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Ansonia mayor, police chief hold community forum with residents
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Bridging the gap between residents and the police department is the goal of an 
initiative launched by the Rev. John Hinson and his wife, Maude Hinson.

Hinson is pastor of First Baptist Church. He and his wife hosted a meeting, “Ansonia Blue 
and You,” at the church Monday to open lines of communication between city officials and 
citizens. About 50 people attended

“We’re building that bridge between police and civilians,” the Rev. Hinson said. “We just 
want to be part of keeping our communities safe and our children safe. We’re not here to 
solve the world’s problems.”

In August the Hinsons held a Law Enforcement Appreciation Day at the church. Another 
one is planned in 2017.

Hale said, “Policing is changing; our nation 
is changing. Violence in our cities is getting 
more dangerous. Officers continue to die.”

Derby Historical Society Annual Fair and Cookie Walk 
Saturday

The Derby Historical Society will sponsor its annual Christmas Fair and Cookie Walk 
from 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturday at the David Humphreys House. 

The historic house is at 37 Elm St, Ansonia

Purchase 18 cookies for $5! 

Find that last-minute gift for the hard to buy for person on your list! 

Handmade items will be available from the Society's talented docents as well as other 
items in the gift shop.

Maude Hinson had set a goal of raising $51,000 to provide 50 trauma kits, helmets, 
ballistic shields, and defibrillators for the police department. So far she has raised 
$8,300 for safety equipment and said she intends to raise the balance of what’s need-
ed in 2017.

Mayor David S. Cassetti and Police Chief Kevin Hale were featured speakers at the 
forum, and answered questions posed by community members.

Ansonia police officers have been building relationships with members of the community, Hale 
said. The officers have held “coffee with a cop" get-togethers, and they plan to participate in an 
annual “shop with a cop” holiday event at Target this weekend for several families in need.

They are also holding a 
‘Stuff-A-Jeep’ food drive 
from noon to 6 p.m. Friday 
at Stop & Shop at 100 
Division St.

Hale said they have held forums at Ansonia High School and will be 
visiting Ansonia Middle School in the spring to meet with students. 

“Where do these kids get their information? Primarily from social 
media,” he said. “We wanted to present that we’re not monsters, 
we’re humans.”

Cassetti said thriving communities have residents who are informed 
and officials that are listening to them. “Community forums give us 
a chance to speak directly to our residents and answer questions.”
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DERBY - Cathi Kellett of Shelton was recently named Advocate of the Year by 
Safe Kids Connecticut.

The award recognizes Safe Kids coordinators who have gone above and beyond 
to promote Safe Kids Connecticut’s Initiatives.

Safe Kids Worldwide is a global organization dedicated to preventing injuries in 
children.

Kellett coordinates Safe Kids Greater Naugatuck Valley and is Special Programs 
Coordinator for Griffin Hospital’s Community Outreach Program. 

She started working with Safe Kids in 2003 and became a Child Passenger 
Safety Instructor in 2006. She recently became one of just 40 CPS Special Needs 
instructors in the country.

When Safe Kids Greater Naugatuck Valley Chapter started in 2004, Kellett expanded its reach by incorporating Griffin Hospital’s 
Children’s Health & Wellness programs. 

She developed a Children’s Safety Theme of the Month program and initiated it in all 15 sites in the chapter’s area. 

“Cathi is willing to share her information and knowledge to all interested in the safety of children and is a wonderful asset to the 
Lower Naugatuck Valley Region,” said Pat Zainc of the Waterbury Police Community Relations Division.

For more information on Safe Kids Worldwide, visit safekids.org
This is a press release from Griffin Hospital.

Shelton resident named Safe Kids Advocate of the year

On Tuesday, the Greater Valley Chamber of 
Commerce Women In Networking Group 
(WIN) distributed $3,000 from its Annual 
WIN Entrepreneurial Grant program to: 

• ConnectiKidz Pediatric Dentistry 
located in Derby, 

• Law Office of Karen A. Fisher located 
in Seymour and 

• One Smart Dog located in Shelton. 

Read more about the Greater Valley Chamber 
of Commerce Women in Networking at:

http://www.greatervalleychamber.com/events/
Women-In-Networking-Council-1282/details

Women In Networking awards grants to 3 Valley entrepreneurs

Pictured (L-R) Dr. Julia Bonks, ConnectiKidz; Sharon Massafra, Home Instead Senior Care (WIN Co-Chair and Grant Selection Com-
mittee); Mary Jo Romano, Financial Planner (WIN Co-Chair and Grant Selection Committee); Dawn Lowery, One Smart Dog ; Karen 
Fisher, Law Office of Karen A. Fisher; Katie Keeney, Comcast (WIN Grant Selection Committee); and Tracy Tenpenny, Tea with Tracy 
(WIN Grant Selection Committee).
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