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Summer Reading 2015 
Windham High School English Department 

 
“There are worse crimes than burning books.  One of them is not reading them.” - Ray Bradbury 

 
 

 
Message from the English Department  

The development of literacy is an ongoing process that continues beyond the confines of school.  Just as an athlete continually 
practices his or her sport or an actor practices his or her lines, reading is a skill that improves with practice. 
 
*Please note: 
For students in AP and Honors classes, the work is required. Students enrolled in AP classes will be dropped from the course if 
summer work is not completed on time.  In Honors classes, students who do not complete their summer work will incur point penalties 
that will make it impossible to earn an “A” for first quarter. 
 
Students in Academic and Standard classes are strongly encouraged to read this summer and they can earn extra credit during the first 
semester of the year. 
 
Detailed descriptions of the requirements and deadlines for all grades and levels are included in this brochure. 
 
All of the books chosen are discussed in a mature and professional manner.  Many include adult themes and some include strong 
language.*  We encourage parents and students to utilize the following book reviews to help them navigate this material: 
http://www.kirkusreviews.com/  *an alternative text will be provided to any parent/student who objects to a required text.  Please 
email your child's teacher for an alternative title.    
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Summer Enrichment Program 

 
This program is for students enrolled in Standard and Academic level courses only.   
 
Students that participate in this program may earn extra credit for reading and responding to what they have read.  A reader-response 
sheet will be available in the main office at WHS or on the library website.  
 
Students must complete a response sheet for each book read (up to five) and submit those sheets on the first day of class in the fall of 
’15.  For each sheet completed and submitted, the student will earn points that s/he can choose to apply to his or her overall first 
and/or second quarter grades (5 points maximum).  The teacher reserves the right not to allow credit if a sheet is plagiarized, 
incomplete, and/or of inferior quality.   
 
Students should note that given their reading choice, points can be earned in their social studies course as well. 
 
Students participating in this program must select their books from the any of the book lists on the Young Adult Library Services 
Association website:  

This link will bring you to a page with several lists of award-wining novels, as well as lists of recommended books by genre.  
www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists 

If you have any questions about this program, you may email Mr. Brassard at dbrassard@grsu14.org OR the English teacher on your 
fall schedule (see the faculty directory on the school’s website). 
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Class of 2019 
English I Honors Summer Reading  

English I Honors Summer Books 
Read 2 books and complete the assessment. 
 
One Required – 
* A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaleed Hosseini 
One Choice - Choose from the following list: 
* The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein 
* Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
* Everything Matters! by Ron Currie Jr. 
* The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba 
 
Part I 
As you read your choice novel, select FOUR quotes (or passages) that pique your interest.  A quote does not mean dialogue with 
quotation marks; any words you select from a text become a quote.  Choose passages that capture important ideas.  Your passages 
must be representative of the various parts of the story – beginning, middle, and end. Be sure to provide a summary of the context in 
which the passage appears.  Answering these questions will help you get started with your responses:  
 
* Why did you choose this particular passage? 
* Which characters are involved in this part of the story?                                          
* How is this passage advancing the plot/story line? 
* How does the passage relate to you? 
* What predictions can you make based on this passage? 
 
For EACH quote, your response should be one double-spaced, typed page (12-point font). We are looking for focused responses 
that reveal your close reading of the text. Include the page number for each quote.   
 
Part II 
You will have an in-class assessment over the required reading (A Thousand Splendid Suns) during the first week of class. 
 
Send your work to the teacher on your schedule (email submissions not accepted).  Your assignment must be postmarked no later 
than August 17, 2015:   
Mrs. Enkosky    Mrs. Bragdon 



5	  

Windham High School  Windham High School 
406 Gray Rd.   406 Gray Rd. 
Windham, ME 04062  Windham, ME 04062  
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Class of 2018 
English II Honors Summer Reading 

 
English II Honors Summer Books 
Read 2 books and complete the assignments.   
Contemporary – One Required 
 *The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy  
 *The Book Thief by Markus Zusack 
 *A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 
 *Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami  
 
Classics – One Required 
 * The Stranger by Albert Camus 
 * Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
 * Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier 
 * Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky  
                 
Part I  
As you read your contemporary selection, select FOUR quotes (or passages) that pique your interest.  A quote does not mean 
dialogue with quotation marks; any words you select from a text become a quote.  Choose passages that capture important ideas.  
Your passages must be representative of the various parts of the story – beginning, middle, and end. Answering these questions will 
help you get started with your responses:  

• The context: (The setting, the characters involved, and important previous events affecting the passage) 
• The significance: (Why this particular passage was selected) 
• How the passage advances the plot/story line: (How previous    events have contributed to this moment in the text and/or how     

later events are affected by this passage) 
• Influence of literary devices on the passage: (How have elements of symbolism, foreshadowing, conflict, etc. influenced one's 

understanding of the text)  
• How does the passage relate to you?   
• What predictions can you make based on this passage? 

