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Ansonia residents voice concern over Wakelee Avenue upgrade 

By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - About 60 residents, most of 
whom live or work on Wakelee Avenue, turned 
out Wednesday night at Ansonia Rescue 
Medical Services’ facility to vent their 
frustrations about reconstruction of the road.

Mayor David S. Cassetti and Economic 
Development Director Sheila O’Malley hosted 
a public hearing on the $4.8 million project 
slated to begin in the spring.

Last year the city received a $3.5 million 
grant from the state Department of 
Transportation for the work.

Since then the engineering cost of the project has gone up, and the city sought and received an additional $1.3 million from the 
state.

The project planned for the major thoroughfare on the West Side will reconstruct the road and sidewalks along a one-mile stretch 
from Division Street to Franklin Street.

The work will include new concrete curbing, curb ramps, sidewalks, cross-
walks, driveway aprons, pavement markings, installation of 49 catch basins, 
and utility pole relocation.

Residents voiced concerns about the prep work being done on underground 
utility lines. Their concerns included placement of light poles and driveway 
access.

The public hearing featured a presentation about the design plans by Bill 
Anderson, an engineer from VHB, a firm in Wethersfield. He said the 
project will include five-foot wide sidewalks and maintain the width of the 
roadway.

O’Malley said the goal of the reconstruction “is to have a street that is 
beautiful.”

See related photo on Page 2 

On Oct. 3 PerkinElmer Shelton presented Remy Kocurek, di-
rector, St. Vincent de Paul Society Helping Hands of the Valley 
Thrift Stop and Food Bank in Derby, with a check for $3,100. 

Supported by its thrift store at 237 Roosevelt Drive, St. Vincent 
de Paul often does not have enough funds to keep the food bank 
stocked. 

Donations for St. Vincent de Paul Society were raised from the 
annual Klein Cup Golf Tournament, in honor of Gene Klein, for-
mer Senior Scheduler at PerkinElmer, who passed away in 2003. 

Thanks go out to Klein's coworkers and fellow golfers Ed Eckert, 
Robert Van Egghen, Rick Frank, John Marciniak, Fred Rubino, 
and Neil Vegliante who created the fundraiser in 2013 as part of 
the tournament and raised thousands of dollars over the past few 
years.

This is a press release from PerkinElmer.

Presenting the check, L-R: Bob Van Egghen, Neil Vegliante III, 
Remy Kocurek, St. Vincent de Paul and Fred Rubino

PerkinElmer Donates $3,100 to St Vincent de Paul Helping Hands in Derby
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Valley United Way Announces New President
Valley United Way has named Sharon Gibson Ellis as the new President and C.O.O. She succeeds Jack 
Walsh who announced his plans to retire earlier this year. 

Ellis comes to Valley United Way with a wealth of experience in the United Way system. She served as 
the professional head of United Ways of Benton & Lincoln Counties (Oregon), United Way of Muscatine 
(Iowa) and most recently United Way of Greater Williamsburg (Virginia).

Valley United Way Board Chairman Jen Bull said, “We conducted a very thorough and lengthy search for 
Jack’s successor, and we are thrilled to have hired someone with such a successful track record within the 
United Way system. She is a very caring and knowledgeable person with excellent leadership skills who 
rose to the top of a very talented group of candidates. She will begin her tenure with Valley United Way on 
Nov. 7 and work closely with Jack until his retirement at the end of the month.”

Ellis said that she is, ".....excited to work with the United Way volunteers, staff and community to serve 
the Valley.  I have heard wonderful things about the Valley. This is a very unique community and I am 
looking forward to the tremendous opportunities ahead.”

Throughout her United Way career, Ellis has earned a reputation for spearheading and facilitating numerous collaborations around 
housing, food security, and homelessness. Of particular importance was an effort in Williamsburg to understand the root causes of 
homelessness among precariously housed populations. That effort resulted in establishment of the Housing Collaborative that has 
transformed and expanded the community system to more effectively deal with the issue.

Ellis has managed disaster recovery efforts at two of her previous United Ways and even authored and taught curriculum on orga-
nizational management as well as serving as a consultant for other nonprofit organizations. She also has a great understanding of 
for-profit business as she has had personal success in retail where she owned and operated three businesses.

This is taken from a press release by the Valley United Way

Ansonia Mayor David S. Cassetti announces 'Wake Up 
Wakelee!' initiative outside Lear Pharmacy on 

Wakelee Avenue, April 2015

See more: 
http://thevalley-voicect.blogspot.com/2015/04/anso-

nias-wakelee-avenue-to-get-major.html

http://www.nhregister.com/general-news/20150414/vital-cor-
ridor-wakelee-avenue-in-ansonia-to-get-35-million-overhaul
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