of them including Utah are 
suing to take back control of their public 
lands. Some states, including Hawaii, 
have already demanded their public lands 
and have gotten them back, as with all the 
states East of Colorado.
    As I read the slanted editorial on my 
presenting the Commissioners with the 
Resolution from the Baker County Repub-
lican Party, I became a little concerned. 
The Resolution had been voted on by the 
Republican Party and passed by a vote of 
the majority of those present to be pre-
sented to the Commissioners in the Public 
Session of the Commission meeting. If 
the PCP members not at the meeting had 
wanted a say in the passing of the Reso-
lution they should have attended our meet-
ings. It was not as The Record-Courier 
alluded to in their editorial.
   I am not sure The Record-Courier re-
porters understand the difference between 
the public input portion of the Commis-
sioners meeting and the regular meeting.  
Any member of the public can bring any 
of their concerns to the Commissioners 
during the public input portion of the 
meeting.   The regular Commissioners 
meeting is where they do have a prede-
termined  agenda to follow, which by the 
way, is posted in the newspapers ahead of 
time.
    With increased Federal control, closing 
roads, no timber to sell, disease killing our 
forests, wild fires, EPA now claiming ju-
risdiction over all waters in Baker County 
and the rest of the states, it kind of makes 
one wonder just where The Record-Couri-
er stands.  Is it with the County or the out- 
of-control governmental agencies?

Chuck Chase
Baker City

Editor’s Note: Both letters/opinions above were 
submitted to all local news media.

— Letters to the Editor — — Guest Opinion —

New EPA 
rule muddies 
the waters in 
Eastern Ore.
By Rep. Greg Walden

  Farmers, ranchers, and other property 
owners in eastern Oregon have been 
wondering: what will Washington, 
D.C. try to unnecessarily regulate 
next? Where will a federal agency 
again attempt to curtail private prop-
erty rights? How will this uncertainty 
affect already struggling rural econo-
mies?
    This week we got that answer when 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) finalized their rule to mas-
sively and unilaterally expand federal 
jurisdiction over water and private 
property.  With the stroke of a pen, the 
administration has pushed aside the 
“navigable waters” limitations of the 
Clean Water Act, leaving in its wake 
vague definitions that potentially open 
up intermittent streams, vernal pools, 
irrigation ditches, or ponds to even 
more federal regulations.
    The EPA first proposed this rule 
under the guise of “clarifying” the 
scope of the Clean Water Act. But 
I’ve heard throughout Oregon that the 
vague language in their proposal actu-
ally creates more uncertainty, not less. 
More red tape, not less. For farmers, 
ranchers, Oregonians, and others that 
utilize our water resources, it is a huge 
threat.
    Ranchers are wondering when the 
EPA will come after their stock ponds. 
Wheat growers worry about an inter-
mittent stream adjacent to a field. Fruit 
and vegetable growers are concerned 
about their irrigation ditches. As North 
Powder rancher Curtis Martin told me 
last year, the rule is “an overreach by 
the federal government that threatens 
to eliminate conservation practices 
currently implemented by farmers and 
ranchers across Oregon.”
   I have long opposed expansion of 
this authority, whether through legisla-
tion or administrative rulemaking.    
    This regulatory overreach by the 
EPA blatantly ignores Congress’ 
repeated rejection of similar legisla-
tive efforts to expand jurisdiction of 
the Clean Water Act in the past.  Of 
course, we shouldn’t be that surprised. 
The EPA has tried this before, and 
they have twice been rebuked by the 
Supreme Court.
    Even the Small Business Admin-
istration has said that the proposed 
rule would have “direct, significant 
effects” on small businesses, and 
recommended that the EPA withdraw 

their rule. But the agency went full 
steam ahead this week.
   The economies of rural Oregon and 
other communities around the country 
face enough obstacles already. Broken 
federal land policies and unnecessary 
red tape have strangled communities, 
often leaving only agriculture to grow 
jobs and combat unemployment rates 
in the double digits. We don’t need 
agencies in Washington D.C. erecting 
more hurdles and creating more un-
certainty as our farmers and ranchers 
work to feed the world and create jobs 
in rural communities.
   That’s why I worked hard to pass a 
bill in the House to require the EPA 
to withdraw the rule. The Regulatory 
Integrity Protection Act (H.R. 1732) 
passed the House on a bipartisan 
vote in May. 24 House Democrats 
(including my Oregon colleague Kurt 
Schrader) joined every Republican in 
supporting this common-sense mea-
sure.
   As one Oregon farmer told me when 
a similar bill passed the House last 
year, “This attempt to control private 
lands using the Clean Water Act must 
be stopped. It is important that farms 
be able to focus on raising fresh, 
healthy, and necessary food and feed 
for this world without unnecessary 
regulations. Congress has taken an 
important step to help ensure farm-
ers can continue to farm their land 
without federal permission and allows 
landowners to meaningfully improve 
water quality through existing state 
programs.”
    The House has also passed legisla-
tion that would prohibit funding from 
being used on this rule (this is on top 
of our successful efforts to cut the 
EPA’s budget by 21%--$2.2 billion—
over the past five years).
   The Senate should take up and 
pass these bills right away and send 
the EPA back to the drawing board. 
Baker County farmers, ranchers and 
rural communities deserve better than 
federal agencies strangling them with 
more red tape. It’s time to ditch this 
rule.

Submitted Photo

Greg Walden represents Oregon’s 
Second Congressional District, 
which covers 20 counties in south-
ern, central, and eastern Oregon, 
including Baker County.
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Couple purchases winning 
lottery ticket in Baker City
   Salem, Ore. - Driving 
back to Boise from an Or-
egon vacation, Cole Jensen 
asked his girlfriend if she 
could hold on for another 
30 miles so they could 
make it to Baker City to 
stop for food and fuel. 
The couple had spent the 
weekend in Pendleton and 
were headed home.
    They pulled into the 
Jackson's in Baker City 
and as he paid for gas, Jen-
sen went into the conve-
nience store and gas station 
to get an energy drink for 
the rest of the trip home. 
While in line, he realized 
he had an extra $10 in his 
pocket and on a whim pur-
chased a Wild 10s Scratch-
it ticket. It turned out to be 
a $100,000 winning ticket.
"It was the first time I ever 
played the Oregon Lot-
tery," Jensen said. "We 
sat in the car looking at 
the ticket and we couldn't 
believe it. I'm glad my girl-
friend waited those extra 
30 miles!"
     The couple drove the 
rest of the way home, 
and waited until after the 

Memorial Day weekend, 
and then drove to Salem to 
claim Jensen's prize.
"It was hard sitting on 
that ticket for three days," 
Jensen said. "But it gave 
me time to come up with a 
plan on what to do with the 
money."
    Jensen said he was go-
ing to use the winnings to 
go on a very nice vacation 
with his girlfriend and he 
also was going to buy all 
of his buddies video game 
systems, so they could play 
online together. After that, 
he plans on saving the bulk 
of the winnings. 
    Lottery officials recom-
mend that you always sign 

the back of your tickets 
with each Oregon Lottery 
game you play, to ensure 
you can claim any prize 
you may win. 
     The Oregon Lottery 
reminds players to always 
sign the back of their Lot-
tery tickets, regardless of 
the game. In the event of 
winning a jackpot, they 
should consult with a 
trusted financial planner 
or similar professional to 
develop a plan for their 
winnings.    
    Prize winners of more 
than $50,000 should con-
tact the Lottery office to 
schedule an appointment to 
claim their prize.

Photo Courtesy of the Oregon Lottery.

The lucky lottery winners.
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County: tax appeals and chip seals

Todd Arriola / The Baker County Press

At left, Alice Durlinger, Treasurer, gives the Commissioners a departmental 
update including tax issues.

Newman
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

   A detour was eventually created for motorists travelling 
eastbound. 
    Baker City Police Chief Wyn Lohner first pinned a 
Lieutenant name tag on Newman’s uniform then ad-
dressed the crowd after Yeaton finished administering the 
oath. 
   Lohner said, “This is the future of the department. We 
will be moving someone into replace the Lieutenant’s 
Sergeant position within a few weeks. The department 
will take on a whole new face and I think there’s going 
to be some exciting things happening. We are getting our 
new guys back (from the academy) and they are getting 
geared up and ready to go. There are a lot of changes 
happening in Baker County Law Enforcement, within our 
agency, the Sheriff Department, of course with the new 
Sherriff, Travis Ash and Oregon State Police’s Lieutenant 
Belding will be taking over regional command for OSP 
here in our area. A lot of exciting things are happening 
and I see nothing but our agencies all working together 
for this community and for this area. Better than we’ve 
ever seen before and I think it’s going to be really promis-
ing for all the citizens— that is who we serve. That’s why 
we do this it’s for the people out there, not for us.”  
     After Lohner thanked everyone for coming, Lieutenant 
Newman’s son was heard saying “That’s it?” 
    And that was it. 
   Just like that the Baker City Police Department began 
its journey forward into the future.

