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Walk 9    Sissinghurst to Bodiam Castle 

Saturday 21st September 2013 

Distance  11 miles     Walking Time: 41/2 hours 

 

Weather.  

Just perfect, not too hot, no rain and the ground had dried out 

from the rain a few days earlier 

 

The Walk.  

With late holidays being taken, including a trek up to Machu 

Picchu, it was left to Jim, Sharon and Paul to support Harold’s 

Way on the penultimate walk of 2013, all unaware of the treats 

in store along the way. The newly re-opened ‘The Milk House’ in 

Sissinghurst was the starting point – too early to give it a try but 

it will certainly be a reward at the end of Walk 8 in 2014.  

With our usual guides away, steering was left to me but this would 

be no hardship with such a small group.  

Immediately there were comments about the views and the 

surprise house in the woods but in 2013 it was losing a few roof 

tiles. Up to the High Weald Trail and along to Benenden School 

grounds before joining the Roman road down towards Iden Green. 

Once again, I would love to be able to walk the Roman road but 

for the moment it remains off limits. 
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And on to The Woodcock, tucked away but a feature of Walk 9. 

Inside the low beams would catch Paul and me but with a glass in 

hand and seated we were all ready to discuss the world. For once, 

will power triumphed and your leader led a rather disgruntled 

group back into the fresh air to continue the walk to Sandhurst 

and our picnic lunch, supplemented by blackberries.  

After Sandhurst we re-joined the Roman road to Sandhurst Cross 

and then the Kent Ditch and the county border – passports at the 

ready. Up to the fingerpost to follow the Sussex Border Path to 

Bodiam Castle.  

The suggestion of tea at the NT café was swiftly declined and we 

adjourned to The Castle for the toast and the award of stickers for 

Walk 9. Jim Sharon and Paul are all getting closer to the full 100 

miles – 2014 I’m sure will be your year. 

Thank you to Paul, Jim and Sharon for sharing the walk and Stef’s 

Taxis to take me home.  
 

 

 

  

  
 

 


