
 1 

 
    Beenham Primary School 
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Policy Document 

 

POLICY TITLE 

 

CURRICULUM AND PLANNING 

RESPONSIBLE 

COMMITTEE 

Curriculum Committee  

RATIONALE 

 

At Beenham Primary School we have taken advantage of the flexibility afforded to schools, to 

determine the character and distinctive nature of our curriculum. The teaching staff, in 

consultation with governors, has developed a creative curriculum model, with a view to providing all 

pupils with an engaging, broad and balanced curriculum based on termly whole-school topics. 

AIM 

 

We aim to: 

 promote standards of excellence in teaching and learning 

 raise levels of attainment for all pupils, enabling them to achieve their full potential 

 develop confident, disciplined and enquiring learners, able to make informed choices 

 foster a love of learning 

 foster self-esteem and personal responsibility, linked to respect for the needs and  feelings 

of others 

 facilitate considerate and positive relationships between all members of the school community 

 ensure equal opportunities in relation to gender, race, class, special needs and belief 

 value and respect all cultures 

 provide a safe, stimulating and enriching learning environment 

 help all children to reach their full potential irrespective of race, gender, age or ability  

 provide rich opportunities for pupils to practise new learning in context 

 plan for skills progression 

 provide opportunities for pupils to deepen their knowledge and also encourage them to be 

resilient as a learner 

 plan a curriculum to meet the needs of the children, building on their knowledge, skills and 

interests 

FURTHER 

DETAILS 

CONTAINED IN 

DOCUMENTS 

Teaching for Learning policy 

Assessment policy 

Marking and feedback policy 

Values Education policy 

SEN policy 

AGT policy 

Equal opportunities policy 

Curriculum Statements for non-core subjects 

 

REVIEWED: SEPTEMBER 2011 

NEXT REVIEW DUE: AUTUMN 2014 
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1.     Curriculum Design 
 

1.1 Principles of curriculum design 

 

The curriculum at Beenham School has been developed with creativity in mind. The whole school thematic 

approach to learning enables us to plan for pupils’ interests and individual needs. We recognise that a wide 

range of opportunities will support the development of particular abilities, gifts, talents and skills.  

 

“Creativity is a great motivator because it makes people interested in what they are doing. Creativity gives 

hope that there can be a worthwhile idea. Creativity gives the possibility of some sort of achievement to 

everyone. Creativity makes life more fun and more interesting.” 

Edward de Bono, psychologist and educator  

 

We aim to provide memorable experiences and rich opportunities for high-quality learning and wider 

personal development and well-being. Most learning is thematically based - sometimes whole-school topics 

and sometimes key stage or class-based themes. Pupils are involved in the initial planning and final 

evaluation of each new topic. 

 

1.2 Values for Learning 

 

“Values for Learning” are a core theme through all the planned termly topics; this work seeks to support 

the development of each pupil as a reflective and confident learner. Through assemblies, lessons and 

explicit teaching we develop pupils’ understanding of the Values such as independence, responsibility and 

quality. This understanding will promote the pupils’ successes as a thinkers, enquirers, communicators and 

risk takers.  (see Values Education policy)  

 

2. Key elements of the termly topic 
 

Each term, time is set aside in staff development meetings for class teachers to plan the following term’s 

topic. The choice of topic is informed by a range of factors: pupil ideas and preferences, coverage of the 

National Curriculum, school initiatives and local, national and global events. Working on a whole school topic 

means that learning can be shared between mixed ages of pupils, and progression in skills linked to 

different subjects is planned for. It also allows for whole-school events to be run. When planning each 

term’s topic, staff work together to identify opportunities for pupils to develop a range of non-academic 

skills and talents, including leadership, work involving good causes, and work-related experiences.  

 

2.1 Entry point 

 

In the opening stages of each term’s topic, an “entry point” event is arranged. This could be in the form of 

an educational visit, a workshop, or a talk. The aim of the entry event is to introduce and inform on the 

topic, inspire pupils’ ideas and views, and engage them with the subject-matter. The entry point event is 

referred to throughout the remainder of work on the topic. 