•  COMMISSIONERS 
HEAR CITIZEN
PARTICIPATION, 
DEPARTMENT 
REPORTS

BY TODD ARRIOLA
Todd@TheBakerCountyPress.com

    On Wednesday, the 
Baker County Board of 
Commissioners held a 
regular, bi-monthly session 
in the Commission Cham-
bers of the Baker County 
Courthouse, at 9 a.m.
   Present from the Board 
were Chair Bill Harvey, 
Commissioner Mark Ben-
nett, Commissioner Tim 
Kerns, and Executive As-
sistant Heidi Martin.
    Attendees included 
Baker County Treasurer 
Alice Durflinger, Baker 
County Road Master Jeff 
Smith, Baker County Weed 
Master Artie Grammon, 
Jefferson Mining District 
Coordinating Officer Art 
Sappington, Ed Hardt, Ken 
Anderson, Bobbie Danser, 
and Wanda and Tork Bal-
lard.
   Following the Pledge of 
Allegiance and Invocation, 
Bennett mentioned some 
possible agenda changes, 
including inviting Attorney 
Dan Van Thiel and Baker 
County District Attorney 
Matt Shirtcliff to speak at 
a future regular session 
regarding Public Meeting 
Law notices.
   The agenda was adopted 
with a motion from Ben-
nett, and a second from 
Kerns.
   Citizen Participation.
    For citizen participa-
tion, Sappington provided 
the Board with copies of 
a Memorandum of Law 
document compiled by the 
Jefferson Mining District, 
a United States Department 
of the Interior, Interior 
Board of Land Appeals 
(IBLA) document, a docu-
ment titled “Federal Land 
Managers Intimidation, 
Bullying Threaten Citizens 
Rights, a Hostile Environ-
ment,” a suction dredge 
Motion for Summary 
Adjudication on Federal 
Preemption document, 
and a letter, dated October 
20, 2014, addressed from 
Sappington to U.S. Forest 
Service Region 6 Forester 
Jim Peña.
   He said that the Jefferson 
Mining District has not yet 
received a response to the 
October letter addressed to 
Pena, which points out is-
sues with road closures and 
improper management.    
    In it, Sappington says, 
“For the record, I, in the 
lawful capacity of Jef-
ferson Mining District 
Coordinator, hereby give 
notice for you to cease and 
desist all unlawful actions 
under color of lawful man-
agement; and instead bring 
your actions consistent 
with the lawful procedures 
and laws and to avoid em-
barrassing and expensive 
legal action to counter any 
misconduct on your part in 
a private capacity, or pub-
lic in that of the Secretary.  
To avoid any mistake, the 
intent of Congress is clear.  
As a matter of law, your 
duty is first to put the for-
est reserves into productive 
uses, such as improving 

harvest of timber, limiting 
the forest to depredation 
by fire, grazing, improving 
access, improving flows 
of waters, and fostering 
and encouraging all lawful 
uses, such as development, 
extraction and disposal of 
the mineral estate.  Any 
conduct short of these 
or any other required by 
Congress will be met with 
resort to all lawful rem-
edies available to Jefferson 
Mining District.”
    Sappington’s question, 
“Who is the Forest Ser-
vice’s designated coordina-
tor that I am to work with 
after the first of the year for 
this (Blue Mountain Land 
Use Plan and the Resource 
Management Plan) and the 
Baker City Watershed?” 
asked in that same letter 
has yet to be answered, 
Sappington said.
    Sappington discussed 
the topic of Federal Pre-
emption, and Hardt asked 
Sappington to clarify the 
term, because not everyone 
understood it.  Sappington 
responded by explaining 
the term, which is defined 
as the invalidation of a 
state or lower law, that 
conflicts with federal law.  
Sappington said that the 
Memorandum of Law 
document he provided the 
Board covers the topic, and 
that other states, including 
Oregon, shall recognize 
legislative acts, public 
records, and judicial deci-
sions of the other states 
within the U.S., resolving 
any perceived issue.  
   Tax Department.
   Durflinger gave the 
Board a departmental up-
date, providing the Board 
documents with details 
regarding County main 
accounts, payroll accounts, 
accounts payable, etc.  
    Included in the docu-
ments was a ten-year his-
tory of foreclosures.    
     In 2014, according to 
the documents, there were 
32 foreclosure properties at 
the beginning of the year, 
with 18 currently left on 
the list, with the County 
expected to acquire the 
deeds of in 2016.
   A tax payment analysis 
document Durflinger pro-
vided to the Board stated 
that for tax year 2014, 
83.8% of total taxes was 
collected in full, totaling 
$15,142,401.29.
  Several Baker County 
businesses are appealing 
their current tax situation 
with the Oregon Tax Mag-

istrate, including Idaho 
Power and Ash Grove 
Cement, which pay just 
over $1 million and $800 
respectively. 
   Ash Grove’s hearing is in 
September and will result 
in a nearly $100K refund if 
they prevail.
   Tesoro, which owns 
USA Gas and Shell locally 
and pays the sixth larg-
est amount of taxes in the 
County, is also appealing 
nearly all of their $143K 
bill.
   The next step, should 
these companies be un-
happy with the hearing, 
would be to appeal to the 
Oregon Supreme Court.
   A list of Baker County’s 
top 15 taxpayers is also 
available from the Baker 
County Treasurer’s Office. 
Among those are Union 
Pacific, Northwest Pipe-
line, Pine Telephone Inc., 
Century Link and Marvin 
Wood Products.
   ODOT Building.
   A scheduled Oregon 
State University (OSU) 
Extension departmental 
update, with Bob Parker, 
was previously canceled, 
so the Board discussed the 
next item of business, the 
possible purchase of the 
old Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) 
building.  
    Harvey explained the 
options, including purchase 
and renovation, at around 
$250,000 total.  He said the 
County already has spent 
$6,500 to address some 
current issues with the 
building, and is currently 
paying $1,500 a month to 
rent the property.  
   The Board discussed 
issues with making a 
decision at the moment, in-
cluding having to relocate 
Grammon, who uses the 
space on the property for 
County Weed Department 
purposes. 
     Harvey mentioned an-
other piece of property as 
a possibility, which would 
be around $150,000 to 
purchase, but the Board 
decided to table the discus-
sion until the next regular 
Commission session, June 
17, with a motion from 
Bennett, and a second from 
Kerns.
   Travel Management 
Committee.
   Order No. 2015-123, 
Appointing Members To 
The Baker County Travel 
Management Commit-
tee, was approved, with 
a motion from Bennett, 

and a second from Kerns.  
Allan Chase (re-appointed 
for another term), Wanda 
Ballard and Tork Ballard 
were appointed, their terms 
set to expire on February 
1, 2018. 
   Anthony Lakes Chip 
Seal.
   Smith discussed with 
the Board a Statement of 
Work for Reimbursable 
Agreement, Anthony Lakes 
Highway Chip Seal—OR 
1146(1).  
    This agreement, between 
the County and the Federal 
Highway Administration, 
according to the document, 
provides for funding of a 
progression of activities, 
and the proposed project 
is intended to extend the 
pavement life by the appli-
cation of a chip seal, from 
approximately Milepost 
12.7, at the west end of 
the North Powder Creek 
bridge, to approximately 
Milepost 15.1, near the 
intersection of Forest Road 
7302.  
   In general, the docu-
ment states, the condition 
of County Road 1146 is 
good, but this section will 
begin to degrade because it 
has reached the end of its 
design life.  With a motion 
from Bennett, and a second 
from Kerns, the agreement 
was ratified.
   Sage-Grouse.
   Bennett voiced some 
concerns over the Greater 
Sage-Grouse Final 
Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS) released 
by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) last 
Friday.  He said that the 
FEIS states that there is a 
60% decline in the popula-
tion of the Sage Grouse 
in the priority habitat area 
around Baker City, and he 
is attempting to find out via 
communication with the 
BLM and other agencies 
how they determined this 
number, and why there is, 
according to the document, 
such a decline  
   He suggested that the 
Baker County Natural Re-
source Advisory Commit-
tee (NRAC) also address 
this major issue, because 
of the potential impacts of 
the FEIS.
   Martin informed the 
Board that there is a work 
session scheduled for next 
Wednesday at 9 a.m., and a 
special City of Unity bud-
get session at 10:30 a.m.  
The next regular Commis-
sion session is Wednesday, 
June 17, at 9 a.m.   

Preparedness fair
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

    Next, was the table set up by the Baker City Pharmacy. 
Baker City Pharmacy provided information and displayed 
a variety of First Aid kits. Baker County resident Harold 
“Mike” Webb conducted a survival class providing more 
information on assembling a First Aid kit and quoted 
advice he’d received years ago from Dr. Menzie McKim 
who advised that duct tape is one of the most important 
items to include in any emergency medical kit. Webb said 
that duct tape can be used for a variety of medical situa-
tions including bandages and splints.
   Webb advised that building skills and practice are the 
most important aspects of preparing for an emergency. 
“The more you know the less you need,” said Webb.
   The Oath Keepers organization displayed survival kits 
and offered ideas for those with physical limitations. The 
displays included survival bags assembled by several 
different people to offer a variety of ideas. Besides the es-
sentials including food, water filtering systems, and cook-
ing equipment, the Oath Keepers also suggested vacuum 
sealed items—and demonstrated the value to those with 
physical limitations of a wheeled golf bag caddy to trans-
port several survival bags.
   The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), National Weather Service representatives from 
Boise, Idaho distributed information on severe weather 
related emergencies and also conducted a Severe Weather 
Training Workshop class for local weather spotters. 
Participants were trained on cloud and storm recognition, 
weather reporting procedures, storm hazards, and safety 
tips.
    More information on NOAA’s weather spotting pro-
gram may be accessed at internet address: http://www.
wrh.noaa.gov/boi/awareness/skywarn.php, or by contact-
ing Jay Breidenbach, Warning Coordination Meterologist 
with NOAA National Weather Service at (208) 334 - 
9860 or email jay.breidenbach@noaa.gov or jyencopal@
bakercounty.org.
   “We’re building a partnership with Baker County Emer-
gency Management and developing relationships with 
people from Baker County,” Breidenbach said.
   Monty and Debbie Abbott from Port Orchard, Washing-
ton, work as independent Thrive Life consultants. They 
demonstrated and handed out samples of freeze-dried 
foods. Their food products retain 100-percent of the nu-
trient through the freeze-drying process and all their prod-
ucts are GMO-free. The foods are picked and freeze-dried 
at maximum ripeness and thus burst with flavor.
   “A conservative estimate shows that 25-percent of 
people’s food budget ends up in the trash. We go head-
to-head on pricing with the grocery stores and our food 
can be stored for long periods of time so there is no 
waste, resulting in a huge savings on food costs,” Monty 
explained. “We live by the motto, store what you eat and 
eat what you store.”
   The Abbott’s said their food unopened has a 25-year 
shelf life and after opening can be stored for one or two 
years. Thrive Life products may be purchased at Costco 
grocery outlets or by contacting the Abbotts directly.
   The Abbotts may be contacted at debbie@morethrive.
com, monty@morethrive.com, or by calling (360) 509 - 
8001. More information on Thrive Life products may be 
found at internet address: www.pantrytoday.com.
   Janice Nelson, food storage expert offered information 
on home canning and food storage. She conducts classes 
locally and advises that every household have at the 
minimum two-weeks of food storage and optimally three 
months or a year’s worth of food stored. She handed out 
samples of dehydrated fruits and vegetables.
   Life Flight made a landing and take-off from the ar-
mory grounds and members of the Baker City Emergency 
response team participated during the day demonstrating 
medical emergency response capabilities.
   The American Red Cross handed out Emergency Con-
tact Cards and stressed the importance of making a plan 
to contact family members in case of emergency.
    Mindy Sherrieb, Red Cross representative echoed the 
sentiment of all the presenters during the Emergency 
Preparedness Fair, “Assemble an emergency kit. Then, 
make a plan to make a plan, make that plan, then practice 
that plan.”

