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“The last word  

in ignorance  

is the man  

who says of an  

animal or plant,  

"What good is it?"  

If the land  

mechanism  

as a whole is good,  

then every part is good,  

whether we understand  

it or not.  

If the biota,  

in the course of eons,  

has built something  

we like  

but do not understand,  

then who  

but a fool  

would discard  

seemingly  

useless parts?  

To keep every cog  

and wheel is the first  

precaution  

of intelligent  

tinkering.”  

 
 

~Aldo Leopold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

provide the resources for aquatic organisms like 

fish and turtles to grow fast and populous.  But 

just like anything, too much of a good thing 

becomes a bad thing. 

 

Over the years excess sediment and nutrients 

have built up in the lake bottom reducing the 

lake’s depth, smothering habitat, and fertilizing 

large growths of algae and bacteria.  As many of 

you have witnessed this can lead to an 

unpleasant looking lake and health advisories 

posted at the beach.  Luckily these issues have 

already started being addressed with previous 

work done to the watershed and now we can 

focus on the in-lake issues.   

Jones County’s Central Park Lake Restoration is in Full Swing 

By:  Brad Mormann 

Central Park is a “buzz” these days 

with not only the flutter of bees busily 

gathering food for winter, but the 

many conversations of fishermen, 

campers, and hikers of the 

approaching lake restoration and 

access improvements.  It is truly 

exciting to be a part of such an 

important and fun project.   

 

Many of you may have already seen 

the many orange dots popping up 

around the lake’s shoreline as the 

surveyors began their meticulous duty of 

plotting out the dips, hills, and slopes of the 

park.  These beginning steps mark the start of 

the project that will climax in a renovation some 

51 years after the first dozer started pushing up 

soil to create Central Park Lake’s dam.  The 

creation of the dam back in 1965 was no small 

feat, as over 40,000 cubic yards of soil was 

required to build it.  It did its job to hold back 

water for all types of recreation including 

swimming, fishing, paddling, and wildlife 

observation.  However, it was also very good at 

holding back sediment and nutrients flowing 

into its waters from the watershed.  Sediment 

and nutrients can be a good thing as they 
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Current Projects 

To get things rolling, the 

lake is being prepped for 

draining the latter half of 

September.  Several of the 

fish are being relocated to 

the new west pond above 

the lake and to other 

ponds and lakes in the 

county and region.   

 

The next step is opening 

the gate at the bottom of 

the large concrete 

spillway pipe.  This will 

allow the vast majority of 

the lake’s water to flow 

downstream and uncover 

the lake’s bottom.  With 

the water removed the 

lake bed will begin to dry 

out to allow for further 

surveying. 

 

Late next summer into fall and winter will come the heavy 

lifting.  This will include the replacement of the spillway and 

removal of an estimated 125,000 cubic yards of sediment and 

associated excess nutrients.  As a note, 125,000 cubic yards is 

over 3 times the amount of soil currently in the dam.  That’s a 

lot of “dirt.”  It will be dug up, scraped, and hauled to the 

Pearson addition on the west end of the park.  Once there it will 

be leveled, stabilized, and planted to native plants.  After the 

sediment is removed critical areas of the shoreline will be 

stabilized and fish habitat will be installed.  Fish habitat will 

include a diversity of structure, from rock reefs to tree piles and 

stake beds.  The goal is to provide habitat for all aquatic 

organisms to thrive.  Lastly native prairie plantings will be 

added to portions of the adjacent park hillsides to reduce runoff, 

add aesthetic appeal, and provide habitat for a diversity of 

wildlife, including those hungry bees mentioned earlier. 

 

In addition next summer, while the lake bed is dry, access to the 

lake will be improved.  Improved access to the lake is critical 

for visitors of all abilities to maximize their outdoor experience 

at the lake.  This means providing infrastructure that allows 

visitors to get as close to the resource as they desire in a safe 

manor.  The first access improvement will involve the 

construction of a new fishing access.  This access is planned to 

include a hard surfaced parking lot and sidewalks connecting 

the parking area to shoreline fishing, a pier, and a day use 

picnic area.  Fishing access along the sidewalk will boast both 

deep water fishing near the dam and shallow water spawning 

habitat near the jetty.  (See website for details.) 

