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The Power of a Family Name 
 We raised our family in Phoenix.  When the last child 
graduated from high school and was headed to BYU, we 
moved to Las Vegas.  When people ask me why, I tell them 
we came here to cool off, since Phoenix is one of the only 
places in the country that is hotter than Las Vegas. 
 Our time in Arizona was a wonderful yet busy time.  
We had the children, and all their activities.  Plus we had 
callings in the Church from time to time that kept us very 
busy. 
 We made a goal to attend the temple monthly.  We 
considered this a reasonable goal, and we were diligent 
about completing it.  The drive from home to the Mesa 
temple was about 40 minutes when there was normal 
traffic.  When we headed to the temple after I got home 
from work, it often took well over an hour.  It was a real 
effort to go once a month, and we worked at it. 
 President Larkin was our stake president when we 
moved here.  I remember when he stood up in Stake 
Conference and told us that we should go to the temple 
weekly.  These kinds of challenges that come to my wife 
and I are often accompanied by two reactions.  The first 
was mine—“we’ve been going once a month for years and 
that has worked fine.  But maybe we could try going twice 
that often for a while until this challenge passes.”  Connie’s 
reaction was typical of her—“If we are asked to go once a 
week, then let’s go once a week.”  This is a reaction I 
expected from her, and I am most thankful for her obedient 
spirit. 
 So we have been going to the temple weekly since 
that challenge.  Sometimes that included trips to St George 
when our temple was not open.  I figured out recently that I 
have been to more sessions in the Las Vegas temple in our 
10 years here than we went to the Arizona Temple in the 
32 years we lived there.  This has been a great blessing in 
our lives. 
 Our oldest daughter has really caught the spirit of 
Elijah, and has furnished us with all the names we have 
done since before we moved here.  A few months ago, I 
asked her if she knew anything about the people whose 
names she was sending us.  She started writing some facts 
about each person on the back of the name cards, including 
how that person was related to one of our grandparents.  
That has really made our temple experiences more 
meaningful.  I remember sitting in the endowment room a 
few months ago reading about the young man I was doing 
work for that day.  He was born in the late 1840s, and was 

killed in the Civil war without ever having married.  That 
session was very powerful to me as I thought of that young 
man and how his life was so different from mine. 
 That experience helped me realize in a more 
personal way that the work we do in the temple is about 
FAMILY.  These are real people, with dreams and ambitions, 
many of which were unfulfilled—and which we are helping 
to fulfill.  Obviously the next step in my life is to research 
and submit my own names.  This I am committed to do. 
 The family history work and the temple work are one 
work.  AS I have met some of our workers in the Family 
Search Library, I have been impressed with their knowledge 
and feeling for this work.  I am proud to be working with 
you all, and look forward to meeting you and learning from 
you.  

Mark Your Calendars 
 

 African Am Research Group  Sat     15 Nov 2014 
Discussion/Computer    LVFSL LAB   10:30 a.m.      

 High Priest Group Leader Training     Wed  26 Nov 2014 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library         7:00 p.m. 

 Family History Consultant Training   Thurs 27 Nov 2014 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library        6:30 p.m. 

 2014 Family History Conferences 
http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Upcoming Conferences 

 Rootstech Salt Lake City UT Feb 12-14 2015 
https://rootstech.org/?lang=eng 

 

LVFSL Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library November Classes 
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 
 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 
 

https://www.backupmytree.com/ Users of genealogy 
software for Windows (but not Mac, alas) need never again 
fear losing the fruits of their labor. This free backup service, 
which runs automatically (if you install special software) or 
can be activated manually, not only preserves your current 
family file "in the cloud" but keeps up to 25 previous 
versions. If you just deleted Great-aunt Agatha's entire line 
by accident, no worries-BackupMyTree still has it. 
 

Received Your Free Partner Accounts Yet? 
 

