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Ansonia police station tour underscores need for modern facility
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - The Ansonia Police De-
partment Wednesday invited community 
members to view for themselves the 
dilapidated facility officers call home.

The department was relocated in 1980 
from City Hall into the former Larkin 
School, 2 Elm St. The brick structure 
built in the late 19th century is in dire 
need of a variety of upgrades. 

Construction of a state-of-the-art police 
facility is proposed on Olson Drive, 
former site of the Riverside Apartments. 

The proposal is one of the referendum ques-
tions on the Nov. 8 ballot. 

At a recent Mayor’s Night Out to inform voters 
about the referendum Police Chief Kevin Hale 
said he realized the $12 million price tag for the 
project is “a lot of money.” However, he said 
the building rehab items are needed and not 
part of "a wish list.”

The plans include a 26,000-square-foot space 
with six cells and an indoor firing range where 
Hale said officers can train at any time, a locker 
room, and plenty of parking.

The Elm Street facility is almost 17,000 square 
feet, Hale said, but only half of it is useable 
space. And there is very little parking available. 

The department employs 46 officers and 10 
civilians.

Lt. Patrick Lynch showed a tour group a small 
conference room the police and city department 
heads use as an emergency operations center. 
“When there’s a major incident, this is where 
(the work) all happens. We’re hoping with the 
new building we’ll have a separate EOC.

Lt. Andrew Cota said Wednesday 
every space in the police station 
serves as a multi-purpose room. 
He showed a tour group officers’ 
cramped work conditions and a 
lack of storage space for evidence 
and equipment.

Town Clerk Janet Waugh said 
she was “embarrassed” to see the 
decrepit conditions under which 
the police department works.

Learn more about Ansonia's 
November 8 referundum

here
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30th Anniversary celebration brings back memories

Now it is 30 years and two wonderful children later – children who have grown into fine adults, Allegra and Cameron. From the 
moment I met Ralph it was clear he was a special man who refused to let a disease, muscular dystrophy, bring him down as it has so 
many others. While it eventually forced him to live in the confines of a wheelchair, don't ever use the word handicapped around him.

Working with Patti, he is the guiding force behind the Valley Voice, a newsletter he lays out and contributes articles to on a regular 
basis. He and Patti are producing other newsletters as well.

But much more than that, Ralph has made major contributions to his community, serving as Chairman of the Ansonia Cultural Com-
mission, as an Advisory Board member for the Greater Valley Salvation Army,  Treasurer of the Valley Arts Council and a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Derby Historical Society.

But it is not his volunteer work or the Valley Voice that defines him.

It is his quiet warmth which melds seamlessly with that of his wife and partner.

And as I made a toast at their 30th anniversary reception, the years blended one into the other and I felt lucky to be there.

Robert Pollack is a writer living in Ansonia.

By Robert C. Pollack
I attended the 30th wedding anniversary reception of Valley Voice producers Ralph and Patti Villers Sunday at Marco Pizzeria and 
Restaurant in Derby and as I sat munching pizza and salad with some 24 other people in attendance, the memories came flooding 
back.

I remembered the shy young woman who walked into my office when I was editor of the now defunct Evening Sentinel looking 
to be promoted from her job as a part-time stringer to full time reporter.

I remembered  how she worked hard on her own time to improve her journalist skills until I promoted her and how she spent 18 
hours on the high seas on a shark hunting boat in pursuit of a great white shark that had been sighted off the Connecticut coast, an 
assignment she couldn't believe I gave her. 

I remembered the epic “shark story” she wrote that won her a 
coveted Feature of the Year award from the Associated Press and how 
that story and many others she wrote for both The Sentinel and the 
New Haven Register helped transform her into the confident, poised 
woman she is to this day.
Enter Ralph Villers.
I gave Patti a dating service some 33 years ago for Christmas – by that 
point she had almost become the daughter I never had – and I watched 
with some frustration as she dated. I was beginning to give up hope 
when Patti came home from her latest date. I was having dinner with 
her mother, the late Marion McDonald, at the time. The front door 
opened and Patti stood there with a smile lighting her face.

“He's niiiiiiiiiice,” she said, turning the word nice into a kind of song.

Bingo.

SHELTON - Wesley Village will host the Wesley Village Halloween 5K & Fun 
Walk Oct. 29.

The event takes place at 9 a.m. at Wesley Village and features a 5K, 1-Mile 
Walk and ½-Mile Kids Fun Run. This year’s 5K course is a flat out and back 
course.

A record crowd of over 400 runners and walkers is expected. 

The first 300 5K entrants will receive a tech T-shirt. Cotton T-shirts will be 
given to all other event participants. Runners ages 70+ run for free.

The post-race party features entertainment, a brunch with egg sandwich-
es, smoothies, fruit, granola bars, bagels, and more! 
Children’s activities include a bounce house, face painting, clown and 
trick-or-treating - costumes are encouraged! 

Race proceeds for 2016 will benefit the Alzheimer’s Association and 
life-enriching and award-winning programs for seniors at the Wesley Vil-
lage senior living campus. 

For more information on The Wesley Village Halloween 5K & Fun Walk, 
visit www.jbsports.com or call JB Sports, 203-481-5933.
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