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Ansonia remembers Pearl Harbor on 75th anniversary of attack
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Veterans and residents Wednesday marked the 75th anni-
versary of the Japanese bombing of the U.S. Naval Pacific Fleet at Pearl 
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. The aerial attack plunged the United States into 
World War II.

More than 50 people attended an annual ceremony hosted by Comco-
wich Carver Post 597, Veterans of Foreign Wars, in Veterans Park next 
to Ansonia City Hall.

Post 597 Commander Patrick Freeman, a disabled veteran of the Viet-
nam War, said, “It’s important for us to be vigilant.” He said the history 
of World War II needs to be taught to the younger generation. “They 
don’t teach it in school any more,” Freeman said. “We should never 
forget.”

Mayor David S. Cassetti read a proclamation and the Rev. Russell 
Lesiw, pastor, Seymour Evangelical Baptist Church, led an invoca-
tion and benediction.

Shelton Mayor Mark Lauretti said, “We have an obligation to 
teach our younger generation about (Pearl Harbor).” 

He suggested that schoolchildren be invited to the annual remem-
brance ceremony in the future.

“Thank you for inviting me here each year to support this cause,” 
Lauretti said.

Members of St. Peter and St. Paul Catholic War Veterans served as a 
firing squad.

Master of Ceremonies 
was Peter J. Dan-
ielczuk. 

He thanked Casimir 
Brejwo, Quartermaster, 
Comcowich Carver 
Post 497, for coordinat-
ing the ceremony each 
year.

By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - The Salvation Army Greater Valley of Ansonia is seeking volunteers to ring the bell at its red kettles this 
Christmas season. The Corps has a fund-raising goal of $65,000 this year, Major Wilder Garcia said. The kettles are 
set up at nine locations throughout the Valley. They are:

• Adams Supermarket, White Hills, 200 Leavenworth Road, Shelton.
• Walmart, 465 Bridgeport Ave., Shelton.
• Stop & Shop, 898 Bridgeport Ave., Shelton.
• Super Stop & Shop, 15 Franklin St., Seymour.
• Super Stop & Shop, 100 Division St., Ansonia.
• Walgreen’s Drug Store, 700 Bridgeport Ave., Shelton.
• Walgreen’s Drug Store, 13 Seymour Ave., Seymour.  
• Big Lots, 600 New Haven Ave., Derby.
• Market 32 by Price Chopper, 140 Main St., Oxford. 

Shifts are from 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.-7 p.m. Monday through Saturday. A half-hour lunch break is 
included. No shifts on Sundays. Garcia said all of the money donated stays in the Valley to help needy members of 
the community.

Salvation Army Greater Valley seeks bell ringers for holiday season
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By Patricia Villers
SHELTON - Identity theft is a fast-growing crime.

The Federal Trade Commission says 19 people become victims of iden-
tity theft every minute and the average victim can expect to spend $500 
and 30 hours resolving each identity theft crime.

Although thieves employ a variety of methods ranging from purse and 
smartphone snatching to cyber attacks to steal personal identities there 
are ways to combat them.

Customers at Stop & Shop on Bridgeport Avenue learned some valu-
able lessons Tuesday thanks to state and local police, Stop & Shop em-
ployees, and People’s-United Bank representatives. They took part in an 
awareness campaign to demonstrate how to avoid being victimized.

State, Shelton police offer identity theft prevention tips

State Public Safety Commissioner Dora Schriro said, “We need to keep an eye out for the elderly, 
infirm, and people (shopping) with little ones.”

Shoppers were shown how to protect personal belongings when out in public. Schiro said a 
customer can “leave her bag in the cart for a second, turn around and it’s gone.”

To that end, People’s United Bank senior community relations specialist Angela DeLeon pretended 
to be a shopper browsing the supermarket aisles but in reality she was looking for unsuspecting 
shoppers. 

The Naugatuck Community Band will be presenting "Sounds of the Season" a concert of Christmas 
and Holiday classics. It will be held on Saturday at 7:00 p.m. at Seymour Middle School, 211 Moun-
tain Road.

Admission is free. A food drive for a local charity will be part of the event and you are encouraged to 
bring a non-perishable food item.

The concert is sponsored by the Seymour Culture and Arts Commission.

The Band under the direction of Joel Knecht is a volunteer, non-profit organization consisting of musicians from throughout the Nau-
gatuck Valley area and beyond. For more information, please call Kim at 203-888-7880

Naugatuck Community Band presenting Sounds of the Season in Seymour

When DeLeon found someone not keeping an eye on her belongings, 
Shelton Police Department Crime Prevention Officer David Eldridge 
assisted her in telling the shopper about the awareness campaign. He 
put a “Keep An Eye on Your Purse” sticker on the “victim’s” pocketbook 
as a reminder.

Stop & Shop public relations representative Cindy Carrasquilla said 
being vigilant in public places “is important to make the job of a thief a 
little more difficult this holiday season.”

Mayor Mark Lauretti also was on hand to participate in the awareness 
campaign, which he said “makes a lot of sense.”

He referred to an old adage that remains true today: “An ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure.”
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