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From The Computer Industry to the Sex Industry, Feelmore510 Owners Bio

Oakland, CA – After spending more than 10 years in Downtown Oakland as a Network 
Engineer, such companies as Clorox and Chevron Federal, Nenna saw an opportunity 
to open an Adult Retail Establishment in a city that was suffering a ‘Retail Death’.  Now 
Feelmore510 is open in the Uptown District of Downtown Oakland.  Living in Oakland, 
CA but born in Las Vegas Nevada, Nenna has continually created her own opportunities
in the adult industry for several years now.  

She began selling adult products from boxes on street corners, bars, parking lots, and in 
front of Oakland clubs.  From here, she began to engage potential customers on a 
deeper level to find out what they desired in an Adult Store.  After developing a 
business plan, she began to look for a retail location.  Through more than 20 spaces 
and 5 years later, she has opened Feelmore510 ‘an Adult Progressive Retail 
Establishment’ she says.  

Nenna continues to stay busy shooting adult films with her 1st film, Tight Places: a drop 
of color’ winning a Feminist Porn Award for ‘Most Deliciously Diverse’ in 2011 out of 
Tornoto.  Other adult works for Nenna include being a curator of an annual erotic 
photography gallery event named ‘Sugar in the Raw’.

Now with Feelmore510, Nenna gets to have a central base for all of her creative works.  
Additionally, she is a San Francisco Sex Information (SFSI) Alumnus which consistently 
speaks to educational and social organizations on various sexual topics.  

She is working to reach a demographic, Person of Color, which tends to be generally 
silent in the Novelty sector of the Adult Industry.  Feelmore510 is located in the heart of 
Oakland an Urban community which is one of the largest Person of Color LGBT 
communities in the country. 
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FAST FACTS

Feelmore510 is a Progressive Retail Establishment offering traditional and innovative adult 
products.  Additional products include: Books, Film, Vintage Magazines & Books, as well 
as Vintage Vinyl.

 Owned and Operated by Nenna Joiner
 Opened February 14, 2011
 Located at 1703 Telegraph Avenue Oakland, CA
 Monday – Tuesday 11am – 9pm; Wednesday – Saturday 11am – 11pm; Varying 

hours on Sundays for events.
 Trained Assistants to educate clients on products  offerings. 
 Erotic Artwork Gallery featuring collectable locally and globally known artist
 Staff available for speaking engagements
 Mature Party booking opportunities for the home or in-store catering to the needs of 

our Diverse Clientele.
 Monthly First Friday’s events
 Concierge Service such as International Shipping and Neighborhood Delivery
 Social Network: Facebook: Feelmore510;Twitter: Feelmore510; LinkedIn: nenna-

joiner
 Event Space for the Community or Private. 
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Urban Vibe
Feelmore 510 caters to people of color

for people of color—one that makes them

feel welcome.

“During my travels to other cities and

the adult stores there, I started looking at

the products and the packaging and won-

dered why there weren’t more persons of

color available on the packaging,” she said.

“It’s not that I think this is a segment of the

population that has been ignored, but it

certainly hasn’t been capitalized on.”

For so long, Joiner said, the novelty

industry has been controlled by white men:

The packaging is geared toward their sen-

sibilities, and not necessarily those of

women and people of color, she pointed

out.

So Joiner decided to model her store

after places like Babeland and Good

Vibrations, as well as fill a void in her com-

munity.

“I wanted something that would give

voice and character to different ethnici-

ties,” she said. “And I wanted something

that would create a sense of loyalty to the

community. We are the only retail store

that’s open after 5 p.m. in downtown

Oakland. So far, we are receiving a lot of

support and encouragement from other

A
n African American woman who

lives in San Francisco’s East Bay,

Nenna Joiner noticed some time

ago that people like her were not adequate-

ly portrayed in adult entertainment. So the

filmmaker took it upon herself to create

true queer porn featuring people of color.

Not long after that, Joiner realized peo-

ple like her weren’t adequately represented

and addressed when it came to adult

stores, either. And once again, she set out

to do something about it.

That something turned out to be

Feelmore 510, which opened its doors ear-

lier this year in downtown Oakland. And

Joiner does her best to ensure Feelmore

510 lives up to its motto of “It’s More Than

Just Sex” by not only offering sex toys and

other adult products, but also erotic art-

work, vintage porn collections of books and

magazines dating back to the 1920s, and

pieces from local artisans.

There are Buddha statues in the win-

dows, a gallery of adult-themed art inside

and typically anything from jazz, blues or

classical music drifting from the open door

to the sidewalk and passerby outside. The

goal is to create a comfortable environment

businesses and people in the area. I think

we are taking people by surprise here. And I

am hoping that other people will benefit

from this new opportunity and this retail

space.”

And by only stocking products that are

designed to be non-threatening to men or

women, and that have more tasteful, nonde-

script packaging, she is hoping to send a

small message to manufacturers, too.

“There is a marketing opportunity here

for many manufacturers to rebrand their

packaging, and hit a wider, more colorful

audience,” she said. “Anyone can be made

to feel comfortable in buying a sex toy if the

products and packaging are not offending or

intimidating to them.”
—SHERRI L. SHAULIS

Feelmore 510

1703 Telegraph Ave.

Oakland, CA 94612

(510) 891-0199 • info@feelmore510.com

Nenna Joiner created a colorful store for people of color.
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Feelmore510 is bringing sexy back to Oakland
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The Bay's east side can seem a little prudish, especially when compared to its slutty sister city. Until February, Oakland's only retail resources for sex were a
couple of trashy adult "superstores." Those places can be fun and functional, but it's safe to bet the cashier probably isn't too concerned about answering a
list of questions and making you feel comfortable with your purchase. Nenna Joiner, the owner of Oakland's new sex-positive shop, Feelmore510 [1], is quite
the opposite and simply can't wait to start friendly conversations about sex with everyone in her community.
Joiner, a sex educator and adult film director, has been dreaming about opening an Oakland shop for years, but her ideas go far beyond retail. From
terminology to etiquette, Joiner says her community needs to start at the beginning, birds and bees style. "I love talking to people. People teach me new
things everyday. I'm open and not judgmental. I'll talk about anything," she says after ushering a couple ladies out the door who had spent their lunch break
browsing. 
From basic questions to the personal, Joiner is educating from the inside out. "A guy came by the other day asking if it was gay for him to want to play with his
girlfriend's butt," she says. "San Francisco takes its sexual openness for granted -- the community there is so exposed, probably overexposed," she laughs, a
playful swipe at the close-knit kink communities and accessible sex-positive resources she loves.
Joiner says Oakland residents may attend erotic events like Folsom or shop for dildos west of the bridge, but when they return home, the conversation goes
flaccid. She puts partial blame on years of serious bedroom talk: preventative health and safe sex practices have been a priority due to the high number of
HIV cases in the area. No one is contesting the importance of these topics, but in terms of fast, slutty fun they can be total Debbie Downers [2]. Joiner wants to
put the spunk back into conversations about sexuality. 
Before the shop opened, the surrounding neighborhood seemed nervous about the addition of a sex shop on the block, but Joiner has been extra careful to
make sure people understand that her intentions are purely rooted in the revitalization of Oakland. She keeps up on local politics, attends city meetings,
directs tourists to other neighborhood businesses, and even watches high school band concerts. She waves at people from across the street and welcomes
anyone inside to chat and enjoy the space. Joiner feels supported by the city around her, which she thinks is happy to recognize her role as a successful
business owner. She regularly gets friendly calls from the Alameda Small Business Association, casual check-ins to make sure she's doing well.
"They know I'm a young woman of color, working my ass off. Maybe they don't watch porn or have interest in the products I sell, but they support me because
they know how hard I'm working."
Nestled between downtown office buildings on Telegraph Avenue, Feelmore510 lures in its share of curious customers during the day with a modest store
front that looks more art gallery than porn hub. Inside the store, Joiner loves to play her late grandmother's vinyl collection, including Sinatra and Perry Como,
which perfectly compliment the space's glowing chandeliers and velvet curtains. The shop stays open until midnight, way past the bedtime of most of her
neighbors', but with the Fox Theater nearby and a collection of bars and clubs in walking distance, Joiner likes providing the night owls some after-party
options.
"I stay open late because I want to help more people have great sex." Getting people off the streets and under the sheets with body-safe, pleasurable
accessories-- now that's community activism!
 