Part II 
You will have an in-class assessment over the classic reading selection during the first week of class. 
 
For EACH quote, your response should be two typed pages (12-point font). We are looking for focused responses that reveal your 
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close reading of the text. Include the page number for each quote.   
 
You must mail your completed responses (eight pages) to the assigned teacher on your schedule.  Your assignment must be 
postmarked no later than August 17, 2015: 
  
 Mr. Livengood   Mr. Lowell  
 Windham High School  Windham High School        

406 Gray Road   406 Gray Road  
 Windham, ME  04062   Windham, ME 04062       
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Class of 2017 
English III Honors Summer Reading 

 
Required reading: 
To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee [novel]    
 
Below are discussion questions provided by The Big Read, please answer each in a one-two page typed, double-spaced paper.  Each 
answer should use adequate textual evidence from the novel (about 2-3 quotes).  All responses will be due at the beginning* of the 
first day class meets and will be scored using the WHS writing rubric. NO late work will be scored, NO exceptions.  E-mail 
submissions will NOT be accepted.  Please plan accordingly.  In addition, a comprehensive test will be given over the novel on the 
first full day of class.   
 
*Students must arrive to class with work ready to pass in, “running to the printer, “printing later”, “just printed and need to go pick 
up” are excuses that will NOT be accepted.   
 

1. What are the different views of reading portrayed by Scout, Jem, and Atticus? How is reading linked to morality for each of 
these characters? Which view does the author advocate? 

2. Lee writes of the Ewell property that “against the fence, in a line, were six chipped-enamel slop jars holding brilliant red 
geraniums, cared for as tenderly as if they belonged to Miss Maudie Atkinson” (Chapter 17). What do the flowers tell us about 
their keeper, Mayella Ewell? Are the geraniums a symbol? If so, why, and if not, why not? 

3. A true gift is, in one sense, an unexpected blessing bestowed by a person—or even, perhaps, by fate. Some of them may be 
objects, while some may be things that cannot be seen but are no less important. In Chapter 4, the children find a mysterious 
shiny package in the knothole of a live oak tree. What gifts are given in To Kill a Mockingbird? Why might they be important 
to the unfolding of the story? 

4. The Radley place undergoes a change in the course of the novel. At the beginning, we are told, “Inside the house lived a 
malevolent phantom” (Chapter 1). By the end, Scout fearlessly walks Boo up to his front porch. What change has taken place 
in Scout that allows her to walk with Boo? 

5. Maudie Atkinson says, “Atticus Finch was the deadest shot in Maycomb County in his time” near the end of Chapter 10. What 
lessons do the Finch children learn from the incident with the mad dog? Explain in detail, indicating how they change their 
understanding of their father. Is the mad dog a symbol of some Maycomb citizens? 
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6. What does the visit to the Negro church teach Scout and Jem about black people in Maycomb? How is their culture different 
from the culture of white people the children know? How are the two connected? 

7. At the novel’s end, Scout says of Boo Radley, “…neighbors give in return. We never put back into the tree what we took out 
of it: we had given him nothing, and it made me sad” (Chapter 31). Is Scout right, that they gave nothing in return? Does this 
comment come from the adult-Scout narrator or the child-Scout narrator? 
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Class of 2017 

English III Advanced Placement 
 

Mr. Noonan���Windham High School English Department tnoonan@grsu14.org  
Register a blog account:  

Go to our blog site (there is also a link on my home page) and register. Be sure you use your first and last name as your profile name, 
for I need to know who you are when I grade your blog responses. Make sure you carefully read the “Blog Scoring Guide” before you 
post your first blog. Quantity doesn’t always equal quality. Sometimes the blog can be quirky. If you have trouble, post as 
“Anonymous,” and at the very end of your response, type your first and last name so I know who you are. I would recommend pasting 
your responses from word processing before posting your final responses; sometimes Google doesn’t save your work.  

Reading and writing assignments:  

I will post two prompts for each book on our blog site. You must respond to all posted prompts.  

Carefully read and annotate Woody Guthrie’s Bound for Glory. By Wednesday, July 1, post two blog responses on our class blog site. ��� 

Carefully read and annotate Jack Kerouac’s On the Road. By Wednesday, July 22, post two blog responses on our class blog site. ��� 

Carefully read and annotate John Steinbeck’s Travels With Charley. By Wednesday, August 12, post two blog responses on our class 
blog site. ��� 

A final summer reading paper will be due on the first day of class. More details to come about the expectations of this assignment. It 
will be posted on the home page of my website. ��� 

Notes:  

There is a limited supply of these titles in the library; I would snag my own copies if I were you––it eases the annotation process 
because you can jot notes onto the text. Plus, there will be no worries if the pages of your books get crinkled and sandy from sitting in 
your beach bag!  

