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Book News 

  

1066 The Saxon Times 

The Saxon Times is scheduled for publication first as an e-book, 1st  March 2016, and then as a paperback, 

1st May 2016. 

It will look at the events of 1066 through the eyes of the reporters for The Saxon Times commenting on 

political issues, foreign news, court news as well as the threats of invasion and the battles that led to the 

conquest of England.  

There will be ‘eye witness’ reports from the consecration of West Minster Abbey and the coronation of 

King Harold II to Duke William’s advance on London and the fall of the capital.  

The final issue of the newspaper will be on 31st December 1066 and has the exclusive that Duke William 

has been discovered seeking refuge in a nunnery in Barking – a fine King he’ll turn out to be! 

 

History Walks 4 Hastings to Rye 

It is one of the most picturesque routes in the South-East of England and follows the Saxon Shore Way 

to Cliff End and beyond; to Pett Level, Winchelsea, Camber Castle and Rye. 

‘Hastings and Rye’ just slips off the tongue, both Cinque Ports, both have a long history and both are 

linked together by a road, rail and public footpaths and, of course, there must be a walking guide that 

links the two. Surprisingly, this is hard to find and as a result, there is a need for a new short History Walk, 

‘Walking Hastings to Rye’ and number 4 in the series. 

One of the walks can be taken at a more leisurely pace that enjoys, or rather avoids the rather more 

extreme route of the coastal path to Fairlight, and is a walk that can be enjoyed by people with at least 

a little country walking experience. The walk is split into three sections, handy for a Stagecoach bus back 

to Hastings and each with a pub at the end to celebrate the walk and a chance to explore Winchelsea, 

Camber Castle and Rye. Walk the next section another time after all 12 miles is still 12 miles whether you 

walk it all in one go or over a couple of days. Even the climb up to East Hill can be circumvented, for if 

the steps are too daunting you can always ride up in style on the East Hill Lift, I won’t tell if you don’t tell! 

The second walk is a little bit more of a challenge, at least for the first part to Fairlight. This ‘undulating’ 

coastal route is just as demanding as parts of the Cornish Coastal Path and enough to set the pulse racing 

with steps fit for giants, steepish descents and over 1000 feet to climb and at the end, a quick jog down 

to The Cove at Fairlight for that well deserved pint with the bus stop on the road just outside to take you 

back to Hastings.  

Either route will take you to Rye in a day with time to spare although I did leave the rest and recuperation 

until the end with sandwiches for a picnic on the beach at Cliffe End, about halfway.  If you are travelling 

light, The Smugglers pub by the beach does food and from there it is almost flat all the way to Rye, unless 

you make the detour up the hill to Winchelsea to visit this historic town. 

The guide book for this 12 mile History Walk will be available from Hastings Tourist Information in late 

January (2016), price £2.50. 



Celebrate 2016 

2016 is a big year for 1066 Harold’s Way. 

It is the anniversary of the Battle of Hastings 1066 and to honour this significant event walkers, who finish 

the 100 miles from Westminster Abbey to Battle Abbey during 2016, will receive a special certificate to 

mark their achievements. 

 
 

The Certificate is available to download at www.1066haroldsway.co.uk  

 

 

  
Blog News 

The Saxon Times  

On this Day 

 

 

Follow the blog for a summary of the news in 1066 

www.historywalksblog.wordpress.com 

http://www.1066haroldsway.co.uk/
https://historywalksblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/2016-certificate-format-harold-french-script-v4-signed.png


Talks 

1066 Harold’s Way 

Following in the footsteps of King Harold II on his epic journey to the Battle of Hastings 1066 

Three Castles and an Ironmaster’s House 

An enjoyable and illuminating journey in search of the history of the High Weald. With stories to tell of 

Mechanical Riots, Vengeful Dragons, Mad Jack’s Follies and other tales that highlight this part of Kent and 

Sussex. 

1066 The Saxon Times   

Such an eventful year that changed the course of history but it is not just about the Battle of Hastings. 

Follow  the story of 1066 as seen through the eyes of The Saxon Times Reporters from the consecration of 

West Minster Abbey, Tostig’s Travels, Hailey’s Comet, preparations for war, strategies and battles 

throughn to the Coronation of Duke William on 25th December 1066. 

‘Ask Brother Ealdred’s column gives advice on herbal and natural remedies and a ‘Food Section’ looks at 

the latest recipes from the new Norman food culture. 

