
Jerry’s mother was 16 when he was born. Growing up it was just the two
of  them and they stayed in lots of  places, most of  which are forgotten or
blocked from his memory.  It was never “home,” it was just the next place, for
a few months, a few weeks, a few days. Jerry never knew who would be there
when he got home from school or when he woke up in the middle of  the
night. More often than not, his mother would not even be there in the 
morning.  

Sometimes Mom’s “friends” would beat him. Jerry’s mother’s drug 
addiction caused her to be absent for days at a time. Soon, she was declared
an unfit parent and Jerry was removed from her custody and placed into foster care. Jerry began acting out his anger and 
frustration, which caused him to get into serious trouble with school officials and the law. 

Eventually Jerry was brought to the Catholic Children’s Home. He showed up at our door with all of  his worldly 
possessions in a garbage bag. At first, Jerry rebelled against the structure, routine and discipline offered at CCH. He would
often explode in angry, profanity-laced tirades and on a few occasions he knocked over furniture in anger. He got into fights
with other residents. He ran away from the home.  

During the last six months at the Catholic Children’s Home, Jerry has begun to turn his life around. He has started 
listening to guidance from the staff  on how to control his anger. He has been actively participating in therapy to work through
issues related to his physical abuse and separation from his mother. He is doing well in school and he is a starter on the 
basketball team. His self-worth has vastly improved. For the first time in a very long time, Jerry trusts the adults in his life.
Jerry’s life is headed down a new path – one that is paved with hope.

Won’t You Help Champion Their Cause?

Sharon went to live with her aunt when she was 10 years old. The circumstances
that surrounded her separation from her immediate family were not well-known or 
discussed. What was known was that Sharon was extremely introverted, almost to the
point of  being non-verbal. She was prone to prolonged crying spells and had terrible
recurring nightmares. She was diagnosed with depression and given powerful 
medication, which she rarely took, and she would spend endless hours alone in her
bedroom. When Sharon did speak, she would sometimes talk about suicide.   

When Sharon came to the Catholic Children’s Home’s Special Education 
program, she had been receiving mainly Ds and Fs in school for the past two years.

She wasn’t defiant or obstinate; she was just drowning in apathy for everything; including academics. She would only say a few
words a day and would never complete her in class or homework assignments. As a part of  the CCH curriculum, Sharon 
participated in the Art Therapy program. Gradually, Sharon was able to express the horrors of  her sexual abuse through her
artwork -- something that she could never express with words. Sharon is now receiving the intense therapy she needs to deal
with the damaging impact of  her abuse. Increasingly, she smiles more and puts more effort into her school work. Sharon even
speaks about going to college to become an art therapist so she can help other children. Sharon wants to live again.

We hope you now have a better understanding of the miracles and inspirational stories that happen at CCH. While we cannot reveal the actual 
identities of our children, these stories are based on the real lives and circumstances of the children who come to the Catholic Children’s Home.
Some of their circumstances are too horrific to print. Our kids need hope and they need a champion. A munificent and tax-deductible gift of $200 
or more will make you a member of our Champions of Hope gift society. However, no donation amount is too small and all generosity is greatly 
appreciated and needed. 

Won’t you please help the “least of these” in their hour of need? 