 

The second project includes renovation of the boat ramp and 

paddling access.  This project entails the reshaping of the 

parking lot to force runoff to enter a vegetated swale for 

filtering before entering the lake.  Once reshaped the lot will 

acquire hard surfacing and a handicap accessible parking area 

and walkway to the dock.  The dock and boat ramp will then be 

replaced to improve safety while loading and unloading people 

and equipment.  (See website for details.) 

 

The third project involves the renovation of the beach and 

access components.  The goals are to add parking spaces on the 

beach side of the park road to allow safer direct access to the 

beach and reduce the need for children and visitors with 

disabilities to cross the busy road; add a handicap accessible 

sidewalk 

between the 

parking area 

and beach, 

paddling 

access, and 

sheltered 

picnic tables; 

install stairs 

for direct 

access to the 

beach; and 

decrease the 

beach slope to 

reduce erosion of sediment into the lake. 

 

This project has been in the making for several years and has 

taken a team of concerned visitors, county officials, private 

companies, organizations, and partnering agency personnel to 

bring it to this point.  It will continue to take a “team” of groups 

and individuals to make it successful in the end.  On Tuesday, 

September 13th at 6:30 PM a public meeting will be held at 

the Central Park Nature Center to discuss the project.  
Representatives from the DNR and Conservation Board will be 

providing details on the project and answering questions.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

         (Continued on page 3) 
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Current Projects 

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources will relax fishing 

regulations at Central Park Lake in Jones County starting on 

September 3, to allow anglers to more freely harvest game fish 

before the lake is renovated this fall.  

 

Anglers with a valid fishing license will be allowed to harvest 

fish of all species by hook and line from Central Park Lake 

only, the new seven acre pond on the west end of the park is not 

included in the relaxed regulations. Any number of fishing poles 

or jug fishing will be allowed. Anglers must remain in sight of 

these lines at all times, and follow all other fishing regulations 

and area rules.  

 

Liberalized fishing regulations for Central Park Lake will 

be in effect from September 3rd, through December 31st, 

2016. Specific regulation changes include:                                                       

 

 Removal of bag and length limit restrictions on 

 largemouth bass. 

 Removal of bag limit on channel catfish. 

 Removal of bag limit on crappie and bluegill. 

 

Nets, dynamite, trot lines, poison, electric shocking devices, or 

any stupefying substances will not be allowed. It is illegal to sell 

fish or stock captured fish into public waters. All navigation 

rules still apply. The normal park hours of 4:30 a.m. until 10:30 

p.m. will remain in effect. 

Central Park Lake is 

one of 35 priority 

lakes in the state 

selected for lake 

restoration work 

designed to improve 

water quality because 

of the potential 

economic return for 

the investment.  Poor 

water quality has 

impacted the fish population and affected all water based 

recreation at the lake.  Implementation water quality 

improvement practices in the watershed have been completed 

and more are underway. Public meetings during the past few 

years have explained various aspects of the project. 

 

Bluegills, largemouth bass and channel catfish will be 

restocked following the renovation. 

Crappies and redear sunfish will be 

stocked when sufficient bass 

numbers are sampled.  

It is very important that anglers 

never transport and release any fish 

species into any water system. All 

lake water from boats, live wells 

and bait buckets must be drained 

before you leave the boat ramp. 

 

For more information, contact Iowa DNR Fisheries Biologist 

Paul Sleeper at 319-624-3615 or the Jones County 

Conservation Board  Director, Brad Mormann, at 563-487-

3541.  

Fishing Regulations Relaxed at  

Central Park Lake 

One of the last steps is filling the remaining funding gap.  Cost 

estimates developed from preliminary designs have reached 

$2,120,000.  Luckily, to date, contributions of over $1,701,000 

have propelled the project to over 80% funded.  Acquired 

contributions have come from the Iowa DNR Lake Restoration 

and Fish Habitat programs, the Parks to People Grant Wood 

Loop, and the Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association.  With the 

lake’s water being drained this month, it is critical to keep the 

momentum going. 

 

All donors to this project will be recognized on our website, 

newsletter and grand opening event.  In addition, donors 

contributing $500 or more will have their name placed on a 

donor appreciation kiosk near the lake’s edge.  Lastly, naming 

rights for the beach, fishing access, and boat/paddling access are 

each available with donations of $75,000 or more. 