Feelmore510
1703 Telegraph Avenue, Oakland



(510) 891-0199
www.Feelmore510.com [3]
 

Amber Schadewald
Source URL: http://www.sfbg.com/sexsf/2011/07/01/feelmore510-bringing-sexy-back-oakland
Links:
[1] http://www.feelmore510.com/
[2] http://www.hulu.com/watch/19280/saturday-night-live-debbie-downer-birthday-party
[3] http://www.feelmore510.com



Oakland's newest sex shop is cut from a different cloth

1

Ted Trautman/OaklandNorth.net

Feelmore510 is the first adult store to open in Oakland in ten years.

Feelmore510, Oakland's newest adult store, opened--somewhat appropriately--on Valentine's Day this week, but it 
has not been universally welcomed. When Nenna Joiner applied for permits to open the store two months ago, 
opponents complained that Feelmore510's Uptown location would put it within 500 feet of several major gathering 
places for young people, including Youth Radio, a foster housing agency called First Place for Youth, and Oakland 
School for the Arts.

But not everyone objects to Feelmore510. Joiner calls her store "sex positive": a welcoming shelter for customers of 
any gender, race, or sexual orientation. Besides toys and other sex shop staples, Joiner sells literature and vintage 
records, and plans to host sexual health workshops in the future. Donn Harris, executive director of Oakland School 
for the Arts, says the store fits into Uptown's identity as an arts and entertainment center, and that almost any store 
would be better than the empty storefront it replaces.

Despite vocal objections at an Oakland Planning Commission hearing in December, commissioners approved 
Joiner's application unanimously. The store is located at 1703 Telegraph Avenue at 17th Street. More information is 
available on Feelmore510's web site.

To watch Ted Trautman's video on Feelmore510, visit OaklandNorth.net.

Read more: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/inoakland/detail?entry_id=83414#ixzz1KgqruM2s



Uptown sex shop Feelmore 510 is open--check out the video

After months of planning -- and years of honing her entrepreneurship dreams, Feelmore 510 officially opened its 
doors on Valentine's Day, offering a diverse mix of tasteful, yet intriguing, books, films, information and, of course, 
toys. Its goal is to bring greater visibility and sexual empowerment to all people of color -- both women and men.

Nenna Joiner, owner of Oakland's first sex-positive, woman-friendly sex shop, says her future audience has been 
largely ignored by the market. On the store's opening day, Joiner took a moment to reflect about her dream and 
shared a few thoughts about why people should follow theirs.

Read more at Oakland Local

Posted By: Oakland Local (Email) | February 28 2011 at 01:47 PM



Plans for a sex shop near a school, youth 
programs get mixed reactions

"We'll open as soon as we're finished," said Feelmore510 owner Nenna Joiner. The 36-year-old 

Las Vegas native is hoping to have the 750-square foot retail space ready for business by

Valentine's day.

By: Roberto Daza | December 30, 2010 – 8:52 am

Plans to open a sex boutique in downtown Oakland near a school and 

several youth program offices have caused some mixed reactions among 

neighboring businesses, although opponents seem unlikely to appeal a 

recent decision by the Oakland City Planning Commission allowing the 

shop to operate within close proximity to a school.



On December 15, the Oakland City Planning Commission voted 4-0 to 

grant the boutique a variance permit allowing it to operate within 500 feet of 

the Oakland School for the Arts, a public charter school for children grades 

6–10. Sex shops or other adult businesses are usually required to be 

outside a 500 foot radius from schools and 1,000 feet away from residential 

zones.

The boutique, Feelmore510, is set to open its doors to the public by 

Valentine’s Day at 1703 Telegraph Avenue, formerly home to Wigs by 

Tiffany. Feelmore510 will be located around the corner and about 235 feet 

from the school’s Broadway location. In addition, the boutique will be 

located across the street from the offices of Youth Radio, an organization 

that teaches media skills to teenagers, and about 220 feet from First Place 

for Youth, an organization that helps young people transition out of foster 

care.

Feelmore510 is modeled after Good Vibrations, a female-friendly, sex-

positive erotic boutique with locations in Berkeley and San Francisco that 

sell lotions, sex toys, erotic videos and other adult-themed merchandise. “I 

want people to think about sex differently,” said Feelmore510 owner Nenna 

Joiner, who plans to offer erotica and pornography that caters to ethic 

minorities and positively portrays women, in addition to educational 

material about healthy relationships and safe sex practices. “I noticed the 

sex industry caters to more of a white clientele, and people of color are left 

out.”



Nenna Joiner, 36, owner of Feelmore510, a sex boutique fashioned after Good Vibrations, will 

carry adult-themed merchandise that caters to people of color and portrays women in a positive 

light.“This is more than just a sex store, this is a company that understands that there isn’t a 

business like this in Oakland,” she said. Photo courtesy of Feelmore, Inc.

Along with retail sales, Feelmore 510 will provide health education 

workshops and space for local artists to display erotic and sexually 

suggestive artwork.

The plans have gotten a mixed reception from some of the nearby youth 

programs. Officials from the Oakland School of the Arts have not 

responded to phone calls and emails seeking comment, and have yet to 

make public an opinion regarding the sex boutique. But Youth Radio 

executives have voiced concerns. “We feel that we would support this 

business if it was in another location,” said Youth Radio executive director 

Jacinda Abcarian. “We have kids walking past there all the time. We don’t 

want to bring anything into the neighborhood that would make our children 

uncomfortable.”



Abcarian’s biggest concern isn’t Joiner’s plans for the shop itself, but the 

variance permit allowing the 750-square-foot storefront to operate a 

business specializing in “adult entertainment activity” within 500 feet of a 

school. The variance permit does not expire when the current owner 

decides to leave and is instead permanently associated with the property, 

making it for difficult for neighbors to control what kind of business replaces 

it should Feelmore510 vacate the retail space.

Abacarian sent a letter to the planning commission on December 3 

detailing her concern that the boutique will one day outgrow its space and 

allow another less ethical business owner to move in and retain the adult 

entertainment permit. “It’s not about this specific business,” said Abcarian. 

“What we’re really worried about is that this is a permanent permit.”

At First Place Fund For Youth, the organization was originally opposed to 

Joiner’s boutique opening so close to their Uptown location, said executive 

director Sam Cobbs, but since then he has had a change of heart. “My 

initial reaction to the to proposition wasn’t a good one,” said Cobbs, who 

along with some of his colleagues was present at the December 15 public 

hearing. “After I learned about the restrictions, I was fine with it.”

The variance permit requires some strict regulations outlined by Joiner in 

her application. According to the conditions of the permit, Feelmore510 

must ensure that its merchandise faces away from passersby. It also 

prohibits the frosting of the windows and the use of video booths. There is 

also adults-only entry policy, which Joiner plans to strictly enforce.

Cobbs said he had previously worked across the street from Good 

Vibrations as a program director for Larkin Street Youth Services in San 

Francisco and added that the proximity had caused no problems for the 



youth. He was also sympathetic to the trouble Joiner is having getting a 

business opened amid resistance. “It’s no different from me having to go 

before a planning commission trying to open an emergency shelter in a 

neighborhood where nobody wants it there,” he said.

City officials say that allowing a variance for Feelmore510 will ultimately 

make it harder for other adult businesses to move into the neighborhood. 

As a result of this variance permit, any other adult store will have to be 

opened at least 1,000 feet away. “It’s going to be hard to get a variance for 

anything that isn’t as good as Feelmore,” said Oakland city planner David 

Valeska. “In a sense, it has created a protective ring around that 

neighborhood.”

