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The Valley-Voice Newsletter is now published twice-weekly! 
We now give you even more of the best of the Valley every Monday and Thursday 

Club takes part in national program to mark Arbor Day
By Patricia Villers
SEYMOUR - Fourth graders at Bungay Elementary School appeared to have a roarin’ good time 
Friday learning about Arbor Day from Seymour Lions Club members. 

Club president Melissa Smith, and members Anne Barton and Christina Rubano visited classrooms 
to talk about the history of Arbor Day and the importance of planting trees.
Arbor Day was established in 1872 in Nebraska by J. Sterling Morton, a newspaper editor.

Earth Day at the Ansonia Nature Center
Under the azure blue sky with  lots of sun, Ansonia Nature and Recreation Center staff and 
supporters celebrated Earth Day. The April 30 festival was replete with animals, hikes, activi-
ties, art by the Valley Arts Council and live music from Rattlin’ Windows.

There is a drive to raise funds for a new playscape. expected to cost over $180,000. Below 
right is is a proposal for a new structure on the site of the recently razed playground.

Children also learned the history of Lions Clubs International.

Smith said in 1917 Chicago businessman Melvin Jones started a service organization

He wanted a name that would describe his vision for the club and chose lions because, 
Smith said, “They are strong, majestic, and proud of what they do.”

The Lions also distributed evergreen tree seedlings to each child to take home and plant.

Teacher Chris Cummings said he loves the 
environment and seeks to instill that love in his 
students. 

He discussed the history of Arbor Day with them, 
and included fun activities in the classroom as 
part of his teaching.



Ansonia’s Triple Play 2016!
Fore more info, see...

city ofansonia.com

DERBY - Housatonic BSA Cub Scout Pack 3, Boy 
Scout Troop 3, and Venture Crew 33 Scouts are pre-
paring for their 92nd Annual Scout Gang Show. It will 
be held at 7:30 p.m. May 6 and 7 at Derby Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall at the corner of Fifth and Eliz-
abeth Streets.

The show is part old-time variety and part Gang Show, 
in the English Scouting tradition. 

This annual production was first performed in 1922 
(except for two years during World War II). It is the 
longest running show of its kind in the world. 

Troop 3 Scoutmaster Randy Ritter has been directing 
the show for the past 22 years.

Ritter said, “The annual show allows our Cub Pack, Scout Troop, and Venturer Crew to work together towards a com-
mon goal, the scouts gain self-confidence performing while learning traditional songs and we raise funds to support 
our Scouting activities.” 

More than 100 Scouts, leaders and parents will perform.

Tickets are $10 and are available from any Pack 3, Troop 3 or Crew 33 Scout or by calling 203-732-0343. A limited 
number of tickets will be available at the door. 

Proceeds from the show help send Scouts to summer camp at Ed Strang Scout Reservation, Cub Scout Day camp and 
Venture Crew 33’s upcoming Caribbean sailing adventure. 

This has been taken from a press release from Scoutmaster Randy Ritter. Contributed photo.

92nd Scout Gang Show Endmen (joke tellers) 
Front (L-R): Michael McMahon, James Chopak,

Interlocutor Randy Ritter, Naveen Madivala, Jason Edwards. 
Back: Joe Szewczyk, Ben Grasso, Michael Shea, Billy Kowarik. 

Scouts to present 92nd annual Gang Show at Derby church