 

Sponsorship Levels: 

 

Pike contributions of $75,000+ 

Walleye contributions of $50,000 - $74,999 

Large Mouth Bass contributions of $25,000 - $49,999 

Small Mouth Bass contributions of $10,000 - $24,999 

Catfish contributions of $5,000 - $9,999 

Crappie contributions of $1,000 - $4,999 

Bluegill contributions of $500 - $999 

 

If you wish to learn 

more about the project 

please contact us at 

563-487-3541.  

Donations can be 

mailed to Jones 

County Conservation, 

12515 Central Park 

Road, Center Junction, 

IA 52212 

More information on the Central Park Lake Restoration 

Project can be viewed on the Jones County Website at 

www.jonescountyiowa.org and click on Conservation. 
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Naturalist Notes  

*A Special Thanks* 

 
The Jones County Conservation Board 

would like to thank and acknowledge the 

following individuals, clubs, and businesses 

for their continued support   and donations.   

 

 Tom Barry:  Donation of 5.5 acres of 

land including Eby’s Mill Wildlife 

Area SW Access and the Maquoketa 

River Access. 

 Brant Legrange & Tami Bartram: 

Monticello button factory shells. 

 Roger & Nancy Digmann & Family, 

Charles Heick & Family, and Wilbur 

& Chantel Otten & Family:  Donation 

toward Joanne Heick Memorial. 

 Nicole Moestchen: Environmental 

education books. 

 Rhonda Weers: Prairie posters. 

 Carrie Bahnson:  Suet cakes for birds. 

 Midland Elementary Parents:  Worms 

for Nature Center animals. 

 Mother Goose Preschool:  Monetary 

donation for environmental education 

program. 

 John Klein:  Rocks and fossils. 

 Steve Hanken:  Artifacts for 

environmental education programs.            

 Swain Girls:  Worms for animals and 

game cards for Nature Center. 

 Angie Christensen: Environmental 

education books. 

 Carrie, Taylor, Curt, and Olivia:  Suet 

cakes and oriole & hummingbird feed 

for birds in memory of K.Gary Fairley, 

Program Wish 

List: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*A  quality bird  

spotting scope. 

*Fossils. 

*Jones County 

clamshell buttons, 

historic images, & 

information. 

*Small section of 

tanned mountain       

lion fur. 

*Local artifacts. 

*Rock, fossil, and kids 

nature books. 

*Knee & thigh waders.  

(With no leaks) 

*Kids snowshoes. 

*Wood snowshoes - 

different tribal & 

geographical styles. 

*Small plastic  

animal terrariums. 

*Night crawlers. 

*Turtle food - pellets. 

*Vegetables (fresh & 

frozen) & fruit for 

turtles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Contact 

Michele at  

(319) 481-7987 

Winners from the 2016 Jones County Nature 

Photography Contest are as follows:  

  

“Plants in Nature”  
1st Place – Kerri Dusanek, Monticello 

2nd Place – Derith Vogt, Center Junction 

3rd Place – Derith Vogt, Center Junction 

 

“Scenic Jones County”  
1st Place  - Jonathen Mayberry, Anamosa 

2nd Place – Susanne Gubauc, Tipton 

3rd Place – Gwendolyn Hanson, Anamosa   

2016 Jones County  

Nature Photography Contest 

Winners Announced 

Kenneth and Alberta Fairley, and 

Alice Lafe and Luella Bahnsen. 

 Doris Porter: Books & grasshopper for 

programs. 

 Will Schmitt:  Spirit of Chautagua 

Concert at Central Park. 

 Iowa Ornithologists Union:  Monetary 

grant for binoculars and field guides 

 Susan Orourke: Monetary donation for 

EE Program. 

 Haili & Kinzi Schlarmann:  Crawdads 

for display. 

 Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge - 

People for Pollinators Program:  

Plants for pollinator garden. 

 Richard & Arlene Heneberry:  

Donation of 2 historic photos of Lost 

Canyon. 

