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“The secret  

of change  

is to focus  

all of your  

energy,  

not on  

fighting  

the old,  

but on  

building  

the new.” 
 
 

~Socrates 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

simple to make.  They are made of 3 
components:  plastic water line, 5 gallon 
buckets and concrete.  Our goal is to make 
100-150 of these shrubs.  If you, your family, 
or your friends would like to take on building 
some of these important habitat structures 
give us a call and we can further discuss the 
project.  If you know of contractors or 
suppliers that would help out with providing 

Central Park Lake Restoration Project In Full Swing -  
A Look Behind the Scenes 

By:  Brad Mormann 

Engineering for the Central Park Lake 
Restoration Project is in full swing.  We are 
working closely with our Department of 
Natural Resources Lake Restoration, 
Fisheries and Engineering partners to 
finalize all aspects of the project, from the 
locations of permanent fish habitat, like rock 
reefs and boulder piles, to the dimensions 
of the new fishing pier.   
 
From complex drawings 
to simple graphics it is all 
coming together and 
there are opportunities for 
you to be a part of their 
implementation.  One 
such opportunity involves 
the construction of 
underwater fish habitat 
“shrubs.”  These shrubs 
will last a long time while 
providing places for fish 
to hide and aquatic 
invertebrates to crawl, 
and possibly most 
important, they are not 
easily snagged on while 
fishing.  They are even 
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Current Projects 

materials that’s great too.  Water line odds and ends from 
construction projects can go a long way toward better fish 
populations and fishing success. 

Additional volunteering 
opportunities are 
available with ongoing 
material cleanup in and 
around the lake bed, 
otherwise known as 
treasure hunts by the 
local school groups that 
have already begun the 
process.  As you can 
imagine, if an item has 
ever been brought to the lake, there is probably at least 

one of them in the bottom of the lake.  These items can 
be detrimental to fish and wildlife and contaminate the 
soil.  Volunteers have and will continue to be of value to 
collect what’s on the surface and dispose of properly. 
 
Regarding project timing, construction activities in and 
around the lake are planned to start in June at the 
earliest and will gradually increase throughout the 
summer, fall and winter.  Work will end in the spring/early 
summer of 2018 with final grading and shoreline seeding.  
Most, if not all construction activities will take place during 
the weekdays.   
 
The camping season 
at Central Park will 
open April 15

th
 and 

run through Labor 
Day with camping 
opportunities to be 
assessed after Labor 
Day as construction 
plans are finalized.  
Campers are 
encouraged to enjoy 
camping at the park 
this season but should be aware of possible construction 
noises, smells, and electrical and water service 
interruptions.  Reservations for cabins and pavilion are 
also available through Labor Day.  As always, to acquire 
up-to-date information on the happenings at Central Park 
please feel free to call us a 563-487-3541 and visit our 
webpage at www.jonescountyiowa.org/camping. 
 
This project would not be possible without the 

tremendous outpouring of support from individuals from 

all over the county and 

region.  Not only have 

people been vocal in 

their support for the 

project, many have 

provided monetary 

donations.  Thank you for 

all of your support.  If you 

have not donated to the 

project and still wish to, 

we welcome further 

contributions.  Your 

contributions are 

essential in ensuring all 

aspects of the project are 

completed.  For most 

who have come to enjoy 

Central Park Lake, this is 

a project of a lifetime.  
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Current Projects 

Extended Relaxed Fishing at Central Park Lake 

Conservation 

 Events & News 

 

Jones County 

Ducks Unlimited 

Dinner 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 1 

5:30 - 10 PM 

American Legion 

Oxford Junction 

Tickets:  Single $50 

Couple $70 

Youth $35 

Order online or call 

Joe at (563)543-3740  

 

 

Iowa Hunter  

Education Courses 

 

 

 

 

Visit the IDNR  

Website at  

www.iowadnr.gov/

Hunting/Hunter-

Eduction 

 

 

Annual Jones  

County REAP   

Committee Local 

Grant Review    

Meeting 

 

Monday, August 7  

6 PM 

Central Park  

Nature Center 

 

Join the Jones County Youth Conservation Crew 

The Jones County Conservation Department 
is looking for interested area youth to join our 
new Jones County Youth Conservation 
Crew. 
 
