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1.0  INTRODUCTION  
 

PART A  

A1 Background 

This Thematic History has been prepared as part of the updating of the RailCorp Section 170 Heritage 
and Conservation Register . The key purpose of the document is to assist in the update of the register 
by providing an historical contextual background to the history of the NSW railways, and RailCorp  
specifically and will function in allowing solid and consistent heritage assessment during the project by 
relating the place or item to the historical development of the NSW railway network  within the broader 
framework of national development and identity. 

The Thematic History will serve as a guide in the identification, understanding, comparison and 
assessment of heritage items for potential items for inclusion on the Register. As a complimentary 
function, the document is a useful as an on-going reference for a number of RailCorp activities, 
particularly those associated with the RailCorp Office of Rail Heritage.  

The history has been structured thematically, according to the Australian and State Historical Themes 
as developed by the Australian Heritage Commission and the Heritage Branch, NSW Department of 
Planning (Appendix 2).  A series of themes specifically relevant to RailCorp have been identified to add 
focus to the standard thematic framework. The relationship between the National, State and RailCorp 
Historic Themes have been compiled in the RailCorp Historical Themes Matrix  (see Part C1). 

It should be noted that as well as RailCorp, other rail entities (such as the Australian Rail Track 
Corporation – ARTC) have responsibilities in managing rail heritage assets in NSW and this history 
includes information relating to items and locations that may not be managed currently by RailCorp, but 
are relevant to its historical development. 

 

A2 Use of this Document  

A2.1 Guide to Thematic Structure  
This history does not follow a chronological format as commonly used in historical texts, but works 
within the Australian Historic Themes Framework  established by the Australian Heritage 
Commission.1 This Framework was endorsed by the Commonwealth, State and Territory agencies in 
March 2000 and the Heritage Council of New South Wales developed its own complimentary historic 
themes in 2001.  

A thematic approach in historical analysis is used as a basis for heritage studies to increase the 
understanding of the comparative context of places of historical significance and this framework 
provides the basis for this themed history presentation of the NSW Railways. 

The Thematic Framework comprises nine National Theme Groups  which encompass and are 
elaborated by a network of more specific sub-themes.  The Theme Groups are non hierarchical and a 
place may have more than one historic theme. 

The RailCorp Historical Themes Matrix  (see Part C1) defines the structure of this report. Thus the 
following chapters provide an analysis of the RailCorp historical themes identified against relevant state 
themes for the nine national themes as follows: 

1. Tracing the Natural Evolution of Australia (this theme was not covered in this report as there was not 
sufficient relevance to the topic) 

2. Peopling Australia 

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies 

4. Building Settlements, Towns and Cities 

5. Working 

                                                 
1 Heritage Council of NSW, 'NSW Historical Themes: Table showing the correlation of national, state and local themes with 

annotations and examples', 4 October 2001. 
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6. Educating 

7. Governing 

8. Developing Australia's Cultural Life 

9. Marking the Phases of Life 

Particular attention has been paid to the presentation format of the document to facilitate ease of use 
and navigation. As described above, the thematic groups provide the key chapter headings in the 
document, with RailCorp specific themes cross-referenced in the left hand margin  throughout the 
document. 

Key locations, items  and persons  are bolded in the text for easy reference. Images, maps and 
diagrams are utilised where appropriate to demonstrate themes and facilitate ease of understanding by 
users of the document. The document concludes with a detailed bibliography and an index for easy 
reference. 

A2.2 Guide to Supporting Resources 
A number of supporting resources have been developed in conjunction with this history and provide 
useful information both to compliment the historical text and as stand-alone information sources. These 
documents are found in Part C of this Introduction and are as follows: 

C1 RailCorp Historical Themes Matrix 

Summarises the National, State and RailCorp Themes that form the base framework of this 
Thematic History. This table also specifies examples of heritage assets that fall within each theme. 

C2 RailCorp Organisational Evolution Chart (NSW Rai lways ‘Family Tree’) 

The history of the organizational evolution of the various railway entities is complex, and this table 
summarises the various entities that have featured in the historical development of RailCorp.  