 

Kids Fishing Derby Sponsors & Donors: 

 Theisens: Doug Siefker 

 Stick Um Tackle: Bob Urbin  

 Dave Eilers   

 Front Range 

Gear:  Trevor 

Martinson  

 The Cone Shoppe 

 Bait, Guns, and 

More 

 The Cone Shoppe 

 Happy Joes Pizza 

 Marcus Prull 

 McDonalds 

 Scheel’s:  Brad 

Alderson 

 Wapsi Valley 

Bassmasters 

“Animals in Nature”  
1st Place – Gwendolyn Hanson, Anamosa 

2nd Place – Heather Weers, Center Junction 

3rd Place – Derith Vogt, Center Junction    

 

“People in Nature”  
1st Place:  Brenda Hanken, Monticello  

2nd Place – Kerri Dusanek, Monticello  

3rd Place:  Kerby Barnes, Center Junction 

 

Congratulations to all of the winners and 

participants of the 2016 

Jones County Nature 

Photography Contest!   

Keep taking those great 

outdoor photos!!!  
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Naturalist Notes 

Conservation 

Meetings &  

Important 

Numbers: 
 

JCCB Meetings 

6:45 PM 

 

 

 

 

September 12 

October 10 

November 14 

December 12 

January 9 

February 13 

Call (563) 487-3541 

for meeting  

location & agenda or 

visit 

www.jonescountyiowa.

org and click on  

conservation. 

 

 

Jones County Soil & 

Water Conservation 

District 

Call (319) 462-3196, 

Ext. 3 

 

Jones County IDNR 

Conservation  

Officers 

Jared Landt:   

(563) 920-5764 

 

 

 

 

 

TIP - Turn In Poachers  

1-800-532-2020 

 

Central Park’s Native Pollinator/Butterfly    

Garden was awash in color  and activity this 

past summer.  Check it out the next time you 

visit Central Park! 

Jones County Environmental Education Program  

Receives Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Grant 

The Jones County Conservation Board would 

like to thank the Iowa Ornithological Union for 

their recent $500 grant award.  This donation 

was used to purchase 

additional binoculars 

and field guides for the 

Jones County            

Environmental          

Education Program. 

This year was met with great success for the 

Central Park purple martin colony.  Ever 

expanding 15 

of the 18 

gourds were 

used by this 

years nesting 

martins with 

35 young 

fledging.   

 

Keep your 

eyes to the 

skies in 2017. 

Purple Martin Colony Success! 

Central Park Nature Center 

Native Pollinator/Butterfly Garden “A Buzz” This Summer 

Visit  Neal Smiths -“People for Pollinators”  & Blank Park Zoos -“Plant Grow Fly” on the web for garden plans & ideas. 
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“Monarch Tagging” 
Saturday, September 3 

Central Park Nature Center 

 
Join the Jones County Naturalist as we 

learn about the amazing migration of the 

Monarch.  Use your own butterfly net or 

borrow one of ours to catch, tag, and 

release monarch butterflies. 

 

Celebrate Iowa Archaeology Month  
Sept. 10 - Oct. 15  

Visit https://archaeology.uiowa.edu 

 

Annual Fall Colors River Outing - “A Paddle 

Back Through History” 
Saturday, October 1 

9 AM—Vehicle Staging 

10 AM—Put in at Hwy 136 Access 

Maquoketa River:  Hwy 136 Access to Canton River Access 
 

Join Jones County Conservation Department staff on our 

annual fall colors 

outing.  This year 

we will paddle 10 

miles of the 

Maquoketa River 

from Hwy 136 to 

Canton.  Be 

spellbound by 

Iowa’s beautiful 

fall colors as we 

transition from 

croplands and pastures to heavily wooded bluffs, boulders, 

limestone outcroppings, and soaring cliffs.  Paddle back into 

history as we float past the long deserted town of Clay 

Mills.  Bring a snack or picnic lunch and enjoy a break as we 

stretch our legs on a sandbar and learn about the history of 

Clay Mills.   

 

Participants should bring 

their own kayak or canoes, 

paddles, pfd’s, dry bags, 

extra dry clothing, warm 

aquatic footwear, 

sunscreen, and sunglasses. 

A limited number of 

canoes and equipment are available for use by those who do 

not have their own.   This outing is river level and weather 

dependent.  Those planning on attending should pre-register 

by emailing or calling Michele at (319)481-7987 or 

naturalist@co.jones.ia.us prior to noon, September 30.  

 

Fall Programs & Events 

OWL Group Programs:   
Older, Wiser, Livelier Adults 

Dubuque, Jackson, & Jones CCB’s 
 

Baraboo Day Trip 
Thursday, October 13 

6 AM - 6 PM 

 

Join us in a trip to 

Baraboo to visit the Aldo 

Leopold Foundation and 

Aldo Leopold’s Shack. We’ll enjoy a tour of the Center 

and a short hike to the shack to learn more about Aldo 

Leopold’s life and legacy. Following a picnic lunch, we’ll 

head over to the International Crane Foundation for a 

tour and learn about cranes around the world and 

conservation efforts helping these beautiful birds. Cost 

TBD but will be around $30. Pre-registration is required. 