Youth ages 12 - 19 are encouraged to par-
ticipate!  The 
Youth Conserva-
tion Crew will 
meet on Thurs-
day mornings in 
June from 8 AM 
- Noon.   
 
Each day participants will join in leadership 
activities,  educational conservation and 
ecology opportunities, and hands on service 
learning.   
 
Youth will be engaged in important conser-
vation and park projects while working as a 
team, gaining self-esteem, and learning   
social responsibility and respect for the    
environment.    
 
Crew members will be provided work gloves, 
water and snacks, and a crew member t-
shirt.   Members should dress to get dirty 
and be prepared to do physical hands on 

conservation work.   Equipment needed for 
projects will  be provided on site. 
 
Projects could include invasive plant spe-
cies removal, trail maintenance and brush 
clearing, bird house monitoring and mainte-
nance, park clean-up, species surveying 
and monitoring,  fish habitat construction,  
and native plantings and demonstration 
garden care. 
 
Youth participating will gain skills to last a 
lifetime, friendships, natural resource 
knowledge and abilities, and a stronger 
connection to the environment.  Hours of 
service may also be used for community 
service hours at local schools. 
 
Please contact Michele at (319)481-7987  
or naturalist@co.jones.ia.us for more in-
formation or to register as a crew member.   
 
Space is Limited —
Sign Up Today! 

Due to the Central Park Lake Restoration 
Project the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources has extended the relaxed fishing 
regulations at Central Park Lake in Jones 
County until July 1, 2017.  
 
Anglers with a valid fishing license are 
allowed to harvest fish of all species by hook 
and line from Central Park Lake only; the 
new 7-acre pond on the west end of the 
park is not included in the relaxed 
regulations.  
 
Any number of fishing poles 
or jug fishing will be 
allowed. Anglers must 
remain in sight of these 
lines at all times, and follow 
all other fishing regulations 
and area rules.  
 

Specific regulation changes include: 

 Removal of bag and length limit 
restrictions on largemouth bass.  

 Removal of bag limit on channel catfish.  

 Removal of bag limit on crappie and 
bluegill. 

 
Nets, dynamite, trot lines, poison, electric 
shocking devices, or any stupefying 
substances will not be allowed.  It is illegal 
to sell fish or stock captured fish into public 
waters. All navigation rules still apply. The 
normal park hours of 4:30 a.m. until 10:30 
p.m. will remain in effect. 
 
For more information, contact Iowa DNR 
Fisheries Biologist Paul Sleeper at          
319-624-3615 or the Jones County 
Conservation Board at 563-487-3541.  
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Naturalist Notes  

*A Special Thanks* 
 

The Jones County Conservation 
Board would like to thank and 
acknowledge the following individuals, 
clubs, and businesses for their 
continued support and donations.   
 

 Bob George:  Seed vials and wood 

duck box. 

 Derith Vogt & Friends of Jones County 

Conservation and Nature Center:  
Cookies, bars, and soup and fixings 
for winter events, grant writing, and 
new educational tools and books for 
programming. 

 Lavonne Yanda:  Cicadas and 

feathers for programs. 

 Bruce Ehresman—IDNR:  ID booklets 

and brochures. 

 Cecilia Hatcher & the Grant Wood Art 

Gallery:  1970’s Central Park post 
cards. 

 A&A Christmas Tree Farm:  White 

pine for the Christmas Tree Festival. 

 Anamosa Middle School FLEX 

Students:  CP Lake clean up. 

 Patrice Marling, Owen, Sam, and 

Wren Byrne,  Hayli, Jacob, and Riley 
Johnson, Elizabeth Block, Hannah 
Chase, and Jordan Moyer:  CP Lake 
clean up volunteers. 

 Iowa Ornithology Union:  Binoculars 

and field guides for educational 
programs. 

 Dave Eilers:  Rod & reel maintenance. 