New Talks for 2016: 1066 William’s Way 

King Harold has been killed and Duke William’s Norman Knights are itching to conquer Saxon England but 

Duke William has a plan. This fascinating talk follows the Norman army on their circuitous march on 

London that wreaked havoc across the South-East of England, seen through the eyes of William of 

Jumièges and reporters from The Saxon Times.  

 

 

 

 

 

Contact 

 

 

  

Highlights of 2015 were the talks given to the National Trust Local Group, Old Hastings Preservation 

Society as part of the Hastings Week and to a very well supported Whitfield (Dover) Gardners Club 

when I stepped in almost at the last minute. 

There are very limited dates available in the first half of 2016 with some availability remaining for June 

to December. Background to the talks can be found on The Speakers List and on my website. Please 

telephone or e-mail for availabilty. 

 

Tel:   01424 425 888 / 07766 604 654 

Web:  www.1066haroldsway.co.uk 

Blog  www.historywalksblog.wordpress.com  

Books: 

 1066 Harold's Way 

 Three Castles and an Ironmaster's House  

 The Saxon Times publication 2016 

 1066 Harold's Way, The Final Journey due 2017 

Shorter Walks 

 A Green St Leonards Walk 

 Two Battle Circular Walks 

 1066 Bodiam Castle to Battle Abbey via Vinehall 

Talks  The Speakers List www.thespeakerslist.com 

http://www.1066haroldsway.co.uk/
http://www.historywalksblog.wordpress.com/


1066 Harold’s Way 

On Sunday 4th October, 2015, a group of 35 

walkers completed the final section of an epic 

100 mile journey, retracing the final steps of King 

Harold. 

Walkers from West Essex Ramblers and Redbridge 

Ramblers combined to reach Battle Abbey after 

walking the 100 miles from Westminster Abbey.  

This long distance walk is based on the Roman 

road network that was still in use in King Harold’s 

time and traces his probable route to the Battle of 

Hastings.  

The final climb to Battle Abbey was in the week 

leading up to the anniversary celebrations for the 

Battle of Hastings.  

The groups chose to adopt 1066 Harold’s Way as 

their long distance walk for 2015, walking an 

average of 10 miles a month. The route, on public 

footpaths, visited Greenwich, Dartford and 

Rochester before turning south to Maidstone, 

Staplehurst, Sissinghurst and Bodiam Castle.  

Walk 10, Bodiam Castle to Battle Abbey via 

Sedlescombe, takes in some of the best views of 

the High Weald and with the luck of Harold the 

ramblers enjoyed perfect walking weather and a 

pint at The Queen’s Head, Sedlescombe.  

I met the group in front of Battle Abbey to 

congratulate them and hand out certificates and 

passports to the group.  

Roger, who led the walk, said: “Just wanted to say 

a big thank you for creating most enjoyable long 

distance walk. Some wonderful scenery, a great 

route and being part of the history of 1066 have all 

added to some great memories of the walk from 

Westminster Abbey. 

 



1066 Harold’s Way 

The Mayflower, Rotherhithe 

It was a cold but bright January day and, away 

from the army of tourists and the shoppers, 

desperate to catch the final sales, it was perfect for 

a walk to Greenwich. 

The Thames was grey, rippled from the wake of 

the Thames Clippers as we walked first along the 

Embankment and then the South Bank past Tower 

Bridge through Bermondsey. At Rotherhithe, 

halfway to Greenwich, it was the perfect time for 

a perfect pint, the sun streaming through the 

window. 

It was just for a little while as there were still four 

miles to walk before ‘The Cutty Sark’, the ship not 

the pub, and the end of Walk 1. 

 

  

1066 Harold’s Way The Final Journey 

Battle Abbey to Rushlake Green 

On a hot summers day in 2014, I finished what I 

thought would be a walk that would see the start 

of 1066 Harold’s Way The Final Journey. 

On paper, the route was perfect, walking along 

The Malfosse and the ancient Wadhurst Lane 

before the final climb up to Netherfield and The 

White Hart with its magnificent views towards the 

South Downs.  

The White Hart did not disappoint. 

Sitting in the sheltered garden drinking Harvey’s 

was a treat and gave me time to think about this 

Walk. 

 

The landlord was most interested in The Final 

Journey and he said that he welcomed walkers – 

even offering space in the car park to park cars for 

future walks. 

 On to 2015 and Walk 1 had been revised to fit in 

with the overall route to Bosham and would now 

finish at Rushlake Green. 

