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July 29, 2016 

 
 

Ms. Donna Brazile 
Chairwoman, Democratic National Committee 
430 South Capitol Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
 
Dear Chairwoman Brazile: 
 

As Democrats across the country celebrate your appointment as the interim 
chairwoman of our party, I want to congratulate and thank you for assuming this 
important post. I am confident that under your talented leadership, we will continue to 
grow our party.  

 
Like so many Democratic leaders across America, I have worked hard to advance 

policies that grow the middle class, promote opportunities for minority and women- 
owned businesses, and support the local economies of communities crippled by the Great 
Recession. 

 
One of the communities affected by the economic downturn is Cambridge, 

Maryland, a beautiful, historic town on the banks of the Choptank River that is home to 
thousands of good, hardworking Marylanders. I’ve met many of them during my frequent 
visits to Cambridge over the last 10 years as Comptroller.  

 
Thanks to the commitment and diligent work of many community leaders and 

elected officials, small business owners, and citizens, Cambridge is on the rise and has 
made tremendous strides in rebuilding its economy. 

 
That’s why as a proud Democrat and an even prouder Marylander, I was bothered 

and disappointed to learn of a disparaging and highly inappropriate comment that a 
senior DNC staffer made about Cambridge in an email.  

 
Had that individual spent more than a few hours in Cambridge – visiting its 

charming main street, meeting its warm and welcoming residents, enjoying its scenic 
views, and learning about its history and culture – I trust that he would have reached a 
different conclusion than the one he ignorantly shared.  
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 Throughout the years, Cambridge has proudly hosted a number of Democratic 
gatherings and visits from a long list of Party leaders, including President Obama, Vice 
President Biden, Secretary Clinton, and Leader Pelosi. I’m certain they have a much 
different perception of this beautiful city.  
 

Over the course of this political season, we have all learned that uninformed and 
intemperate language has consequences and that we must celebrate all of our people 
rather than tear some of them down. In that spirit, I’d like to extend an invitation to you to 
visit Cambridge.  

 
I would be delighted to take you on a tour and visit some of the beloved 

establishments, such as Snappers Waterfront Café, where you can sample its famous 
Jordan’s Crabby Nachos while enjoying a priceless view of Cambridge Creek; RaR 
Brewing, a budding microbrewery in the heart of the historic district; and longtime staples 
like Craig’s Drug Store and Simmons Center Market that have served local residents for 
more than a century. I’m confident that after visiting Cambridge, you would share the 
affection and appreciation for Cambridge that I have. 

 
I look forward to hearing from you soon, and to hosting your visit to Cambridge. 

Thank you for consideration, and once again, congratulations. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 

Peter Franchot 
Comptroller 

 
 
CC: The Honorable Victoria Jackson-Stanley, Mayor of Cambridge 
 The Honorable Ricky Travers, President, Dorchester County Council  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