 
 
 

Program Wish 

List: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*A  quality bird  

spotting scope. 

*Fossils. 

*Jones County 

clamshell buttons, 

historic images & 

information. 

*Small section of 

tanned mountain       

lion fur. 

*Local artifacts. 

*Rock, fossil, and kids 

nature books. 

*Knee & thigh 

waders.  

(With no leaks) 

*Kids snowshoes. 

*Wood snowshoes - 

different tribal & 

geographical styles. 

*Small plastic  

animal terrariums. 

*Night crawlers. 

*Turtle food - 

pellets. 

*Vegetables (fresh & 

frozen) & fruit for 

turtles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Contact 

Michele at  

(319) 481-7987 

It’s time to dig out those special and unique 
outdoor photos to enter in the 2017 Jones 
County Nature Photography Contest! 
 
First through third place prizes will be 
awarded for the following categories: 
 

 People in Nature 

 Plants in Nature 

 Animals in Nature 

 Scenic Jones County 
 
All entries must be postmarked by May 31.  

2017 Jones County  
Nature Photography Contest  

Central Park Lake Restoration 
Project Donors & Contributors: 

 Friends of Jones County 

Conservation & Nature Center 

 Jones County Community Foundation  

 Lisa & Lynn Mootz 

 Charlie & Patricia Becker 

 Marvin & Janice Gronewold 

 Gary & Sala Knipfer 

 Dustin & Libby Stewart 

 Vicki & Brian Rodenberg 

 Richard & Barbara Colehour 

 Dawn Moriarity 

 Richard & Diana Unsen 

 Pam  & Mike Wink 

 Dan & Carol Arling 

 Kelly & Lyle Kaut 

 Rebecca & Jonathan Poling in 

Memory of Lloyd & Cleta Coleman 

 Stephen McAleer - McAleer Water 

Conditioning Inc 

 Koob Automotive & Towing Inc. 

 Andy & Connie KcKean 

 Marie & Lowell Ware 

 Jay & Arlie Willems 

 Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 

 Susan Siems 

 Iowa DNR 

 Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association 

 Monticello Rotary Club 

 Wapsi Valley 

Bassmasters 

 Iowa Parks Foundation 

 Grant Wood Loop 

 Jones County Board of 

Supervisors 
 

Judging will take place by June 15 with 
winners announced in the following week’s 
newspapers.  Copies of 
the winning photos will be 
on display at the Central 
Park Nature Center  and 
on the JCCB website from 
mid-June through the end of August. 
 
Anyone interested in receiving an entry 
form can contact Michele at (319) 481-7987 
or go to the JCCB website at 
www.jonescountyiowa.org/downloads 
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Naturalist Notes 

 In December 2016 Amanda Bieber and  
Derith Vogt accepted a $25,000 grant for an 
ADA accessible fishing access at Central 
Park from the Jones County Community 
Foundation on behalf of FOJCCNC! 

During the planning phase the friends board 
decided that it is important to fund a science 
scholarship, donate to the Central Park Res-
toration project, and become Endowed 
through the Community Foundation of 
Greater Dubuque.   
 
As of January 2017 the FOJCCNC are  3/4 

Conservation 

Meetings &  

Important     

Numbers: 

 

JCCB Meetings 

6:45 PM 

 

 

 

 

March  13 

April 10 

May 8 

June 12 

July 10 

August 14 

Call (563) 487-3541 

for meeting  

location & agenda or 

visit 

www.jonescountyiowa

.org/board 

 

Jones County Soil & 

Water Conservation 

District 

Call (319) 462-3196, 

Ext. 3 

 

Jones County IDNR 

Conservation  

Officers 

Jared Landt:   

(563) 920-5764 

 

 

 

 

 

TIP - Turn In 

Poachers  

1-800-532-2020 

 

 

“Friends of Jones County Conservation” 
2017 Updates 

of the way to endowment! Thanks to individ-
ual donors and corporate gift matches for 
making this happen!! 
 