C3 Railway Network Maps 

The following railway network maps are included: 

1. CityRail Network Map – shows the metropolitan functions of RailCorp 
2. CountryLink Network Map – shows the regional functions of RailCorp 
3. RailCorp Property Metropolitan Rail Network Map – shows RailCorp/ARTC/RIC divisions of 

responsibility. 

Two appendixes are provided at the end of this document, as follows: 

Appendix 1 – Historical Chronology Matrix 

A matrix of key historical events and activities has been tabled in a chronological format to 
accompany the main document. As well as identifying RailCorp specific features, the table 
corresponds to relevant State, National and International events that have influenced the 
development of the NSW railways.  

Appendix 2 – NSW Historical Themes 

Heritage Council of NSW: NSW Historical Themes - table showing correlation of National, State and 
Local themes, with annotations and examples. 

 

A3  Methodology and Limitations 

The thematic approach does not attempt to cover the subject in detail, but rather to provide general 
information relating to each theme category to provide a contextual overview to assist in the 
identification and assessment of potential heritage items. 

Accordingly, a key focus of this study has been to identify a broad range of historical themes that can 
practically and usefully be applied in the assessment of heritage significance in the railway context. In 
this process there was a focus on the state themes that offered the best prospects to broadening and 
enhancing the story of public railways in New South Wales. 

At the time of writing this document, the majority of NSW railway heritage is managed by two 
organisations - RailCorp and Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC).  While this history attempts to 
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focus on RailCorp managed areas, it would present an incomplete and inaccurate approach to the 
subject if the history were divided by the present administrative boundaries. Therefore areas, items and 
locations falling under the responsibility of both organisations are included. The geographical boundary 
of the study is the state of NSW and is restricted to the history of the public railways in NSW and 
excludes private railways. 2 

PART B  
B1 NSW Railways Thematic History Overview 

As described above, the chapters of this thematic history are presented in the order of the Australian 
Historic Themes Framework, commencing with 'Peopling Australia'. This overview provides the reader 
with a broader picture of the dominant themes and issues that shaped the NSW railways. Reference to 
the Historical Chronology Matrix in Appendix 1 will also assist in placing specific themes in context. 

In New South Wales, as in other Australian colonies, economic wealth was generated from the inland by 
the 1820s, initially from pastoralism and, following the goldrushes of the 1850s, mining, which brought a 
rapid influx of migrants to the colony. Thus railways were constructed to serve pastoral interests and, as 
migrants drifted from the goldfields in search of new opportunities from the mid-1860s, to promote 
settlement. In so doing, the railway network served to funnel commodities into the port of Sydney (and 
Newcastle in the case of coal). While a policy was adopted to construct truck lines to the Victorian 
border, the Darling River at Bourke and the Queensland border as the first priority, their primary 
purpose was to capture trade for Sydney, not to facilitate inter-colonial trade. 

The colonial railway was an isolated and self-sufficient business in a largely rural economy. It initially 
relied on migrants to provide the technical and managerial expertise to build and operate its lines. The 
decisions these migrants made were shaped by their cultural background and these decisions had 
major impacts on future operating efficiency. Francis Shields , the first engineer of the Sydney Railway 
Company , was an Irishman who recommended use of the 'Irish gauge' (5ft 3in) and this was also 
adopted by Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. Shields was succeeded by an Englishman, James 
Wallace , who convinced local authorities to change to the English 'standard' gauge, but this was too 
late to bring about a change in the other colonies. The arrival of the English engineer John Whitton  in 
1856 brought a technically competent and strong personality who shaped the development of the NSW 
railways over the next 44 years. He won the debate over construction standards to allow the use of 
steam locomotives, but was forced to economise in the building of his mountain railways to the inland, 
thereby creating difficult lines to operate and maintain. Whitton's lack of interest in safe-working brought 
about his demotion in 1878, while his obstinate faith in British railway standards and workmanship 
became a barrier to the adoption of American technology. 

The trunk railway policy was overthrown in 1877 when parliament agreed to construct three branch lines 
to serve the constituents of powerful politicians. The move paved the way for the 'railway mania' era that 
occurred between 1877 and 1887, when railway leagues  were established in towns and villages across 
the colony to lobby for a railway line to their district. This period came to a dramatic halt in the severe 
economic depression of the early 1890s. 