Carpooling will be available.  Please call Michele at (319)

481-7987 by Tuesday, October 11 to register. 

 

The Armistice Day Blizzard of 1940 
Thursday, November 10  

11:00-3:00 

Clayton County, Iowa 

 

We’ll be traveling to the Osborne 

Conservation Center in Elkader for an intriguing 

presentation about the Armistice Day Blizzard of 1940 

given by Clayton County Naturalist Abbey Harkrader. 

That year Armistice Day started as a warm and sunny 

morning that suddenly turned into a living hell to duck 

hunters, farmers, and others who tried to take 

advantage of the perfect weather that was about to 

become a winter nightmare. The program will include a 

presentation, followed by time to share personal stories 

and family accounts of this amazing and tragic storm of 

1940. We’ll also tour the nature center’s indoor displays 

and outdoor space.  For lunch, at 11 AM, we’ll meet at 

Fennelly’s Irish Pub in Elkader.  Program at 1 PM is free. 

Lunch cost on your own. Pre-registration required. 

Carpooling available.   Please call Michele at (319)481-

7987 by 4 PM, Nov. 9th. 
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Winter Programs & Events  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Things to do with Family & Friends:    
Go Sledding 

Take a Winter Hike 

Try Cross Country Skiing 

Make a Snowman 

Look for Animal Tracks in the Snow  

Have a Snowball Fight 

Make  Snow Angels 

Try Snowshoeing 

Feed the birds 

Make a Snow Fort 

Visit a Neighbor 

Try Ice Fishing 

Have Hot Chocolate by the Fire 

Roast Marshmallows 

Ask your Grandparents about Memorable Blizzards 

Participate in the Great Backyard Bird Count 

Enjoy Family and Friends! 

“Winter Snowshoeing Programs” 
 

“Early Out Snowshoeing & Cool Conifers” 
Wednesday, December 7th 

2:30 PM 

Central Park Nature Center 

 
Join the Jones County Naturalist as we learn 

about cool conifers while snowshoeing the 

trails of Central Park.  No snow -no worry - 

we’ll hike instead.  Wear warm winter clothing 

and boots.  Limited space.  Please pre-register by emailing 

Michele at naturalist@co.jones.ia.us or calling (319)481-7987 

by noon, Dec. 7th.   

 

“Family Snowshoeing & Animal Tracks & Sign” 
Monday, January 16 

1-3 PM 

Central Park Nature Center 

 

Wear your warm winter clothes and 

boots as you join the Jones County 

Naturalist for a fun snowshoeing 

outing off the beaten trail.   We’ll look 

for animal tracks and sign and see 

what animals are out and about.  No 

snow - no worries—we’ll hike instead.  

Space is limited.  Please pre-register by emailing Michele at 

naturalist@co.jones.ia.us or call (319)481-7987 by noon, 

January 16.  

 

“Early Out Snowshoeing & Shed Hunting Fun” 
Wednesday, February 1 

2:30 PM 

Central Park Nature Center 

 

Join the Jones County Naturalist as we 

snowshoe or hike in search of elusive 

“sheds”.    No snow - no worries—we’ll hike instead.  Space is 

limited.  Please pre-register by emailing Michele at 

naturalist@co.jones.ia.us or call (319)481-7987 by noon, 

January 30.    

 

Youth Group Snowshoeing Programs: 
 

Do you have a youth group who would like 

to try snowshoeing?  Contact the Jones 

County Naturalist to set up an after-

school date and time.  6 inch  snow base 

is required.  Call Michele at (319)481-

7987 or email naturalist@co.jones.ia.us. 

