
Seymour pays tribute to late Middle School Principal  
By Patricia Villers 
SEYMOUR - Colleagues, former students, and members of the community fondly remembered the late Seymour Middle School 
Principal Paul Porter during a touching ceremony last week at the school. 

The Board of Education held the ceremony to dedicate the school auditorium in Porter’s 
memory. It is now the Paul C. Porter Memorial Auditorium.  
Porter served as principal from 1988-2004, and died in October 2014 in South Carolina, 
where he and his wife, Susan, had relocated after retirement. She taught French for 35 
years at Middletown High School.  

Susan Porter said she and her husband had been “high school sweethearts.” She was on 
hand for the ceremony as were their son, Ryan Porter, and daughter, Cassie McLaughlin, 
among other family and friends. 

About 200 people attended. 

Seymour Board of Education member Jay Hatfield called Porter “larger than life,” and 
Superintendent of Schools Christine Syriac said “Paul was loved and could never be 
replaced.” 

Former Chatfield Elementary School Principal Ken Ewaskie said Porter was always 
thinking about other people.  

“Paul was an innovator who understood well the principles of learning.” He said Porter has 
left a legacy “that’s as simple as it is profound.” 

Ewaskie also addressed Porter. He said, “Paul, you have enriched our lives, and you are etched 
in our hearts forever.” 

Former Superintendent of Schools Eugene Coppola, who was superintendent when Porter 
was principal, said, “One of the best decisions ever made in Seymour Public Schools was 
to hire Paul Porter.” He added, “We thank you for giving the best you had.” Coppola 
called the dedication “a very fitting tribute in your honor.” 

The ceremony included the Seymour Middle 
School Glee Club singing “The Star 
Spangled Banner,” and the Seymour Middle 
School band performing “Amazing Grace.”  
My friend Jean Falbo-Sosnovich, New 
Haven Register correspondent, was there to 
cover the event. I thank her for letting me 
know about it!  

As an alumna of the Seymour school system 
Jean really enjoyed the ceremony. 
I asked her to give me a comment, and this is 
what she said, “Seeing so many of my 
former school teachers was such a wonderful 
blast from the past… 
“I covered many stories at Seymour Middle 
School with Paul Porter at the helm, and whether he was sporting slicked back hair 
with cuffed jeans and dancing the stroll for a 1950s day or wearing a loud Hawaiian 
shirt and tossing beach balls around the school cafeteria, Paul certainly knew how to 
engage students and staff to make school fun.” 
I always enjoyed visiting Seymour Middle School to cover programs there for the 
New Haven Register.  
Porter was someone who made a visitor immediately feel at ease, and I felt like I 
knew him for a long time right after I had met him. His students were certainly 
fortunate to have him as their principal. 
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Ryan Porter looks at a sign honoring his late 
father Paul Porter. It will be installed at the 

entrance to the Seymour Middle School 
auditorium.

The late Paul Porter bought this knight in 
shining armor at an antique shop and put it 

in the school cafeteria. Students dubbed 
the knight "Sir Lunch-A-Lot."
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Circle of Friends at Griffin Hospital in Derby supports others with cancer 
diagnosis 

By Patricia Villers 
DERBY - At our 'Circle of Friends' support 
group meeting last Thursday, we created 
cards for friends we've never met.  
We are breast cancer survivors who meet 
once a month at The Center for Cancer 
Care at Griffin Hospital.  
We always have a lot of laughs, and 
Thursday night was no exception.  
As always a big thank you goes out to our 
group facilitators, Joyce Grohe and Donna 
Hayes, for making the meetings memorable!  
The notes we penned for women who recently have been diagnosed with breast cancer 
are meant to encourage them on their treatment journey.  
Our handwritten, colorful cards will be 
sent to the Girls Love Mail program based 
in Folsom, Calif. to be read over before 
being distributed.  

Participants are urged to start 
their letters with "Dear 
Friend," or "Dear Sister," and 
to follow writing guidelines. 
We had fun using stickers, 
feathers, and other forms of 
"bling," as we called it, to 
decorate the cards.  
Girls Love Mail was not around 
in 2011 when I was diagnosed, but I know I would have loved to receive a 
hand-written note of encouragement from a friend I had never met.  

See more pics from this event at the Valley-Voice CT Blog 
See more about the Circle of Friends Here and Here 

All Funk’d Up to kick off Ansonia Summer Concert Series 
By Ralph Villers    
The Ansonia Cultural Commission announces the first acts planned for 
Summer 2016 Concert Series at Veterans Park.  
The first two concerts have been booked, and there will be announcements 
of more upcoming performers for the series. We feel that The Valley-Voice 
readers and fans will enjoy the music. 
On July 6, the fun All Funk’d Up will be performing from 7-9 PM. The 
band has performed in the Summer Concert series in 2014 and 2015, and 
will also be performing at the Rock the Valley event at Nolan Field on 
August 22. 

The band’s repertoire 
includes danceable songs 
from the 1960s through today.  
Check out the video link below of All Funk’d Up performing the classic 1979 
song Let’s Groove by Earth Wind and Fire. The sidewalks in the park will 
accommodate any and all visitors who are ready to move to classic dance music.  
The second concert in Veterans Park will be held on July 13, and features the 
1930s-1940s music of Newington based Simply Swing. Prior to the advent of a 
Top 40 radio format, this was the popular music of the day. 
Brassy and precise, Simply Swing harkens back to a time where the musicians 
played instruments without amplification and electronic enhancements. 

Video: All Funk’d Up plays Let’s Groove, August 2015 

Video: Stompin’ at the Savoy by Simply Swing, August 2015
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