The railways played a leading role in industrialising the fledgling colonial economy. Initially they 
constructed workshops to maintain locomotives and rolling stock and free trade politicians sought to 
stimulate local industry in the 1870s through contracts for the manufacture of rolling stock and 
locomotives, and the re-rolling of iron rails. When constructed in the 1890s, Eveleigh Railway 
Workshops  was the largest industrial complex in Australia, while the NSW government's tender for a 
seven-year contract for the supply the state's iron and steel requirements of September 1905 led to the 
establishment of Australia's iron and steel industry  at Lithgow  in 1907. The manufacture of steel rails 
for the nation's railways commenced there in 1911. During the First World War and under the 
isolationism of the 1920s, the NSW railways expanded into a huge vertically integrated empire that 
manufactured most of the items it required for its extensive range of operations. 

Industrialisation was accompanied by urbanisation , particularly in Sydney , where the population 
reached half a million by 1902. At the same time, the 1890s depression and a decade of severe drought 
brought hardship to rural communities and diminished their political influence. With this change, 
Sydney's suburban railway network expanded. Suburbs had developed in linear fashion along the 
original main lines to Parramatta and Liverpool, and they were joined by new truck lines to Newcastle 
and the Illawarra in the 1880s. Sydney's first purely suburban railway, the North Shore Line , opened 

                                                 
2 With the exception of the Sydney Railway Company and the Hunter River Railway Company, from which the government 

railway system initially emerged. 
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from Hornsby to St Leonards in 1890, but there was little traffic during the first two decades. Another 
suburban line opened from Sydenham to Belmore  in 1895, while the ascendancy of the metropolis was 
heralded with the opening of the new Central Railway Station  in August 1906.  

Dr JJC Bradfield  developed his visionary plan to provide Sydney with a world-class public transport 
system and the ambitious Sydney & Suburban Railway Bill was passed in July 1915. Shortage of funds 
during the war and a split in the governing Labor Party brought a postponement of construction of the 
City Railway  in June 1917. It was a stop-go affair during the 1920s, with the election of the first Lang 
Government in June 1925 bringing an acceleration of the City Railway and Harbour Bridge  projects. 
The first electric trains commenced running on the Illawarra Line in June 1926 and the underground line 
was opened to St James in December of that year. On 19 March 1932, the Harbour Bridge was opened, 
connecting the North Shore Line to the City Underground at Wynyard. Many aspects of Bradfield's Plan 
did not eventuate and completion of the underground loop did not occur until January 1956, while the 
Eastern Suburbs Railway  was finally opened in June 1979. 

Meanwhile, pressure developed to build more rural lines to serve agricultural areas as wheat farming 
expanded after the 1902 drought. This resulted in the construction of 'pioneer lines ' from 1896, an 
innovation that represented a shift away from British railway practices to those used in the United 
States. A number of new branches were constructed to serve wheat-growing districts into the 1920s. 

The NSW railways established a vast communication system across the network, primarily for its own 
use, but there was also provision for public use. A more significant social impact was the use of mail 
trains  for the speedy and economic transport of mail, newspapers, magazines, books and parcels to 
communities, large and small, across a vast land. Literacy  had become more widespread in NSW than 
in Britain by the 1840s and reading material delivered by the railways kept a vast army of readers 
abreast of national and international events, while housewives in remote country centres could order 
items from the catalogues of large city department stores and have them delivered by the railways 
parcels service. This cohesive educational role continued through to the 1960s. 

As the first public corporation in the British Empire, the management structure of the NSW Railways had 
few models to work from and complaints of political interference and corruption were common in the 19th 
century. The Railway Reform Bills introduced by Sir Henry Parkes in 1888 were designed to overcome 
these problems and in selecting Edward GM Eddy  from England as Chief Railway Commissioner 
brought impressive results. This era was cut short by Eddy's untimely death in 1897 and new 
instabilities arose. More stable management was achieved from the mid-1930s, but increasingly the 
railways faced financial constraints as funds were diverted to road transport. Legislation introduced in 
1932 sought to place railways on a fair and equitable basis by introducing a road tax on carriers who 
operated in direct competition with railways, but an appeal to the Privy Council in London overturned the 
High Court ruling that the Road Transport Co-ordination Act power to tax interstate road hauliers did not 
contravene Section 92 of the Australian constitution. Governments and railway administrators have 
subsequently struggled to address the related issues of equity between road and rail transport, and of 
the management structures required for efficient railway operations that can deliver transport services in 
a cost-effective manner.  