Mining Association invites public
   Please join the Eastern 
Oregon Mining Associa-
tion at 6:30 p.m. June 5, 
at City Hall in Baker City, 
for a chance to meet Jon 
Matye, special agent for 

the Forest Service. 
    Members and guests will 
learn about his approach 
to law enforcement on the 
Forest. Mayte worked on 
the Wallowa-Whitman 

previously and is familiar 
with this part of Eastern 
Oregon. 
   He has had an impressive 
career which includes suc-
cessful arson and criminal 

investigations, he has in-
vestigated organized crime 
drug trafficking and has 
been a member of a drug 
enforcement task force.



DUAL DUMP 
GOOSE 

NECK TRAIL-
ER!

2007 JP Dual 
Dump, goose 
neck trailer. 

4-ft walls, hydraulic—elec-
tric pump lift.  Rear door is 
swing or dump.  Has steel 
loading ramps.  $12,500. 
Call 541-519-5035.
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COMPUTER REPAIR

Grover

Call Jim at 541.519.0196

INSURANCE

Debbie Poe, Agent
Bisnett Insurance
1798 Campbell St
Baker City, OR  97814
(541) 523-4267 - Ext # 602
(541) 523-4126 - Fax
(800) 303-0419

Home & Auto, Farm & Ranch, 
Business Insurance, Life & Health

SIGNS / SIGNAGE

SEWING (ALTERATIONS & REPAIR)

The Sewing Lady
Linda Foersterling
1609 10th Street
Baker City, OR 97814
541.523.5327

All types of alterations, mending, 
zippers. Custom-made clothing.

PUBLISHING (BOOK)

www.BlackLyonPublishing.com

•Founded 2007, Baker City.

•Internationally known.

•Recognized by RWA.

•Amazon Top 10 authors.

COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS

Email bakercountyoathkeepers@gmail.com

•Protect the Constitution.
•Uphold oaths of offi ce.
•Work with elected offi cials 
to prepare and educate our 
community for emergencies & 
disasters.
•Encourage self-reliance.

BakerCountySolutions.com
We meet every third 

Tuesday, 6 p.m at 
the Sunridge Inn.

6.26

EMBROIDERY (CUSTOM)

BLUE MOUNTAIN DESIGN

541-523-7163 • 1920 Court Ave. in Baker City
stitches@bmdw.com

At the same address:

McElroy Printing
Fast, high quality printing.  541-523-2621.

BLUE MOUNTAIN DESIGN

541-523-7163 • 1920 Court Ave. in Baker City
stitches@bmdw.com

At the same address:

McElroy Printing
Fast, high quality printing.  541-523-2621.

Hoodies—Personalized Garments—School Mascots

Embroidery!
6.26

5.29

6.26

SEWING/QUILTING
6.26

Treasure Every Stitch
2101 Main Street, Suite 108
Baker City, Oregon 97814
541.523.9499
treasureeverystitch@live.com

Store Hours:
M - F 10:00 a.m.  - 5:00 p.m.
Sat 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Fabric • Hand embroidery • Books • Notions • Classes • Patterns • Kits

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS. Every Wednesday 
and Thursday, 12:05 p.m, 
at the Presbyterian Church 
at 4th and Washington. 
Side entrance.

OVEREATERS ANONY-
MOUS. Fridays at 8:45 a.m. 
at the Presbyterian Church. 
Alley entrance to “Noah” 
room.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS. Every Monday, 
Thursday and Friday at 
8:00 p.m. at the Episcopal 
Church on First St.

AMERICAN LEGION. First 
Thursday of every month. 
Auxiliary at 6:30 p.m., Post 
at 7:00 p.m., 2129 2nd 
Street, Baker City.

CHURCHES
AGAPE CHRISTIAN CEN-
TER. Sundays, 10 a.m. 650 
Hwy. 7.

BLUE MOUNTAIN BAP-
TIST CHURCH. Sundays, 
10 a.m. 2998 8th Street.

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS. Sunday school, 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
times vary per Ward.

CHURCH OF THE NAZA-
RENE. Sunday worship, 
9:45 a.m.

FOURSQUARE CHURCH. 
Baker City. Sun. School 
9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 
a.m. 1839 3rd Street.

ELKHORN BAPTIST. 10:45 
a.m., 6 p.m.  3520 Birch.

HELP WANTED

VFW. Second Thursday of 
each month, 6:30 p.m. 2005 
Valley Ave., VFW Hall.

ROTARY CLUB. Mondays, 
noon, at the Sunridge Inn.

KIWANIS CLUB. Tues-
days, noon, at the Sunridge 
Inn.

SOROPTIMISTS. Wednes-
days, noon, at the Sunridge 
Inn.

LIONS CLUB. Thursdays, 
noon, at the Sunridge Inn.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY. 
Northeast Compassion 
Center on Hughes Lane, 
6:15 p.m., Tuesdays.

SEVENTH-DAY ADVEN-
TIST. Call 523.4913 for info.

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES 
CATHEDRAL. 2235 First 
St. Sundays, 9:30 a.m.

HAINES UNITED METH-
ODIST. Sunday, 9:45 a.m., 
10:45 a.m.

BAKER UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH. 1919 2nd 
Street. Sunday services,  
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

BURNT RIVER COMMU-
NITY CHURCH. 30271 
Hwy 26, Unity, Ore. Call 
541.446.3317 for informa-
tion. Sunday School,  9:30 
a.m. Morning Worship, 
10:45.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY—SHOP LOCAL!

6.26

1990 3rd Street
Baker City, Ore. 97814
541-523-7973
www.yervasilaw.com

Civil Litigation/Trials
Family Law
Real Estate

Business Matters

Damien Yervasi
Yervasi Pope P.C.

ATTORNEYS

6.26

FUEL / HEATING

Bob / Shannon Black 
2150 Broadway Street

Baker City, Oregon 97814 • 541-523-4575

Lubricants
Refi ned Petroleum Products

Black Distributing Inc.

8.28

1.30

TOWING AND RECOVERY

8.28

INSURANCE

Tom Van Diepen Insurance Agency
2825 10th Street •  Baker City, Ore. 97814

tvandiepen@farmersagent.com

541.523.4464

• Home
• Auto
• Boat

•  Business
• Workers’
   Comp
•  Life

6.26

Now offering yarn
 and cross-stitch!

EQUIPMENT

RELIABLE & AFFORDABLE USED CARS

BAKER SCHOOL
 DISTRICT 5J

is currently accepting appli-
cations for a Baker Middle 
School Guidance Secre-
tary.   For a complete de-
scription of the position go 
to www.baker.k12.or.us or 
contact the employment 
division.   You may also 
call 541-524-2261 or email 
nnemec@baker.k12.or.us

6.19

POLITICAL

BAKER COUNTY
REPUBLICANS

BAKER COUNTY
REPUBLICANS

Visit us at our new web site:
www.BakerRepublicans.com

Elected by you to preserve
local conservative values!

REPORTERS WANTED
The Baker County Press is 
currently accepting letters 
of interest for up to three 
reporters. Pay is per article/
photo. The fi rst opening is 
for a reporter to steadily 
cover Haines and North 
Powder news, including 
community and school 
events, City Council meet-
ings, etc.
  The second opening is 
for the Richland / Halfway 
area and will focus primarily 
on City Council coverage in 
that area. Serves as back-
up for event coverage.
   We are also looking to 
add a new reporter to help 
cover Baker City stories as 
needed. May also have the 
option of covering Medical 
Springs and Keating. We 
simply want the ability to 
cover more news events 
than we can currently at-
tend!
  Flexible hours. Great 
supplemental part-time 
work. Must be able to write 
in article format, have an 
excellent grasp of English, 
be dependable and meet 
deadlines. Not seeking so-
cial columns. We’ve been 
very blessed with our cur-
rent team and are looking 
for the right fi t. Contact edi-
tor@thebakercountypress.
com.

AUTOMOBILE

 FORD TRUCK 
FOR SALE

2014 Ford F-150 Fx-4
 w/Topper. In very good 

condition 185,000 
New engine at 110,000

Drive train has been ser-
viced. $11,000. Call.

