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    The UC Personal Statement

Applicants should respond to both prompts, using a maximum of 1,000 words total. You may 
allocate the word count as you wish.  If you choose to respond to one prompt in greater 
length, your shorter answer should be no less than 250 words.

Prompt #1
Describe the world you come from – for example, your family, community or school – and 
how your world has shaped your dreams and aspirations.

Prompt #2
Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that 
is important to you. What about this quality or accomplishment makes you proud and how 
does it relate to the person you are?

Your personal statement – consisting of responses to two prompts – is your chance to tell  
who you are and what’s important to you.  Think of it as your opportunity to introduce 
yourself to the admissions and scholarship officers reading your application.  Be open, be 
honest, be real.  What you tell in your personal statement gives readers the context to 
better understand the information you’ve provided in your application.

Choose a topic for each essay.
Look critically at the information in your application: your grades, awards, activities and work 
experience, family and income.  Anticipate questions an admissions evaluator will have after 
reading your application.  The personal statement is your opportunity to answer those 
questions.

Write in a natural style.
Present your information and ideas in a focused, thoughtful and meaningful manner.  Support 
ideas with specific examples.  A personal statement that is simply a list of qualities or 
accomplishments is usually not persuasive.

Proofread
Check your spelling. Be sure your grammar is correct and your statements read smoothly.

The purpose of the application is to gather as much information as possible about you, so as you write, 
remember the importance of “information, information, information.”  Show the reader something 
essential  - dig deep.



This is a personal statement, not a formal English class assignment, nor a creative writing exercise.

♣ Write a First Person Story that reveals your interests, how you think and what you believe.
♣ The reader should learn about your personal characteristics and intellectual traits.
♣ Give specific examples of any declarations.  Show – don’t just tell.
♣ Generally avoid writing about someone else, something that occurred prior to high school, a 

minor challenge or obstacle, or your psychological journey.
♣ Start early, make revisions and have a quality writer proofread your essay.
♣ Your personal statement should reflect your unique way of thinking and be written by you 

alone.
♣ Write a response that supports and completes information in the application.

Prompt # 1 Describe the world you come from – for example, your family, community or 
school – and how your world has shaped your dreams and aspirations.

Possible topics include:
• Significant personal hardships and obstacles
• The educational atmosphere and social setting in your school, home or community (select one)
• Unique family traits such as size, single parent issues, modest income, etc.
• First-generation college attendee
• Your family responsibilities and the atmosphere at home – how these affected your academics
• A learning disability
• A strength, weakness or inconsistency in your academic record
• Your experiences with other ethnic and cultural groups
• Don’t forget to address the last part of the prompt – “and tell us how your world has shaped 

your dreams and aspirations.”

Prompt #2
Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that 
is important to you. What about this quality or accomplishment makes you proud and how 
does it relate to the person you are?

Possible topics include:  
• A passion, talent, dream and/or goal
• A special community service or extracurricular experience and what you learned
• The value of your work experience and how it has affected your preparation for college
• The reasons you are going to college
• Don’t forget to address the last part of the prompt “What about this quality or 

accomplishment makes you proud and how does it relate to the person you are?”

Your responses should get right to the point and should avoid irrelevant background information.
Your responses should answer the prompt and you should write in an organized and clear manner.
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