The closest adult store to the Feelmore510 site is currently located about a 

mile away in Chinatown.

Feelmore510’s planned upscale decor is that of a low-key retail shop 

resembling a reading room, rather than the traditional pornography shop 

with covered windows and interior booths, and it will have an exterior 

appearance visually similar to the surrounding businesses. That assuaged 

the concerns of the planning commission’s four-person panel, said 

Valeska. “They felt comfortable with it because the business model is so 

restrictive compared to other adult business,” he said.

The public has until 4 p.m. on January 3 to appeal the variance permit to 

the city council. The odds of a challenge, which costs the appealing party 

$1,300 to file, are low, according to Valeska.

Joiner says that she plans build a successful and lasting retail business 

that she hopes to make into an inclusive and positive atmosphere for her 



clients and the community of Oakland. “I plan to be here for the long run, “ 

said Joiner, a Las Vegas native who has been living in Oakland for more 

than 10 years, and has signed a five-year lease on the property. She has 

produced pornographic films for Good Vibrations, in addition to 

volunteering as a speaker for San Francisco Sex Information, a hotline 

providing information and referrals about sex. “This is more than just a sex 

store, this is a company that understands that there isn’t a business like 

this in Oakland,” she said.

“Why should all our retail dollars go to San Francisco and Berkeley when 

we can keep them here?” she added.



Feelmore: Local resident aims to open sex-
positive shop in downtown Oakland
Published on Wednesday, October 06, 2010

Photos by Angela Hart
Nenna Joiner was born and raised underneath the bright lights of Las Vegas, 
Nevada.

She refers to the famous strip as “downtown” naturally. Growing up under 
the luminous, sultry marquee that Vegas forms over the desert left a mark 
on the 35-year-old Oakland resident.

“Vegas is sex,” she said. “But I didn’t see anyone that looks like me growing 
up.”

Today, Joiner is working with the city of Oakland, California, to open up a 
sex parlor just south of the old Fox Theater on Telegraph Avenue downtown 
— a move that supporters say will dramatically shift the East Bay’s adult 



entertainment industry and attract business to the growing number of 
vacant storefronts downtown.

Joiner’s shop, dubbed Feelmore, aims to bring greater visibility and sexual 
empowerment to all people of color — both women and men — who she 
says have been largely ignored by the market.

“Traditionally, adult entertainment has been dominated by white males,” 
Joiner said. “You walk into a sex shop and you can look at the packaging and 
see who controls the market, white men.”

Taking a note from sexual freedom trailblazer Joani Blank, who opened up 
the first Good Vibrations store in San Francisco in 1977, Joiner said Feelmore 
would not only offer sex toys and videos, but magazines, books and classes 
on safe sex and sexually transmitted diseases.

“I called up one place in Swan’s Market because I saw there was a lot of 
vacancies, and the person on the other end of the phone was Joani Blank,” 
Joiner said. “‘Do you know who I am,’ she said to me on the phone. ‘I 
started Good Vibrations.’”

Since that phone call, Blank has been a mentor for Joiner, offering up advice 
and support on her business strategy and garnering public support for sex 
shops – a business that both acknowledge has strong opposition.

“I’m excited that Nenna’s pursuing a store that caters to people of color,” 
Blank said. “This is something I haven’t seen before and I’m eager to see it. 
There’s no doubt that some of the things that she’s coming up against are 
some of the same things I encountered in my beginning.”

Though Joiner has no doubt taken cues from Blank’s Good Vibrations in the 
way of female empowerment and sexual expression, she differs in that she 
departs from focusing solely on the feminist movement.

“I want men to feel empowered to come in and shop for their wives or come 
in and shop for themselves and carry out the bag with some kind of pride, 



just like women do,” Joiner said. “I believe Feelmore is going to be one of 
those stores that helps change that mold for both men and women.”

On a recent day, Joiner sat atop a stool outside her future shop on the 
corner of 17th Street and Telegraph Avenue and petitioned passers-by for 
their opinion of a sex store in the neighborhood. Inside, old mannequin 
heads left from the wig store that was once there – Wigs by Tiffany – littered 
the floor. Paint peeled from the walls; cardboard boxes were strewn about.

Oakland resident Keba Konte, 44, passed by the store outside.

“What’s this all about,” he said.

Joiner explained her vision.

“I’ve been walking these streets and just talking to people and checking out 
the neighborhood. This would be a good store down here,” she said.

“I’d support it,” Konte said. “It’s not seedy and it’s not like it’s some peep 
show.”

Situated only a few blocks from Oaksterdam University – the country’s first 
cannabis college – business leaders say Feelmore has the potential to bring 
more traffic to the Central Business District and perhaps draw more business 
to the vacant storefronts that are prevalent in the area.

“There’s nothing downtown Oakland right now,” said Fred Brown, who owns 
Rocsil’s Shoe Company at 1701 Telegraph, right next door to Feelmore. 
“Business downtown has been slowly deteriorating over the past 20 years.”

Brown also is Joiner’s landlord.

“I think Feelmore will thrive, it seems like a viable operation,” Brown said. 
“Oaksterdam is down here, but other than that, there’s nothing.”

Joiner has worked downtown Oakland for the past 11 years, first at Clorox 
Bleach, then at Chevron Federal Credit Union. “I’ve seen an obvious gap in 



the market,” she said.

When asked, Joe Haraburda, president and CEO of the Oakland Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce, would only comment on the general need for more 
business.
“All up and down California’s coast, from Mendocino to Monterrey, business 
is suffering,” he said. “It’s simply a matter of people are not spending as 
much.

“It’s essential that we work together, the chamber and the city, to create an 
environment that’s friendly to new business,” Haraburda added. “We need 
business; we need the jobs and we need the tax revenue.”

Also following in the footsteps of Blank, Joiner is a trained sex educator. She 
trained at San Francisco Sex Information — an organization that trains 
people to become sex educators and operates a free information and referral 
switchboard.

Joiner also has volunteered at the Citadel, a sex club in San Francisco. She 
has produced her own films and shot erotic photography of persons of color.

“I have a lot of people down here that are rooting for me because they know 
me,” Joiner said. “People understand that we need to be training our eyes 
and making sure we have images out there that support people of color.”

Currently, Joiner is in the process of securing her permits with the city’s 
planning department. The area is zoned as a business and pedestrian zone, 
according to Joann Pavlinec, a planner with the city of Oakland.

With a change in ownership being granted by the city, Feelmore is expected 
to open this December.

“Sex should be out in the open,” Joiner said. “And once it’s out in the open, I 
think the barriers can actually drop and there can be a safe and positive 
dialogue.

“We don’t have to move to an alley; we can move out of this hidden space 



where sex shops are seen as seedy.”

Despite her success with Good Vibrations, Blank has one piece of advice for 
Joiner: “Don’t quit your day job, this is a risky business.”

“I think Feelmore can change the idea of sexual repression in the same way 
that Good Vibrations did,” Blank said. “Positive sex has been really 
contagious over the last 40 years.”
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people to become sex educators and operates a free information and referral 
switchboard.

Joiner also has volunteered at the Citadel, a sex club in San Francisco. She 
has produced her own films and shot erotic photography of persons of color.

“I have a lot of people down here that are rooting for me because they know 
me,” Joiner said. “People understand that we need to be training our eyes 
and making sure we have images out there that support people of color.”

Currently, Joiner is in the process of securing her permits with the city’s 
planning department. The area is zoned as a business and pedestrian zone, 
according to Joann Pavlinec, a planner with the city of Oakland.

With a change in ownership being granted by the city, Feelmore is expected 
to open this December.

“Sex should be out in the open,” Joiner said. “And once it’s out in the open, I 
think the barriers can actually drop and there can be a safe and positive 
dialogue.

“We don’t have to move to an alley; we can move out of this hidden space 



where sex shops are seen as seedy.”