 541-519-8530.
  6.26

HELP WANTED

FENCING SUPPLIES (POSTS/POLES)

RESTAURANT (BBQ)

Poles and Posts. Cut and Delivered.
Various sizes available.
541.519.7003

6.26

REAL ESTATE
HOUSE for SALE! 2 
bdrm, 1 bath - Baker City - 
$96,500. Indulge yourself 
(or your mother-in-law).  
Pare down but boost the 
style.   All new inside & 
out.  Bold design.  Vibrant 
features.  Super effi cient.  
All electric.   Easy mainte-
nance.  Minimal utility costs.  
Family-owned since 1987. 
Beautiful Kitchen.  Pantry.  
New Appliances.  Laundry.   
Dbl pane wdws.  Fabulous 
electric fi replace console.   
Custom drapery.  New fur-
nishings are optional.  Cov-
ered Redwood Deck for 
morning coffee in the sun.  
Attached garage with auto-
door. Separate Storage Bldg 
on concrete pad. Fenced 
Lot 100’ x 50’/Lawn/Trees/
Roses/Garden space. Near 
stores, restaurants, phar-
macies. Built in 1968.  940 
sq ft plus 364 sq ft garage.                                           
Owner is moving.  See 
Craigslist for Photos.   
Phone 541-523-5617.

6.12

WANTED TO BUY OR 
TRADE! We will buy or 
trade for rural home on 
3-plus acres within 25 

miles of Baker City or trade 
our nice home on double 

lot in Haines. 
541-856-3312.

6.5

HELP WANTED
BAKER SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT 5J is currently ac-
cepting applications for nine 
(9) full-time para pro posi-
tions and two (2) part time 
para pro positions.  For a 
complete description of the 
positions and qualifi cations 
please go to www.baker.
k12.or.us or contact the em-
ployment division.  You may 
also call 541-524-2261 or 
email nnemec@baker.k12.
or.us                         6.12

HOT 
DEAL!
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ODFW to hold 
photo contest

A D-Day drive to honor those 
who have served …

     This Saturday, June 
6th, the 4x4 off-road 
group Locked and Loaded 
(L&L) gears up again for 
a special run, sponsored 
by Forest Access For All 
(FAFA), in honor of the 
anniversary of D-Day 
and the nation’s veterans.  
Christina Witham, of 
L&L, is encouraging the 
public to join the group in 
the run, and she said there 
is an extended run for the 
June L&L destination.
   “This is a short run, 
about 10 miles one way, 

and a quick 
way to 
support the 
event,” she 
said.  
     The route 
is Medi-
cal Springs 
Highway 
toward Cath-
erine Creek, 
to the snow 
park on top 
of the sum-
mit, where 

participants 
will meet, 
then the 77 
Road to Tay-

lor Green and back.  
   Witham said, “If you 
wish to make a day of it 
and loop around, here are 
some options for your 
June destination: Leave 
Taylor Green, go north on 
the 770058 to 7700580, to 
the end of the road.  You’ll 
fi nd a fun Jeep climb and 
a wilderness sign at the 
end of the road.  Back 
to the 77 Road, to the 
830 Road, south to the 
67 Road.  East on the 67 
Road to 7000400 (on the 

right), option: Take the 
road east at the junction 
to the end of the road.  
Interesting view of the cut 
through the mountain for 
the Phillips Ditch.  Back 
out to the 7000400 south 
to the 70 Road.  Southeast 
to pretty good meadow by 
Goose Creek, big culvert 
crossing, and continue on 
7035 to the top of Red 
Ridge.  Several options 
at this point.  Option 1: 
North to 300 Road, down 
300 to Balm Creek Road, 
to Keating Valley.  Option 
2: South to 7035051, take 
right down to Slide Creek.  
This route will take you 
right past the Mother 
Lode Mine or Balm Creek 
shaft.”
   She said there are many 
options on the run, and 
emphasized carrying a 
paper map of the area, 
as well as GPS and a 
cell phone.  While some 
areas offer more technical 
options for the better-
equipped 4x4 vehicles, 
she said, “This is an easy, 
non-technical run.”
    The run offers great 

opportunities for photog-
raphy, mushroom pick-
ing, spring wildfl owers, 
wildlife spotting, histori-
cal areas, etc.  
    Witham suggests a 
pre-trip visit to the local 
library for historical in-
formation about the area.  
She cautions about exer-
cising safety in mining ar-
eas, and to respect private 
property and posted “No 
Trespassing” signs.  
   She said, “Always 
remember your emergency 
items, food and water, 
and most of all, common 
sense.  
    Supporting your veter-
ans by keeping our forests 
open and accessible for all 
who venture in and around 
our mountains is of the 
utmost importance.  
   Learn more about the 
value of National Public 
Lands for Veterans at 
www.vetvoicefoundation.
org/docs/Public-Lands.
pdf.”
   Good luck with your 
adventures!

THE OUTDOOR COLUMN
By Todd Arriola

Why advertise with us?
• Low rates per column 
inch & promotional deals

• Free color ads as space 
permits

• Friendly, professional 
sales staff

• All display ads are also 
posted to our Facebook 
page, which means thou-
sands of individuals see 
your ad from that source 
alone. We’re the only 
paper in town that offers 
this additional service!

David Conn
david@thebakercountypress.com

or call 541.523.5524

Wendee Morrissey
wendee@thebakercountypress.

com or call 541.805.1688.

Family owned and operated.

Packed with local news!

  SALEM, Ore. – The Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife wants to showcase your fi shing, hunting, crab-
bing, clamming and wildlife viewing photos on its web-
site, in promotional materials and on social media sites.
   “It’s a great chance for people to share their best shots,” 
said Rick Hargrave, Information and Education Admin-
istrator. “Last year’s photo contest winner in the fi shing 
category was featured on the 2014 Sport Fishing Regula-
tions, and we have highlighted the photos of dozens of 
contest entrants in other places.”
  Guidelines:
   The contest opens June 3 and closes June 24, 2015.
There are fi ve categories: fi shing, hunting, crabbing, 
clamming and wildlife viewing.
   All photos must have been taken by you personally in 
Oregon.
    By submitting a photo, you agree that it can be used by 
ODFW on its website and in other promotional products.
Wildlife viewing photos must be of native species in a 
natural environment.
   If there are people in the photo, get permission from 
them before you submit photo.
   Only high resolution photos, at least 1 megabyte, will 
be accepted.
    ODFW employees are not eligible to participate in the 
contest.
    Submit:
   Enter your photos via the ODFW website in the About 
Us section, in Photo/Video gallery, http://odfw.wufoo.
com/forms/odfw-photo-submission-form/
   Winners:
   One winner will be chosen in each of fi ve categories 
by a panel of ODFW judges: fi shing, hunting, crabbing, 
clamming and wildlife viewing. Each winner will receive 
a $50 gift certifi cate to Cabela’s. See past winners online, 
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/images/photo_sumbmissions/
july_contest/

Ladies
bridge
scores
   The  weekly Quail Ridge 
Ladies Day was held May 
27.
   The results of the weekly 
bridge game are:
    1st,  Zena Edwards
    2nd, Lavelle Woodcock
    3rd, Pat Cook
    For more information on 
how you can participate if 
you enjoy bridge, golf, or 
a fun social time, contact 
Janice Smull at jsmull@q.
com. 

   The Baker School District 5J and Ford Family Founda-
tion are looking for the Logo to promote the Baker Disc 
Golf course in Baker City.  Start your designing entry 
now!
   The contest is open to individuals of any age.
    We are accepting designs until midnight, July 4, 2015.
The Logo will be used throughout all aspects of the Baker 
Disc Golf project. Think cleaver, your Logo design could 
be the key promotional representation for the Baker Disc 
Golf sport.
  Offi cial rules are posted on the Baker Disc Golf face 
book site, www.facebook.com/bakerdiscgolf, or copies 
will be available at the Baker County Library.
   Rules for the design:
    •  The only words that can be used are “Baker Disc 
Golf”
    • Can be designed with no more than three colors
    • Must be your original work
   Put yourself up for recognition as the Logo designer 
and the chance to win a great prize valued at $50.  Be cre-
ative and cleaver, use your competitive instinct and create 
the ultimate design.
   Submit entries by email to: bakerdiscgolf@gmail.com, 
by July 4, 2015 midnight.
    The winning design will be announced by July 31, 
2015

Disc golf logo 
contest open

Lumber spill 
blocks I-84

    On May 29, 2014, at about 7:26AM, OSP Troopers 
responded to the report of a rollover crash on I-84 near 
Milepost 259 involving a commercial motor vehicle 
loaded with lumber.
   Preliminary information is that a 1999 Western Star 
Tractor pulling two fl atbed trailers loaded with lumber 
was traveling eastbound on I-84 when it began to negoti-
ate a sweeping left curve. The operator, Dennis McMur-
ray, age 54, of Troutdale, lost control of the vehicle, 
which resulted on it rolling over onto its driver side and 
sliding on the roadway for approximately 500 feet before 
coming to a stop. The load of lumber spilled across all 
lanes of travel.
    The interstate was closed for hours in order to remove 
the wreckage and the lumber and to inspect a bridge sup-
port that was struck. ODOT created an eastbound detour 
during this time. OSP was assisted by the Union County 
Sheriff's Offi ce and the Oregon Department of Transpor-
tation.

Photo courtesy of OSP.

The wreck above blocked I-84 near La Grande for 
hours.



