
November 17, 2014 

Dr. Reginald Brothers 
Undersecretary for Science and Technology 
Department of Homeland Security 

Dear Dr. Brothers: 

The Airport Entry and Exit Working Group (Working Group) submits the attached 
“Identity and Biometric Entry and Exit Solutions Framework for Airports” to support 
the important work of the Department of Homeland Security’s Apex Air Entry and 
Exit Re-Engineering (DHS AEER) Project. We do so in light of recent direct and 
evolving threats to national security, including from international terrorist groups, 
alongside increased travel to the United States that continues to intensify the need 
that US border processes both secure and facilitate travel. It is urgent that Customs 
and Border Protection (CBP) deploy an effective and efficient airport biometric exit 
program as quickly as possible that adheres to 16 years of federal statutory 
mandates.  

The Working Group was formed to represent the identity, document authentication 
and biometric industry and their expertise, and is led by the Secure Identity & 
Biometric Association (SIBA) and the Security Industry Association (SIA). The 
Framework’s core goals are as follows: 

• Establish the value to DHS AEER of including the Working Group as a key 
stakeholder 

• Establish the ways in which the Working Group can support the DHS AEER 
in: 

• testing, defining, developing and implementing the best biometric, 
document authentication and identity operational solutions  

• developing useful and usable implementation recommendations to 
CBP upon conclusion of the DHS AEER Project 

• Urge Congressional oversight and appropriate funding for implementing 
airport entry and exit requirements 

Airport Entry and Exit 
Working Group is: 

Secure Identity & 
Biometrics Association 
(SIBA) 
703-581-7721 
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Implementation of airport biometric exit program and improvements to biometric 
entry processes are not only doable and capable of meeting essential border control 
criteria, but are long overdue. 

The Working Group recognizes and supports that DHS AEER is not an acquisition 
or procurement effort, but instead is tasked with developing processes and 
concepts of operations that CBP can use at air ports of entry and exit. Developing 
communication now with the Working Group is key to driving new technology and 
new solutions that will meet the evolving needs of travel community stakeholders. 
The Working Group points to specific provisions of both Federal Acquisition 
Regulation guidance and the Federal Advisory Committee Act that support, and 
provide legal parameters, for a robust “Working Group - DHS AEER” engagement.  

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to working with you and 
DHS AEER towards successful outcomes.  

Sincerely yours, 

Janice Kephart, CEO	 	 	       Don Erickson,, CEO  

 

cc:      Alan Bersin, DHS Acting Assistant Secretary for Policy 
R. Gil Kerlikowske, DHS Commissioner, Customs and Border Protection 
Bob Burns, Director, Apex Entry and Exit Re-Engineering Project