This year, our group of History Walkers walked 

past The White Hart which looked somewhat 

different to the previous year. Now clothed in grey 

wood it had a hand painted sign saying ‘Open’ 

which would later prove to be providential. 

Netherfield is now just over one hour from the 

start of the walk and with another 6 miles to go it 

was a little early to enter – if we had only set off 

later. 

It was a good walk but that promised pint at 

Rushlake Green did not materialise – ‘Closed for 

Refurbishment’ the sign said, ‘Open Next 

Weekend’ we were informed. 

There was great enthusiasm for a return to The 

White Hart but this time by car.  

https://historywalksblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/imgp1955.jpg


 

 

1066 Harold’s Way The Final Journey 

Rushlake Green to Chiddingly 

 

13th June 

With holidays and other commitment reducing 

numbers, it was left to just us four and Poppy and 

Shadow to complete the second walk to 

Chiddingly. Nicola bravely undertook the map 

reading and led us away from Rushlake Green, 

across the infant River Cuckmere, on the path to 

Warbleton and the opportunity to look inside the 

Church of St Mary the Virgin, the place where 

Richard Woodman denounced the Rector’s 

catholic preaching which ultimately led to Richard 

being one of the Lewes Martyrs burnt at the stake 

in 1557. There is a memorial to Richard in the 

churchyard and a plaque on the wall in Lewes 

which we will pass on the Lewes to Hassocks walk 

later in the year.  

Leaving the churchyard for Vines cross heralded 

views across the valley southwards and to the 

north, Heathfield lined the ridge and below, the 

spire of Old Heathfield church stark white against 

the countryside. 

 

 

Big fields, hills and valleys and streams to cross 

before the climb up to Vines Cross and what must 

be the smallest library in the country. It is really a 

book exchange but whatever you take away you 

have to carry it until the finish at Chiddingly. 

 

 

https://historywalksblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/p1000255-copy.jpg
https://historywalksblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/p1000224.jpg


  

An opportunity for a water stop by the duck pond 

on Foords Lane before heading off to Horam and 

the Cuckoo Trail.  

With gates and stiles missing, the walk instructions 

needed to be amended but not before our first 

and only mishap that led us only a little out of our 

way. Back on track we soon walked the final mile 

to Horam and a lunch stop in the sunshine. 

 

 

The Cuckoo Trail, Cogger’s Cross and Swanscombe 

Lane led to Gun Hill and a meeting with the Weald 

Way that we would follow to the Six Bells at 

Chiddingly. There was jazz playing in the Vicarage 

garden and the village was busy with a summer 

fete. What we believed to be a quiet rural pub was 

‘packed’ to the rafters and we were assured that it 

was like this every weekend. Still there was a table 

free in the garden and I was able to award 

certificates to Nicola and Nick for completing 1066 

Harold’s Way. Well done. 

 

 

1066 Harold’s Way The Final Journey 

Chiddingly to Lewes. It started warm and 

continued warm on the day that we climbed Cliffe 

Hill above Lewes. Back up to proper numbers it 

was a lovely sunny day with a faint breeze in the 

air as we left Chiddingly through the churchyard 

towards Whitesmith and Vert Wood, sounds 

altogether posher than just plain Green Wood, 

and the long straight path through the woods.   



 

Hannah and Louise, fresh from their adventures in 

Vietnam set a blistering pace with the walk 

instructions that we declined to follow and 

meandered along in our own time.  

This first section along the levels towards Ringmer 

was a mixture of green lanes and bridleways, 

shaded from the sun and enjoyable to walk, just 

mind the tree roots and rabbit holes. 

 

 

Across the airfield, low on the horizon was Cliffe 

Hill, from this distance it never seems so high but 

taken in easy stages it would not take long to 

climb. A picnic lunch first to comply with one of the 

rules of walking – there is always a hill straight 

after lunch!  

But it was worth it to look back from below the 

Glyndebourne wind turbine over almost the whole 

of The Final Journey to the east, from Netherfield, 

Warbleton and Horam to the valley below, it was 

some sight even on this hazy day. 

 

 

The final climb was up towards Cliffe Hill.it is an 

amazing place and one of my favourite views on 

Final Journey. It is the undulating hills that 

matched the paintings and drawings of Eric 

Ravilious that are synonymous with the South 

Downs. The clear skies sharpen the landscape of 

ridges and valleys as the breeze rustles the grass. 

There is always time to stop and stare. 