Despite her success with Good Vibrations, Blank has one piece of advice for 
Joiner: “Don’t quit your day job, this is a risky business.”

“I think Feelmore can change the idea of sexual repression in the same way 
that Good Vibrations did,” Blank said. “Positive sex has been really 
contagious over the last 40 years.”
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Nenna Joiner is opening FeelMore510, a high-visibility erotic boutique engineered with people of color

in mind in Downtown Oakland.

I met Nenna about four years ago in San Francisco. I had grand ideas about a sex-positive, sexy vodcast,

and she had the film production expertise to make it happen. We went to a breakfast spot in the

Tenderloin, and she unfurled her vision for Feelmore510 (before it was even FeelMore510) back then.

Nenna is what most people would call “intimidatingly hot” and a power house. So, I tried to maintain

focus while she laid it out for me over french toast. Today I call her on her cell, and she’s in her shop

putting the finishing touches on the place.

Virgie: What’s your vision for FeelMore510?

Nenna: It’s one of transparency in the community and inclusion of those who have traditionally been

shut out of the high-end adult retail industry. Those who have been excluded will be part of the scheme

of things.



I don’t just think of it as “oh, I’m opening an adult store.” It’s more than that. If you want to come into

my shop, you’re going to have to lift the veil off who you are. You’ve got to buy in an open space

because the windows aren’t frosted.

For the kids in the area, who are predominantly people of color, they get to see a woman of color who

owns her own business. They get to see a person of color not getting kicked out by larger retailers. I’m

from their community. I’m from their church. I go to church with a lot of these kids and parents. I’m

hoping to elongate the community standard of having your own and being your own for your

community and being part of the community cycle of lifting and supporting.

Virgie: Why a shop that focuses on people of color?

Nenna: I think one of the larger problems with the high-end industry is that it doesn’t include people of

color at the novelty level. In terms of toys and products certain ethnicities and backgrounds are not a

forethought. There are more people of color in adult videos, but if you see packaging for adult novelties

there are predominantly white people on it. The only thing that gets on the black and brown side is the

dildo.

The adult industry has trained us to just come into a store and look for products. If you’re not a person

of color, you’re going to look for a vanilla dildo, something comparable to your skin. Now that novelties

have stepped away from ethnicity with, for example, pink vibrators, how do you still prioritize making it

inclusive?

Virgie: How is FeelMore510 going to impact communities of color in Oakland?

Nenna: For communities that have issues with open sexuality, you have people with difficulties coming

into a sex shop or asking questions. I asked myself: How do you make those that haven’t been

traditionally included, how do you make them part of a movement? The adult industry is not investing in

education for people of color. In Oakland, for example, there are high numbers of HIV infections. I’m

looking to bridge the gap between agencies in San Francisco that don’t traditionally come to the East

Bay and get that information out here. I looked at my community and I saw a gap. What I’m doing in my

community is what we should all be doing – looking around and seeing what our community needs. I

don’t call what I’m selling toys. I call them intimacy products. This is going to be a safe space, where the

traditional model isn’t followed.

One of the things I’m looking for are products that promote a healthy sense of community and self for

any individual. Not carrying titles that are disparaging. Carrying items that upon first exposure will make

the person feel included and not like they’re falling into a stereotype, having a broad spectrum of what



ethnicity and sex looks like in the sex industry. You should see representations of yourself in literature,

in greeting cards, and in the products.

Some of the things I’m doing are around marketing, and having a marketing strategy that includes

people of color for people of color who are going to be putting this on their body.

Virgie: What were the challenges in opening FeelMore510?

Nenna: Being a person of color who wants to be an owner. I don’t know many people of color owning

their own store. I’d like to know who they are. You’re not finding many stores in urban areas with high

traffic from people of color.

During market research I heard: “oh, there’s so many of those. The city isn't going to let you open.”I

couldn’t go to a bank. Banks won’t loan money for sex shops. I had to use my own funds. It makes it

hard. I had to freelance. I had to place myself into the ocean and learn how to swim. I knew that being

an educated person with numerous years of experience in corporate America, that I was risking all of

that to have influence in a community.

And DVDs are dying. Kindle is coming. What are you doing to do? That cuts into your DVD and book

share. Walmart and Target are getting into the industry. I feel as though with the whole movement for

the novelty section getting away from what vibes used to look like - that these things look ambiguous

until you turn them on - it supports the mainstream retail industry to come in and take a market

segment from the adult industry. Even with condoms going from behind the counter to the front of the

counter, and lube doing the same, it’s setting a trend. You now have a Wal-Mart or Kmart carrying these

items. You’re going to continue to see the mainstreaming of these things..

Virgie: Why do you think people of color had not been marketed to in the adult novelty industry?

Nenna: I have no idea. We’ve been encouraged to be in front of but not behind the camera. Affirmative

Action doesn’t exist in this industry.

Virgie: What’s your relationship with the Downtown Oakland community?

Nenna: I’m next to a school - the Oakland School of the Arts – and an organization that serves youth.

The school and the organization have high numbers of people of color, and I want them to know that I’m

not hiding behind a wall. I’m not in an alley. I’m telling these youth-centered organizations that I am

able to come in and communicate with your students and be an asset to the community.

Virgie: Other projects in the works?



Nenna: I’ve done Sugar In the Raw (erotic art exhibits that feature people of color behind and before the

camera). I’m going to be part of the Oakland Art Murmur. I’m going to have art pieces inclusive of

people of color that can be showcased over 1 month versus 1 day, which was what was happening

before. As I was putting the shows together, I started to find that artists did a lot of work in erotic art,

and I saw the need in my community for opportunities to showcase it. In FeelMore510, I have a gallery

space, a meeting space, and this is all in a space within an urban community where people of color

predominantly walk the street.

Virgie: How long have you had the FeelMore510 dream?

Nenna: It’s been over 5 years since I’ve had this vision. I had to figure out how to stay involved in the

community while I figure out how to make this happen. What tools do I have that I can use to really

excel? I took my film and photography background and used that to stay in the community and be an

asset and be an inspiration to others who want to do more in their community.

Virgie: What makes FeelMore510 unique?

Nenna: If you come and see the place you’ll definitely know that it’s different. I believe I have some of

the old and I also have my own new thing . My community is here, where I’m located there aren’t many

retail spaces around here. I would call myself one of the few corner stores selling products, selling

something very cutting edge. I want to be that retail shop when people think about downtown Oakland.

When people ask “what’s open at 10pm at night? Where can we shop?” they’ll think of my shop.

Virgie: What are you looking forward to?

Nenna: I’m looking forward to having fun, creating something new and different. It was very hard to find

someone who would share their business experience and expertise and I’d like to be that support for

people, even if I never hear from them. Being in the adult industry, what I’ve heard is “my parents didn’t

support me.” You don’t tell your community about your sexuality because they might disown you. I’m

still in prayer, in support, whether I meet you or I never do, I support you.

FeelMore510 is located at 1703 Telegraph Ave, Oakland, CA 94612 | info@feelmore510.com | 

510-864-4377



SHOULD A SEX SHOP BE ALLOWED 

IN UPTOWN?
by V SMOOTHE | December 18, 2010

A couple of years ago, I had this short-lived obsession with how 
Oakland needed a Good Vibrations in Uptown.

It started when I read an article somewhere about…well, 
honestly, I don’t remember very many details about it. I don’t 
even remember enough to make it worth taking a stab at trying 
to locate it to link to. But it was about some neighborhood that 
used to be dead and now is like super hip and thriving and so on. 
Maybe in New York or something, I can’t remember. Anyway, 
someone in the article, maybe a real estate broker or something, 
talked about how one of the things they did to try to make the 
neighborhood more marketable was to bring in all these sex 
shops, which this broker or whoever reasoned were good for the 
area’s image because they made it seem edgy. I realize that may 
not sound like it makes a ton of sense, but that’s only because I 
can remember so few of the details. It sounded totally reasonable 
in context.

