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Derby remembers victims, heroes of 9-11
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - Close to 100 people gathered Sunday near the 
9/11 memorial on the Green to mark the 15th anniversary of 
the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.

Hotchkiss Hose Company 1 volunteer firefighters sponsored 
the remembrance ceremony, as they have in the past.

The 9/11 monument includes mangled steel salvaged from 
one of the World Trade Center towers that fell after the at-
tacks in New York.

The steel sits atop a Pentagon-shaped granite pedestal to 
serve as a reminder of the hijacked American Airlines’ 
Flight 77 that crashed into the Pentagon building that day.

Rocks on the ground next to the monument memorialize 
United Airlines’ Flight 93, which crashed in a field in 
Pennsylvania after passengers thwarted a hijacking by 
terrorists.

Derby Past Chief Bill Nicoletti was instrumental in obtaining the 
salvaged pieces of steel from the Trade Center site and in getting the 
monument built. It was installed in November 2014. 

Sunday’s ceremony was the second Sept. 11 remembrance held at the 
monument.

Nicoletti said that after 15 years “it’s easy for memories to fade in the 
back of our minds. Our hope is by erecting this monument generations 
of first responders will never forget.”

Nicoletti said the monument is maintained by donations. Inscribed 
memorial bricks surround the base of the pedestal. 

Mayor Anita Dugatto expressed gratitude for all firefighters, who she said 
will run into a burning building as others run from it.

Hotchkiss Hose Capt. Keith Voytek read a timeline of events of the morn-
ing of Sept. 11, 2001 that resulted in almost 3,000 deaths. “Never forget 
means never forget,” Voytek said.
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ANSONIA - Come be one of the first to see the newly renovated, state of the art Emmett O'Brien Technical High School as 
Valley United Way kicks off its 49th Annual Community Campaign.

All are welcome to join in this free, kickoff celebration on Sept. 27 from 5-7 p.m. at the school, 141 Prindle Ave. Visitors will   
enjoy hors d'oeuvres prepared by the school’s Chef Perfecto Valle and take a tour of the new building and workshops. 

Guests will hear plans for the upcoming Valley United Way campaign, learn about how their dollars make an impact in our 
local community and get a first look inside Emmett O’Brien. Pre-registration is required. This event is made possible by the 
generosity of  Marquee Sponsor Iroquois Pipeline Operating Co.

To Join in the Fight for a Stronger Community and help Valley United Way reach its goal, 
visit www.valleyunitedway.org  or call (203) 926-9478. 

Valley United Way to kick off campaign at Emmett O'Brien Tech in Ansonia

The newly renovated Emmett O'Brien 
Technical High School. 

- Photo by Patricia Villers
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