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Director’s Message by Floyd Stevens 

Dear Friends 
 

We had a wonderful Christmas.  I hope you did also.  Part of 
the joy of this Christmas involved things we have done 
before:  Being with family, and celebrating the birth of our 
Savior.  This is the most important thing to do at Christmas. 
 

A part of this Christmas that was special to me involved 
being able to help a friend find information on her family.  
This I was not able to do on my own—so I used a friend and 
coworker, Ron Bloxham.  My friend’s father is getting on in 
years, and when she heard that Sister Stevens and I were 
called on a mission to the FamilySearch Library, she asked 
me if I could help her find information about her father’s 
ancestry.  Her grandfather is Mormon, and deceased, and 
we got started with some information she had on him.  
Before long we had lots of information, including photos.  I 
showed this to my friend, and she was overjoyed.  With 
Sandy Jackson’s help, I created a fan chart on a thumb 
drive, from which I had an enlarged fan chart made which I 
gave her.  She was thrilled. 
She had decided to give this information to her father as a 
Christmas gift.  Whenever I would see her we would talk 
about her excitement to show what she had found to her 
dad.  Dad got sick a few weeks ago, and was in the hospital, 
then in a rest home, then home.  I suggested she think 
about showing things to dad before Christmas.  She 
decided against that.  I asked her to send me a note after 
Christmas to tell me about dad’s reaction. 
Christmas afternoon, I got the following message:  “Oh, 
Floyd, my dad is so moved with the gift.  He can’t believe it! 
He said he always wished that he could learn about his 
family, and it’s a dream come true!  He and the kids can’t 
stop looking at the family fan. It may be the best gift he’s 
ever received.  I cannot thank you enough for making my 
dad’s Christmas so special.  I really don’t have the words to 
convey how thankful we all are.  Much love to you and 
merry, merry Christmas.” 
Obviously I had very little to do with this and deserve 
precious little of the credit. I shared that truth with my 
friend.  Without Brother Bloxham and Sister Jackson, I 
would still be fussing in FamilySearch with little to show for 
it.  My heartfelt thanks to them.  I could have received that 
same help from so many of you here at the library,  had you 
been the person I sat next to when I started this project, 
and it would have been freely and kindly given.   I’m sure 
that the joy I experienced doing this is a joy you all have 
experienced to one degree or another, and in many cases 
over and over again. 

 

How joyful this work is!!  There is a special feeling about 
this work.  I am better prepared to help others as others 
helped me, but I need more training.  Maybe some of you 
feel the same.  We hope to provide the training you might 
need to feel comfortable helping others as they search for 
information about their beloved ancestors.  It will be worth 
the effort, and we have many superstars at the library who 
can teach us what we need to know.  We look forward to 
this in the year ahead. 
Back to my friend.  This woman is not LDS, in spite of her 
ancestry.  She knows little about the church that so many of 
her ancestors loved so much that they left various parts of 
the world to travel to Zion for.  I feel the pull of her 
ancestors on her.  I know that in time she will feel urges 
beyond her control to know more about their faith.  It 
would be a joy—and a responsibility – of mine to be a part 
of this. 
May we all have a great year, and be instruments in God’s 
hands to assist in this work, and bring joy to the hearts of 
many on both sides of the veil. 

Mark Your Calendars     
 African Am Research Group  Sat     17 Jan 2015 

Discussion/Computer    LVFSL LAB   10:30 a.m.      
 High Priest Group Leader Training     Wed  28 Jan 2015 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library         7:00 p.m. 
 Family History Consultant Training   Thurs 22 Jan 2015 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library        6:30 p.m. 
 Rootstech Salt Lake City UT      Feb 12-14 2015 

https://rootstech.org/?lang=eng 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

Free Online OCR 
Use Optical Character Recognition software without 
installation on your computer. Recognize text and 
characters from PDF scanned documents, photographs and 
digital camera captured images. Free Online OCR service 
supports 32 recognition languages.  Convert scanned PDF 
to Word, Txt, Rtf. Extract text from image (JPG, JPEG, BMP, 
TIFF, GIF) and convert into editable Word, Text, Excel, PDF. 
Converted documents look exactly like the original - tables, 
columns and graphics. 
OnlineOCR.net is a free service in a "Guest mode" (without 
registration/email) that allows you to convert 15 images 
per hour. Max file size is 4mb. 