“Central Park Nature Center Winter Open 

House & Great Backyard Bird Count” 
Saturday, February 18 

9 AM - 3 PM 

10 AM:  Winter Birds Program 

Chili Lunch Served:  11 AM - 1 PM 

Central Park Nature Center 

 

Break the winter doldrums for some active fun!  Join the 

Jones County Naturalist for a lesson 

on winter birds.  Check out the new 

exhibits  or head outside to try your 

skills at snowshoeing! Make a pine cone 

birdfeeder to take home and try your 

artistic skills by entering the winter 

coloring contest.  Enjoy a delicious chili 

lunch fundraiser provided by the  

Friends of Jones County Conservation 

& Nature Center (Suggested donation 

$5 per person). Everyone attending can 

sign up to win a free birdfeeder.  
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Kids Page 

“Bobcats”  

Bobcats were once listed as an endangered species in Iowa.  Today their 

population has rebounded enough that there is a limited hunting season in 

select counties of the state.  Bobcats are about 2-3 times the size of a 

domestic housecat - weighing 

between 20 and 30 pounds and 

reaching lengths of 2-3 feet.  

Named after their short stubby 

“bobbed” tail bobcats have an 

orange-tan pelt with black stripes 

on their face and spots on their 

bodies.  Bobcats prefer shrubby or 

forested habitat and their territory 

can range up to 15-25 square miles. 

 Did You Know? 

*Bobcats, lynx, and 

mountain lions were all 

native to Iowa. 

*In Iowa bobcats don’t 

target game birds rather 

their diet is high in 

rabbits, mice, and voles. 

*In Iowa bobcats live 

for 3-5 years on 

average. 

*Male bobcats will 

mark their territory 

boundaries with feces, 

urine, and gland 

secretions. 

*Bobcat kittens are born 

between April and July 

in caves, rock crevices, 

brush piles, or in hollow 

logs or trees. 

*Bobcats hunt during 

sunset and sunrise 

during the summer but 

spend time hunting 

during the day in the 

winter. 

*Bobcats have to watch 

out for predators like 

hawks, owls, eagles, 

and coyotes that can eat 

their young kittens. 

*Bobcats are rarely seen 

due to their shy, 

secretive nature. 

*Bobcats are generally 

solitary but kittens may 

stay near their mother 

for up to a year. 

*Bobcats may cache, or 

cover, their kills with 

leaves, grass, and hair 

for future consumption. 

Draw a line from the bobcat to what he would catch and eat and 

make an X on what he would not eat. 

 Researchers from Iowa State University studying 

bobcats during the fall and winter found their diet 

consisted mainly of cottontail rabbits followed by mice and 

voles, squirrels, deer carrion and birds.   

 Bobcats will also catch other incidental animals such 

as woodchucks, muskrat, beaver, shrew, insects, reptiles, 

and amphibians. 

Color this bobcat 
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Conservation News 

Conservation 

Club Events: 
 

Wapsie Bottoms 

Chapter 

Whitetails Unlimited 

 

 

 

Saturday, Sept 17 

American Legion 

Oxford Junction 

4:30 PM:  Games/

Raffles & Social Hour 

6:30 PM:  Dinner 

For tickets call: Derek 

Feuss at 319-480-3378. 

 

 

 

Twin Rivers Pheasants 

Forever Chapter 

Banquet 

 

Saturday, October 8  

Berndes Center 

Monticello  

5 PM:  Doors Open 

7 PM:  Dinner Served 

Tickets are $50 each 

and include dinner, 

membership, magazine 

sub., and a chance at 

door prizes.   

Spouse: $20 

For tickets call  

(319) 462-5461. 

  

 

 

2016 Seasonal Staff 

The Jones County Conservation Board would 

like to acknowledge and thank the following 

staff for their hard work and dedication during 

the busy 2016 summer season. 

Bill Edwards 

Elli Slouha 
Derek Groth 

Ryan Wageman 

Anna James 

Troy Olson 

Dalton Harms Rick Welch 
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Conservation News 

 

  

Last August, long time friend and County Supervisor Keith 

Dirks, died from lung cancer. Part of his contribution as 

supervisor for Jones County was conservation. Part of his 

contribution as a human being was being a thoughtful person. 

Keith was known to different people through many different 

avenues. If you went to school in Anamosa, he may have been a 

high school friend. If you were involved with Big Brothers/Big 

Sisters you may have seen him as a role model for youth.  If you 

struggled with addiction, you knew him as someone who was an 

advocate for AA and ASCA . He was a county politician and in 
that capacity, he served on the Board of Health, the 9-1-1 Board, 

Emergency Management, the Jones County Economic 

Development Commission and received an award from the 

governor for his work. He was also a musician.   My husband 

Gary Hart and I knew him through politics and music.   He was 

often in our home for “music nights.” He always brought his 

own Pepsi. He was a caring person. I believe that it is a right and 

good thing to start something in his memory that will last. 