Keith Dirks Memorial Scholarship Availa-
ble:  Annual $500 scholarship available to a 
graduating senior from Anamosa High 
School who has indicated an interest in a 
degree or certificate in science, technology, 
math, or engineering.  Applications are due 
March 31 and are available at 
www.hartvogt.wixsite.com/fojccnc 
 
The FOJCCNC are currently working on 
fundraising for educational “Nature Explorer 
Back Packs” for the Nature Center. 
 
If you would like to become a member or 
learn more about the “Friends of Jones 
County Conservation” go to  https://
www.facebook.com/
FriendsofJonesCountyConservation/ or 
email 
FriendsofJonesCoConservation@gmail.com  
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“Owl Prowl” 
Friday, March 10 

6:30 PM 

Central Park Nature Center 

 

Come learn how to hoot like an owl!  We’ll hit the trails to 

test our hooting ability and try to catch a glimpse of a 

resident owl following a short Iowa Owl program at the 

Nature Center.  Dress for the weather and wear hiking 

footwear.  Please pre-register by calling (319)481-7987 by 

4 PM, March 9th. 

 

Annual Whitewater Canyon 

Woodcock Watch 
Friday, April 7 

7 PM 

Whitewater Canyon 
 

Join the Dubuque, Jones, and Jackson County Conservation 

Board Naturalists for the Annual Woodcock Watch.  Enjoy 

a hike into Whitewater looking and listening for the 

migratory bird known as the Timberdoodle or American 

Woodcock.  This small, camouflaged, timber nesting bird 

has a few strange attributes and will amaze hikers with its 

unusual aerial acrobat moves!  Dress for the weather and 

wear your hiking shoes.  Whitewater Canyon is located 

approximately 5 miles east of Cascade.  Take HWY 151, turn 

right onto Curoe Road following the brown park arrowhead 

signs to the park access road on your right hand side.  Meet 

at the parking lot at the end of the access road.  For more 

information contact Michele at (319)481-7987.  

 

Annual Midwest Sandhill Crane Count 
Saturday, April 8 

6 AM - 8 AM 

 

Join the Jones County 

Naturalist as we count 

sandhill cranes by water 

and land.  Bring your own 

binoculars or borrow a 

pair of ours.  Bring your own canoe or kayak if you would like 

to go on the water.  Call Michele at (319)481-7987 for more 

details and to register for this event. 

 

Happy Easter  
April 16 

 

 

EARTH DAY  

April 22 

Spring Programs & Events 

“2017 Earth Day Celebration & Central Park 

Clean-Up Event”  
Saturday, April 22 

10 AM - 3 PM 

Central Park Nature 

Center 

 

Celebrate Earth Day at 

Central Park.  Visit the 

Nature Center between 10 AM and 3 PM.   Find out more 

about the Central Park Lake Restoration Project and check 

out the Nature Center exhibits.  Soup and sandwich lunch 

fundraiser served from 11 AM—1 PM.   Take your family on 

a walk around the lake and help clean up Central Park by 

picking up litter in the park.  Play at the playground, try 

your luck at catching a fish in our new west pond, or make a 

weekend of it and go camping.   If you plan on helping to 

pick up debris around the lake shore make sure to bring mud 

boots and extra clothing.   Check in at the Nature Center to 

receive garbage bags, and a map of the area your group 

should target for litter clean up efforts. 

 

“Native Pollinator Garden - Care Days” 
Wednesday, May 3 

Tuesday, June 6 

Tuesday, July 11 

Tuesday, August 8 

9 - 11 AM 

Central Park Nature Center 

 
Come help tend the native pollinator gardens at the Central 

Park Nature Center.   Bring your work gloves and dress to 

get dirty.  Tools, extra gloves, water, and snacks provided. 

 

“Prairie Wildflower Walk” 
Wednesday, May 3 

6 PM 

Hamilton Tapken Prairie Preserve 

 

Celebrate Iowa Wildflower Month with a walk to see what's 

blooming at the Hamilton Tapken Prairie Preserve.   Bring 

your camera and hiking footwear. 