The hopes that Federation  in 1901 would achieve a national land transport system proved to be 
optimistic.  Construction of the Trans-Continental Railway to the 4ft 8½in gauge of NSW ensured that 
this would eventually become the 'standard gauge', but railway administrators were in no hurry to bring 
this about. Trans-shipment stations, sheds and cranes at locations such as Albury,  Tocumwal  and 
Wallangarra , together with bogie-exchange facilities at Albury, remained as a legacy to the break-of-
gauge problem that left Australia with a national railway system that was unable to cope with the 
growing demands of inter-state transport, especially during times of emergency. The NSW railways 
were eventually linked by standard gauge to the other mainland state capitals by 1970, but different 
signalling systems, manning schedules, radio networks and other operating practices between the state 
networks continued to plague the railways as an effective national transport network.  

Since 1972, governments have joined the world-wide movement to achieve more egalitarian 
management structures for the railways that challenge the status markers and class distinctions of 
traditional organisations. It has been a period of perpetual change, commencing with the Public 
Transport Commission  and passing though the State Rail Authority  era to the Railway Corporation 
of NSW  (RailCorp). In this process, track and infrastructure have been separated from operations, and 
railway freight services have been privatised. Today RailCorp again has a vertically integrated structure 
with responsibility for providing passenger services through its business arms CityRail  and 
Countrylink , and maintaining the electrified CityRail track network. Responsibility for interstate and 
Hunter Valley rail lines was transferred to the Australian Rail Track Corporation  (ARTC) in September 
2004, together with the management of the NSW country freight lines. 
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PART C  
As listed in Section A2.2, key supporting documents are presented in this Part of the Introduction, 
commencing with the RailCorp Historical Themes Matrix, followed by the RailCorp Organisational Evolution 
Chart (NSW Railways ‘Family Tree’) and then key reference maps. 
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C1: RailCorp Historical Themes Matrix  

Note:  Numbering in this table provides the structure for the sections of the report. Text within the report is also cross-referenced back to this table. 
 

2: PEOPLING AUSTRALIA  

NSW Historic Themes RailCorp Historic Themes Examples 

2.1 Aboriginal cultures and interactions with 
other cultures 

2.1.1 Railway impacts on Aboriginal cultures 

2.1.2 Employment of Aborigines  

  

Railway trikes, quads, trailers; fettlers’ tools; railway tents 

CPH rail motors ‘that took our girls to Cootamundra Girls Home’ 
(CPH 18) 

2.2 Migration – Migrant labour 

 

2.2.1 Migrants as railway promoters and managers 

2.2.2 Using migrant labour for railway construction 

2.2.3 Moving migrants inland 

Cooma Railway Station (as destination for migrants) 

Carriages used for migrant trains 

3: DEVELOPING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ECONOMIE S 

NSW Historic Themes RailCorp Historic Themes Examples 

3.1 Pastoralism:  breeding, raising, processing and 
distribution of livestock for human use. 

3.1.1 Transporting livestock and their products 

3.1.2 Servicing the pastoral industry 

Stock Yards, Loading Ramps  (Cooma Railway Precinct) 

4-wheel open wagons,  cattle wagons, refrigerator vans  

3.2 Forestry:  Processing, transporting and utilising 
timber products.  

3.2.1 Transporting timber and forest products 

3.2.2 Utilising timber for railway purposes  

Sleeper carrying wagons, sleepers. 

Timber station buildings (Broadmeadow, (Platform 2/3), Ourimbah 
(Platform 2), Thirlmere, Finley) 

Bridges, platforms, rolling stock. 

