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Walk 10  Bodiam Castle to Battle Abbey 

Saturday 12th October 2013 

Distance  10 miles     Walking Time: 41/2 hours 

 

Weather.  

The omens had not been good but with the luck of Harold, the 

forecast changed from ‘sodden, wet and miserable’ to a happy and 

smiling crew with the weather ‘just perfect, not too hot and no 

rain.  

The Walk.  

Back to full strength for the final Harold’s Way walk of 2013, with 

Paul, Jim, Sharon, Mark and Mike set to earn a new sticker for 

their collection. Hannah, Gemma and Louise, although dismayed 

that they had to carry their own packs after the luxury of Machu 

Picchu, led the group away from Bodiam Castle with only a little 

‘steering’ from the back seat driver at the rear. The first of many 

challenging stiles safely negotiated we climbed towards Ewhurst 

Green full of chatter about holidays, rugby and other important 

news. The wildflower meadow, resplendent in May and June was 

now just long grass but ahead of us was the hill. In summer with 

crops in the field there have been occasions when a clear path has 

been marked but in October, ploughed and wet, it becomes a 

major obstacle. With the recent heavy rain the decision was made 

to go round the field rather than over it but walking was still 

tricky and energy sapping. 
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Across the motocross circuit, being re-fenced for an event the next 

day with more rain forecast, it was back to pasture. The horses 

seemed to think that I had food in my backpack but soon lost 

interest. More stiles and more grass to clean our boots before Brede 

Woods, home to wild ponies, and up to the lunch stop overlooking 

Sedlescombe Church. As Louise put it, we had lunch with a right 

cow before continuing to Sedlescombe refreshments at the very 

welcoming Queen’s Head. 

The final three miles took us up the hill to Battle Abbey and we 

were all in fine spirits for the photo shoot in front of the Abbey 

gates. Stickers were awarded in the King’s Head in front of the 

dedicated 1066 Harold’s Way wall and plans were made for 

2014. Jim Sharon and Hannah all need one walk to complete the 

full hundred, Louise 2 and Mark and Paul 4 sections. Dates for all 

these walks will be posted in the New Year 

Thank you to all the 1066 Harold’s Way walkers for sharing the 

journey with me. 
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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10100256301846446&set=a.722315821746.2248833.60502323&type=1&relevant_count=1&ref=nf