Shortly afterwards, a friend from out of state came to visit me. 
And what was the number one thing on her agenda for her Bay 
Area vacation? A trip to Good Vibrations. Seriously. They don’t 
have classy sex shops where she was from. We ended up 
spending well over an hour there, and she easily dropped more 
than a thousand dollars.
And that’s when I decided we needed a Good Vibrations in 
Uptown. At that time, Uptown was full of potential, and not a 



whole lot else. Cafe Van Kleef was there, of course. The Fox
Theater and Uptown Apartments were on the way, but there 
wasn’t much in the way of eating, and the shopping options were 
pretty much limited to the world’s worst Sears, a couple pawn 
shops and wig stores, and Bibliomania, which I of course love, 
but doesn’t exactly draw huge crowds to the neighborhood.
I reasoned that Good Vibrations would be the perfect store to 
stick on Telegraph because it’s the type of store people will travel 
to go shop at, and being so conveniently located near BART would 
make it an even bigger draw. Plus, their clientele probably has 
more disposable income than the people who go to the pawn 
shops, so I figured bringing those customers in would give a 
spillover boost to other businesses in the area, assuming any 
ever opened.

I babbled about it to anyone who would listen for about a week, 
and even made some effort to contact Good Vibrations to make 
the pitch, but since back then I didn’t know how to do anything, 
my efforts never got very far. Soon, I got bored with the idea and 
decided that what my neighborhood really needed to take off was 
to get Amoeba Musicto move here.

FEELMORE ADULT BOUTIUQE
So you can imagine my delight when I saw an item on this past 
Wednesday’s Planning Commission agenda about a Good 
Vibrations style sex shop opening up at 17th and Telegraph.
Here’s a little description of the store from the staff report (PDF):
The applicant is modeling this activity after “Good Vibrations” in 
San Francisco and Berkeley, and other similar Adult retail stores. 
The business would sell adult sex toys, books, videos etc. from 
wall shelves, and provide room for small seminars on sexual 
health education. Larger educational and social groups 
coordinated by the business would meet at off-site locations in a 



convention format. The primary market is women aged 25 to 44, 
although other groups of adults would not be prevented for 
visiting. There is an adults-only entry policy. There are no 
massage, clothing-optional or direct sexual activities proposed. 
The business proposes to operate 7 days a week from 11 am to 
11 pm, although midnight on weekends may be requested later.

It would be located on Telegraph, right past the intersection at 
17th Street.

The store, called “Feelmore,” had to go to the Planning 
Commission for two reasons. One, sex shops (“Adult 
Entertainment Activity” in planning-speak) always require a 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP). Plus, they aren’t allowed within 
1,000 feet of a residential zone or within 500 feet of a school. 
Since this store, at 17th and Telegraph, would be located less 
than 500 feet away from the Oakland School for the Arts and is 
also within 1,000 feet of the residential zone containing 
the Uptown Apartments, it also needed a variance.
I thought the whole issue was pretty interesting, and I kept 
sitting down all last weekend trying to write a blog post about it. 
But I kept having trouble with it. After all, you need conflict to tell 
a good story, and there just didn’t seem to be much of that here. 
After all, the City didn’t seem to think this is much of a problem. 
From the staff report (PDF):



In addition, the downtown area, especially nearby along 
Telegraph and Broadway above 14th Street, has seen a 
transformation within the last 10 years with an influx of bars, 
restaurants and residential units (catering primarily to young 
professionals). At least 2 bars within 6 blocks of the location cater 
primarily to a gay clientele. Given this transformation, it is not 
unreasonable to introduce a low-key retail establishment catering 
to adult items and sensuality. With the business model of the 
applicant, along with conditions of approval as accepted by the 
applicant, this Adult retail activity should not have adverse 
impacts at this location.

Additionally, the City received a number of letters of support
(PDF) from acquaintances testifying to the owner’s character and 
work ethic. Not all of them are particularly persuasive (my 
favorite begins “I know that I may not be a California 
resident…”), but many specifically address how this store would 
benefit Oakland. Like, for example, helping stem our retail 
leakage:
As it stands if I require intimate adult products I go to San 
Francisco or Berkeley to make my purchases. I am thus 
supporting the economic growth of another city because my city 
does not provide this basic service.

But even though everyone seems to love the woman opening this 
store, and even though this particular shop is expected to be a 
classy operation, with flowers in the windows so on, I thought I 
might be able to make something of it, since issuing the CUP and 
variance for it is not without risk.

THE CATCH
You see, Feelmore could close. It could be a failure and shut 
down, or it could be such a massive success that it needs to 



expand beyond its little 750 square feet and therefore perhaps 
move to a new location. And when that happens, since this 
particular location already has a CUP for adult entertainment, a 
seedier sex shop could potentially lease the space and move in. 
From the staff report (PDF):

However, a Conditional Use Permit and Variance runs with the 
land, not with any particular business. If “FeelMore” is successful 
and grows out of this space to relocate (or closes), this space 
could accept an Adult Entertainment Activity which meets the 
same conditions of approval. The applicant reports a 5 year lease, 
renewable to 5 more years. Under the First Amendment, the City 
could not censor content, only “time, place and manner” of 
business. Thus a store for a niche market of women customers 
could be replaced by the type of general Adult store familiar from 
other cities. Such stores have been reported to have blighting 
effects.

Youth Radio, across the street, submitted a letter opposing the 
application because of this risk. From their letter (PDF):
Youth Radio has performed due diligence investigating into the 
business philosophy and practices of Feelmore Inc. By all 
accounts the owner of Feelmore Inc. appears to be a positive, 
local, small-business owner who we would traditionally support. 
The concern in the permit issuance is rooted in the possibility of 
the retail space being vacated in the future and potentially sold to 
a less ethical business owner who would retain the adult 
entertainmnet permit. At around 750 square feet, the retail space 
could be outgrown quickly, especially with the expressed plans for 
the space being used for sex education workshops and the store 
being the only of its kind in Oakland.



Reading that, I was kind of sad to think that we’re so afraid of 
nuisance businesses in Oakland that we would feel the need to 
prevent good ones from opening.

THE SOLUTION
But as much as I tried to sympathize with their fear of what could 
eventually happen, I still couldn’t agree with their position. After 
all, the approval of this store comes with a number of stringent 
conditions — they’re not allowed to have booths for private video 
viewing, they can’t frost or black out their window glass, they 
have to keep the adult items on display only in the back half of 
the store, they can’t put gross posters in their windows, and so 
on.

Since these conditions would apply to any adult entertainment 
business wanting to open up in the space, I just couldn’t see how 
anything bad could come from the approval. The staff report 
concurs:

Successor businesses using the CUP may not have the same self-
regulation and benefits but would be subject to CUP conditions. 
Conditions of approval would precisely describe the business as 
presented by “FeelMore.” Conditions would help to prevent 
transition into a different kind of business with potentially more 
impacts.

So I kind of gave up on writing about it, since no matter how I 
tried, it just never seemed to go anywhere. I felt like I would be 
manufacturing controversy where none existed.

DAMN, WAS I WRONG.

THE HEARING



So this came to the Planning Commission on Wednesday, and the 
hearing lasted about an hour and fifteen minutes. You can watch 
a video of the whole thing below:

When all these people e-mailed me on Wednesday to say I 
just had to get the video of this hearing, I assumed that it was 
going to be all cute and funny, like that time at the San Francisco 
Planning Commission when they were talking about how to help 
industrial businesses and this guy started waving around a dildo 
as an example of quality goods manufactured in the City.
But it was not funny at all. In fact, I found it kind of upsetting.

A number of speakers showed up to oppose the store, mostly 
because of the negative impacts it would have on kids going to 
and from Youth Radio and First Place for Youth, two organizations 
that I think are great and do really wonderful work.
I’m not sure what exactly I expect them to say, but it sure as hell 
wasn’t what they did talk about, which was sexually exploited 
minors, child trafficking, and prostitution, and how the teenagers 
they work with need to be protected from such things, and how 
damaged these kids would be if they were exposed to this store 
and the element it attracts.

