
Ser: L.A. vs. B.A. planted it’s roots in 2006 and has been developing since it’s first 
reading.  Since then, Ser … has been presented nationally. 
It was selected as a finalist for the 2012 Downtown Urban Theatre Festival by Artistic 
Director Reg e Gaines, the writer of the book and lyrics for the successful Broadway 
musical Bring in ‘Da Noise, Bring in ‘Da Funk. 
I was also selected as a keynote performer for Arizona State University’s Local to Global 
Justice conference in 2012.   I was also one of the artists featured in West Hollywood 
Pride month of One City/One Pride June 27th, 2012. 
I also presented Ser: L.A. vs. B.A. at the prestigious MALCS (Mujeres Activas en Letras y 
Cambios Sociales) at UC Santa Barbara. 
 
In this transnational queer tale, Karen must choose between Buenos Aires, the soccer 
mecca burning in her heart, and Los Angeles, the land of peace and plenty. Caught in the 
middle of her parents’ tumultuous match they call marriage, as a kid Karen is kicked back 
and forth between L.A. and Buenos Aires. In adulthood she has to choose between the 
home of her personal saint Maradona and the immigrant dreamland of L.A. After 
spending her early years in Los Angeles, Buenos Aires is Karen’s soccer paradise and is 
winning hands down until she gets a reality check as she crosses paths with the aftermath 
of its dirty war and a devastating economic crisis. What now? Even Maradona seems to 
be fading. 
In the middle of it all she fights her way out of dresses and into soccer gear, 
and faces yet another question: Who will be the object of her affection, the 
boys on the field or the girls in the stands? A very unique queer story that all LGBTQ 
communities can relate to! 
 
Original direction by Che’Rae Adams (Tender, Walkin Thru the Fire), Voiceovers by 
Carlos Alazraqui (Reno 911), Ser: L.A. vs. B.A. is a theatrical delight of Anzoategui’s 
personal story seamlessly woven through major moments in Argentina's history: the 1986 
World Cup, the mothers of the Plaza de Mayo demanding to know the fate of their 
children that the government disappeared during the dirty war, and the 2001 economic 
collapse. 
Anzoategui’s show is a seamless delight of her personal story woven through Argentina’s 
history of crises, using clever theatrical strategies such as casting James Brown in the role 
of her abusive father (off-the-charts-funny!). 
Soccer fanaticism, sexual identity, political repression and economic collapse. “Ser” is a 
unique story of the dilemmas of a transnational Latino experience that doesn’t get more 
real and more fun than this. Don’t miss the 6,000 mile match. 
 
Anzoategui was chosen as a finalist to perform at the Downtown Urban Theatre Festival 
in New York City’s prestigious festival inside the Here Arts Center. Karen stands out 
with her unique story and performance chops that caught the attention of reg e. gaines 
(book and lyrics, Bring in Da Noise, Bring in Da Funk) who served as her dramaturge for 
the Hollywood Fringe Festival, after he saw Karen’s work he immediately wanted to 
work with her. Karen wowed crowds at Highways on September 30th with 4X4: New 
Latino Works Festival presented by Leo Garcia and caused a stir in the heart of West 
Hollywood at the Macha Theatre in November, 2011. Karen kickstarted 2012 by 



participating as a keynote performer for Arizona State University’s Local to Global 
Justice’s teach-in. 
Karen was nominated for a Broadway World Award for Best Featured Actress in a 
Musical 2012 for her role as “scene stealing” Rita for the world premiere of Evangeline, 
The Queen of Make Believe at the Bootleg Theatre. The show is currently touring with 
Louie Perez and David Hidalgo of Los Lobos and music 
 
After experiencing the power of her performance when she participated in a 
workshop he led in L.A. in February 2011, reg e. gaines offered to dramaturge 
Anzoategui’s Hollywood Fringe version. 
 
Praise for Anzoategui: 
 
“Love Karen's enthusiasm and energy! Coupled with a unique ability to set proper words 
against "improper" words allowing true musicality of poetry to pour from her soul. 
Karen is a writer who just so happens to perform what she writes. Her "play" might be a 
revelation and change the way we look at solo theater.” reg e gaines 
Artistic Director NYC Downtown Urban Theater Festival\ 
 
The State Press (Arizona State University) says: “Anzoategui is dynamic and instantly 
magnetic, and portrays the range of emotions associated with her unfailingly complex 
narrative. She is heartbroken at one moment, in despair the next, and then gleeful and 
proud, all in a way that is brave and painfully real… her story highlights the complex 
ways that race, gender, class and sexuality intersect in a way that leaves some voiceless. 
In telling her story Anzoategui reclaims her voice.” 
 
Gabriel Lerner, the senior editor of AOL Latino says: “I welcome and thank Karen for 
writing our own version of an American In Paris: An Argentine in Los Angeles…” 
 
“Karen Anzoategui herself is what makes Ser a standout piece” (Wide Lantern) 
 
 “So much to love and appreciate and feel the humanity of…Gol!” 
Luis Alfaro. 
 
"Karen threw herself out there!"  
Alicia Gaspar Del Alba, UCLA at Macha Theatre presentation 
 
"Karen's utterly American and Latin American at once. I loved watching her transform 
from one character to another with grace, boundless energy and a thoroughly original 
and very funny take on her life as a daughter of Las Americas." __Ellen Gavin 
 
“Karen writes from the heart -- and it comes out funny! She is an artist of deep feeling 
and great energy, with the power to command the stage...” 
Oliver Mayer USC 
 
"her characters transported me.” 



Liz Torrez Emmy nominated actress. 
 
Now, in it’s seventh year of it’s solo show life span, Ser: L.A. vs. B.A is taking a new 
turn.  Now directed by Marcos Najera, the new Ser: L.A. vs. B.A. orchestrates a live band 
that tells the story through it’s beats and interchangeable purpose in the structure of the 
piece, the band is the play as it is tango playing in the hot steamy streets of Buenos Aires 
and then back in Boyle Heights, playing it’s mariachi and then, with the intro of James 
Brown, is the sex machine band that takes the story to the next level.  The all female, 3-
piece band will accompany me on stage as I balance the ball with new tricks and womyn 
empowerment while reconstructing the game of futbol into a communal game for love, 
justice and immigration reform. 	  