 
We have a gem of a county park in Central Park. Keith played a 

large part in the fact that we have a Nature Center in Jones 

County.  Starting Friends of Jones County Conservation and 

Nature Center felt like “the Right Thing to Do.”  

 
I have gone to Central park since 1983 when we moved to the 

area.  In 2011, I received a Friends of Jones County 

Conservation Award for donating the proceeds from a bird 

calendar that I had made and sold to help the Nature Center. It 

was a bit of a light bulb moment for me that the Nature Center 

really appreciates private donations to augment what the County 

Government budgets. 

 

There are many reasons why people choose to give and many 

ways to do so.  Having Non Profit status is one way to draw 

awareness to your organization. I know when I am asked to 

donate time or money to a group, non- profit status is a 

significant part of what helps me make the decision. The process 

took us six months, although I am certain it can be done in less 

time. Last fall we had a public meeting at The Nature Center to 

let people know that we were considering forming this group 

and to get a feel for community interest.  From that gathering, 

other attendees gathered  information from a variety of sources 

on “how to” go about this. A committee was formed to look at 

and write By Laws. We elected to go the incorporation route and 

filed with the State of Iowa. One June 2, 2016, we became a   

501 ( c ) 3. This means that we are qualified to receive tax 

deductible bequests, devises, transfers of gifts.  

Friends of Jones County Conservation & Nature Center 
By: Derith Vogt 

From our By Laws:  The general purpose of this organization 

is to assist and support the functions and efforts of Jones 

County Conservation. The functions and efforts of Jones 

County Conservation can be described as follows: 

 To promote the 

conservation of 

natural resources 

through a variety of 

educational 

programs. 

 

 To conserve and 

protect unique 

natural areas. 

 To develop and 

maintain suitable  

programs of public 

recreation. 

 To serve the citizens 

of Jones County by 

assisting and 

interacting with other 

public service 

agencies. 

           Goals include a scholarship for a student interested in 

science, make a donation to the Central Park renovation that 

is currently under way, and have FOJCCNC endowed through 

the Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque. Being an 

endowed organization opens up many other tax benefits and 

ways for gift giving. If you are over 70 and want to leave 

some of your IRA, you can do so without paying taxes on it. 

If you farm, you can donate a wagon of corn. There are 

significant advantages for fund raising. http://
www.dbqfoundation.org/EndowIowa.  At this time we are a 

well on our way towards being endowed. 

For our first fundraising event,  we are planning on having 

The Deep Dish Diva’s play at The General Store in Stone 

City,  November 19.  I think it is safe to say that everyone will 

be ready for a break from politics by then! The Divas are a trio 

from the Cedar Rapids area  known for “ Dishin' up an eclectic 

mix of vintage novelties, folk, swing, traditional, a cappella and 

more!”   

With a mix of fund raising, gift matching, grants, and donations 

I think we can meet our goals.  Personally, I am going to make 

sure to set aside something every month. I am fortunate to have 

a past employer, General Mills, who provides retiree gift 

matching.  This is something that I encourage anyone making 

financial gifts to look into.  General Mills, Rockwell-Collins, 

ADM, Quaker Oats are a few of the larger employers in our 

area that provide gift matching 

If you would like to become a member or make a donation 

to the Friends of Jones County Conservation & Nature 

Center visit their Facebook page at:  https://

www.facebook.com/FriendsofJonesCountyConservation/. 

Board of Directors: Chairman and 
Secretary: Derith Vogt,   

Vice Chairman: Dean Zimmerman, 

& Treasurer: Amanda Bieber.  

http://www.dbqfoundation.org/EndowIowa
http://www.dbqfoundation.org/EndowIowa
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Conservation News 

Oxford Mills Access received a new steel roof, a fresh coat of 

stain, and new picnic tables this past spring improving the area 

for family gatherings and picnics.  
Engineering for the Mon Maq Dam project has continued 

throughout the summer.  Later this fall a public meeting will 

be held to review the project design and acquire public input.   

Anyone interested in attending should keep an eye on our 

website and Facebook page, and local media outlets for the 

meeting announcements.  With over 80% of the needed 

funding secured, the project is on track for a late summer/fall 

2017 construction start date.   