BY GINA K. SWARTZ
Gina@TheBakerCountyPress.com

    Larry Abell recently 
took over as President 
for Historic Baker City 
(HBC). Once a thriving 
organization, HBC has had 
some rough times in recent 
years. 
    Abell, along with Pro-
gram Manager Jeff Nelson 
have intentions of chang-
ing that. Last Wednesday 
HBC held an “update and 
plug in” meeting and plans 
are to continue the meet-
ings quarterly. “I’d like to 
do several of these ‘plug 
ins’ per year. I think it is a 
great way to let everyone 
know what is going on 
with HBC and for us to 
connect with you all and 
see what we can do for 
you,” Abell told the crowd 
of approximately 25 that 
gathered at Crossroads last 
Wednesday night.
    In addition to the meet-
ings a newsletter has been 
established that is available 
highlighting what HBC 
is doing. After spending 
the last year of his role as 
President going to every 
event, listening to the com-
munity and learning about 
HBC’s infl uence Abell is 
now focusing on what he is 
calling the year of engage-
ment. 
   The year where he takes 
what he has learned and 
heard from our community 
and works toward imple-
menting those sugges-
tions. “I want to thank Jeff 
Nelson, who has the inside 

track on how to make it all 
happen,” said Abell. 
     In the last year HBC 
has made some impres-
sive strides under its new 
leadership.
     In the fi nancial quest 
HBC has been able to 
secure over 30 new 
memberships, obtained 
several small grants and 
sponsorships. Those small 
grants helped to fund new 
lights for the community 
Christmas tree and helped 
to cover promotional costs 
at events. 
   HBC was also awarded 
a Leo Adler Grant for 
$10,000 and a CLG Grant 
for $6,000.
    Those helped fund reno-
vation, repair and restora-
tion projects in Baker City 
such as the restoration of 
the VFW sign, repairing 
and repainting facades of 
two historic buildings on 
First Street and contribut-
ing to the neon marquee 
repair at the Eltrym.
       HBC also maintained 
a strong presence at Baker 
City events such as the 
Hell’s Canyon Motorcycle 
Rally, Taste of Baker, and 
the Turkey Trot. HBC con-
tinues to be instrumental 
in the Downtown Trick-
Or-Treat, Historic Parlor 
Tours, which featured the 
Leo Adler home for the 
fi rst time ever last year and 
The Christmas Parade and 
tree lighting ceremony. 
     The organization was 
also heavily involved in 
Miner’s Jubilee sponsoring 
last year’s parade and orga-

nizing events such as the 
Duck and Beaver races and 
the bed races. 2014 also 
saw HBC relocate their of-
fi ce to the Pythian Castle, 
the last site of Leo Adler’s 
commercial offi ce.
   Re-establish the HBC 
phone line and regular 
operating hours, Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday 
from 1 p.m.-5 p.m.
    For 2015 Abell and 
Nelson agree that goals for 
HBC include revising by-
laws better describing the 
membership structure, im-
proving meeting minutes 
and agenda and continually 
improve HBC events based 
on feedback received from 
the community. 
    They want to continue 
on with quarterly meet-
ings and newsletter to keep 

members informed on 
goings on with an underly-
ing intention of creating 
interest for potential new 
members. There is also 
a plan to install banners 
on Resort Street that are 
designed to support HBC, 
remind residents to shop 
local and highlight build-
ing details. Plans are also 
in the works to update the 
website. 
   HBC has access to a 
“community coach” that 
has been involved in our 
community behind the 
scenes for quite some time. 
    With his support, advice 
and knowledge HBC in-
tends to be guided toward 
becoming a more highly 
functioning organization.

SEE HBC PAGE 9
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Local
HBC holds ‘plug-in’ meeting

Gina K. Swartz / The Baker County Press

Larry Abell recently became the new HBC president.

GARY GRACE 
MEMORIAL RIDE

Join us for the 12th annual Gary Grace Memorial Motorcycle Ride

Rider’s Name:

Passenger’s Name:

Address:

City / State / Zip:

Phone:

RIDE STARTS 
SATURDAY, JUNE 27TH 

9 AM PDT with
CLOSING DINNER 

at 6 PM

Meet at the
 Halfway

Lion’s Club
 parking lot in
Halfway, Ore.

For more information contact Briana Sutherlin at 541.410.8358. 
DEADLINE for registration is June 20, 2015. Register online at
 www.GaryGraceMemorialRide.com or mail in the form below.

Include payment (cash, check or money order) and mail to:
Briana Sutherlin, PO Box 8099, Bend, OR 97708. All proceeds go to the Gary 
Grace Memorial Scholarship Fund, which bene� ts local high school seniors.

Registration fee is $35 per bike. Includes patch & pin.  ___________. Additional pins ($4 each) 
___________. Additional patches ($8 each).  Closing Dinners ($18 each) ____________.
TOTAL ENCLOSED $________________.

Missing man
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

    Street was scheduled for a pre-trial hearing this week 
regarding his arrest on February 4, at 301 2nd Street after 
neighbors reported a “strong smell of ammonia.” That gas 
was later confi rmed to be Anhydrous Ammonia.
   The 45 year-old, whose full name is Kenneth Roy 
Street, was subsequently found to be in possession 
of Methamphetamine and was taken into custody for 
Unlawful Possession of a Controlled Substance. Street 
was decontaminated at the scene by Baker City Fire and 
then transported to the hospital where he was treated and 
released for exposure to Anhydrous Ammonia.
   The property and residence at 301 2nd Street were later 
posted as an “Illegal Drug Lab Site.” 
    Baker County Sheriff Travis Ash also said this week 
that they have little to no evidence to go on, but con-
fi rmed that Street is offi cially listed as a missing person.
   Anyone with information on Street’s whereabouts 
should contact local law enforcement. His wife said 
Wednesday that “it just isn’t at all like him” to not make 
contact and she’s very worried about him. No one has 
heard from him since he told her he was getting a ride 
with someone to work on that Medical Springs cabin.

Toddler recovering
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

    Thomas’s mother, Ori, had been near the pond work-
ing in the garden at the residence when this accident 
occurred. When Ori got to Thomas, he was not breath-
ing and turning purple. Ori was able to talk with Baker 
County Consolidated Dispatch where she was given 
instructions to begin CPR. As Ori started CPR, Thomas 
began to breath a little on his own.
     Emergency responders from Baker City Fire, Haines 
Fire, Baker Rural Fire along with the Baker County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce responded to the residence and assisted in 
reviving Thomas. 
    Thomas was transported to St. Alphonsus Hospital in 
Baker City where he was stabilized and then fl own by 
helicopter to St. Luke’s in Boise. According to Baker 
County Sheriff, Travis Ash,  there was an excellent 
unifi ed response to this incident from all agencies and 
individuals involved.
   Said Ash in a press release, “On June 2, 2015, I talked 
with Adam Kerns and he told me that Thomas was re-
leased from the hospital on Friday the 29th and is doing 
well. Adam expressed his appreciation to all of those 
who responded as well as the friends, family and citizens 
who were praying for and supporting them during this 
incident.”

City says crypto 
case likely not from 
City drinking water
    On May 29, 2015 a resident of Baker City notifi ed 
city staff that the resident had been ill for some time. The 
resident told Baker City staff that the resident’s medical 
doctor had done a test and confi rmed a diagnosis of Cryp-
tosporidiosis caused by the presence of Cryptosporidium.
The resident told city staff that the resident had been af-
fected by Cryptosporidium in 2013, however that had not 
been confi rmed by medical testing. 
     The resident told city staff that the resident has not 
consumed city water since 2013.
     City staff contacted the Baker County Health Depart-
ment who is the reporting agency for public health in 
Baker County. When contacted Friday the Baker County 
Health Department had no reports of illness caused by 
Cryptosporidium. 
     The Health Department has since confi rmed the case 
that had been reported to Baker City.
     City staff tested the water at the complainant’s resi-
dence on May 29th and found a chlorine residual, which 
indicated the water in the home had recently traveled 
through the city treatment plant. City staff took another 
sample of the water at the residence and has sent it to a 
lab for further testing. 
    City staff has taken these samples not because the 
water system is suspected, but to continue to build the 
public’s confi dence in the water system. As was learned 
in 2013 drinking water containing Cryptosporidium can 
cause illness.
     The City’s water has been treated with ultraviolet tech-
nology for fourteen months. Ultraviolet light inactivates 
oocysts. City staff has been in contact with the Oregon 
Health Authority and they continue to be confi dent in 
Baker City’s treatment system.
    The Baker County Health Department confi rmed it is 
currently investigating this positive case of Cryptospo-
ridiosis. 
   They say there are many factors to take into account 
when investigating a communicable disease and they are 
hopeful this is an isolated incident.
     Symptoms associated with Cryptospordium can in-
clude the following:
    •  Watery diarrhea (most common)
    •  Stomach cramps or pain
    •  Dehydration
    •  Nausea
    •  Vomiting
    •  Fever  
     •  Weight loss
     Robin Nudd of the Health Department says those 
experiencing these signs or symptoms for more than three 
days please contact your primary care provider to be 
tested.
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This week’s crossword puzzle

Across

1- Cinema canine; 
5- Steak order; 
10- Law enforcement 
agency; 
13- Part of a process; 
14- Aboriginal; 
16- Fall behind; 
17- Placed within paren-
theses; 
19- Prefi x with tourism; 
20- ___ France; 
21- Hooded jacket; 
23- Awesome!; 
24- Frobe who played 
Goldfi nger; 
28- Cliquish; 
30- Narcissism amok; 
32- More spine-tingling; 
33- Senators’ home; 
35- Univ. aides; 
36- Barracks; 
38- Small wig; 
42- Church lady; 
43- Of inferior quality; 
45- Verdi opera; 
49- Prestigious; 
53- 33rd president of the 
U.S; 
54- Ammo; 
55- Bass, for one; 
56- Sun Bowl site; 
58- Medicine; 
60- Actress Merkel; 
61- Confi rm; 
65- Perform; 
66- Ample; 
67- “So be it”; 
68- Observe, viewing 
organ; 
69- Fill with joy; 
70- Make it to the end; 
 