Be green! Other than the texts themselves, this is a paperless endeavor. Plan accordingly if you are away from wifi. You have the 
schedule and it is expected that you complete all summer work by the due dates. Failure to complete the summer course work will 
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result in being dropped from the course. If you have any questions or concerns throughout the summer, email me and I will be in touch 
with you. My contact information is on my website.  
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Class of 2015 

���English IV Honors Summer Reading 
 

Summer reading texts introduce you to some of the themes and concepts that we will explore in English IV. If you have any questions 
about summer reading assignments, please email me at sgrimaldi@rsu14.org. It is expected that you will complete all work on time in 

order to receive credit and an acceptable grade for summer reading. Summer reading assignments account for 12% of your first 
quarter grade, and we will refer to these texts throughout the year as we study English literature in cultural and historical context.  

Required reading:��� 

• Beowulf, translated by Seamus Heaney��� 
• “In the Company of Predators: Beowulf and the monstrous descendants of Cain” by James Phillips*���(critical essay) 
• “This Old Dragon Still Breathes Fire” by Colin Campbell (critical essay)*  
• Frankenstein: or The Modern Prometheus by Mary Shelley���“Frankenstein: is it really about the dangers of science?” by Chris 

Bond (critical essay)*���  
• “The Lessons of Frankenstein: Nature, Nurture, and What Lies Between” by Andrew Lustig (critical essay)*��� 
• Notes and background information on both texts**  

*Copies of critical essays will be in the main office. The essays can also be accessed on the English IV Honors Summer Reading site 
in Google Classroom (the class code is itixfl).  

**Hard copies in office; electronic copies on Google Classroom site and class blog  

Please be sure to join the summer reading Google Classroom site for updates and supporting materials.  

1) You will read Seamus Heaney’s translation of the Anglo-Saxon epic poem Beowulf. England’s first epic, it is the story of the hero 
Beowulf and his battles. You will also read the critical essays “In the Company of Predators: Beowulf and the monstrous descendants 
of Cain” by James Phillips and “This Old Dragon Still Breathes Fire” by Colin Campbell, which will be available in the WHS main 
office or which can be accessed on-line through the English IV Honors Summer Reading site in Google Classroom (the class code is 
itixfl). We will use these texts as a starting point in discussing the Essential Question “How do a culture’s archetypes embody its 
values?”  

After you have read Beowulf, the two essays, and the accompanying handout of background material, write a 500-word minimum 
essay in which you address these questions: What are the attributes of an Anglo- Saxon hero? What is expected of the followers of an 



13	  

Anglo-Saxon lord? What is revealed about Anglo- Saxon culture in this epic? Formulate a thesis and support it with specific examples 
from the text. Use MLA formatting for text and citations, and please type your essay.  

Bring a paper copy of your essay to the school office by Friday, August 14, 2015. When you do so, be sure to ask a secretary, 
teacher, or administrator to sign your paper and to include the date to verify its timely delivery. E-mail submissions will not be 
accepted; only hard copies are acceptable. You may send your essay via “snail” mail; it must be postmarked by August 14, 2015, and 
sent to Mrs. Grimaldi at the address below:  

Susan Grimaldi 
WHS 
406 Gray Road 
Windham, ME 04062 
 
2) For your second assignment, you will read Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. Shelley wrote the novel during a time of cultural, 
political, scientific, and technological revolution. You must also read the two critical essays about Frankenstein: “Science?” by Bond 
and “The Lessons of Frankenstein: Nature, Nurture, and What Lies Between” by Campbell. Understanding the cultural anxiety about 
changing populations and new scientific theories about life can help us relate the novel to the Essential Question “To what extent does 
literature bring about social change?”   

We will spend the first few days of class discussing the text and you will take a test over Frankenstein, which will include an in-class 
essay, on the second full day of class. It is very important that you finish the text by the first day of class so that you can participate 
fully in class discussion.  
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Class of 2016 
English IV Advanced Placement Summer Reading Assignment 

 
Read 4 selections and complete assessments. 
 
* Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad                     
* Beowulf Seamus Heaney edition             
* Grendel by John Gardner  
 
Choose one: 
 
* The Power of One by Bryce Courtenay OR  
* A Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood  OR 
* The Turn of the Screw by Henry James  OR 
* Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton    OR 
* The Glass Menagerie  by Tennessee Williams 
 
 
1)   Beowulf – Seamus Heaney edition.   This is England’s first great epic.  This is the story of the hero Beowulf and his 
conquests.  We will use this work as a starting point in the discussion of our first literary themes – the Hero and his isolation, and how 
a culture’s archetypes embody its values.  Please read and study Richard Wilbur’s poem “Beowulf” as well as the Time magazine 
article entitled “The Gospel of Superman”.  Assessment:  In September we will conduct a Socratic seminar to assess your knowledge 
and understanding of the concept of “isolation of the hero” as it applies to all three pieces. We will also discuss how Beowulf 
embodies the values of the culture from which it emerges.    Complete the attached handouts. 
 