 

2.2 Cross-curricular learning 

 

“At Beenham we believe that learning is the process by which children gradually acquire and assimilate 

knowledge, concepts, skills, values and attitudes to enable them to make greater sense of the world.” 

 

Learning within each topic is carefully planned to ensure that pupils’ knowledge, concepts, skills, values and 

attitudes are developed through a varied range of experiences that stimulate intellectual curiosity, 

communicate enthusiasm for the subject being taught, and foster pupils’ motivation. Learning is blocked 
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into focussed units of work within a topic, linked to a theme or subject. Each topic has identified focus 

subjects, to ensure a balance of curriculum coverage over the year. 

 

Each unit of work has an initial focus on pupils learning subject-specific knowledge and skills. Teachers 

present this content clearly around a set of key ideas, using appropriate subject-specific vocabulary and 

well chosen illustration, demonstration, modelling and examples.  

 

Following the initial knowledge and skills based input, time is used more flexibly to develop the pupils’ 

learning in the subject alongside creative and wider learning skills. Challenges and projects are planned, 

often with elements of choice and personalisation to enable pupils to pursue their own interests within a 

theme. These approaches to learning foster the individual and collaborative study skills necessary for 

effective learning, including information retrieval from libraries, texts and other sources. Pupils are 

encouraged to become increasingly independent in planning, organising, selecting resources and evaluating 

their own work. Across each unit, teachers exploit opportunities to improve pupils’ basic skills in literacy, 

numeracy and ICT. Wherever possible, we embrace opportunities to develop pupils’ skills for life and 

leadership skills, for example, applying for roles, interviews, takeover day, the school bank, debating. We 

recognise the need to give opportunities to take risks and experience the challenge of going beyond their 

known capabilities. (see Teaching for Learning Policy) 

 

Learning in ALL topics includes: 

 

 Values for Learning to foster responsibility and reflection 

 strong links between literacy learning and the topic 

 concept-mapping for pupils to demonstrate their understanding of a subject 

 P4C sessions to enhance pupils’ ability to ask more in depth questions  

 higher-order questioning to encourage deeper thinking 

 regular, meaningful use of ICT and to broaden learning opportunities and allow for personalised 

learning  

 planned opportunities for pupils to work as individuals, in groups of various sizes, in mixed aged 

groups and as a whole class 

 an element of personalised learning, so that pupils can progress at different rates and along 

different pathways  

 a planned opportunity for independent learning, usually linked to use of the TASC Wheel (see 

school document, A Progression in Independent Learning Skills) 

 creative home-learning tasks, linked to the topic (see Homework policy) 

 a focus on self-evaluation: pupils are encouraged to use the language of learning to reflect on their 

own progress as a learner  

 

Links with the mathematics and science curriculum are included in the topics whenever possible. We 

acknowledge that in some cases programmes of study will need to be taught separately. The West 

Berkshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education is used to plan the RE curriculum. Links are made 

between the agreed syllabus and termly topics when this is appropriate. 

  

2.3 Exit point 

 

Towards the end of a topic, an “exit event” is planned. The exit point is a whole-school event to showcase 

pupils’ learning in the topic to their parents. It may be in the form of a performance, display, 

demonstration, presentation or challenge. The exit point is an opportunity to celebrate the rich range of 

learning experiences from the term’s work. In some cases, pupils will be encouraged to organise some or all 

of the exit event, fostering independence and responsibility. 

 

3 Managing the curriculum  
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3.1 Planning 

 

Termly topics are initially agreed and planned by the whole teaching staff working together, to share 

expertise and ensure continuity and progression. A brainstorm of ideas is developed for the topic, with 

links to the focus subjects for that term. Termly topics and focus subjects are recorded on the “Long 

Term Topic Plan” (Appendix 1). Then, teachers in each key stage work together to create a “Medium Term 

Topic Plan” (Appendix 2) based on the initial topic brainstorm. They ensure that over time there is an 

overall breadth and balance of National Curriculum subjects, with core knowledge identified and a clear 

progression of skills. Medium term plans also identify opportunities to develop Values for Learning. All 

areas of the learning environment are planned for, including, where appropriate, the outside areas, in 

order to ensure opportunities for a range of practical activities.  