Down

1- Seek ambitiously; 
2- “Hogan’s Heroes” 
setting; 
3- Shipworm; 
4- Imitated; 
5- Blaster’s need; 
6- Exclamation of con-
tempt; 
7- Suffi x with Capri; 
8- Actress Talbot; 
9- Show clearly; 
10- Petty annoyance; 
11- Accented supple-
mentary beat; 
12- Can ___ now?; 
15- French school; 
18- Undo; 
22- Capek play; 
25- ___’acte (intermis-
sion); 
26- Mirthful; 
27- Shooting marble; 
29- Jr. and sr.; 
31- Cal. pages; 

34- Flooded; 
36- Money; 
37- Having ringlike seg-
ments; 
39- Ratio phrase; 
40- Slum area inhabited 
by a minority group; 
41- Soap-making ingre-
dient; 
42- Open mesh fabric; 
44- Hi-___ monitor; 
46- Rock blaster; 
47- Civil rights org.; 
48- Shoe part; 
50- Capital of Bahrain; 
51- In groups; 
52- Respectable; 
57- City south of Mos-
cow; 
59- Unwritten; 
60- Abu Dhabi’s fed.; 
62- Genetic material; 
63- Baseball’s Mel; 
64- Ciao!; 

Bebe’s word search

Subscribe Today!
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City, State, Zip:

Email address:

Phone:

Baker County PressThe

E-Only
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Inside Baker City 
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Print 
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1. Make check payable to: Black Lyon Publishing, LLC
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    PO Box 567, Baker City, Ore. 97814

To pay by credit card, please visit www.� eBakerCountyPress.com

— Random Acts of Kindness —
Each week The Baker 
County Press will in-
clude a list—all anony-
mous, of course—of 
the good deeds and 
random acts of kind-
ness people from 
around the area have 
witnessed. To include 
something you’ve seen 
or experienced, email 
News@TheBakerCoun-
tyPress.com with “Ran-

dom Acts of Kindness” 
in the subject line. 
We’ll be sure to include 
your story.

•  My baby brother was 
sick in Caldwell and 
an acquaintance of the 
family, whom we barely 
knew, let him crash at 
his house. Turned out to 
be food poisoning and 
ended up in a trip to the 

Emergency room, but 
the guy didn’t seem to 
mind the inconvenience. 

• Thank you for giving 
a good home to my 
daughter’s bunny rabbit. 
We couldn’t keep him 
and were in a fi x. Your 
kindness really helped 
us so much and we 
know the bunny is safe 
and sound.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

    Maurizio Valerio of 
RDI, Rural Development 
Institute says his intentions 
are to “help with a little bit 
of coaching. A guide on the 
side.”  
    He continued, “It’s a 
vital rural community and 
we’ve been collaborating 
for many years.” 
    Valerio also works 
closely with The Ford 
foundation. “They have the 
money, we have the power 
to make it happen.” 
   He says regarding ad-
ditional funding for HBC 
priorities, “We are the 
ones on the ground that 
basically deliver all the 
resources that they fi nance, 
that they support. This a 
crucial time in Baker City, 
trying to reshape the ideas 
of who do we serve, how 
do we operate. We are try-
ing to support some of the 
things HBC needs to focus 
on. It takes all resources in 
a community supporting 
each other not only one 
organization can make it 
happen.”  
    Abell added,“We ad-
dressed the city Budget 
Board last week also about 
support and I think that 
is looking very favor-
able. Showing prospective 
grants we have City sup-
port is a really big deal.” 
     Abell feels that en-
compassing all of Baker 
City into HBC is crucial 
to adding to the success 
of the organization. In the 
past HBC consisted of 
buildings and businesses 
mainly in the Downtown 
corridor, new ideas include 
not only Main Street, but 
all major business areas in 
Baker City—Resort Street, 

Broadway, Tenth Street, 
and Campbell bringing our 
entire community together. 
   Another Improvement 
Abell spoke about was 
adding a new dimension 
to the Miner’s Jubilee 
Duck and Beaver races by 
holding a separate race for 
businesses, where the busi-
ness could buy a life size 
decoy duck to race. 
    After Abell spoke about 
where HBC had been and 
the direction they would 
like to move in he engaged 
the group in a discussion 
of what HBC could do for 
them or our community. 
     A list was compiled that 
broke down into simple 
strategies consisting of 
ideas that would make 
HBC strong again, revital-
ized. 
    Abell outlined an idea to 
place kiosks throughout the 
city providing information 
to visitors about the city 
and its history. Many felt 
that our history and know-
ing it was important as 
well as preserving it, with 
a few stating that what we 
do today will also become 
our history and having an 
organized approach to that 
future is important to being 
successful. 
     Supporters know HBC 
is more than just a Main 
Street program and would 
like to see that sense more 
a part of our community. 
Excite all businesses in 
Baker City to be included 
in HBC by sharing infor-
mation, accomplishments, 
awards and improvements, 
supporting one another. 
   It was also mentioned 
that HBC could be more 
involved with identifying 
restoration projects as oc-
casionally those that need 

work done often don’t seek 
help or even know whom 
to ask for assistance.  
    Jeff Nelson, who recent-
ly joined the Small Busi-
ness Development Center, 
recommended partnering 
with local businesses to 
help provide updates as 
well as work on ideas to 
bring in more sustainable 
businesses to Baker City 
to fi ll vacant buildings and 
keep our town alive and 
well. 
    Most agreed that it was 
very important to keep 
events already established 
going but more publicity to 
advise the community on 
events was addressed. 
    It was also suggested 
to add more events so 
something is happening 
monthly, like more street 
dances. 
   HBC members brought 
up the fact that alternate 
times for holding meetings 
might also be considered 
as a way to increase par-
ticipation in the organiza-
tion, that suggestion was 
well received.  
   Abell thanked everyone 
for their ideas, participa-
tion and attendance. Before 
the group disassembled 
plans for a community 
party in Court Plaza were 
revealed. 
   The celebration is being 
organized for June 20th 
from 4 p.m.-6 p.m. 
     Abell encourages 
anyone interested in learn-
ing more about HBC or 
becoming a member to call 
them Monday, Wednesday 
or Friday from 1-5 p.m. 
at 541.523.5442 or stop 
by the offi ce during those 
hour at 2005 Washington 
Avenue Suite 101, in the 
Pythian Castle. 

Historic Baker City
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Local
Planning Commission considers 
contentious permit remand issue

Todd Arriola / The Baker County Press

The Baker County Planning Commission is in the middle of handling a tricky 
remand situation regarding a Halfway-area property.

Huntington: 
Steak feed, 
music for all

Eileen Driver / The Baker County Press

A kitchen full of cooks helped prepare the breakfast 
that went before the steak feed in Lion’s Park the 
weekend before last in Huntington.

•  NEIGHBOR OF 
GRAVEL PIT OWNER 
IN HALFWAY AREA 
PROTESTS 
DECISION FOR 
THIRD TIME

BY TODD ARRIOLA
Todd@TheBakerCountyPress.com

    On Wednesday, May 28, 
2015, the Baker County 
Planning Commission 
held a public hearing 
in the County Commis-
sion Chambers at the 
Courthouse, at 6 p.m., to 
consider Plan Amendment 
PA-15-001, and LUBA 
(Land Use Board of Ap-
peals) Case No. 2014-021, 
A Remand To An Amend-
ment (CU-13-011) To 
Conditional Use Permits 
CU-98-02 and CU-00-05.
   Kerry Gulick and Linda 
McEwen are the owners of 
a gravel pit in the Half-
way area. Previously they 
were issued conditional 
use permits, which would 
allow them to crush gravel 
and operate a small asphalt 
plant part of that property 
for a limited time.
   A landowner down the 
road from the permittees, 
Barbara Dion, currently 
lives in Arizona and 
is renting out her own 
Halfway-area property that 
has been in the family for 
years. Dion has protested 
the original conditional use 
permit to the Baker County 
Board of Commissioners— 
who upheld the Planning 
Commission’s original 
decision.
    Dion then fi led the 
LUBA complaint, and 
LUBA remanded the issue 
back to the Planning Com-
mission.
   Among Dion’s com-
plaints are noise, dust 
abatement and the like.
   This is the fi rst LUBA 
remand experienced by 
Planning Director Holly 
Kerns as well as the cur-
rent Planning Commis-
sioners.
    Present from the Com-
mission were Chair Alice 
Trindle, Vice Chair Lauri 
Hoopes, and Commis-
sioners Suzan Jones, Jim 
Grove, and Randy Joseph.  
From the City-County 
Planning Department were 
Planning Director Holly 
Kerns, Planners Eva Ceder 
and Kelly Howsley-Glov-
er, and Planning Assistant 
Kevin Berryman.
   Attendees included Attor-
ney Dan Van Thiel, Kerry 
Gulick, Linda McEwan, 
Leona Jones and Barbara 
Dion.
   Trindle called the meet-
ing to order and read a 
statement regarding the 
hearing process, including 
testimony, evidence, time 
limits, etc. 
    She asked if there were 
any challenges to the 
jurisdiction of the Plan-
ning Commission to hear 
the matters, and Dion 
stated yes, she objected 
to the jurisdiction of the 
Commission, and that the 
public notice was improper 
and insuffi cient.  
   According to Planning 
Commissioner Jones, this 
is the fi rst time the Com-
mission’s jurisdiction has 
ever been called into ques-
tion in recent memory.
   Dion said the County’s 
notice didn’t give the 
public any indication 
how the hearing would be 
conducted, and what, if 

