
Anglican Parish of St. Philip
20 Coady’s Road

Portugal Cove-St. Philip’s, NL   A1M 1L1

June 2014

Dear Parishioners,

Your financial receipt to May 30th is enclosed. We are sending it earlier this year so 
that our people can review it before the holiday season begins. Please look it over 
carefully and prayerfully; and should you note an error please contact the Church 
Office right away.

The Wardens, Select Vestry, and I  draw  your attention to some other important 
matters:

E-GIVING:  This method of making church contributions is widely accepted now in 
many parishes.  E-Giving makes it possible for people to make their offerings 
through a deduction from their bank account either on a bi-weekly or monthly 
basis. Our Select Vestry is offering this option to our people and we encourage it. 
A Form may be signed giving this authorization. Please fill in the Form, attach a 
voided cheque, and return it either at worship or to the Church Office.  Attached 
to the Authorization Form you will find a list of Frequently Asked Questions and 
the answers to these questions are provided to assist you.

QUESTION ABOUT FUNDRAISING:   In my last letter, I tried to answer the often 
asked question; “Why do we need to continue with so much Fund Raising?”  We 
have less people giving now that we had in the past. We have lost some good 
subscribers through death and others have decreased their offering for a number 
of reasons.  Many of our people give $100 or less per year, while others give more 
substantially. But we need to be more prayerful and more faithful in sharing our 
money for the work and ministry of God’s Church. As God’s Community we have 
the potential to be doing much better but that’s not how it is. We continue to 
offer ministry to all our people and we encourage everybody to worship more 
frequently and to give more generously…..to give as God has given to us and in 
response to God’s goodness to us.



We need about $1,826 per week through regular offerings. Our Weekly Reports in 
our Sunday Bulletin disclose that we are receiving much less than this. We are 
falling short of our requirement on a weekly basis and we are spending much 
more that we receive. This causes your Wardens, Vestry Members, and rector a lot 
of concern.  We need everybody to respond better so that  we  can  meet our 
expenses through the summer and do not come into the Fall  with a heavy debt 
load. We invite and encourage your help.

Of particular note; our Financial Issue is of greater concern in 2014 because we 
have not been able to sustain a major fund raiser………….The Annual Auction.

SUGGESTED PARISH STANDARD.  At our Annual Meeting we recommended less 
dependence on unsustainable fund raising and more dependence on the faith and 
good-will of the people towards God’s Church.  We set as our Parish Standard   a 
minimum offering of $500 per family per year.  We realize that for some this is 
attainable right away and for others it is a goal to work towards. This is the way 
forward for our financial issues and we invite and encourage everyone to respond 
with prayer and love.

PASTORAL MINISTRY:   We have just concluded our Diocesan Synod. Bishop 
Geoffrey made an excellent presentation and challenged the Parishes in our 
Diocese to renew ourselves with vision and leadership in a lot of ways. Let me 
share one quote from his presentation: “We have had a great history of 
producing pastors; clergy who have understood that their role was to draw near 
to their flock, get to know them by name, and to walk humbly with them along 
their journey.”

I believe that my own gifts are largely in the area of pastoral ministry and I eagerly 
want to get back to that ministry and in the way that the bishop has described it. I 
need your help. I know that there have been some bumps, mistakes, and 
disappointments along the way. There is no perfection in any of us.  However, I 
humbly ask for your help and support in this ministry. We are a people whose 
faith and life is manifest in forgiving, healing, and enabling one another.  In that 
context, I ask for your forgiveness for the times I have failed or disappointed.  My 
heart-felt prayer is this:  Let us walk together, side by side, and together work 
faithfully on  building  and renewing our relationships; remembering that we are 



all members of the Body of Christ and that we belong to one another just as we all 
belong to Christ.

May God’s peace and love be yours this day and always.

Your pastor and friend,

Rev. Ed. Keeping
Rector


