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Emergency workers in Ansonia lauded for quick response
By Ralph Villers

ANSONIA - The pixelated photo to the right may tell the 
story better - but last Thursday I and my wheelchair accessi-
ble Grand Caravan and I found ourselves at an odd position 
uphill and downhill at the same time.

The situation for me was unique - however, the quick and 
competent response from all Ansonia emergency personnel 
obviously was the norm.

I am not one who habitually gets into motor vehicle acci-
dents, my last one in 1996 with my first wheelchair driver 
van (1989 Dodge B250). Yet, on the evening of Nov. 3, on 
the curve leading uphill on Platt Street, a vehicle appeared in 
the middle of the road that was either backing up or making 
a K-turn that prompted me to steer to the right to avoid a 
collision.

Hence the situation the Dodge and myself indulged in that 
night. The upside as far as the accident goes was that:

• The collision with the embankment was at a fairly slow speed;
• The seatbelt held;
• The driver side airbag did not deploy;
• I was not injured

However, this article is not meant to be a frame-by-frame recitation of the accident. It is for me to publicly thank all the 
emergency personnel who responded.

Starting with Ansonia Police Officer Michael Castillo who found and used the axe that allowed him to break the window that 
allowed the doors to be unlocked and opened so I could be extricated; and the fire department personnel who pulled me out 
and onto the stretcher. 

I saw a number of familiar faces among the emergency workers but do not know which fire companies they were from so:

Thanks to the entire Ansonia Fire Department for its quick response to my personal emergency - they shored up the right side 
of the van to prevent it from potentially rolling on its side. Their professional actions were most reassuring to me in this poten-
tially dangerous situation.

And a Fire Chief delivered my power wheelchair to the Griffin Hospital ER. It was a very generous and kind act.

Thanks to Jared Heon and the Ansonia Rescue Medical Services personnel who transported me to Griffin, very courteous, 
reassuring and quick. 

Finally, the medical personnel at Griffin Hospital who handled my situation were very helpful too.

I hope I have not left anyone out. I feel that the emergency services in Ansonia are exceptional, and I truly feel that if one is 
to be in an accident (not by choice), given the great volunteers and staff, Ansonia is the best place with the best personnel to 
assist any and all.

For another view of the incident, see Patti's Valley-Voice Blog post:

http://thevalley-voicect.blogspot.com/2016/11/gratitude-expressed-for-quick-work-of.html
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