 

In terms of timetabling, class teachers block the topics into focussed units of work, linked to a subject or 

theme, to enable pupils to experience in-depth learning. The “Weekly Topic Overview” (Appendix 3) shows 

the subjects taught each week, enabling clear monitoring of subject coverage. English and maths are 

generally taught each day so that progress in these subjects is continuous and sustained across key 

stages. PE is taught each week. For the remaining National Curriculum subjects, guidance for time 

allocation is followed over the course of the year. (Appendix 6) 

 

Unit or lesson plans are written to show how National Curriculum learning objectives are developed and 

linked in the topic, and what learning opportunities will be provided. Assessment opportunities, based on 

National Curriculum levels or AFs, are also identified. Lesson planning is in the form of SMART Notebooks 

to be used in lessons, with an overview of objectives and assessment guidelines to be covered in the lesson 

or unit. Lesson plans are learning focussed, showing how the learning intentions and success criteria are 

broken down for the pupils. Differentiation is shown in lesson planning, and the role of teaching assistants 

is explicitly planned for. (Appendix 4 and Appendix 5) 

 

In each topic, some time will initially be left unplanned to allow for flexibility and the pupils’ ideas. As the 

topic develops, teachers will use this time in various ways: to spend more time addressing areas the pupils 

have found challenging; allowing further exploration of concepts the pupils express a particular interest in; 

opportunities for pupils to ask and investigate their own questions linked to the topic, but which have not 

yet been addressed.  

 

3.2 Differentiation 

 

Class teachers are responsible for ensuring that the curriculum meets the needs of all pupils, including 

vulnerable and at risk pupils, pupils who have special needs, are very able, or are not yet fluent in English.  

Teaching Assistants and external agencies will be employed to support pupils with Special Educational 

Needs, as outlined on their Individual Education Plans. (see SEN policy) Challenging, open-ended tasks are 

planned to ensure appropriate pace and challenge for able, gifted and talented pupils. For exceptionally 

able pupils, provision is outlined on their Individual Challenge Plans. (see A,G,T policy) 

 

Teachers differentiate the curriculum by: 

 outcome 

 resource or text 

 task  

 questioning 

 dialogue 

 support 

 pace 

 content 

 independence or responsibility 
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It is also important to note that where possible, pupils are always invited to challenge themselves and 

attempt more challenging tasks set for higher ability groups. 

 

3.3 Assessment 

 

Class teachers assess pupils’ work regularly, using the results to inform future planning. In the case of 

topic work in the foundation subjects, assessment will be informal, and linked to learning intentions. They 

mark pupils’ work constructively, paying careful attention to pupils’ errors and misconceptions, and help to 

remedy them. (see Assessment policy and Marking policy) 

 

3.4 Monitoring and evaluation 

 

Curriculum coverage is monitored by class teachers and the Leadership Team. Class teachers highlight 

subject-related coverage for each topic on the National Curriculum programmes of study. They also 

indicate how subject-specific skills have been developed in each topic by highlighting this on the “Skills 

Based Curriculum” document. These documents are updated on a termly basis, and a set is held for each 

cohort of pupils to enable monitoring of coverage. The Leadership Team scrutinise this alongside topic 

planning for each class, to ensure appropriate coverage and progression. Topics are evaluated by class 

teachers in staff meetings, and by pupils in lessons. This is fed back to the leadership team. Teachers 

consider evaluations when planning future topics. (see Monitoring policy) 

 

4 The role of stakeholders 
 

4.1  Governors’ role 

 

It is the Governors’ role to monitor and review this policy and its practice as detailed in the Governors’ 

Handbook and on the School Development Plan.  

 

4.2  Parents’ role 

 

We encourage family learning through Family Learning Projects, the Learning Log approach to homework, 

key stage 1 “Super Smile” afternoons, opportunities for parents and grandparents to come into school and 

work alongside their children, and family members involved in exit point activities. The topic overview for 

each term is shared with parents through the school website. Parents are encouraged to offer support in 

school if they have expertise in an area linked to one of our topics. 