3.3 Agriculture:  cultivation and rearing of plant and 
animal species, usually for commercial proposes. 

3.3.1 Transporting crops 

3.3.2 Transporting agricultural supplies and machinery 

Tenterfield and Finley Railway Precincts  

Bulk grain wagons, louvre vans, open wagons 

3.4 Industry:  developing NSW industrial capacity 3.4.1 Railway workshops Chullora Railway Workshops; Goulburn Railway Precinct; shop 
floor tools & equipment 

Rolling stock built by railway workshops: Locomotives M 78 
(1877), 2029 (1911), 3085 (1912), 3137 (1916), 3526 (1917), 3609 
(1928), 3820 (1947), 7100 (1952);  

3.5 Mining:  processing and distribution of coal and 
mineral ores. 

3.5.1 Transporting coal and minerals 

 

Eskbank Railway Precinct; Parramatta weighing station 
(remnants) 

Non-air coal hopper wagon L 953; bogie coal hopper wagon FCH 
32259; BLH limestone hopper wagon 
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3: DEVELOPING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ECONOMIE S (Continued) 

NSW Historic Themes RailCorp Historic Themes Examples 

3.6 Technology  – Activities and processes 
associated with the knowledge or use of mechanical 
arts and applied sciences 

3.6.1 Locomotive design and technological 
development  

3.6.2 Coaching stock design and technological 
development  

3.6.3 Electric carriage design and technological 
development  

3.6.4 Freight vehicle design and technological 
development  

3.6.5 Rail motor design and technological development  

William Thow’s standard locomotives, 3203 (1891), 3214 (1892), 
3001T (1903), 5096 (1907), 3085 (1912), 3137 (1916) 

Lucy designed locomotives 3526 (1917), 3642 (1926), 5711 
(1930)  

Harold Young designed 3820 (1947); Beyer Garratt locomotive 
6040 (1956) 

6/8-wheel radial carriages W 666/560; end-platform carriages, 
heritage single-deck electric train; first double-deck electric car set 
(world’s first), single-deck inter-urban electric train set  

Rail motor CPH 18; rail cars DEB diesel cars, 620/720 diesel 
railcars  

3.7 Communication: creation and conveyance of 
information. 

3.7.1 Mail trains and parcels service 

3.7.2 Railway telegraph service 

3.7.3 Signalling and safe working  

3.7.4 Customer information systems 

 

Railway parcels offices, railway parcels stamps, luggage trolleys, 
scales; mail vans, fast electric parcels van 

Morse sounders; railway telephone exchanges 

Signal Boxes and equipment; train control boards; signals 

Train indicator boards  

3.8 Transport: moving of people and goods from 
one place to another, and systems for the provision 
of such services. 

3.8.1 Building the railway network  

3.8.2 Pioneer lines 

3.8.3 Rail to ship interchange 

3.8.4 Maintaining the railway network 

3.8.5 Making railway journeys 

3.8.6 Transport of goods 

Lewisham Viaducts; Lithgow Zig Zag; Hawkesbury River Bridges; 
Strathfield Flyover; Thirlmere Railway Precinct; Werris Creek 
Railway Precinct. Track maintenance equipment–trikes quads and 
trailers; fettlers’ tools. 

Booking Offices; Edmondson date press; ticket cupboard and 
racks; platform gates; railway scales, railway stamp imprint 
machine. Goods sheds. 
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3: DEVELOPING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ECONOMIE S (Continued) 

NSW Historic Themes RailCorp Historic Themes Examples 

3.9 Environment – Cultural landscapes: the 
shaping of their physical surroundings by human 
activity  

3.9.1 Creating railway landscapes 

3.9.2 Environmental footprints 

Zig Zag Railway Lithgow; Ten Tunnel Deviation 

Hawk Mount to Gosford railway, including Hawkesbury Railway 
Bridge and Mullet Creek vistas 

3.10 Events:  Activities that mark the consequences 
of natural and cultural occurrences. 

3.10.1 Railway celebrations and commemorations 

3.10.2 Responding to natural disasters  

 

Ceremonial spade & barrow; foundation stones at Central Station; 
Great Northern Railway Engineering Markers; flags 

VIP carriages: Governor General’s, State Governor’s, Premier’s; 
commemorative coins; train timetables for 1954 Royal Tour. 