 

Iowa’s Free Fishing Weekend (Iowa Residents Only)

June 2, 3, & 4th  
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Summer Programs & Events  

Spring Summer 2017  
Older Wiser Livelier (O.W.L.) Programs 

“Forage & Float” 
Tuesday, May 2 

9 AM - 1 PM 

Mines of Spain - E.B.Lyons Interp. 

Center - Dubuque 

 

Expand your edible plant knowledge with naturalists at the 

Mines of Spain Recreation Area.  We’ll hike and learn to 

identify various edible plants and collect some 

to try with lunch.  Paddle Catfish Creek 

and return to a foraged feast, ready 

to taste.  Price to be determined.  Call 

(563)556-6745 to register. 

“Quad Cities Nature Exploration” 
Wednesday, August 9 

Times to be determined. 

Carpool from Dubuque, Jackson, and 

Jones County Nature Centers. 

 

Discover new area close to home as we tour parks and na-

ture centers throughout the quad cities.  This trip will fea-

ture Vander Veer Conservatory and Greenhouses, Quad 

City Botanical Center, Nahant Marsh, and more!  Price to 

be determined.  Call (319)481-7987 to register. 

 

 

“Nature Tots Family Preschool Programs” 
Wednesday, June 14:  Camouflaged Critters 

Wednesday, July 12:  Backyard Birds 

Wednesday, August 9:  Grasshoppers & Crickets 

10:30 - 11:30 AM 

Central Park Nature Center 

 

Preschoolers (ages 2 1/2 - 5) and 

their chaperones participate in fun 

educational hands on learning 

activities.  Each days activities will include a short 

storybook, quick nature lesson, outdoor adventure and play 

time with friends that attend.   Bring a picnic lunch to enjoy 

in the park following the program.  Please pre-register by 

calling (319)481-7987 at least one day prior to each session. 

 

“A Visit with the Iowa Honey Bee Queen”  
Friday, June 16 

6:30 PM 

Central Park Nature Center 

 

Join Carly Raye Vannoy, the 2017 

Iowa Honey Bee Queen” as she 

shares some of her knowledge and 

experiences with honey bees and 

beekeeping.  Find out what the 

Honey Bee Queen does and how she became Iowa’s 2017 

Honey Bee Queen.  Carly will impress you with 

many amazing bee facts and trivia.  She will 

also discuss how honeybees contribute to the 

environment, what is endangering them, and 

how to help save the bees!  

“The Night Sky” 
Saturday, June 24 

8:45 PM 

Edinburgh Pioneer Village 

 

Join several local astronomers as they interpret the night 

sky.  Bring your binoculars or use viewing scopes provided.  A 

short presentation will be followed by outdoor star gazing.  

Dress for the weather and wear insect repellent. 

 

Annual River Clean-Up - Maquoketa River 
Tuesday, August 15 

10 AM - 4 PM 

Dunlap Access to Mon Maq Dam 

 

Join the Jones County Naturalist as we clean 

up a stretch of the Maquoketa River.  Please 

call (319)481-7987 to register. 

 

Prairie Petals and Painted Lady Photography 

Class                                              
Wednesday, August 16 

6:30 PM 

Meet at the Central Park Nature Center 

 

Join photographer, Derith Vogt, for some tips and tricks on 

taking award winning quality prairie plant and insect 

photographs.  Bring your camera and be prepared to take 

plenty of prairie pictures as we practice what we’ve learned 

in the restored prairie areas at Central Park.  Please call 

(319)481-7987 by 4 PM Tuesday, August 15th to register 

for this class.  All ages encouraged to attend. 
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Kids Page 

“2017 Solar Eclipse”  

Sometimes when the moon orbits Earth, it moves between the 

sun and Earth. When this happens, the moon blocks the light 

of the sun from reaching Earth. This causes an eclipse of the 

sun, or solar eclipse. During a solar eclipse, the moon casts a 

shadow onto Earth.   A total solar eclipse is only visible from a small area on 

Earth. The people who see the total eclipse are in the center of the moon’s 

shadow when it hits Earth. The sky becomes 

very dark, as if it were night. For a total eclipse 

to take place, the sun, moon and Earth must be 

in a direct line.   A partial solar eclipse happens 

when the sun, moon and Earth are not exactly 

lined up. The sun appears to have a dark shadow 

on only a small part of its surface.  

