
 
Oficina del Presidente-President´s Office 
PANAMERICAN  JUDO  CONFEDERATION                                      

Avenida 20 de Janeiro, s/n-Terminal 1-3º Piso-Sector C-Ilha do Governador | Of 55-21-24632692 Cel 55-21-81835270 |  
judoamerica@cbj.com.br | www.cpjudo.com | Rio de Janeiro-Brasil 

 
 

Speech Held by Mr. Paulo Wanderley Teixeira, President of the 
Panamerican Judo Confederation, during the Opening of the 

Panamerican Cadet and Junior Championships San Salvador 2014  
 
 

Mr. Luis Chévez 

President of the Judo Federation from El Salvador  

Treasurer of the Panamerican Judo Confederation and host of this event 

 

Dr. Juan Carlos Vargas Barneond 

Technical Manager of the Sports Institute 

Outstanding Son and Judoka from El Salvador 

 

Mr. Fernando Ibáñez 

President of the Judo Federation from Ecuador  

General Secretary of the Panamerican Judo Confederation 

 

Mr. Dudley López  

President of the Northern and Central-American Judo Confederation and 
Vice-president of PJC 

 

Mr. Porfirio García 

President of the Judo Federation from Puerto Rico 

 

Mr. Rodrigo Hernández  

President of the Judo Federation from Colombia 

 

Ms. Estela Riley 

President of the Judo Federation from Panama 

 

 



 
Oficina del Presidente-President´s Office 
PANAMERICAN  JUDO  CONFEDERATION                                      

Avenida 20 de Janeiro, s/n-Terminal 1-3º Piso-Sector C-Ilha do Governador | Of 55-21-24632692 Cel 55-21-81835270 |  
judoamerica@cbj.com.br | www.cpjudo.com | Rio de Janeiro-Brasil 

 

Mr Manuel Larrañaga 

President of the Judo Federation from Mexico and 

Sports Director of PJC 

 

Mr. Ovidio Garnero  

Refereeing Director of PJC 

 

Sports authorities from El Salvador, coaches, athletes and friends 

 

Dear friends, 
 
When a country decides organizing an international event, no matter how 

large it is, it believes in three things: firstly, it is able to organize it in a cost-

effective way, but still concerned with a high quality level; secondly, as a 

national organization, it is morally and ethically enabled to gather both public 

and private efforts in order to successfully lead the event to an end; and 

thirdly, it thoroughly trusts its working team, its athletes as well as its coaching 

and leading staff.  

The Judo Federation from El Salvador, believed in these three things and 

similarly to other member federations from America, it proved in more than 

eight occasions that it really can be a latent part of the continental and world 

judo heart.  

 

Six years ago, the Judo Federation from El Salvador sent only one athlete to 

compete in the Central-American or Panamerican Games, but they dared to 

dream, overcame their limits and adversities, and following those who had dug 

the path, they began to write their own successful story. El Salvador was 

dreaming and creating the judo.  
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Who would have thought that within just six years they would participate in all 

the Panamerican Championships organized since then, as well as to the last 5 

World Judo Championships?  

Who would have thought that within just six years they would organize 

international events such as the Panamerican Senior Championhips, an Infant 

Judo Championships and two Youth Judo Championships? 

Who would have thought that within just six years they would enlarge their 

delegations by around 600% and judo would be taught in 9 departments and 

not 5 as previously? 

 

All this was done for their athletes’ sake. There were not considered only 

those who competed, but also the 3000 Salvadorans that are practicing judo 

today, in comparison with 500 athletes from six years ago. They have grown. 

This country, similarly to many others in Central America and the rest of the 

continent, is keen on developing its skills and participating in such important 

events. We, the Panamerican Judo Confederation, are ready to believe and 

support the dreams of all the American countries and their athletes, in the 

same way, making no distinction and spreading the solidarity spirit.  

 

Today, San Salvador is again the judo capital in América. As many others did 

before, San Salvador will bring in our hearts our peoples’ unity. Today’s 

national representatives are keen on their athletes’ constant improvement and 

bear in mind our American identity.   

According to our immortal Simón Bolívar: “The unity of our peoples is not their 

individuals’ simple fantasy, but the destiny’s inexorable decree.” 

We are uniting America through our sport, will, value, victorious goals in our 

hearts, friendship and, first and foremost, our destiny’s decree – the judo.   
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Dear Directors, Coaches, Athletes, Families, Friends, let’s protect this seed of 

building a better society and of hope when discovering an athlete or a judoka. 

Dear all, let’s make the seed grow in our minds and souls and do the best we 

can for its living. 

 

Thank you very much, Judokas from America.  

 

 