any, evidence or testimony, 
would be allowed, and 
that the hearing should be 
canceled and rescheduled, 
with new notice given.
   Dion mentioned a peti-
tion signed by a little over 
a dozen individuals in the 
community who supported 
her position, and Trindle 
made a statement about 
seeking an opinion from 
Van Thiel.  Kerns asked 
Dion if there were a writ-
ten statement of her objec-
tion, and Dion responded 
that it was received by the 
Commission.  
   Trindle said Van Thiel 
may wish to have an op-
portunity provide some 
opinions, and she asked 
Dion to step down from 
providing her testimony for 
the moment.  Trindle asked 
if there were any confl icts 
of interests, personal 
biases, or ex parte com-
munications to be declared 
by a Commission member, 
and none were stated.  
   Joseph made a motion 
to move the Plan Amend-
ment up in the order on 
the agenda, in order to ad-
dress the lengthier LUBA 
Remand matter later, and 
Jones seconded.  The mo-
tion carried.
   With a motion from 
Grove, and a second from 
Hoopes, the minutes from 
the February 26, 2015 
Commission meeting were 
approved.
   Ceder introduced and 
explained PA-15-001.  
The purpose of the Plan 
Amendment is to correct 
a zoning map error for the 
subject parcel, currently 
zoned Primary Forest (PF), 
according to the document.  
A PF zone is described as 
applying to lands that are 
managed by the federal 
government, and since 
this designation doesn’t 
apply to private property, 
it doesn’t allow the same 
land use opportunities that 
other similarly situated 
private property owners 
have.  
   The application has been 
fi led for re-zoning of the 
property to Timber Graz-
ing (TG), according to the 
document.
   The property, around 20 
acres and owned by Leona 
Jones, is located off of 
Highway 7, east-southeast 
of Sumpter, Oregon.  
Hoopes asked about a 
cabin on the property, and 
Ceder said there was one, 
which was lost due to a fi re 
this March.  
   Jones asked the Planning 
Department about rebuild-
ing the cabin, Ceder said, 

but the zoning at the time 
didn’t have standards for 
siting buildings.  Ceder 
said Leona Jones wishes to 
rebuild the cabin.
  Joseph asked if the prop-
erty had been privately 
owned, but then through 
oversight, if, because of 
zoning changes, it was des-
ignated as publicly owned, 
and Ceder responded that 
she wasn’t sure what the 
process had been.  
   Trindle asked if anyone 
present wished to testify 
on the matter, and there 
was no response that any 
attendees wished to do 
so.  Joseph moved to close 
the testimony, and Grove 
seconded, the motion car-
rying.
   Trindle said she wished 
to move forward on the 
matter, with no changes to 
specifi c criteria, and   
    Hoopes said she didn’t 
have time to review the 
documents, since she 
received them two days 
earlier. Jones only received 
them that same day.
    Joseph said that there 
weren’t any other zon-
ing options, and that the 
amendment should be ap-
proved as-is.
   Joseph moved to approve 
PA-15-001, with the fi nd-
ings made by staff, with 
no conditions, seconded 
by Grove.  The motion 
carried.
   Ceder read a statement 
regarding the notice and 
appeals process.
   After a break, Trindle 
asked for staff comments 
about the objection to ju-
risdiction voiced by Dion.  
    Van Thiel said he didn’t 
think there was any merit 
to the objection, and that 
the notice was suffi cient.  
Kerns stated that the notice 
was accurate as provided 
by the County.
   Trindle read the details 
of the hearing procedure, 
including a statement that 
a time limit on testimony 
may be set.  Jones moved 
to limit testimony to fi ve 
minutes, with a second 
from Grove. The motion 
carried.
   Kerns explained the 
details of the subject mat-
ter of the hearing, LUBA 
Remand No. 2014-021, 
Remanding in part the 
Approval of Modifi cation 
to Conditional Use Permits 
CU-00-05 and CU-98-02.  
Gulick and McEwan, ap-
plicants and property own-
ers, submitted a request 
to modify their existing 
Conditional Use Permit for 
a 15-acre aggregate rock 
pit, known as the Gulick 

Pit, located northeast of 
Halfway, near the intersec-
tion of Estes Hill Lane and 
Buchanan Loop.
   Hoopes made a motion 
to address the Fifth Assign-
ment of Error (from LUBA 
Case No. 2014-021), with 
a second from Jones.  The 
motion carried.  Gulick, 
co-owner of the property, 
and co-applicant, entered 
testimony into record as-
sociated with the Fifth As-
signment of Error, regard-
ing road use, noise, dust, 
and property value. 
    Joseph voiced concerns 
that the appellant didn’t 
have a chance yet to see 
a letter Gulick had in his 
possession from Baker 
County Road Master Jeff 
Smith, concerning road 
traffi c and adequacy.  
   The Commission dis-
cussed the issue, and Van 
Thiel said that transpar-
ency is important, and that 
all parties need to have an 
opportunity to review any 
documents, if they choose.  
   Trindle read a letter from 
Smith, dated April 13, 
2015, regarding road traffi c 
and adequacy, and then 
called Dion back to testify.  
Dion said she hadn’t had 
an opportunity to see the 
letter before, and she noted 
lack of road enhancements, 
factual misstatements and 
inaccuracies from a previ-
ous road department letter.
   After some discussion, 
Hoopes moved to continue 
the hearing on the Fifth 
Assignment of Error, with 
a second from Joseph.  The 
motion carried.  
   Gulick then provided tes-
timony regarding the First 
and Fourth Assignment of 
Error, including documents 
relating to a sound analysis 
completed, and statements 
about minimal noise and 
dust impacts. 
     Dion also testifi ed, pro-
viding surveys concerning 
impacts on land value and 
livability.  
   After a lengthy discus-
sion about the testimony, 
and the proper time frame 
in which to conclude 
the proceedings, Joseph 
moved to close the record 
on Thursday, June 4, at 5 
p.m., and to continue the 
hearing on the First, Fourth 
and Fifth Assignment of 
Error, to Wednesday, June 
10, at 5 p.m., with a second 
from Grove.  The motion 
carried.  
   The movement to June 
10 is due to nearly four 
inches of testimony from 
both sides, which the Plan-
ning Commission will now 
need to study.

•  WEEKEND EVENTS WERE ALL ABOUT THE 
EATING AND THE LISTENING

BY EILEEN DRIVER
Eileen@TheBakerCountyPress.com

   The Memorial Weekend visitors and locals alike were 
treated to the good food put out by the Huntington Senior 
and Youth Organization, headed up by Ron and Sandra 
Vaughn, in two events this weekend.
   Food.
    First was breakfast in the park Saturday morning May 
23 served from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. On the menu was your 
choice of Pancakes, French toast or Biscuits & gravy all 
served with bacon or sausage, scrambled eggs and hash-
browns or sausage breakfast burrito with onions, peppers 
and tomato served with bacon and hashbrowns and your 
choice of Got coffee or cocoa with any meal. The food 
was delicious and defi nitely fueled you up for the week-
end of activities ahead.
    Next on the agenda for these busy people was the 
Steak Feed, on Sunday May 24 from 2 p.m . to 7 p.m. at 
the VFW Hall / Community Center, an annual tradition 
here that previously was put on by the VFW but has been 
passed on to the capable hands of the Huntington Senior 
and Youth. This has always been a greatly anticipated 
event and this year was no different. 
   On the menu this year was a choice of Tender Boneless 
Ribeye Steak or Juicy Hamburger Dinner. Both meals 
came with a baked potato, baked beans, green beans and 
loaded salad bar complete with green salad, potato salad 
and macaroni salad. On top of all that, if you still had 
room in your stomach, was an assortment of pies, cakes, 
and brownies to round out the meal. 
   The tables were packed with good food and great 
people who will be looking forward to enjoying it again 
Labor Day weekend when Huntington Senior & Youth 
Organization will be repeating this great meal at the VFW 
Hall for the Snake River Car Show being held on Septem-
ber 5th in Huntington’s Lion’s Park.
   Music.
   In between the breakfast and the steak feed was another 
time for entertainment.
    Highway 30/Washington Street between Lincoln and 
1st Street was cut off from car traffi c by large orange 
cones Saturday night May 23 from 8 p.m. to midnight. In-
stead of cars parked on the sides of the road or driving by 
to go here and there were more people than seen in years 
gathered on the street in front of Lion’s Park. Young, old 
and every age in between was on hand and ready to dance 
to one of Huntington’s favorite bands.     
     Even the weather cooperated to make this a night to 
remember by calming the winds at just the right time.
Yes! Big Blue Johnson was back for a special night of 
listening, dancing and socializing to classic rock music 
favorites. There was defi nitely dancing room only for this 
event sponsored by the Huntington Chamber of Com-
merce, Howell’s Cafe & Streamliner Lounge and Hun-
tington Bait & Tackle.
     Big Blue Johnson consists of Jim Strey, guitar/vocals, 
Barry Carlman, drummer, Kevin Jensen, bass/vocals and 
Greg Hill, guitar/vocals. This band has never failed to 
rock the town and the people with great sounds and this 
time was no exception. Said Kevin Jensen during one 
of the bands breaks, “ I love coming to Huntington. It 
reminds me of my childhood. I used to come here all the 
time with my father when I was a kid.” 
   Those who missed this great concert or just want to hear 
more of this awesome band they can be reached by email-
ing Kevin Jensen at Kevin 43@gmail.com.

Subscribe today!
As low at $29.95/year.
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Graduation Congratulations to all 2015 Baker County graduates!

Shannon Allen Katelyn Anderson Haily Andrew Kate Averett Keaton Bachman Emerald Baggerly

Gage Bailey Peter Baker Cody Blakeney Brooke Bogardus Michael Brady Justin Braswell

Baker High SchoolGraduation will be held 
Sunday, June 7, 2:00 p.m.

Tobin Brown Zarom Bruce Gerard Burchard Angelee Calder Elizabeth Calder Aria Carpenter

Congratulations and best 
wishes, Class of 2015!