 

4.3  Community role 

 

The community is invited to support the school by: 

 

 contributing to activities, such as assemblies, artistic events, and clubs 

 supporting and joining in with school events 

 voluntarily helping in the classroom, particularly if they have expertise that links to a school topic 

 

4.4  The School’s role 

 

Class teachers will evaluate their own teaching critically and use this to improve effectiveness. Teachers 

will take action to ensure that they have a secure knowledge and understanding of the subject areas they 

teach. Professional development will be used to raise expertise across the curriculum.  
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Appendix 1: Long-Term Topic Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

BEENHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

LONG TERM TOPIC PLAN 2011-2012 
 
 
 
CLASS: 
 

 Topic Focus Subjects 

TERMS 
1 AND 2  

 

 

 
 

 Topic Focus Subjects 

TERMS 
3 AND 4  

 

 

 
 

 Topic Focus Subjects 

TERMS 
5 AND 6  
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Appendix 2: Medium-Term Topic Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

BEENHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL MEDIUM TERM TOPIC PLAN  
TERM:   CLASS: 
 
TOPIC: 
 

First half term 
Week 1 
 

Week 2 
 

Week 3 
 

Week 4 
 

Week 5 
 

Week 6 
 

Theme / 
Focus 

     

EVENTS:       

Knowledge 
     

Global 
Citizenship 

      

Literacy       

Maths       

Values / 
Dispositions 

      

Science skills       

ICT skills       

Humanities 
skills 

      

DT skills       

Art and 
Design skills 

      

Music skills       

PE skills       

RE        

 
*Concept mapping, P4C, TASC Wheel 
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Appendix 3: Weekly Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

BEENHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL WEEKLY OVERVIEW  
 
DATE: 
 
CLASS:  
 
 
 
 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

LITERACY LITERACY LITERACY LITERACY LITERACY 

B R E A K 

NUMERACY NUMERACY NUMERACY NUMERACY NUMERACY 

L U N C H 

RE 

TOPIC: ART 
FOCUS 

TOPIC: ART 
FOCUS 

TOPIC: ICT 
FOCUS 

FRENCH 

PE PE 

 
 

  

TOPIC:  
 

Theme / Focus:  
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Appendix 4: Weekly Objectives Overview for Literacy and Maths  

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Objectives Overview: Class  DATE: 

 
Objectives: 
 
 

Monday 

 
Content: 
 
Assessment: 
 

Tuesday 

 
Content: 
 
Assessment: 
 

Wednesday 

 
Content: 
 
Assessment: 
 

Thursday 

 
Content: 
 
Assessment: 
 

Friday 

 
Content: 
 
Assessment: 
 

 
AFs Level 3 
 
 

 
AFs Level 4 

 
AFs Level 5 

 
AFs Level 6 

 
Names: 
 
 
 
 

Names: Names: Names: 
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Appendix 5: Topic Lesson or Unit Objectives Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Topic Lesson / Unit Objectives Overview: Class  
 

 
DATE: 

 
Subject(s): 
 
 
Objectives / Knowledge / Skills overview: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment / Review: 
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Appendix 6: Subject Time Allocations 

 
Subject Time Allocations –  

Hours:minutes for subjects recommended to be taught each week 

 KS1 KS2 

English  5 7:00 

Maths 3:45 5:00 

Science 1:30 (if taught weekly) 2:00 (if taught weekly) 

D&T 0:45 (if taught weekly) 0:45 (if taught weekly) 

ICT 0:45 (if taught weekly) 0:45 (if taught weekly) 

History 0:45 (if taught weekly) 0:45 (if taught weekly) 

Geography 0:45 (if taught weekly) 0:45 (if taught weekly) 

Art and Design 0:45 (if taught weekly) 0:45 (if taught weekly) 

Music 0:45 (if taught weekly) 0:45 (if taught weekly) 

PE 2:00  2:00 

RE 1:00 1:00 

PHSE/Values 0:45 0:45 

Assemblies 1:50  1:50 

Registration 1:15 1:15 

Break / Lunches 6:15 5:40 

All areas of learning in the Foundation Stage will permeate the whole 
curriculum. They will each be giving equal weighting with regards to planning 
and teaching time. 

 