 Did You Know? 

*Every year 

somewhere around the 

world, there are two to 

five solar eclipses, 

though total coverage 

happens only once or 

twice annually.  

*Eclipses have inspired 

awe for generations. 

Ancient historian 

Herodotus wrote that 

two warring factions, 

the Medians and 

Lydians, dropped their 

weapons and declared 

peace upon seeing an 

eclipse circa 585 BC.  

*The Chinese have 

recorded solar eclipse 

sightings since at least 

720 BC.  

*An eclipse of the sun 

can only occur when 

the moon is in its “new 

moon” phase.  

*There is no one spot 

on Earth that’s ideal for 

seeing multiple 

eclipses. You'd have to 

wait an average of 375 

years to see two total 

eclipses from one 

place.  

*The glow around a 

total solar eclipse is 

called the solar corona, 

a 2-million-degree halo 

of hot plasma.  

*Thinking about 

observing a solar 

eclipse? Don’t look 

directly at one. Even a 

brief glimpse can lead 

to permanent eye 

damage.  

 

NEVER look directly at the sun: It can permanently damage your eyes!  
You must use proper safety equipment to look at any  

type of solar eclipse.  

When the moon passes directly between the sun and 
Earth, a solar eclipse takes place.  Credits: NASA  

Fun Facts About the August 21, 2017 Solar Eclipse 
 

 This eclipse will take place on Monday, August 21, 2017.  The partial phase in Iowa will begin 

around 11:50 AM and continue through 2:40 PM.   

 Remember, it is not safe to look at the sun with the naked eye.  Even during a partial 

eclipse, when only a very small part of the sun is visible, viewing it without eye protection risks 

permanent eye damage or blindness. Only use filters that you know have been approved for 

solar viewing.  And, remember, don't use regular sunglasses -- they don't offer your eyes 

sufficient protection.  

 This will be the first total solar eclipse in the continental United States in 38 years.  Totality 

crosses only through the US, no other country, thus is has been given the name “The Great 

American Eclipse”. 

 Everyone in the continental U.S. will 

see at least a partial solar eclipse.  

That’s more than 500 million people 

who will have the opportunity to see a 

partial eclipse. 

 The path of the total solar eclipse will 

run through North and South Carolina, 

Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Illinois, 

Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas, Wyoming, 

Idaho, and Oregon. 

 Iowa will be in the path of the partial 

solar eclipse.   

 For detailed eclipse maps and viewing 

glasses visit 

www.greatamericaneclipse.com 
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Central Park Summer Programs 

Central Park  

Summer Programs! 
 *All ages welcome!!! 

 *No charge!!! 
*Kids attending any 3 or more programs or activities will receive an  

Iowa Junior Naturalist Certificate and Cool Patch! 

 

Date:  Program:            Time:    Location: 

May: 
27   “Fabulous Frogs” - Let’s Go on a Frog Hunt   1 PM   Nature Center 

 

June: 

3   Digital Scavenger Hunt - National Trails Day   1 PM   Nature Center 

10   “Let’s Go Fly A Kite - Make Your Own Fish Kite”  1 PM       Nature Center 

17   “Purple Martin Power”          1 PM       Nature Center 

24   “Busy Bees”             1 PM     Nature Center 

   

July: 

1   “Meet the Moon”           8 PM   Nature Center 

8   “Slugs Among Us”           1 PM   Nature Center 

15   “Nature Craft”            1 PM   Nature Center 

22    No Program - Enjoy the Great Jones County Fair!!! 

29   “An Introduction to Geocaching”      1 PM   Nature Center 

 

August: 

5   “Dragonflies and Damselflies –Oh My”     1 PM   Nature Center 

12   “Wild Edibles - A Visit to the Blackberry Patch”  1 PM       Nature Center 

19   “Have You Got Galls”          1 PM       Nature Center 

26   “Bat Flight - Observation Program”      7 PM       Nature Center 

 

September: 

2   “Monarch Migration & Tagging Program”    1 PM   Nature Center 
 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by the Jones County Conservation Board 

For more information call: (319) 481-7987 
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Conservation News 

 

  

The Indian Bluffs and 
Pictured Rocks will be 
included in Iowa’s 23rd 
Bird Conservation Area.   
 
