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Conservationist offers insight into black bears' behavior
By Patricia Villers
SEYMOUR - There are black bears among us. And their numbers are growing.

Paul Colburn, Connecticut Master Wildlife Conservationsist, Sunday presented a 
talk about black bears at the Seymour Historical Society.

“I volunteer (with the state DEEP) because I’m passionate about the outdoors and 
wildlife,” Colburn said. He said his passion led him to get trained in public out-
reach and education.

Black bears are only found in North America, and their population is estimated at 
700,000, with half of them in the United States.

By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Even though it’s still August, back to school season has arrived.
Children in a summer program at the Valley YMCA were treated to a 
celebration Friday that included visits from Mayor David S. Cassetti and 
Ansonia Police Officer Brian Harte. 

The Valley YMCA at 12 State St. is a branch of the Central Connecticut 
Coast YMCA.

More than 60 children ages 5-12 attended the day camp. The program 
included swimming, arts and crafts, and learning how to plant and tend to a 
vegetable garden.

Cassetti told them about a new youth boxing club he has formed that will be 
held starting Sept. 7 at the Ansonia Armory, and urged them to register for it.

He said the best part of being mayor “is going to the classrooms and seeing 
the kids and talking about my life.”

Continued on Page 2

Black bears started coming into the Northwest corner of Connecticut in the 
mid-1980s, he said, and today there are an estimated 700-800 black bears living in the 
state. Colburn urged people who see a black bear to report a sighting to the DEEP. 
The number is 860-424-3011

Black bears are opportunistic feeders that are “driven by a constant search for food,” 

Colburn said, and they possess a sense of smell that is five to six times that of ablood-
hound. 

The bears are highly intelligent and have a good memory, and “can become habituated 
when food is involved.” 

Ansonia mayor, police officer visit campers at Valley YMCA

Black bears are “excellent climbers and strong swimmers and can run 35 miles per 
hour,” he said, and told the audience not to run if they encounter a black bear. 
“Running will elicit a predatory response,” Colburn said. Instead, “make yourself 
large” by stretching out your arms and make noise. 

“They’re very shy and usually not aggressive,” he said. “They’re going to avoid us; 
they’re normally afraid of us.”

Campers at the Valley YMCA in Ansonia strike a pose Friday, 
the last day of the summer program. Pictured from left are 

Veronica Diaz, 11, Krystiana Dukes, 11, 
and Karisma Jones, 9.

They're omnivores with 80-85 percent of their 
diet is vegetarian.
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Food Trucks in the Valley Sept. 15
SHELTON - Celebrate Shelton is presenting the 3rd Annual “Food Trucks in 
the Valley,” September 15th, 2016 from 4-8 pm at the Shelton River Walk, 80 
Canal Street East. The rain date will be September 20.

This year’s event features Mystery Box Demo and benefits Spooner House and 
The Mary A. Schmecker Turtle Shell Fund.

This free event is designed to create family fun for all in the Valley and sur-
rounding communities. Proceeds from the event will support hunger relief, 
local arts programs and children’s mental health. 

In honor of Hunger Action Month, there will be a collection of collecti 
non-perishable food items for Spooner House.

Over 30 trucks have signed up for 2016, with trucks from all over the state, 
with some from as far away as Glastonbury, Westbrook and Southington. 

Familiar trucks based in the Valley include Firedog, Sza-
bo’s Seafood and Donut Crazy from Shelton; Pierogies on 
Wheels from Derby; and Dad’s Food Truck from Oxford.

Besides food trucks, there will be live music, craft beer, a car 
show, kids activities, handmade artisans and more.

Sponsors include Star 99.9, BMW of Bridgeport, NPI 
Medical, Conaway Design, Shelton Car Care. There will be
drawings for many items from local companies and restau-
rants including a 2016 BMW 4 Series auto.

For the first time, “Food Trucks in the Valley” will be 
presenting a Mystery Box Demo, using ingredients from 
different food trucks attending this year’s event.

Chefs will be unaware of their ingredients until they open 
the box, then have 30 minutes to put a dish together. There 
will be three consecutive demos, with three different chefs, 
using three different boxes of ingredients.

Celebrated Connecticut Chefs participating in the 
Mystery Box Demo are:

• Jason Maur of Monroe
• Mark Vecchitto, The Captain Daniel Packer Inne, Mystic
• Carol Koty, The Waterview, Monroe. 

The chef bios are found at the highlighted links

For more information on sponsoring, volunteering, 
and about our car show, please contact:

Veronica Parsloe at 203-364-7205 
or 

FoodTrucksintheValley@gmail.com

Ansonia mayor, police officer visit campers at Valley YMCA
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Officer Harte talked to the children about staying safe as they head back to 
school. “At the bus stop, where do we stand?” Harte asked.  

 “Tell a grownup, a parent, a teacher, a policeman, a fireman,” Harte advised them.

“When you go to school, make sure you learn,” he said. “You are the future. Somebody in 
this room could be the next mayor of Ansonia, or could work with children at the YMCA, 
be a soccer coach, or be a police officer."

“On the sidewalk!” the kids responded in 
unison. “What if there is no sidewalk?” he 
asked. “On the grass!” they said.

Harte spoke about the importance of learning 
"stranger danger."
He said if someone they don’t know tries to 
give them a ride to school don’t get in the car.
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