
 
 

 

TODAY THE MESA TRANSFRONTERIZA LAUNCHES THE INTERNATIONAL OBSERVATION MISSION OF 

HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE GUATEMALA – MEXICO BORDER 

 

Guatemala City, November 10, 2016 

 

The Mesa de Coordinación Transfronteriza Migraciones y Género (MTMG); a network of Guatemalan and 

Mexican organizations,1, after ten years working and mapping a trajectory to comprehend, act and advocate in 

the territories of their shared border, convenes the International Observation Mission of Human Rights on the 

Guatemala - Mexico Border (abbreviated “MODH” in Spanish), from November 10 to 16, 2016, as a strategy 

to position grassroots groups as points of reference for the implementation of alternatives that address the 

migration issues from a human rights and human security perspective, recognizing the importance of connecting 

and joining forces with other movements and struggles in the region. 

 

For us as organizations and movements that make up the MTMG, human mobility in its current expression is a 

result of policies that model development imposed by capitalism, that imply a systematic violation of civil, political, 

economic, social, cultural, and environmental rights of the people. We also recognize the multiple and related 

causes of migration in which situations of exclusion, social and political violence, and impunity of the justice 

system predominate, but also with forms of migration that are fully incorporated into the strategies of life of 

communities and regions that have shaped a migratory cultural tradition.  

 

It is from these observations that we propose and organize the present International Observation Mission of 

Human Rights, in the complex context of the border region, the MODH proposes the analysis of three 

interdependent but interrelated axes: 

 

The plans and programs of development implemented by governments 

The border territories are part of a model with extractive projects inscribed in government policies and 

international agreements of free trade that implicitly entail the exploitation of the natural resources under the 

umbrella of the economic development of the region. These projects increase the deprivation of the territory of 

women and men who are then forced to move to cities or other countries, as well as the instability of the life of 

peasant and / or indigenous communities, increasing the workload and stress of women who are left in charge of 

the land and the homestead. 

 

The focus on national security and militarization 

The sophisticated process of militarization in the border region with a focus on national security has been justified 

as a measure to stop terrorism, the expansion of organized crime, human trafficking, and drug trafficking from the 

southern border of Mexico to the United States. Its most intense expression can be seen in government policies, 

especially in Mexico, such as the Southern Border Plan starting in August 2014, which has caused an exponential 

increase in detentions and deportations of Central American people by the Mexican government. And another 

example in the region is the Plan of the Alliance for Prosperity in the Northern Triangle, which includes 

Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador. 



 
 

 

 

As such, the increase in the presence of police, military, and migration checkpoints poses a permanent risk to 

migrants and refugees who are forced to use the most difficult crossings and roads in border territories to avoid 

detection. These roads are areas controlled by organized crime, where increased human rights violations have 

been verified against migrants, refugee seekers and human rights and land rights advocates. 

 

Migrants, immigrants, refugees and the vulnerability of human rights 

The region is characterized by a historical phenomenon of cross-border, internal and circular migratory flows. 

However, since 2012 several organizations have documented the continuing increase in Central American people 

who are reaching the border between Guatemala and Mexico for all of the above reasons. There has been an 

increase in the proportion of women of almost 20 percent, the occurrence of both complete families and 

unaccompanied children and adolescents, and a dramatic increase in refugee applicants, especially from 

Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. 

 

However, the Mexican government has avoided strengthening its asylum and refuge policy and allowing these 

people to access the international protection to which the Mexican State is bound by the commitments it has 

made. On the contrary, there is a policy of detention and deportation against these populations, violating their 

access to rights and limiting their chances of social inclusion. 

 

In the face of policies that reinforce increasing security and the intensification of border control in the region, the 

current extractive model and the worrying electoral results in the United States, with an elected candidate who 

deploys a racist discourse and who threatens to carry out deportations and review the asylum applications of 

millions of migrants and refugees, now more than ever we call for strengthening, work, and grassroots political 

demands to counteract these policies that structurally deprive and violate human dignity. We recognize that 

different areas of advocacy create the possibility of building transnational alliances with social and political force. 

 

More information (in Spanish): 

www.modh.mesatransfronteriza.org 

https://www.facebook.com/modh2016/ 

https://twitter.com/modh2016 

 

Contact: 

comunicaciomodh@gmail.com   mision.odh@gmail.com 

Mavi Cruz / +52 1 962 156 1701  Vladimir Contreras / +52 1 967 115 0230 Mateo Lucas / +502 5663 2767 

                                                           
1
The MTMG is conceived as a space that links community organizations, civil organizations, and academic 

organizations, among others, that work to defend and promote the human rights of migrants, their families, 

and their communities in the different facets of migratory dynamics in the border region of Guatemala and 

Mexico; with special attention to direct and focused work with women, children and youth affected by 

migration. 


