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Reading of a Christmas classic highlights Twelfth Night celebration in Ansonia
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - A cozy celebration at the Gen. David Humphreys 
House Sunday marked the end of the Yuletide season for about 
50 people who attended.

A buffet served in the keeping room of the 1698 house featured 
ham, roasted vegetables, soups, cake, cookies, hot cider, and 
more. Visitors stayed warm by a roaring fire as they enjoyed the 
homemade fare. 

The house at 37 Elm St. is the birth-
place of David Humphreys, a Revolu-
tionary War hero and aide-de-camp to 
Gen. George Washington.

In Christian tradition, Twelfth Night is a 
festival marking the feast of the 
Epiphany on the 12th Day of 
Christmas.

“The event was a wonderful way to 
end the Christmas season,” Derby Historical Society Director Paula Norton said. “Many DHS docents, board 
members, and volunteers made it such a successful day. 

“We were especially pleased with the attendance and interest in our Dickens Reading, which was the idea of 
Sandy Mendyk, one of our docents,” Norton said. “We plan to increase this type of programming in the future.” 

The event included a half-hour reading of A Christmas Carol, based on a novella written by Charles Dickens 
in 1843. Kudos to the costumed docents and 
Society members who read their 
lines and assumed their roles in 
an unrehearsed performance. 

Norton thanked Derby Mayor 
Anita Dugatto for visiting early 
in the day. 

She offered special thanks to 
members of the Ansonia Fire 
Department who were alerted 
during the event after a smoke 
alarm continuously went off 
during an open hearth cooking 
demonstration. 

“I’m happy to report all was clear and the event wasn't interrupted,” 
Norton said.
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The demolition of Ansonia's Riverside Apartments continues despite the winter weather. 
This picture was taken last week.
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SHELTON - The Connecticut Assisted Living Association  (CALA) has award-
ed Crosby Commons with the Best Practices Award for Managed Residential 
Services in the Activities category. 

Crosby Commons, an independent and assisted living community on the Wesley 
Village campus

This trade association, formed in 1995, has served to promote and support assist-
ed living providers through education, programmin, legislative and public policy 
advocacy, and assessment of organizational best practices. 

This year, Crosby Commons was selected for this prestigious award for its “Law 
Enforcement Appreciation Day” program where 15 Shelton police officers visit-
ed the campus for a lunch hosted by the community's residents. 

In addition to Crosby Commons’ award, UMH was also the recipient of the 2016 
CALA Best Practices Award in Marketing for their Online Caregiver Link as 
well as the Staff Recruitment and Retention Award for their Supervisor Train-
ing Program. 

Bishop Wicke is located on the Wesley Village Campus at 584 Long Hill Avenue and is owned and 
operated by United Methodist Homes (UMH). Visit www.wesleyvillage-ct.org or call 203-929-5321

This is a press release from Bishop Wicke / United Methodist Homes.

Demolition of apartments on Olson Drive in Ansonia continues

Several residents and staff members photographed at 
Crosby Commons Assisted Living Community in Shelton./ 
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Crosby Commons in Shelton wins assisted living association award
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