Water tank wagons  

4. BUILDING SETTLEMENTS, TOWNS AND CITIES  

NSW Historic Themes RailCorp Historic Themes Examples 

4.1 Towns, suburbs and villages: Activities 
associated with creating, planning and managing 
urban functions, landscapes and lifestyles in towns, 
suburbs and villages 

4.1.1 Shaping inland settlements 

4.1.2 Creation of railway towns 

4.1.3 Impacts of railways on urban form  

 

Central Station, Newcastle Station; Albury Station 

Werris Creek, Tenterfield and Goulburn railway precincts 

Artarmon, St Leonards, Kotara; Sydney’s City Railway; Museum, 
St James, Circular Quay, Wynyard and Town Hall stations; 
Eastern Suburbs Railway; Hamilton  

4.2 Utilities:  Activities associated with the provision 
of services,  

 

4.2.1 Provision of railway water supplies 

4.2.2 Making gas /generating electricity  

Railway Water Supplies (Thirlmere Rail Heritage Centre; 
Hawkesbury River and Gosford Stations) 

Gas Works/Power Stations (Werris Creek; Newcastle; Electrical 
sub-stations (Strathfield, Argyle Street). 

4.3 Accommodation:  the provision of 
accommodation and particular types of 
accommodation. 

4.3.1 Servicing and accommodating railway employees 

4.3.2 Servicing and accommodating passengers  

Station Master’s Residences; Barracks; Gatekeepers Cottages, 
track gang camps;  

Railway Refreshment Rooms and equipment; dining/ buffet 
carriages, sleeping carriages  
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5. WORKING 

NSW Historic Themes RailCorp Historic Themes Examples 

5.1 Labour: work practices and organised and 
unorganised labour. 

5.1.1 Railway operations workers 

5.1.2 Railway work culture 

5.1.3 Operational health and safety 

5.1.4 Rail heritage volunteers 

Guard’s lamps; baggage trolleys; docket boards; Bundy clock; 
fettler’s tools; pay bus FP 1; railway ambulance items; first-aid 
boxes & stretchers. 

Office wings at Central Station; Newcastle Station; office furniture; 
Railway Credit Unions. 

6. EDUCATING AUSTRALIANS 

NSW Historic Themes RailCorp Historic Themes Examples 

6.1 Education:  teaching and learning by children 
and adults 

6.1.1 Apprenticeships and cadetships 

6.1.2 Educating people in regional locations 

Railway Institute buildings/classrooms (Cooma and Werris Creek); 
apprentice built scale model trains and display boards; Railway 
instruction carriage; safe-working instruction car. 

7. GOVERNING 

NSW Historic Themes RailCorp Historic Themes Examples 

7.1 Government and administration:  the 
administration of public programs/services 

7.1.1 Railway administration 

7.1.2 Federation and railways 

7.1.3 Railway time 

Traffic Branch head office Central Station; board room; railway 
telegraphic systems/equipment; Commissioners’ carriages; 
engineer’s inspection car; officer’s inspection car.  

Platform clocks; railway watches; watch rack 

7.2 Defence:  defending places from hostile 
takeover and occupation 

7.2.1 Transporting troops and equipment 

7.2.2 Manufacturing defence equipment and munitions 

7.2.3 Remembering the fallen 

Federation Line; US Army DE loco 7923; US Army breakdown 
cranes 1080, 1083 

Chullora railway workshops 

Rolls of honour for railway workers 

7.3 Law and Order:  Activities associated with 
maintaining, promoting and implementing criminal 
and civil law and legal processes 

7.3.1 Transporting legal personnel and prisoners 

7.3.2 Protecting railway travellers 

Railway prison van BKD 711 

Transit police statutes, uniforms and equipment 
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8. DEVELOPING AUSTRALIA’S CULTURAL LIFE 

NSW Historic Themes RailCorp Historic Themes Examples 

8.1 Sport: Activities associated with organised 
recreational and health promotional activities 

8.1.1 Moving people to sporting events Olympic Park Station; special trains; branches/stations at 
racecourses; horse box; greyhound carriage  

