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Author’s talk at Seymour Historical Society spotlights history of Yale Bowl
By Patricia Villers
SEYMOUR - For my entire childhood I was 
surrounded by talk of Yale University Athletics, 
from track and field and swim meets to basket-
ball, baseball, and football games.

My father, a New Haven native, worked as a 
statistician for all of those sports, which was an 
avocation he dearly loved. My mother and I ac-
companied him to all kinds of events but try as he 
did I couldn’t get interested in much of it.

I admit it was fun sitting on the 50-yard line and 
singing Boola Boola and getting sandwiches and 
apples my father would hand down to us from 
the press box before the game. And of course 
watching the Yale University Marching Band’s 
antics. So the game, for me, was just part of the 
afternoon.

I did enjoy traveling for football games to other Ivy League cam-
puses. I remember going to away games at Harvard, and Brown, and 
Columbia, and Cornell. I was really young and had no interest in 
football. Truth be told I still don’t.

When I learned that Ansonia resident and sports aficionado Rich 
Marazzi was going to present a program Sunday on the history of 
the Yale Bowl at the Seymour Historical Society I knew I had to be 
there. 

For old time’s sake. For my late parents. For me.

Marazzi wrote a book, A Bowl Full of Memories, 100 Years of Football at the Yale Bowl that was published in 2014. 

“It was not intended to be a book, it was meant to be a legacy for my family, a diary,” he said Sunday. But his collection of memo-
ries evolved over five years of writing into a 400-page book about the 71,000-seat Bowl, the first such stadium built in the United 
States. It was completed in 1914 and in 1987 it was listed as a National Historic Landmark.

Ground was broken in 1913. “It was one big flat meadow,” Marazzi said of the site along Route 34 in New Haven. The playing 
field was built 27 feet below ground level. Marazzi said the 30 portals were built first. 

The construction was “an amazing process, an 
engineering feat,” he said. The Rose Bowl in 
Pasadena, Calif. was patterned after it, he said. 

One oversight was that no bathrooms were installed 
and portables had to be used. Bathrooms were built 
in 1930, Marazzi said.

Marazzi’s presentation was filled with interesting 
stories about the players and coaches. Some served 
in World Wars I and II, others became highly suc-
cessful in a variety of careers.

Marazzi attended his first football game at the Bowl 
with his father in 1948 when he was 5. It wasn’t a 
Yale game though. Instead it was a game between 
Hillhouse High School of New Haven and West 
Haven High School.

Rich Marazzi of Ansonia spoke Sunday about the history of the Yale Bowl and the 
university’s football team at the Seymour Historical Society.
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By Patricia Villers

SHELTON - Folks from all walks of life turned out re-
cently for a retirement party honoring Jack Walsh, Valley 
United Way President and C.O.O.

Walsh, a lifelong Derby resident, is retiring after 28 
years at the helm.

Partygoers packed United Way offices in the former 
Lafayette School to wish him well. 

There they were treated to singing, dancing, and skits 
honoring Walsh, who sat in an armchair on stage to take 
in the performances and some good-natured ribbing.

 

Walsh gets warm sendoff as he retires from Valley United Way

After a reception Walsh’s family, friends, and colleagues assembled 
in the Center Stage theater space on the first floor of the school.

The performances were coordinated by the talented duo of Liz 
Kennard and Pat Tarasovic, with help from many others who per-
formed. 

Derby City Town Clerk Marc Garofalo sang and accompanied the 
singers on the accordion. He and Mayor Mark Lauretti sang “When 
Irish Eyes Are Smiling” in Walsh’s honor, much to the audience’s 
delight.

For those of us who know Jack, it is truly difficult to believe he is 
retiring Wednesday. 

His constant cheerleading for the Valley and his deep knowledge of 
its history and traditions are second to none. Working with him is 
always a pleasure and I wish him all the best as he hopefully takes 
time to relax. 

See video snippets of this fun event here:
https://youtu.be/OtUNYSj5Mso

Happy Thanksgiving!
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