OMFG. I was floored. I mean, I guess, if I try really hard, I could 
imagine some reasonable objections that people working with 
youth could make to the idea of having their facilities near a sex 
shop. But to bring up the sexual abuse and trafficking of children 
as though this discussion has anything whatsoever to do with 
that? That’s outrageous. And just completely wrong. And really 
offensive.
So I was actually really happy when Commissioner Michael 
Colbruno just straight up scolded them.



Lately, I have been trying to be more sympathetic to people who 
oppose things. Like, even when they sound totally nuts, I’ve been 
really trying to think about what’s making them so crazy and 
what is it exactly that they’re afraid of. So normally I think I 
would find such stern comments kind of over the top. But in this 
case, I thought they were completely justified.

As far as I’m concerned, children whose exposure to sex has been 
exclusively negative (whether just through witnessing the 
horrifying amount of child prostitution that happens on Oakland’s 
streets or from more scarring personal experiences) can only 
benefit from exposure to an establishment that treats sex as a 
positive thing and anormal part of normal people’s lives that is 
consensual and enjoyable for all parties involved.
The puritanism on display was simply astonishing. Opposition to 
Feelmore wasn’t limited to the nearby youth service 
organizations. One woman who came to the meeting for an 
entirely different item felt compelled to get up and jump on the 
anti-pornography bandwagon.

And then, most surprising to me, the Downtown/Uptown Business 
District sent a representative to talk about how the store was 
inappropriate for downtown, because this supposed to be an art 
and entertainment district.

I don’t get it. Does the business district think sex 
is not entertaining? Maybe they’re doing it wrong, in which case 
they might benefit from some of the educational aspects of 
Feelmore’s business plan.
Look. You cannot keep kids away from sex, no matter how much 
you may want to. They don’t have to go looking for obscene video 
on the internet to be exposed to it — you cannot even walk into 
any store that sells magazines without seeing right there on the 
display racks shit like Maxim or whatever all chock full of 



photographs of barely covered women being portrayed as sex 
objects and nothing more.

And I don’t have anything against Maxim or whatever, but I do 
think it’s important, when we talk about what kind of impact a 
store like this will have on youth who walk by, to remember that 
kids are constantly bombarded with sexual imagery in all forms of 
media, and it’s also important to remember that very little of that 
imagery treats women as real people with real sexual needs of 
their own that merit attention and consideration. Stores like this 
one offer a healthy counterpoint to those portrayals.

I remember the first time I went to a classy sex shop. I was 
seventeen, and had just moved from Houston to Portland for 
college. The girls in my dorm all took a little trip together to this 
store called It’s My Pleasure. It was amazing! I had never even 
imagined that such a place could exist, where you could go and 
talk to the staff and ask all these questions I had and the women 
there would just be nice to you and answer you honestly and 
without judgement. Isn’t that better for young women than only 
being able to get answers about sex from boys who want 
something from them? We should celebrate businesses like this, 
not fear them.

After all, as Commission C. Blake Huntsman put it, “we’re all here 
because someone multiplied.”

The Commission ending up approving the CUP and variance for 
Feelmore unanimously.



After months of planning, petitioning and dealing with politics, Nenna Joiner 
is one step closer to her dream - opening Feelmore 510, Oakland's first sex-
positive, woman-friendly sex shop.

Joiner applied for a permit for “Adult Entertainment Activity,” and requested 
a land use variance that would allow her store to be at 1703 Telegraph Ave., 
which is within 500 feet of youth organizations. Along with retail sales, 
Feelmore 510 will provide health education workshops, modeled after Good 
Vibrations - The San Francisco-based retailer known for its quality products, 
education and information promoting sexual health and empowerment.

On Wednesday, the variance passing with conditions (such as no adult 
material in the windows) as recommended by staff is not huge news, but the 
arguments articulated by public speakers and the ensuing comments from 
the Planning Commission made for a lively night at Oakland City Hall.

Representatives from Youth Radio and First Place for Youth and other 
Oakland citizens voiced opposition to Joiner’s store. Speakers were worried 
about the customers loitering and attempting to exploit teens for sex or sex 
trafficking. The Planning Commission was urged not to put “one more 



obstacle” in the already rough path that youth face today. Concern also was 
expressed that the license would be a permanent one, and if Joiner’s venture 
failed, new adult businesses might not have the same woman-centered 
business model.

Despite the opposition, a significant portion of public comment spoke in 
favor of Joiner’s venture. The Commission was reminded that the Internet 
made it impossible to shelter kids from sex and that teens themselves have 
sex and could benefit from education.

This point was picked up by Chair Doug Boxer who suggested that Feelmore 
510 and Youth Radio, as a media outlet, should be working together around 
issues of responsible, medically-accurate sex education. Boxer also 
confirmed with staff that all of the “stringent conditions would be applied to 
the next tenant,” should Joiner vacate the building.

Planning Commission member Michael Colbruno said that some of “the 
language people used really upset me.” He identified himself as a gay man 
and spoke out strongly against “code terms” that he’d heard during public 
comments, such as “these elements” and “harmful to children” - as these 
terms are historically used to oppress queer people. Colbruno described 
responsible parenting as parenting that educates, not parenting that “pushes 
sex under the carpet and turns out twisted people.”

For another view of this story, see V.Smoothe at A Better Oakland:Should a 
sex shop be allowed in Uptown? http://bit.ly/f6nriU

Read earlier OL coverage:

Feelmore: Local resident aims to open sex-positive shop in downtown 
Oakland | http://bit.ly/94HDXP
Opening a sex shop in Oakland: Feelmore 510 Begins http://bit.ly/9FtZBC

and here



SHOULD A SEX SHOP BE ALLOWED 

IN UPTOWN?
by V SMOOTHE | December 18, 2010

A couple of years ago, I had this short-lived obsession with how 
Oakland needed a Good Vibrations in Uptown.

It started when I read an article somewhere about…well, 
honestly, I don’t remember very many details about it. I don’t 
even remember enough to make it worth taking a stab at trying 
to locate it to link to. But it was about some neighborhood that 
used to be dead and now is like super hip and thriving and so on. 
Maybe in New York or something, I can’t remember. Anyway, 
someone in the article, maybe a real estate broker or something, 
talked about how one of the things they did to try to make the 
neighborhood more marketable was to bring in all these sex 
shops, which this broker or whoever reasoned were good for the 
area’s image because they made it seem edgy. I realize that may 
not sound like it makes a ton of sense, but that’s only because I 
can remember so few of the details. It sounded totally reasonable 
in context.

Shortly afterwards, a friend from out of state came to visit me. 
And what was the number one thing on her agenda for her Bay 
Area vacation? A trip to Good Vibrations. Seriously. They don’t 
have classy sex shops where she was from. We ended up 
spending well over an hour there, and she easily dropped more 
than a thousand dollars.
And that’s when I decided we needed a Good Vibrations in 
Uptown. At that time, Uptown was full of potential, and not a 



whole lot else. Cafe Van Kleef was there, of course. The Fox
Theater and Uptown Apartments were on the way, but there 
wasn’t much in the way of eating, and the shopping options were 
pretty much limited to the world’s worst Sears, a couple pawn 
shops and wig stores, and Bibliomania, which I of course love, 
but doesn’t exactly draw huge crowds to the neighborhood.
I reasoned that Good Vibrations would be the perfect store to 
stick on Telegraph because it’s the type of store people will travel 
to go shop at, and being so conveniently located near BART would 
make it an even bigger draw. Plus, their clientele probably has 
more disposable income than the people who go to the pawn 
shops, so I figured bringing those customers in would give a 
spillover boost to other businesses in the area, assuming any 
ever opened.

I babbled about it to anyone who would listen for about a week, 
and even made some effort to contact Good Vibrations to make 
the pitch, but since back then I didn’t know how to do anything, 
my efforts never got very far. Soon, I got bored with the idea and 
decided that what my neighborhood really needed to take off was 
to get Amoeba Musicto move here.