In July, all Las Vegas valley LDS Church members should 

have received an invitation by e-mail to open their free 

accounts to Ancestry.com, findmypast.com and 

MyHeritage.com.  If you have lost your invitation, or did not 

receive one, you can access the invitation by visiting the 

following website:   http://bit.ly/ldsmemberaccess.   

http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Upcoming%20Conferences
https://rootstech.org/?lang=eng
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/
https://www.backupmytree.com/
http://bit.ly/ldsmemberaccess


Getting to Know You  by Theresa Timony 
 

Gary Gibson was 
born in Henderson, 
NV.  He graduated 
from BYU with a 
degree in Business 
with a minor in 
computers and 
Italian. He married 
Marla in 1981 and 
moved her and his 
first child to the Netherlands, where he taught high school 
business and accounting in an American school for 3 yrs.  
Their second and third children were born there, and they 
now have 4 children and 7 grandchildren, with one more 
due in Sept. After serving his mission in Italy, Italian 
indexing has become a passion.  He volunteers on Thursday 
evenings, working with those interested in learning how to 
index Italian records. You will find him here on Thursday 
evenings from 6-9pm.  He has a great testimony of the 
importance of this work, and a true Italian accent!  Ask him 
about his testimony when you meet him! 
 

Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs  
 

Recently, while 
trying to extend 
my McNeale line, 
I sent for a death 
certificate from 
the GTO, General 
Records Office in 
England.  When 
the certificate arrived, I noticed that Cornelius’ occupation 
was listed as a lighterman and a waterman.  What does that 
mean?  Did he work for the utility company?  After 
Googling it, I learned that the waterman was a type of river 
taxi for moving people across, up and down the waterways 
of London.  The lighterman had nothing to do with lights, 
but was a lighter craft for moving goods or freight to and 
from ships as well as on the river.  My ancestor worked on 
the Thames River in London, as did his son, having been 
apprenticed to the trade.  It took 7 years to get a license 
and because these men were so well train as river pilots, 
the Royal Navy would draft from their ranks, requiring 
more apprentices to replace them.   
Along the river were steps every so often to allow access 
from the boat to the theaters, businesses, pubs, and 
residences along the river.  The river taxis lined up to get 
fares just like our modern day taxis line up at the airport.  
At first there was only one bridge across the river and the 
roads were muddy and impassible in winter so many men 
made their living along the river.  As more bridges were 
built and road conditions improved, these men had to 
adapt to new ways of using their skills.  When the paddle 

boats came along, they thought their livelihood was ebbing 
away, but even the paddle boats and fire insurance boats 
needed licensed watermen and lightermen.  Eventually, 
their trade was exempt from the draft. 
The exciting news for me was the fact that extensive 
records were maintained by the guilds as they kept track of 
the apprentices and masters and licensed them.  The 
apprenticeship records from 1688 to 1908 still survive in 23 
volumes at the Guildhall Library and have been 
microfilmed.  Also quarterage books from 1764 to 1917 
where these men had to pay a license fee every quarter.  
So, I will be digging into these records next.  Do you have an 
interesting occupation in your pedigree?  Do a little 
research.   It helps to flesh out their story! 
 

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 
 

As we celebrate the completion of three wonderful years 
with our previous director, Wayne Stoker, we should pause 
for a moment to consider how much he has 
accomplished.  We have gone from a library that was open 
from nine to seven a couple of days a week and from nine 
to five the rest.  We were closed on Mondays.   We had a 
staff of about 25 people and there were days we had to 
close early because there was no priesthood or too few 
staff to stay open.  None of the books were properly 
cataloged and the upstairs rooms were in total 
disarray.  There were sixteen more bookcases than we have 
at present and the flooring was a basketball court.  I am 
sure I have missed some of the changes but look around 
you and you will see the amazing differences.  All of this 
was accomplished while actively recruiting a staff of 100 or 
more; setting up and maintaining classes for every day of 
the week; actively promoting major events both locally and 
nationally; and most important of all, dealing with the 
many, varied natures of the wonderful people who work 
here.  I salute Brother and Sister Stoker and tell them I 
loved them with all my heart.  May they know for sure their 
sacrifice has been acceptable to the Lord. 
On another note; the number of Italian indexers has 
dramatically decreased.  There was a notion flying around 
that, if one did not speak Italian they should not be 
indexing Italian records.  Nothing could be further from the 
truth.  We have lost about fifty percent of our Italian 
indexers.  We need them back. We also need more 
indexers.  You do not have to speak Italian or read it.  There 
are simple steps you can follow to successfully index 
Italian.  Currently we are about four million records behind 
schedule.  
If you have any interest there is an excellent workshop 
conducted each Thursday evening at the library.  Check the 
schedule for details.  I also offer one-on-one training.  If you 
would like to check it out please contact me at the library 
or at my email address,tomsan1971@cox.net and I will be 
happy to set up an appointment at your convenience 

 