LVFSL Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library January Classes  
The class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters or 
can be downloaded from our website: 
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

https://rootstech.org/?lang=eng
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/


Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs  

We received the above 
puzzle for Christmas from 
our son Tyler in Utah and 
he asked us to put it 
together after our 
Christmas dinner at 
Spencer's house and figure 
out the message.  There 
was no picture on the box, 
so we worked on it for 
about a half an hour, 
thinking it was a Nativity 
scene. Once we figured out 
it was shoes, we thought 

the message was they were all going in the same direction 
together.  When he gave us a clue, that Celia, the baby's 
shoes were in the top corner, we realized that this was a 
birth announcement!  They are expecting in June!  After we 
finished the puzzle, we took a photo of it to send around to 
our other children. 
It made me think of the cycle of life because our youngest 
daughter Tia experienced with her husband, the death of 
his mother the morning after Thanksgiving.  I thought of 
the song sung by Venice entitled The Family Tree.  I had just 
heard it the morning of the funeral and from YouTube 
made my first audio recording and sent it via my phone to 
their phone.  They were just leaving the cemetery in 
Oregon and said they would listen to it. You can listen to it 
too.  Google “Venice, The Family Tree” for a three minute 
video of them singing the song.  Venice, the group, are the 
nephews of the Lennon Sisters.  It is amazing how this new 
technology has changed the way we do things.  Why not 
make a goal for 2015 to use your phone to take photos or 
make audio or video clips and upload to someone's person 
page on familysearch.org. Happy New Year!!! 
 

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 

Greetings and salutations to one and all.  It has been a 
wonderful year with many, many accomplishments worthy 
of mention.  Since my space is limited I will only mention a 
few:  The successful completion of the cataloging project 
and the timely and efficient transfer of leadership.  I salute 
Brother Stoker one last time for all his contributions and I 
offer my support to the new directors, Floyd and Connie 
Stevens.  May their time be as enjoyable and productive 
and may the Spirit always guide them. 
Enough of that for now.   In conversations with the 
arbitration branch of the genealogy department at Church 
Headquarters I have been further instructed in some of the 
nuances of arbitration and, therefore; in indexing.  One of 
the main bits of information I came away with is the need 
for all indexers and arbitrators to adhere to the instructions 
given in the comprehensive manual prepared by Sister Gale 
of the Indexing Department.  

In our efforts to educate and teach we have hit the mark on 
all but one area which I would like to address.  That area is 
one of relationships.  We are to use only the names on the 
drop down list when describing relationships.  There are a 
few exceptions.  Child-in-Law and Sibling-in-Law are two 
examples of terms that are not on the list and may be used.  
It is also proper to use all of the information in the obituary 
to determine relationships.  I know this sounds confusing so 
I am going to prepare a short series of lessons on indexing 
the relationships which I will present at the library.  Let me 
know if there are any other topics you would like me to 
cover and I will. 
In addition to this we are to list the spouses of nieces or 
nephews as nephew or niece as is appropriate. If you have 
any questions I can help you with or Brother Rhomer 
Johnson, who has a firm grasp on what is proper, can also 
assist you.  I am sure that, as you continue this great work 
you will see the need for following directions accurately. 
May the Lord be with you in this great endeavor is my hope 
and prayer. 

 

FamilySearch Library Family Heritage Room 
 

The FamilySearch Library (at 509 South 9th) added a “Family 
Heritage 
Room” as of 
January 2013.  
It is well 
furnished and 
decorated to 
create a 
“home-away-
from-home” 
feeling.  The 
equipment 
available is 
free of charge 
and the services are donated by the library's staff, currently 
Elder and Sister Haubrich. 
The following are options available: 
1. Videotaping such things as missionary experiences, 
grandparents' stories, 50th wedding anniversary 
experiences or other interesting experiences. This allows 
you to be creative.  Church standards apply. 
2. Holding meetings for small groups (up to 13) such as 
the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) or church-
related classes for up to 13 people. 
3. Converting 8mm and 16mm films to MP4 format 
(digital movie format that can be uploaded to 
FamilySearch), or just watch your family's old 8mm or 
16mm movies. 
4. Transferring VHS tapes to MP4 format. 
You can reserve the room for up to 13 persons by calling the 
library at 702-382-9695.  Please mention the number of 
people to attend, the purpose of the reservation, and give 
us a contact person for follow-up purposes. 