The Indian Bluffs and 
Pictured Rocks BCA, 
encompassing 25,000 
acres will be established 
along the Maquoketa 
River in Jones County.   
 
It’s what the Iowa DNR 
calls a “landscape” 
designation.  A 
combination of public and 
private land designated 
as an important bird conservation area.   
 
The program focuses on bird conservation on a large-
landscape scale, but in reality all wildlife will benefit.  Its 

success depends on partnerships 
with public agencies, private 
conservation organizations, and 
private landowners.  The designation 
helps to raise awareness of 
declining bird populations and bring 
more bird conservation opportunities 
to the area.  It opens the door for  
funding opportunities and assistance 
programs for private landowners and 
public agencies.   

 
Typically the only outward change people will see is 
signage to designate the area.  The designation puts 
an imaginary line around the BCA that is important for 
landowners wanting funding assistance with 
conservation programs available.  It is beneficial for 
the landowner and the birds. 
 
The BCA does not allow for any increased public 
access on private lands.  Landowners still retain their 
role as landowner.  Anyone wishing to hunt, walk, or 
birdwatch on private grounds will still need to acquire 
landowner permission. 
 
As part of the North American Bird Conservation 
Initiative, Iowa began establishing Bird Conservation 
Areas in 2001.    
 
The Indian Bluffs and Pictured Rocks BCA is home to 
117 nesting species of birds including the bald eagle, 
pileated woodpecker, American woodcock, yellow-

Indian Bluffs & Pictured Rocks  

Bird Conservation Area (BCA) 

billed cuckoo, belted kingfisher, red-headed woodpecker, 
prothonotary warbler, common yellowthroat, cerulean 
warbler, Baltimore orioles and bobolinks.  
 
An interpretive brochure about the Indian Bluffs and 
Pictured Rocks BCA will be available 
on the IDNR and Jones County 
Conservation Board websites and at 
the Central Park Nature Center.  The 
Brochure will give a background of 
BCA’s in the state, a map of the Indian 
Bluffs and Pictured Rocks BCA, and a 
listing of the special plants, animals and birds 
documented within the site. 
 
A special Indian Bluffs and Pictured Rocks Bird 
Conservation  Area dedication has been set for 
Wednesday, May 10th at 1:30 PM at the Pictured 
Rocks Wildlife Area Pavilion.  Anyone interested is 
encouraged to attend. 
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Conservation News 

Russ VonBehren has served on the JCCB since 2000.  
Russ, his wife, Rachel, and their children live near Olin.  
Russ owns VonBehren Excavating and enjoys hunting, 
fishing, trapping, and spending time with his family 
during his free time.  Russ’s goals are to continue to 
improve and maintain Jones County’s natural resources 
and to provide the public with the means to enjoy them. 
 
Larry Pisarik, a retired Cascade Middle and High 
School Science teacher, has served on the JCCB since 
1991.   Larry and his wife Kathreen keep very busy with 
their children and grandchildren.  Larry enjoys 
volunteering for many local events and causes, 
canoeing, gardening, fishing, and substitute teaching.  
Larry strives to represent the residents of Jones County 
as we develop and preserve our natural resources. 
 

 Meet Your  

Jones County Conservation 

Board (JCCB) 

Dave Tabor joined the Conservation Board  in 2011 with 
the goal of seeing that we preserve and maintain our 
natural resources for future generations.  Dave received a 
BS degree from Iowa State University and currently works 
at a local bank.  Dave has been married 38 years in April 
and has a son, 3 daughters, and 4 grandchildren.  Dave 
enjoys canoeing, fishing, camping, cooking, and reading. 
 