Skye Crabill Kayla DavisShane Conley Bridger Cook Nick CorneliusRebecca Compos
SALUTATORIAN

Brooke Duby Caroline Dudley Angelina Early

Grant Ermovick

Megan Davis Dustin Dinger

Levi Ewing Ila Farber

Congratulations 
Baker County

graduates!
From your

Tupperware Lady,
Marie Hobbs
541-403-2804

rmhobley.my.tupperware.com

Names of those not 
pictured were not
provided.

Congratulations!

Clark Auto
Electric
Your complete
AC-DELCO
Parts Center

1720 Resort St.
Baker City

541.523.4166

We wish all 
of you a very 
bright future!

2015

Way to go,
class of 2015!

Congratulations 
& Good Luck!

Baker Welding
3185 11th St.
541.523.5324

•Fabrication •
Repairs •Wrought 
Iron Work • Steel 

Sales • Trailer 
Repair & Parts

Congratulations
Class of 2015 & 

Logan Valentine, 
son of our own Tonya Dias.

1207 Dewey Ave
Baker City

541-523-9664

Visit US today for all your 
fi nancial needs!

www.USBank.com
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Graduation

Tiffani Fisher Austin Folkman Michelle Freese Celina Fuzi Chloe Goodale Tim Grammon

Taylor Gulick Skyler Hack Aiden Hayes Jen Hibbard Bailey Hill

Amber Hughes Shakayla Johnson Austin Jones

Gracie Hardy

Tabby Hull Carley JohnsonMatea Huggins

Baker High School

Sierra Koehler Keith Kramer Clay Leamaster Michelle LehmanTannis Kinney Kimberly Kirby

Ashley Lemmon Farrell Linscott Dusty Maahs Levi Mansuetti Sam McKnight Ashley McMurray

Cody Melton Taite Mendenhall Micah Mespelt Hanna Miller

Leiann Miller Taran Moothart Brady Nelson Justus Newell

Oregon Trail Landscape 
& Nursery

and Tony’s Tree Service

Sprinkler systems • Landscaping • 
Nursery Stock • Supplies • Gifts

Over 43 years experience. 
600 Elm Street, Baker City. 541.523.3708

Owners Tony & Lisa Constantine  LCB 6271 • CCB 63504

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 
FROM THE CLASS OF 2015!

From The Baker County Press
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Graduation

Katherine Oglesbee Alexandria Oliver Tanya O’Neal Jessica Overbay Mairyn Owen Dakota Parsons

Mike Parsons Anna Payton Kim Pettit Kameron Pierce Austin Plumbtree Duncan Plumley

Mason Powell Kiani Price Randy Reid Madi Richards Josh Risley McKenzie 
Roseborough

Baker High School

Tristan Sand Katie Sandefur Alexander Saunders Steven Schott Logan Scott Cailan Sherman

Kylie Skidgel Kayla Smith Stephanie Soliz Kyle Srack Thomas Talbot Emily Tatlock

LaKalyan Thomas Elizabeth Titus Zach Tomac
VALEDICTORIAN

Amelia Wentz Robert White Eli Witham

Ethan Wood Jaedn Young

“Education is what remains 
after one has forgotten what 
one has learned in school.”

—Albert Einstein

“Education is a better 
safeguard of liberty than a 
standing army.”

—Edward Everett

Oregon Sign 
Company 
congratulates the 
Class of 2015 and
our own
Elijah T. Witham
We are so proud of 
you!
—Russell and Christina Witham

OregonSignCompany.com • 541-523-9322
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Burnt River

Cody Belveal
VALEDICTORIAN

Steven Duby
SALUTATORIAN

Melanie Howard Kelsie Kezerle
VALEDICTORIAN

Lawrence Marquez Kinzi Parret

Graduation was held 
Saturday, May 16, 5:00 p.m.

Not Pictured:
Dionna Martin
Dereke Clark

Eagle Cap Innovative

Annika Andersen
VALEDICTORIAN

James Bobo Elizabeth Coon Laura Hawkins Cheyenne Karger Whitney Lemmon
VALEDICTORIAN

Jacob Rammer Logan Valentine Kyla Welter Amelia Wentz

Not Pictured:
Jannelle Shankle
Miriam Arteaga

Graduation will be held 
Sunday, June 5, 6:00 p.m.

Natasha Harrington

Harvest 
Christian

Brandon Addleman Mandy Guerri
SALUTATORIAN

Gabby Smith
VALEDICTORIAN

Huntington

Makaela Wiley

Graduation will be held 
Sunday, June 5, 3:00 p.m.

Graduation was held 
Saturday, May 30, 2:00 p.m.

Baker Electric 
Service, Inc.

3782 10th Street, 
Baker City

CCB 108407

541.523.2135

Commercial Refridgeration • 
Pumps • Heating & Cooling • 

Electrical Service 
& Retail Sales

Congratulations!

BAKER VALLEY 
AUTO PARTS

wishes the class of 2015 congratulations

 and good luck! We’re so proud of you all.

Baker Valley Auto Parts • 2485 10th Street • 
Baker City, OR 97814 • 541.523.3631

The class of 2015 is talented and we're 
confident you'll be victorious in 

anything you attempt. Enjoy your 
reward. Congratulations and best 

wishes to all our Baker FFA seniors.

41280 Highway 30, 
Baker City.
541-523-2859
CCB 80969

Visit us today for 
your motor and pump 
repair needs!

MMW Electric Motor & 
Pump Repair, Inc.

MOVE AHEAD GRADUATES!

“It is the mark 
of an educated 
mind to be 
able to 
entertain a 
thought 
without
accepting it.”
—Aristotle
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Eddy Bedolla Riley Bell Kaylee Berg Sally Mary Blair

Lane Loennig Blanca OchoaMartin Taylor Lee McElligott
VALEDICTORIAN

North Powder

Amanda Feik
SALUTATORIAN

Samantha Jones

Garrett Shreve

Graduation was held 
Sunday, May 30 at 1 p.m.

Premier
Joe Scott’s

Auto Body, Inc.PremierPremierP
Joe Scott’s

Auto Body, Inc.

Complete Collision Repair
2390 Broadway • Baker City • 

541-523-5223

Congratulations graduates 
throughout Baker County!

Dear Graduates from around
Baker County,

Congratulations on your success and best of 
luck in this new part of your life!

—Bob Reedy

Dear Graduates from around
Baker County,

To the Class of 2015

“Our progress as 
a nation can be no 
swifter than our 
progress in 
education. The
human mind is our 
fundamental 
resource.”
—John F. Kennedy

Congratulations to the Class of 2015
and all its graduates!

from

2330 10th Street | Baker City, OR  
97814 | (541) 523-5012

Congratulations graduates!

Robbins Farm Equipment
3850 10TH Street

Baker City, OR 97814
 (541) 523-6377 

Congratulations 
to all 

graduating
 seniors across 

our county. 
We’re proud

 of you!

Burger Bob's Drive-In
2380 10th Street in Baker City • 541-523-3513

Serving
 Baker City 
since 1960.

Way to go, graduates of the Class of 2015!

On Broadway
in 

Baker City

 Inland 
Café

2715 10th Street
in Baker City.

541-523-9041

“ Learning is not attained 
by chance. It must be 
sought for with ardor and 
attended to with 
diligence.”

—Abigail Adams 

Wishing you a 
bright future!

BAKER COUNTY
REPUBLICANS

BAKER COUNTY
REPUBLICANS

Visit us at our new web site:
www.BakerRepublicans.com

� ere are no 
constraints on the 
human mind, no 
walls around the 
human spirit, no 
barriers to our 
progress except those 
we ourselves erect.
   —President Ronald Reagan

Go take on the world, graduates!

Congratulations, 
Kinzi Shanae. You 
did it! Make the best 
of your future; it is 
bright and full of 
possibilities!  We are 
proud of you and love 
you!  —Mom, Tim 
and families.

Sierra,

We’re proud of your 
accomplishments and 
the person you’ve 
become.

Heidi, Kody and the 
entire family.

Katelyn,
We’re so proud of you 
and the young woman 
you’ve become.

Love from your parents,
Alisa and Tom

On behalf of all the 5J bus drivers who have 
carried you safely back and forth to school 
since you were little ones—congratulations! 
It has been a pleasure watching you grow.

—Wendee Morrissey

Congratulations, 
Class of 2015!

Go out and do 
America proud.

From the Baker County 
Oath Keepers.
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Pine-Eagle

Raymond Denig Celisa Digges Lukas Fisher Brock Hickman

Dalton Robinette Isaiah SimpsonHayli Kuta Austin McCauley Nathan McCoy Jami Pallan

Aries Hood Andrew Houghton

Tyler Smith Jesse Swanson

Baker City 
Carpet Express

Baker City 
Carpet Express

Congratulations to the
 2015 Graduates!

Lowest prices on:
• Carpet • Tile 

• Window Covering
• Laminate Flooring 

• Vinyl
• Hardwood Flooring

"Remember, you walk on our reputation."
541-523-7360 • 1-800-523-7360

2080 3rd St., Baker City
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30, Sat. 12-4

Jonathon Thorn

Graduation will be held 
Sunday, June 6, 2:00 p.m.

Triple C Redi-Mix Inc.
42430 Atwood Rd.  (Atwood Road & Hwy 86) 

Baker City • 541-523-6648
CCB 90220

24-Hour Emergency Service • Lockout and Recovery Services •
 Flat Bed Service • Motorhomes • Semi-Truck Towing

541.523.4070
1.888.723.4070

Locally owned & operated
 by Donn Christy

PO Box 984 • 
2320 Balm Street

 in Baker City!

Congratulations Class of 2015!

Congratulations 
Class of 2015

Fraternal Order of Eagles
 Aerie #3456

2935 H Street • Baker City • 
541.523.5413

Congratulations to all 
Baker County 2015 

Graduates!

Congratulations Class of 2015!
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