2)  Grendel by John Gardner     This is a humorous retelling of the Beowulf story from the point of view of the monster, 
Grendel.   After you read this novel, complete the attached handouts and write a three to four page essay in which you compare and 
contrast Beowulf and Grendel in terms of their purposes, the characters Beowulf, Grendel, Unferth, and Hrothgar.  Consider tone and 
point of view.  This essay and handouts will be due on the first day class meets after Labor Day. 
 
3) Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad – This is a classic frame story, or story within a story.  This is a short but intense novel 
packed with symbols and images.  You will choose one of the symbols, images, or motifs below and write a 3 to 5 page essay 
explaining the significance of any ONE of the images or symbols.  Consider how the symbol, image, or motif supports a theme in the 
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work.  Develop a plausible and intelligent thesis to support with an insightful analysis that uses a number of significant textual 
citations.  MLA format is expected. The due date is Tuesday, August 11, 2015.   You may mail your essay to:  
 
 
Beth Guy 
Windham High School 
406 Gray Rd. 
Windham, ME 04062 
 
The envelope must be postmarked no later than midnight August 11, 2015. You may hand-deliver the envelope to the main office on 
or before the due date, in which case you must have a secretary or administrator sign the envelope or essay to verify its timely 
delivery.  You must also email an electronic copy (Word, please) by midnight August 
11 to bguy@windhamraymondschools.org .  This may be used for plagiarism checks, but is not a substitute for the hard copy. 
 
Symbols, images, and motifs: the jungle, the river, black and white, ivory, role of women 
 
Themes:  the search for self-knowledge, the dark side of human nature, the corrupting effects of power and greed 
 
Although not required, it may be helpful to read Ch 12 in Thomas Foster’s How To Read Literature Like a Professor   before you 
begin this assignment.  The first edition of this book was published in 2003.  A revised edition was published in 2014.  Either edition 
is fine to use. 
   
4)  See choices below 
 
 A Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood – This is a novel of dystopia that carries some important messages regarding government, 
gender, and a host of other topics.    
 
                             OR (your choice) 
 
The Power of One by Bryce Courtenay – This is an uplifting story of a young South African youth growing up in the years prior to 
World War II.  (If you love this work, and many students do, the same author has a sequel called Tandia.) 
 
 
                                 OR (your choice) 
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Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton  - This short but compelling novel takes place in the early 1900’s in wintry Starkfield, Massachusetts 
where Ethan Frome works hard to eke out a meager living as he wrestles with guilt, duty, and obligation in the Puritan tradition. 
 
                                OR (your choice) 
 
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams  -  The characters in this compelling play grapple with illusion vs. reality and obligation 
vs. the desire to escape.  The setting is St. Louis near the end of the Great Depression in the 1930’s. 
 
Assessment:  You will keep a reader response journal on whichever of these works you choose.  Your journal should contain at least 
nine interesting and provocative quotations from the novel.  You should react in depth to the quotation - explain its significance in 
terms of character, tone, point of view, theme, etc.  Last (#10); include your personal response to the work and what it means to you. 
This reader response journal should be word-processed.  Note page numbers for quotations and editions of works you use. This reader 
response journal will be due on the first day of school for grades 10-12, September 2. 
 

        OR  (your choice) 
 
                                 
The Turn of the Screw by Henry James - This is a  short “story within a story” that is both an engaging classic ghost story and a 
fascinating psychological mystery.   
 
If you choose this work, you also will complete a reader response, but with the specific instructions below. 
 
 
After you read this work, think about the following questions:  
 
a) Who do you believe is ultimately responsible for Miles’ death and Flora’s breakdown?  
b) Are the ghosts and corruption of the children real? 
c) What conclusions can be drawn about the psychological state of the governess?  Was she hallucinating?  Did the ghosts appear only 
to her, or did they appear to both her and the children? 
d) In general, what appears to be true and what is actually true?  How would you summarize what has happened? 
 
In a reader response format, respond to each of the above four questions separately.  First, find a passage or quotation from the novel 
that can be cited to support a response to the question.  Then, write two to three well-developed paragraphs (150 – 200 words) that 
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respond to the question and which explain how the passage you chose supports your answer.  These four reader responses must be 
word-processed.   
 
Please note:  Plagiarism or failure to complete satisfactorily ALL of the summer reading requirements ON TIME will result in your 
removal from the course. No exceptions.  Plan ahead.  Books may be borrowed from the school library or from the public library; 
however, extra copies of handouts will not be available during the summer.  Take care of what you will need. 
 
Have a great summer and enjoy your adventures into some great literature!! 
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