This time, we walked across the golf course but 

this final section to Lewes will be re-routed across 

the summit to walk past the obelisk in 

commemoration of the Lewes martyrs before the 

final descent into town. 

 

 



The Dorset Arms was a fitting end for the issue of 

passports and stickers and for the sale of Three 

Castles and an Ironmaster’s House, last year’s 

walk.  

 

 

 

Remember Cliffe Hill is 518ft high at the summit 

and we can all say that we have bagged a 

‘Marilyn’! 

For the definition of a Marilyn, visit:  

http://www.hill-bagging.co.uk/Marilyns.php 

1066 Harold’s Way The Final Journey 

Lewes to Hassocks 

 21st August 2015ready for the off from Lewes 

Station on a bright and warm August day. Mike 

and Martin travelled up from Hampshire to join 

the group for the first time on Final Journey and 

hope to walk more of the final sections to Bosham 

next year. 

Up to High Street and the war memorial with views 

across to the Martyrs obelisk on Cliffe Hill and then 

to look at the tablet on the front wall of the Town 

Hall, formerly the Star Inn before walking towards 

the Castle and through the Castle Gate. The 

bowling greens on the right hand side were once 

the site of the Castle Tilting Ground but since 1640 

has seen more peaceful battles.  

Away from the Castle is a more peaceful Lewes as 

we descend towards The Pells and the River Ouse 

for the idyllic river walk to Hamsey and then across 

the harvested fields to Barcombe. 

Our first stop was in Barcombe Churchyard and 

although the benches were already taken it was 

still an opportunity to look back at Cliffe Hill  

 

 

 

http://www.hill-bagging.co.uk/Marilyns.php


 

 

And now for one of the highlights of this section, 6 

miles of old Roman road that starts close to 

Barcombe and will continue all the way to 

Ditchling. This old road starts unassumingly but 

soon becomes recognisable as a green lane and 

bridleway on a small ridge in the lea of and parallel 

to the South Downs.  

After skirting Plumpton Racecourse, we stopped at 

the story board about Plumpton Cross and the 

memorial to the Battle of Lewes across the valley 

on the South Downs, being pointed out here by 

Martin.  

 

  

And then on to Streat to admire the wonderful 17th 

century Streat Place seen through the gates where 

our admiring glances were all caught on CCTV. 

 

I had kept the party going with tales of Bedlam 

Ales and the Bull at Ditchling and in a break with 

tradition, walk stickers were awarded early at this 

superb watering hole. With just a 1½ miles to go to 

Hassocks and its station there would be no delay 

for people with trains to catch.  

Just 30 mins left to continue along the Roman road 

which we left just before Keymar where it veers to 

the north as we continue past the restored 

windmill to the finish at Hassocks Station. 

  



Three Castles and an Ironmaster’s House 

                  

 
Such good dogs and a joy to walk with. We shared 

many miles together and at the end of a walk they 

both just stretched out on the ground for a well-

earned rest. Oh that we could do the same but 

needs must, we had the duty of sampling the beer, 

well someone has to do it. Poppy will be 

remembered by us all whenever and wherever we 

walk. 

I walked the first three sections again this year 

with Daphne, Judy and Mark (Walk 1). My way of 

keeping walking fit and I needed it at times. 

 

From Robertsbridge to Benenden the weather was 

kind to us at the end of April even allowing a picnic 

at Sandhurst. It was just as well that Daphne and 

Judy desired a coffee for as we retired to The 

Swan, beer for Mark and me, the heavens opened. 

By the time we left it was dry again for the rest of 

the walk to The Bull at Benenden where Mark got 

his certificate. 

 Walk 2 was a lot quicker as we talked and walked 

to Sissinghurst Castle, for our picnic lunch, and 

then on to Cranbrook. Stickers awarded at The 

White Hart. 

Walk 3, the walk with three hills, was a dry and 

warm August day as we reminisced about past 

walks, the vengeful dragon of Angley Wood, 

Napoleon’s horse at Glassenbury, smugglers at 

Goudhurst, music at Finchcocks, tea at Scotney 

Castle and an ice cream at Lamberhurst. It was a 

memorable day for us all with the award of 

certificates for Daphne and Judy. 

                  

 

Books And Booklets

https://historywalksblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/p1000225.jpg
https://historywalksblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/p1000239.jpg
https://historywalksblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/p1000831.jpg
https://historywalksblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/p1000850.jpg


 

 

 

 



   

Celebrate the 950th Anniversary of  

the Battle of Hastings 

14th October 1066 

 

 

 