8.2 Leisure: recreation and leisure activities 8.2.1 Railway tourism  

8.2.2 Moving people to events and leisure activities 

Katoomba, Medlow Bath, Mt Victoria stations; railway travel 
posters; Travellers’ Mutual Aid; Heritage Pullman carriages. 
Newcastle and Cronulla railway stations  

8.3 Creative endeavour: Activities associated with 
the production and performance of literary, artistic, 
architectural and other imaginative or inventive 
works 

8.3.1 Evolution of design in railway engineering and 
architecture  

8.3.2 Railway gardens 

8.3.3 Railway art, folklore and music 

Whitton station designs: Fairfield, Parramatta, Mittagong, Moss 
Vale, Scone, Muswellbrook, Mt Victoria, Bowenfels. 

NSW standard roadside station (William Mason): Goulburn, West 
Maitland, Junee. 

Federation/Queen Anne designs: Sydney Central; Artarmon, 
Roseville, Gordon. 

North American influences: Sydney electric station, St James / 
Wynyard underground. 

Inter-War Functionalist/Art Deco: Civic, Cronulla stations, Railway 
House (York Street); Silver City Comet train. 

Redfern, Killara, Glenbrook station gardens. 

Railway head office art collection; Australian railway folklore 
centre, Werris Creek. 

8.4 Social institutions:  Activities and organis-
ational arrangements for the provision of social 
activities 

8.4.1 Social activities for railway workers 

 

Railway Institute Buildings (tennis and bowls activities) railway 
bands; railway football and cricket clubs; railway picnics 

9. MARKING THE PHASES OF LIFE 

NSW Historic Themes RailCorp Historic Themes Examples 

9.1 Birth and death:  Activities associated with the 
final stages of human life and burying the dead 

9.1.1 Funerary trains 

9.1.2 Remembering railway accidents 

Mortuary Station; coffin holder.  

Monuments/plaques to rail disasters; Australian Railway 
Monument Werris Creek. 

9.2 Persons:  Activities of and associations with 
identifiable individuals, families and communities 

9.2.1 Significant railway identities 

 

Statues/plaques/memorabilia to/of railway engineers, 
commissioners, entrepreneurs. 
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C2: RailCorp Organisational Evolution Chart 

PRIVATE SECTOR NSW GOVERNMENT   OTHER GOVERNMENT
Oct 1849

1853

May 1856
Jan 1855

Jan 1887
Government Railways Act

1857

1887

Railways (Amendment) Bill 1917
1901

1932 Tramways to Dept Roads
& Tramways 1912

1942

1972

1976

1980
1980

1989

1996 1992

1999

1998
2004

2000

2002

Sydney Railway
Company

Hunter River 
Railway Company

NSW Railway 
Commissioners appointed

Secretary for Public Works

Railway Branch

Department of Public Works

NSW Self-Government
Legislative Assembly

Minister for Railways

Railway Construction 
Branch

Railway 
Commissioners

Department of 
Railways & TramwaysSilverton Tramway 

Company
Commonwealth 
Government of 

Australia

Commonwealth 
Railways

Railway OperationsRailway Construction

Minister for Transport

Public Transport Commission 
(PTC) of NSW

Urban Transit 
Authority

State Rail Authority 
(SRA) of NSW

Property GroupCountry Passenger 
(Countrylink)

CityRailFreight Rail 
(FreightCorp)

National Rail (NR) 
Corporation

Silverton Rail
Rail Access 

Corporation (RAC)
Railway Service 
Authority (RSA)

Rail Infrastructure 
Corporation (RIC)

Australian National 
Railways (ANR)

Sold Genessee & 
Wyoming Railroad and 
Great Southern Railway 
1997

National Rail 
Consortium

Pacific National 
(PN)

Australian Rail 
Track CorporationRail Corporation of NSW 

(RailCorp)

Metropolitan Network - 
owned/managed by RailCorp

Interstate & Hunter Network - leased 
& Managed by ARTC

Country Network - 
Owned by RIC, managed by ARTC
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C3.1 CityRail Network Map 
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C3.2 Countrylink Network Map 
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C3.3 RailCorp Metropolitan Network Property Map 

 

 