FEELMORE ADULT BOUTIUQE
So you can imagine my delight when I saw an item on this past 
Wednesday’s Planning Commission agenda about a Good 
Vibrations style sex shop opening up at 17th and Telegraph.
Here’s a little description of the store from the staff report (PDF):
The applicant is modeling this activity after “Good Vibrations” in 
San Francisco and Berkeley, and other similar Adult retail stores. 
The business would sell adult sex toys, books, videos etc. from 
wall shelves, and provide room for small seminars on sexual 
health education. Larger educational and social groups 
coordinated by the business would meet at off-site locations in a 



convention format. The primary market is women aged 25 to 44, 
although other groups of adults would not be prevented for 
visiting. There is an adults-only entry policy. There are no 
massage, clothing-optional or direct sexual activities proposed. 
The business proposes to operate 7 days a week from 11 am to 
11 pm, although midnight on weekends may be requested later.

It would be located on Telegraph, right past the intersection at 
17th Street.

The store, called “Feelmore,” had to go to the Planning 
Commission for two reasons. One, sex shops (“Adult 
Entertainment Activity” in planning-speak) always require a 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP). Plus, they aren’t allowed within 
1,000 feet of a residential zone or within 500 feet of a school. 
Since this store, at 17th and Telegraph, would be located less 
than 500 feet away from the Oakland School for the Arts and is 
also within 1,000 feet of the residential zone containing 
the Uptown Apartments, it also needed a variance.
I thought the whole issue was pretty interesting, and I kept 
sitting down all last weekend trying to write a blog post about it. 
But I kept having trouble with it. After all, you need conflict to tell 
a good story, and there just didn’t seem to be much of that here. 
After all, the City didn’t seem to think this is much of a problem. 
From the staff report (PDF):



In addition, the downtown area, especially nearby along 
Telegraph and Broadway above 14th Street, has seen a 
transformation within the last 10 years with an influx of bars, 
restaurants and residential units (catering primarily to young 
professionals). At least 2 bars within 6 blocks of the location cater 
primarily to a gay clientele. Given this transformation, it is not 
unreasonable to introduce a low-key retail establishment catering 
to adult items and sensuality. With the business model of the 
applicant, along with conditions of approval as accepted by the 
applicant, this Adult retail activity should not have adverse 
impacts at this location.

Additionally, the City received a number of letters of support
(PDF) from acquaintances testifying to the owner’s character and 
work ethic. Not all of them are particularly persuasive (my 
favorite begins “I know that I may not be a California 
resident…”), but many specifically address how this store would 
benefit Oakland. Like, for example, helping stem our retail 
leakage:
As it stands if I require intimate adult products I go to San 
Francisco or Berkeley to make my purchases. I am thus 
supporting the economic growth of another city because my city 
does not provide this basic service.

But even though everyone seems to love the woman opening this 
store, and even though this particular shop is expected to be a 
classy operation, with flowers in the windows so on, I thought I 
might be able to make something of it, since issuing the CUP and 
variance for it is not without risk.

THE CATCH
You see, Feelmore could close. It could be a failure and shut 
down, or it could be such a massive success that it needs to 



expand beyond its little 750 square feet and therefore perhaps 
move to a new location. And when that happens, since this 
particular location already has a CUP for adult entertainment, a 
seedier sex shop could potentially lease the space and move in. 
From the staff report (PDF):

However, a Conditional Use Permit and Variance runs with the 
land, not with any particular business. If “FeelMore” is successful 
and grows out of this space to relocate (or closes), this space 
could accept an Adult Entertainment Activity which meets the 
same conditions of approval. The applicant reports a 5 year lease, 
renewable to 5 more years. Under the First Amendment, the City 
could not censor content, only “time, place and manner” of 
business. Thus a store for a niche market of women customers 
could be replaced by the type of general Adult store familiar from 
other cities. Such stores have been reported to have blighting 
effects.

Youth Radio, across the street, submitted a letter opposing the 
application because of this risk. From their letter (PDF):
Youth Radio has performed due diligence investigating into the 
business philosophy and practices of Feelmore Inc. By all 
accounts the owner of Feelmore Inc. appears to be a positive, 
local, small-business owner who we would traditionally support. 
The concern in the permit issuance is rooted in the possibility of 
the retail space being vacated in the future and potentially sold to 
a less ethical business owner who would retain the adult 
entertainmnet permit. At around 750 square feet, the retail space 
could be outgrown quickly, especially with the expressed plans for 
the space being used for sex education workshops and the store 
being the only of its kind in Oakland.



Reading that, I was kind of sad to think that we’re so afraid of 
nuisance businesses in Oakland that we would feel the need to 
prevent good ones from opening.

THE SOLUTION
But as much as I tried to sympathize with their fear of what could 
eventually happen, I still couldn’t agree with their position. After 
all, the approval of this store comes with a number of stringent 
conditions — they’re not allowed to have booths for private video 
viewing, they can’t frost or black out their window glass, they 
have to keep the adult items on display only in the back half of 
the store, they can’t put gross posters in their windows, and so 
on.

Since these conditions would apply to any adult entertainment 
business wanting to open up in the space, I just couldn’t see how 
anything bad could come from the approval. The staff report 
concurs:

Successor businesses using the CUP may not have the same self-
regulation and benefits but would be subject to CUP conditions. 
Conditions of approval would precisely describe the business as 
presented by “FeelMore.” Conditions would help to prevent 
transition into a different kind of business with potentially more 
impacts.

So I kind of gave up on writing about it, since no matter how I 
tried, it just never seemed to go anywhere. I felt like I would be 
manufacturing controversy where none existed.

DAMN, WAS I WRONG.

THE HEARING



So this came to the Planning Commission on Wednesday, and the 
hearing lasted about an hour and fifteen minutes. You can watch 
a video of the whole thing below:

When all these people e-mailed me on Wednesday to say I 
just had to get the video of this hearing, I assumed that it was 
going to be all cute and funny, like that time at the San Francisco 
Planning Commission when they were talking about how to help 
industrial businesses and this guy started waving around a dildo 
as an example of quality goods manufactured in the City.
But it was not funny at all. In fact, I found it kind of upsetting.

A number of speakers showed up to oppose the store, mostly 
because of the negative impacts it would have on kids going to 
and from Youth Radio and First Place for Youth, two organizations 
that I think are great and do really wonderful work.
I’m not sure what exactly I expect them to say, but it sure as hell 
wasn’t what they did talk about, which was sexually exploited 
minors, child trafficking, and prostitution, and how the teenagers 
they work with need to be protected from such things, and how 
damaged these kids would be if they were exposed to this store 
and the element it attracts.

OMFG. I was floored. I mean, I guess, if I try really hard, I could 
imagine some reasonable objections that people working with 
youth could make to the idea of having their facilities near a sex 
shop. But to bring up the sexual abuse and trafficking of children 
as though this discussion has anything whatsoever to do with 
that? That’s outrageous. And just completely wrong. And really 
offensive.
So I was actually really happy when Commissioner Michael 
Colbruno just straight up scolded them.



Lately, I have been trying to be more sympathetic to people who 
oppose things. Like, even when they sound totally nuts, I’ve been 
really trying to think about what’s making them so crazy and 
what is it exactly that they’re afraid of. So normally I think I 
would find such stern comments kind of over the top. But in this 
case, I thought they were completely justified.

As far as I’m concerned, children whose exposure to sex has been 
exclusively negative (whether just through witnessing the 
horrifying amount of child prostitution that happens on Oakland’s 
streets or from more scarring personal experiences) can only 
benefit from exposure to an establishment that treats sex as a 
positive thing and anormal part of normal people’s lives that is 
consensual and enjoyable for all parties involved.
The puritanism on display was simply astonishing. Opposition to 
Feelmore wasn’t limited to the nearby youth service 
organizations. One woman who came to the meeting for an 
entirely different item felt compelled to get up and jump on the 
anti-pornography bandwagon.

