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Center Stage Youth CONNection to hold auditions for In The Heights

SHELTON - Center Stage has announced that auditions for the theater’s 
Youth CONNection summer production of In the Heights will take place 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m May 28. 

High school and college students up to age 23 are eligible to audition. 

Candidates will be required to participate in a dance audition and should 
prepare to sing a song of their choice of not more than one minute prefer-
ably from musical theater using a Broadway soundtrack or an accompa-
niment track. Singing a song from the show is encouraged, and singing a 
capella is discouraged. 

There will not be a reading audition until the callback audition.

The creator of In the Heights, Lin-Manuel Miranda, is also the creator of 
Hamilton, which is currently Broadway’s best selling show. 

Winner of four 2008 Tony Awards, including Best Musical, In The 
Heights is a chronicles the lives of the residents of New York City’s Wash-
ington Heights neighborhood. The story explores universal themes of 
family conflict, first love, the meaning of home, and finding one’s own 
place in the world. 
This Grammy Award-winning score of jazz, pop, salsa, merengue, and hip-hop which serves as a rhythmic and touching 
backdrop for the dream of succeeding in America while at the same time holding onto its culture and heritage.

The Youth CONNection was founded by Gary and Francesca Scarpa in 1983. 

It kicks off each Center Stage Theatre season. Each summer the group presents a major musical at Shelton High School’s 
Percy Kingsley Auditorium. 

Artistic director Gary Scarpa  notes that “Youth CONNection productions are known for their energy, excitement, and 
professionalism.”

In recent years, the group has performed such 
musicals as Peter Pan, Les Miserables, Legally 
Blonde, The Drowsy Chaperone, and Thor-
oughly Modern Millie. 

Members of the Youth CONNection have also 
given benefit performances for worthy causes 
throughout the state, including Juvenile Diabe-
tes, the American Cancer Society, Hospice, the 
Ronald McDonald House, and AIDS Project 
New Haven.

Center Stage Founder and Artistic Director, Gary 
Scarpa, with daughter Gina Scarpa. The father/daughter 

team will direct In the Heights for Center Stage.

To sign up for an audition appointment and for further information about the 
audition, call 203-225-6079 or go to 
http://www.centerstageshelton.org



SHELTON - The Shelton High School Athletic Department is proud to announce 
the accomplishments of SHS Golf team members Tom Sweeney and Patrick Conte 
as recipients of the Western Golf Association Chick Evans Caddie Scholarship. 

This is a very prestigious scholarship which covers full college tuition and housing.  
The Evans Foundation only recently began working with local clubs and awarding 
scholarships to caddies on the east coast. Tom will be attending the University of 
Michigan and Patrick will be attending Penn State University.

Scholarships are awarded to students who work part-time as caddies at local golf 
clubs. The applicants must have a strong caddie record, excellent grades, finan-
cial need, and outstanding character. Caddies are nominated by members of their 
respective clubs and the application and selection process is very competitive.

Sweeney plans to study finance at Michigan and Conte is scheduled to study civil 
engineering at Penn State. Both recipients are current members of the SHS Golf 
Team. 

“We are very thankful for the opportunities provided by our club and the Western Golf Association. “It has been an amazing 
experience which provided us the opportunity to meet some incredible people and build some strong relationships within the 
golf community. We are looking forward to heading to school and working with the other award winners as we begin this next 
phase of our lives.” say Conte and Sweeney. 

“These boys are excellent examples of students who have taken advantage of opportunities provided within the golf commu-
nity and have successfully applied their knowledge and passion for golf to earn this prestigious award. I am very proud of the 
work they have done and excited for their families “, says SHS Golf Coach, Joe LaPorta.

More information regarding the Western Golf Association Chick Evans Scholarship can be found at www.wgaesf.org
The preceeding was taken from a press release from John Niski, Shelton High Schoor Athletic Director 
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