Dean Zimmerman is the newest member of the board, 
joining in fall 2016.  Dean is currently a Conservation 
Technician with the Jones County Soil and Water 
Conservation District and Natural Resource Conservation 
Service in Anamosa.  He enjoys hiking, kayaking, 
camping, and working on his family farm where he has a 
savanna restoration, remnant prairie, tree plantings, CRP 
grasslands, and bluff timber in the Maquoketa River 
watershed.   Dean volunteers regularly with river clean 
ups in Eastern Iowa, Project AWARE (a week long Iowa 
river clean up event), and IOWATER (Iowa's volunteer 
water quality monitoring program). 
 

Jones County Naturalist, Michele Olson, received an 
Educational Excellence Award in September 2016 for 
outstanding Jones County Conservation education from 
the Upsilon State Organization Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International. 

Delta Kappa Gamma is an International Society for key 
women educators in 18 countries.  Delta Kappa Gamma 
promotes professional and personal development and 
offers opportunities to support local leadership, 
scholarship, mentoring, and provides financial support to 
educators and education worldwide. Pauline Antons, on behalf of Beta Nu Chapter, presented the 

award to Michele in September 2016. 

Jones County Naturalist Receives  
Educational Excellence Award 

Picture at right from left to right are board 
members: Rob Roman, Russ VonBehren, 
Larry Pisarik, Dave Tabor, and Dean 
Zimmerman. 

 
Rob Roman has served on the JCCB since 
1997.  Rob lives in rural Jones County near 
Anamosa and enjoys hunting and fishing.  
His interest in conservation was instilled in 
him by his father.  Rob has worked with 
Linn  County’s Integrated Roadside 
Vegetative Management Program for the 
past 27 years and manages his family's 
Century Farm. 
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               conservation@co.jones.ia.us 

 

Conservation Board Members: 

Larry Pisarik ............................................ Chair 

Dean Zimmerman .................................... Vice Chair 

Dave Tabor .............................................. Secretary 

Rob Roman .............................................. Member 

Russ VonBehren ...................................... Member 

 

 

Conservation Department Staff: 

Brad Mormann ......................................... Director 

Jennifer Koopmann……………………...Office Manager 

John Klein ................................................ Park Ranger 

Michele Olson ......................................... Naturalist 

 

The Jones County Conservation Board meets the second Monday of each 

month.  Meetings start at 6:45 PM at the Central Park Nature Center 

basement, unless otherwise posted.  Please call the administrative office the 

first of each month to get the location and time.  Meetings are open to the 

public and visitors are welcome.   

Jones County Conservation Board 

12515 Central Park Rd. 

Center Junction, IA 52212 

 

 

 

If you do not receive the Twin Rivers 

Review, but would like to, please contact 

the Jones County Conservation Department 

Office by phone (1-563-487-3541), e-mail 

(naturalist@co.jones.ia.us), or by mail at 

Jones County Conservation Department, 

12515 Central Park Rd.,  Center Junction, 

IA. 52212.  Please specify if you would 

prefer a paper or e-mail copy.   

The Jones County Conservation Board intends 
to comply with the Americans With 
Disabilities Act and all other local, state, and 
federal laws pertaining to equal treatment.  If 
anyone believes he or she has been subjected to 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age or disability, they may file 
a complaint alleging discrimination with 
either the Jones County Conservation Board or 
the office for Equal Opportunity, U.S. Dept. of 
Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. 

The Jones County Conservation Board intends 

to comply with the Americans With 

Disabilities Act and all other local, state, and 

federal laws pertaining to equal treatment.  

If anyone believes he or she has been 

subjected to discrimination on the basis of 

race, color, national origin, age or disability, 

they may file a complaint alleging 

discrimination with either the Jones County 

Conservation Board or the office for Equal 

Opportunity, U.S. Dept. of Interior, 

Washington, D.C. 20240. 

For current information and updates on 

projects and programs visit the Jones 

County Conservation Board website at 

www.jonescountyiowa.org and click on 

“conservation”.  