And then, most surprising to me, the Downtown/Uptown Business 
District sent a representative to talk about how the store was 
inappropriate for downtown, because this supposed to be an art 
and entertainment district.

I don’t get it. Does the business district think sex 
is not entertaining? Maybe they’re doing it wrong, in which case 
they might benefit from some of the educational aspects of 
Feelmore’s business plan.
Look. You cannot keep kids away from sex, no matter how much 
you may want to. They don’t have to go looking for obscene video 
on the internet to be exposed to it — you cannot even walk into 
any store that sells magazines without seeing right there on the 
display racks shit like Maxim or whatever all chock full of 



photographs of barely covered women being portrayed as sex 
objects and nothing more.

And I don’t have anything against Maxim or whatever, but I do 
think it’s important, when we talk about what kind of impact a 
store like this will have on youth who walk by, to remember that 
kids are constantly bombarded with sexual imagery in all forms of 
media, and it’s also important to remember that very little of that 
imagery treats women as real people with real sexual needs of 
their own that merit attention and consideration. Stores like this 
one offer a healthy counterpoint to those portrayals.

I remember the first time I went to a classy sex shop. I was 
seventeen, and had just moved from Houston to Portland for 
college. The girls in my dorm all took a little trip together to this 
store called It’s My Pleasure. It was amazing! I had never even 
imagined that such a place could exist, where you could go and 
talk to the staff and ask all these questions I had and the women 
there would just be nice to you and answer you honestly and 
without judgement. Isn’t that better for young women than only 
being able to get answers about sex from boys who want 
something from them? We should celebrate businesses like this, 
not fear them.

After all, as Commission C. Blake Huntsman put it, “we’re all here 
because someone multiplied.”

The Commission ending up approving the CUP and variance for 
Feelmore unanimously.
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What made you open a store when there are so many online 
options for purchasing intimate products?
As a kid, my grandmother always said, “You can always 
sit behind someone’s desk.” She said that as she sat 
behind the desk of her own company with only a grade 
school education. So, I come from a strong background 
of women entrepreneurs that know anything is possible 
with hard work. Although we expect to have eCommerce 
fully functional by the first quarter of 2012…there are 
communities, which are in need of products such as what 
we offer but more importantly information prior to the 
point of infection. Given that there is so much inform-
ation online about how to protect ourselves sexually, 
some communities may or may not be using the Internet 
in this way. Feelmore510 with its mature, relaxed and 
serene atmosphere has an opportunity to encourage a new 
age in-store purchasing experience.
 How you do you personally identify?
It has only been since I have opened the store that I have 
had to identify who I am beyond being a young black 
woman. Having Feelmore510 has encouraged me to 
stand on an additional truth that I am a lesbian in order 
to empower anyone that may be thinking about opening 
this or any other type of business. But I am nothing more 
than a hardworking, cool-ass American. 
Which communities have been most supportive of you? 
The Oakland lesbian communities, as well as other 

communities, have been very supportive. However, the 
church community is by far my favorite. Given that this 
will be my first experience with the summer festival and 
Gay Prides, I have an opportunity to work closely with 
organizations namely Butterfly Productions, Sista2Sita, 
Sistahs Steppin’ and Movement Productions, whom serve 
a very diverse Oakland community but also visiting con-
ferences such as ButchVoices. Feelmore510 will also be 
participating in Oakland 2nd annual Gay Pride Festival. 
What sets you apart from other adult boutiques?
I made a decision to carry inspirational books like The 
Alchemist and spiritual books by authors such as Louise 
Hays, Don Miguel Ruiz and Deepak Chopra. My faith 
has got me this far so I’m not about to leave them at home. 
In addition to giving the aforementioned away without 
a charge, we do sell unique erotic pieces such as vintage 
magazines—pre-1980 Playboy, Penthouse, Game, etc.—
vintage movies, antiquarian books on sexuality, as well as 
contemporary erotic art. 
How do you recommend lesbians who ordinarily dislike toys 
or erotica empower themselves, sexually? 
For those that dislike pleasure products and would like 
to spice up their life, I would say reading a book…with a 
lover could genuinely add much needed romance. Most 
times, buying something to encourage another’s change 
of mind is no different than putting a Band-Aid over a 
wound that requires stitches. (feelmore510.com) n

When queer and trans porn producer, 

artist, community activist and sex 

educator Nenna Joiner saw a gap in the 

market for a sex-positive adult boutique in 

Oakland, Calif. she grabbed it. After months 

of planning, petitioning and plenty of blood, 

sweat and tears, last February Joiner opened 

Feelmore510, a swanky sex shop located in the 

heart of downtown Oakland. While many saw 

the move as risky, Feelmore510 has successfully 

created a center for education, advice and 

communication—a boon for greater visibility and 

sexual empowerment for women of color. 

Nenna Joiner’s landmark sex shop offers service with a smile. By Jillian Eugenios 

sexual healing

October 2011 | 57
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Can you FEELMORE Dallas?

VonnieSpiv

DFW Pride Movement’s VIP Speaker Nenna Joiner of Feelmore510 came to the 2011 Dallas Pride 
Celebration to educate attendees on her business, the Adult industry, and HIV/AIDS within the Adult Film
industry. 

Floating quote: During one of Oprah’s shows,‘Gay in America,’I asked my Mom a subtle question, “Mom, 
what would you do if one of your kids was gay?”  Mind you I was about 11.  After that, she didn’t watch 
Oprah again for another 10 years.

Nenna Joiner got started as an entrepreneur early on. As a kid, she grew up working in her family 
business, a chain of supermarkets name after her grandmother, Rita’s Groceries.  “I never saw her 
working for anyone but herself.  That’s when the thought of being a business woman prompted me as a 
kid to own my own candy empire!”

As an adult, her empire wasn’t built in the grocery business, but rather the Adult Film industry. So what 
made her choose this market? She grew up watching porn and didn’t like everything she was seeing. 
Joiner was also a frequent caller to 800 Hotlines.  “Man, did I get into quite a bit of trouble,” Joiner 
states while chuckling.“But, I wanted to see women on TV that were beautiful and really did not see any, 
that looked like me.  So, the idea has always stuck that I wanted to be in the AdultIndustry.”

For Joiner, there is another side of the adult industry that most people won’t ever see-there is video as 
well as novelty.  “I put a great deal of time into studying Video so that I could make a quality product.  
And, I did it!”

The hardest part of getting started for Joiner, like most people, is taking that leap and investing 
everything you have in your dreams. With prayer and persistence, she was able to get over her fears and 
start building her empire. 

“I must say the ladies and fellas are very proud of me.  I’m grateful for the continuous encouragement 
they all give me on a daily.  It’s always good to be a quality option for and in your community.”

There are negative connotations surrounding the Adult industry. “Given that I shoot porn as well as own 
an adult store, there could be light laugher when I pass by.  But more times than not folks say, ’That’s 
that woman that owns that ‘sex shop.’”

The ideas surrounding pornography and novelty stores tend to examine the exploitation of certain 
groups. An important question REINA asks is how can Feelmore510 ensure they are not exploiting a 
certain group that tends to be marginalized by mainstream, society? 



“I don’t think anyone would ever admit openly they exploit anyone, let alone women.  I believe if you 
are on the outside looking in, it could appear that way but in my heart that’s not what I am going for,” 
Joiner explains.

Joiner hopes attendees of her workshop took a few key elements with them. The first is that you, as an 
individual, must be involved in order to influence the outcome.  Having a brick-and-mortar gives a great 
opportunity to reach those that don’t have access to such luxuries as access to the internet.  “Having 
mobile/smart phones is great but really getting the impact of harm reduction information calls for in 
your face information.”The second element would be about the Adult industry. “Yes I shoot porn, but I 
won’t make any differentiation like ‘Them’ or ‘Me’.  We are all in this together.  Media can be used to 
harm as well as educate which is what I feel I’ve done with my previous movies.”






