It's our legacy to conserve clean water, productive agricultural 

soils, and abundant natural resources in which to fish, hunt, 

hike, and enjoy nature. That is why, in 2010, Iowans 

overwhelming voted to create the Natural Resources and 

Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. Now, in 2016, we must take 

the crucial next step of directing revenue to the Trust Fund to 

ensure that this permanent, constitutionally protected funding 

source is available to conserve Iowa's water, soil, habitat, 

parks, and trails for generations to come. 
The Jones County 

Conservation Board is 

accepting applications to fill a 

vacancy on the Conservation 

Board.  This volunteer position 

will assist in providing the best 

conservation, outdoor recreation, and education 

programs possible with the resources and 

finances available.  This position includes 

mileage reimbursement.  Interested applicants 

should contact the conservation department at 

563-487-3541 ext. 2  or 

conservation@co.jones.ia.us.  

Iowa’s Natural Resources and Outdoor 

Recreation Trust Fund: 

“Fund the Trust Banners” 

Mon Maq Dam Project Update Oxford Mills Access Improvements 

New Eby’s Mill River Access Area 

River 

enthusiasts 

heading 

downriver 

from Pictured 

Rocks can now 

take out at the 

new Eby’s 

Mill River 

Access located 

on the east side 

of the Ebys 

Mill Road just downstream of the bridge on the left side of the 

river.  This project was made possible by a 3 acre donation 

from Tom Barry.  Improvements to this site will be made as 

funding allows.  Currently the access is undeveloped - suitable 

for kayaks, canoers, and tubers.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOU CAN HELP - Look for and sign Iowa’s Fund 

the Trust banners at upcoming conservation events 

and visit Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy website at 

http://www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org/  

to learn more about “Fund the Trust”. 

mailto:conservation@co.jones.ia.us
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                Jones County Conservation Board 
  12515 Central Park Rd.                 

  Center Junction, IA 52212 

        (563) 487-3541:  Nature Center/Office 

                (563) 487-5038:  Ranger/Shop 

        www.jonescountyiowa.org 

               conservation@co.jones.ia.us 

 

Conservation Board Members: 

Russel VonBehren ................................... Chair 

Larry Pisarik ............................................ Vice Chair 

Angie Christensen.................................... Secretary 

Dave Tabor .............................................. Member 

Rob Roman .............................................. Member 

 

 

Conservation Department Staff: 

Brad Mormann ......................................... Director 

Jennifer Koopmann……………………...Office Manager 

John Klein ................................................ Park Ranger 

Michele Olson ......................................... Naturalist 

 

The Jones County Conservation Board meets the second Monday of each 

month.  Meetings start at 6:45 PM at the Central Park Nature Center 

basement, unless otherwise posted.  Please call the administrative office the 

first of each month to get the location and time.  Meetings are open to the 

public and visitors are welcome.   

Jones County Conservation Board 

12515 Central Park Rd. 

Center Junction, IA 52212 

 

 

 

If you do not receive the Twin Rivers 

Review, but would like to, please contact 

the Jones County Conservation Department 

Office by phone (1-563-487-3541), e-mail 

(naturalist@co.jones.ia.us), or by mail at 

Jones County Conservation Department, 

12515 Central Park Rd.,  Center Junction, 

IA. 52212.  Please specify if you would 

prefer a paper or e-mail copy.   

The Jones County Conservation Board intends 
to comply with the Americans With 
Disabilities Act and all other local, state, and 
federal laws pertaining to equal treatment.  If 
anyone believes he or she has been subjected to 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age or disability, they may file 
a complaint alleging discrimination with 
either the Jones County Conservation Board or 
the office for Equal Opportunity, U.S. Dept. of 
Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. 

The Jones County Conservation Board intends 

to comply with the Americans With 

Disabilities Act and all other local, state, and 

federal laws pertaining to equal treatment.  

If anyone believes he or she has been 

subjected to discrimination on the basis of 

race, color, national origin, age or disability, 

they may file a complaint alleging 

discrimination with either the Jones County 

Conservation Board or the office for Equal 

Opportunity, U.S. Dept. of Interior, 

Washington, D.C. 20240. 

For current information and updates on 

projects and programs visit the Jones 

County Conservation Board website at 

www.jonescountyiowa.org and click on 

“conservation”.  


