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Scarpas' stagecraft continues to shine in Shelton
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SHELTON - For Center Stage founders Gary and Francesca Scarpa, all the world has been a 
stage for four decades. The Scarpas will celebrate 40 years of directing local theatre with their 
production of In the Heights, opening July 29.

The Scarpas met in a play when they were students at Southern Connecticut State College in 
the summer of 1973. They directed their first production in May 1976 with the Shelton High 
School Drama Club when Gary was a young English teacher and Francesca was a college 
sophomore, and the rest is history.

“That first production was The Music Man,” said Gary. “We had a lot 
to learn, but with some help from college friends and staff members at 
Shelton High School, it went off pretty well. A month later, we were 
married at Trinity Church on the Green in New Haven. The entire cast 
attended our wedding, and we toasted with pewter goblets they gave 
us, with the words ´The Music Man 1976´ engraved on them.”

In 1983, the Scarpas founded the Youth CONNection, a summer 
theatre group for high school and college students. Each summer the 
Youth CONNection presented a musical in Shelton. This summer, the 
production of In the Heights features a cast from 12 different 
Connecticut cities and towns.

In 2005, the Youth CONNection became an integral part of a full-time 
theatre, Center Stage, also founded by the Scarpas.

 The Youth CONNection production kicks off each Center Stage season, which consists of 
five full scale productions. The theatre also presents cabaret events and theatre education, 
directed by the Scarpas´ daughter Gina.

“We´re kind of reliving the life of my parents,” said Francesca. “My father, Maestro Fran-
cesco Riggio, was a prominent opera conductor in New Haven and conducted throughout 
Italy as well as in New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles, and my mother was his partner 
in opera and a well-respected voice teacher, so my sister and I grew up in the theatre. The 
same has been true for our children.”

Besides their two daughters, thousands who grew up with them in theatre feel like the 
Scarpas have been their second parents. 

In addition to productions with Center Stage, the Youth CONNection, and Shelton High 
School Drama Club, the couple has directed productions with the Sacred Heart Academy 
Drama Club, the Amity High School Drama Club, the Orange Players, Connecticut 
Experimental Theatre, and Quinnipiac University Theatre.

“Theatre has permeated every aspect of our lives, and it is the glue that has kept our marriage relationship strong,” Gary said. 
“There has never been a year, in our 40-year marriage, when we weren´t directing multiple productions. Forty years is a long 
time, but working as a creative team for all these years has helped us to grow together artistically, intellectually, spiritually, 
and politically very much in the same direction.”

“The gratifying nature of creating live theatre hasn´t changed for us in 40 years,” Francesca said. “We´re especially enthusi-
astic about our success at Center Stage Theatre, and about recent initiatives that have increased our diversity both on the stage 
and in the audience. Productions like Mother Hicks, which helped us tap into the deaf community, as well as Hairspray and 
now In the Heights, which have increased our racial and ethnic diversity make this a very exciting time for us.

 In the Heights will play at Shelton Intermediate School at 8 p.m. July 29, July 30, Aug. 5 and Aug. 6 
as well as at 2 p.m. Aug. 6

Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for students and may be purchased by calling 203-225-6079 or by visiting 
www.centerstageshelton.org
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Farm market creates sense of community on Derby Green

By Patricia Villers

DERBY - The new farmer’s market held Sundays on the Derby Green not only 
promotes healthy eating, it also promotes a sense of community.

Fresh fruits and vegetables, local honey, and homemade baked goods line tables set 
up in the shade. 

Live music at the Gazebo is on the schedule. On Week 3 Derby resident Phil 
Martino was the featured performer.

Market manager Michelle Novak said she has seen more and more people stop by 
to shop “as word gets out.”  She said organizers are working on getting more signs 
to publicize the market, which runs from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
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See more at their Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/Derby-Green-Market-Farmers-Market-318309558503391/#

Novak said the first week in August is National Farmer’s Market week and kids’ 
activities are planned Aug. 7 to kick off the week. Her goal is to get children more 
involved in the market to learn about healthy eating.

She said the market belongs to the Farmer’s Market Coalition. “We want to support 
farmers,” Novak said.

Mayor Anita Dugatto said Sunday there had been a steady flow of customers. “This week 
we have a restaurant here,” she said with a smile. Aaron Magun, executive chef at Seasons 
by Jeffrey, a restaurant on New Haven Avenue in Milford, brought a “pop-up restaurant” to 
the Green. 

He and employee Tim Chuzas worked a grill and made sandwiches. They plan to be cook-
ing at the market each Sunday. The market runs through Oct. 16.
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