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Enthusiasm marks first Downtown Now! workshop in Derby
By Patricia Villers

DERBY - Nearly 120 stakeholders turned out last week to add 
their voices to the first Downtown Now! event.

The Community Voices workshop was held in the ballroom at 33 
Elizabeth St. 

Residents, property owners, and those who care about the future 
of downtown, including the south side of Main Street, offered 
their ideas for improvement.

Mayor Anita Dugatto said the city wants to learn the answer to what 
she called a simple question: “Why is (Derby’s) prime real estate 
being overlooked by developers?

The workshop was hosted by DPZ Partners, an urban planning 
company based in Miami. 

Marina Khoury of DPZ said the firm studies transportation, residen-
tial units, retail potential, community demographics and municipal 
fiscal health. The planners will gather information and list the down-
town’s assets and liabilities.

Gianni Longo, of Gianni Longo and Associates, a strategic planning 
and urban design firm in New York City, said business owners, city 
employees, property owners, and residents were interviewed prior to 
the workshop to get their input. 

Longo said Derby’s “history and character should be central to 
redevelopment.” Dugatto said it was exciting to see the enthusiasm 
in the room “about how people want to spend their time in Derby.”

I was there to cover the story but I also I participated a bit in the 
discussion as our group came up with three strong places and three 
weak places downtown. 

The historic Green was our 
strongest location, while the 
former Lifetouch building on 
Main Street got our vote as 
the biggest eyesore.

Local residents facilitated 
groups of people seated at 
tables throughout the 
ballroom. 

Kayleigh Apicerno, Chairman of Young Emerging Professionals, a committee of 
the Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce, served as a facilitator and said she was 
impressed with the turnout.
 
“There were more than 100 townspeople and they were very enthusiastic,” she 
said. Apicerno said it was good to see so many people interested in keeping 
Derby’s connection to history alive.

The next Downtown Now! workshop, Community Choices, will be held at 6 p.m. 
Oct. 26 at the ballroom.

Read More:

http://www.derbyct.gov/Downtown-Now-Derbys-
Blueprint-for-Progress/
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Rodriguez said the rebuild is scheduled to take 82 days, 
with a grand opening in December. 

An NFL or MLB player is expected to be at the ribbon 
cutting. Rodriguez said former Major League Baseball 
right fielder Darryl Strawberry helped cut the ribbon at a 
rebuilt Bristollocation, one of more than 20 he owns in 
Connecticut.

Rodriguez is investing $2.5 million in the state-of-the-art 
rebuild. The new, bigger restaurant will create 60 job open-
ings, he said.

It will be more than 4,500 square feet, feature 74 seats, 
multiple drive-through windows, and touch screen video 
games for kids. 

Future plans include adding kiosk techology to offer customers self-service options. “Typically when we do a rebuild we 
add business,” Rodriguez said. The restaurant will be built at a higher level to avoid flooding problems that have plagued the 
site in the past.

Mayor Anita Dugatto thanked Rodriguez for investing in Derby. House Republican Leader state Rep. Themis Klarides of 
Derby said, “It’s nice to see people who want to invest in the state. You not only talk the talk, you walk the walk.”

Rodriguez said, “I give God the glory. I don’t work for man, I work for God.”

By Patricia Villers
DERBY - The McDonald’s on Division Street, a Valley landmark since 1972, is getting a complete rebuild.

The restaurant was razed earlier this month and on Tuesday elected officials joined franchisee Joseph Rodriguez at a 
ceremonial groundbreaking at the site. All that remains of the former restaurant is the iconic golden arches sign.

Ansonia Mayor David S. Cassetti fondly recalled 
when the Derby McDonald’s opened. “I was here in 
1972 at the grand opening when I was a 12-year old 
kid. I had two Big Macs. They came in red boxes 
then.” 

Cassetti said when he was in high school he and his 
friends gathered there on Friday and Saturday nights. 

“It was a great time,” Cassetti said. “There are a lot of 
good memories here.”

Former Derby Mayor Anthony Staffieri was on hand 
for the ceremony. He said he has been a friend of 
Rodriguez since Rodriguez bought the Derby store in 
2006, when Staffieri was mayor. 

“He’s a true American (success),” Staffieri said. 

“He has employed a lot of people, and he keeps 
employing more.”

PLEASE RESPOND BY OCTOBER 3, 2016
Contact Trish Wigglesworth at 203-736-5420 ext. 221 or

 twigglesworth@teaminc.org 
to provide your contact info, names of guests and your meal choices
BEEF: Prime Rib   CHICKEN MARSALA   FISH: STUFFED FILLET OF SOLE

You can provide credit card information over the phone or mail a check payable to:
TEAM, Inc., Attention, Trish Wigglesworth, 30 Elizabeth St., Derby, CT 06418

What's cookin'? In Derby, it's a $2.5M rebuild of McDonald's on Division St.
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