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Director’s Message by Floyd Stevens 
 

Rooted and Grounded in Love 
My wife and I recently finished reading the Book of 
Mormon.  The next day, we did what we have done every 
time we finish reading the Book of Mormon.  We started 
reading the Book of Mormon.  This has been our pattern 
ever since President Benson focused the Church’s attention 
on that book.  I have discovered one reason why it is 
important to reread the Book of Mormon.  That is because 
God keeps adding things to the book that were not there 
previously.  Well, not exactly.  He doesn’t add things—He 
reveals things that we hadn’t noticed before.  I have read 
many times how when his sons returned from Jerusalem 
with the plates, Lehi read through the records and saw that 
they contained the history of the creation of the world and 
of the Jews  from the beginning down to the reign of 
Zedekiah (1 Ne 5:10-13).  And I have read also that Lehi 
discovered that the plates also contained a genealogy of his 
fathers. (1Ne 5:14-16).  But for the first time in my life, I 
focused on 1Nephi 3:1-3, which says: 
 

 1And it came to pass that I, Nephi, returned from 
speaking with the Lord, to the tent of my father. 
 2 And it came to pass that he spake unto me, saying: 
Behold I have dreamed a dream, in the which the Lord 
hath commanded me that thou and thy brethren shall 
return to Jerusalem. 
 3 For behold, Laban hath the record of the Jews and 
also a genealogy of my forefathers, and they 
are engraven upon plates 

 
So Lehi knew about this genealogy before he sent his sons 
back, and that is one of the reasons he sent them back.  For 
all of you who had already figured this out, please forgive 
me.  But this was a new concept to me.  So why was it so 
important for Lehi to know about his ancestry?  Well, of 
course, part of it has to do with the promises made to 
Joseph and his posterity, which are being fulfilled in our 
day.  But I’m sure part of it was because we all are blessed 
when we learn about our ancestors.  The Old Testament is 
full of genealogical references.  Those people knew who 
they were the son of, and who he was the son of, etc.  And 
the first chapter of the New Testament--starting with the 
first verse—gives a genealogy of the Savior.  Elder Russell M 
Nelson has stated: 
 

 “Every human being who comes to this earth is the 
product of generations of parents. We have a natural 
yearning to connect with our ancestors. This desire 

dwells in our hearts, regardless of age.  Consider the 
spiritual connections that are formed when a young 
woman helps her grandmother enter family information 
into a computer or when a young man sees the name of 
his great-grandfather on a census record. When our 
hearts turn to our ancestors, something changes inside 
us. We feel part of something greater than ourselves. 
Our inborn yearnings for family connections are fulfilled 
when we are linked to our ancestors through sacred 
ordinances of the temple.”    Ensign, May 2010 

 
It is very important that we feel a connection between us 
and our ancestors.  I learned more about the love of a 
parent when I became a father than I had learned before 
that time.  And when I learned what it was like to love a 
child, I learned two other things.  One is that if I can love 
another human being that much, God can love them—and 
me—more.  The other thing I learned is that the feeling I 
was feeling for my child was a feeling my parents felt for 
me.  And that their parents felt for them.  And on and on.  I 
have recently seen pictures of some of my grandparents 
when they were young adults.  I love those pictures.  
Grandparents are old when we meet them.  They must 
have always been that way, we think.  Not so.  I tell my 
grandkids that the moment I was born, I was the youngest 
person on earth.  When I look back on my life, it is 
comforting to know that others have struggled with the 
same issues I have.  My sister, who adored my grandfather, 
once told me that as I got older, I started walking like 
grandpa.  She liked that about me.  I hadn’t noticed that, 
but I liked any reference to me being like Grandpa.  A few 
years after my father died, someone said to me that I 
looked like him.  I liked that idea also.  I look at my kids and 
I see family traits that draw them to me.  I am very sure 
that much of the joy we will feel when the Lord comes will 
be to meet people we once knew, and people we never 
knew, and learn about our family.  This works for roots and 
for branches.  May we all appreciate what it means to be a 
member of a family.  May we seek to know more about our 
ancestors, and to appreciate all they did for their families.  
And may we help our children and grandchildren feel what 
we feel for those we knew and love. 
 

LVFSL Training  April Classes  

The class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters, can be 
obtained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded from our 
website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 
 

 

http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/


Mark Your Calendars     
 African Am Research Group  Sat 18 Apr 2015 

Discussion/Computer    LVFSL LAB    10:30 a.m.      
 

 High Priest Group Leader Training     Wed  22 Apr 2015 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library            7:00 p.m. 
 

 Family History Consultant Training   Thurs 23 Apr 2015 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library            6:30 p.m. 
 

 BYU Conf. on F H and Genealogy   28-31 July, 2015 
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/ 

 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

United States Census Microfilm on Archive.org 
The 1790-1930 United States census microfilm is available for 
free digitally on Archive.org. It's not indexed, but you can 
download entire rolls to your computer for personal viewing--
just like you had the microfilm.  And if you've seen an image 
elsewhere and already located the census entry, the image 
on Archive.org may be easier to read.  This is a good way to view 
the census especially if the indexing was far enough off that you 
are unable to find your ancestors in a particular census through 
the standard indexing method.  The portal to the images is 
here: https://archive.org/details/us_census 
 

Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs  

Hope you are taking advantage of the free partner sites. 
Everyone loves free! For LDS members go 
to www.familysearch.org, signin>your 
name>settings>connected accounts. If you don't see a list with 
blue buttons (as in photo) you are not connected to FREE. To 
sign up go to http://bit.ly/ldsmemberaccess and follow the 
prompts at bottom of page. (Our community patrons have FREE 
access at our 4700 familysearch centers worldwide). Let's help 
our LDS patrons get access and learn how to use these sites. 
Rootstech 2015 announced even more partner sites. The 
billions of records on these sites can help you find the details 
you need to submit names to the temple. Remember you need 
to find documentation of 
the existence of each 
ancestor. You need more 
than a name and a 
country. Finding the 
names, events, dates and 
locations that you need is 
increased with each new 
partner account. Once you 
find a record that matches 
your ancestor, you can 
attach that record to that 
ancestor's person page in 
FamilySearch Family Tree 
and use the information 
to move forward with their temple work. 
If you upload your tree to a partner site, their powerful tools can 
find possible matches for your ancestors and you can receive 

alerts. Ancestry is famous for their “shaky leaf,” MyHeritage has 
“record matches” and FindMyPast has just added “hints.” Let 
these alerts help you with your family history! 
A special thank you to Sandy Jackson for the extra hours she put 
into instruction and handouts for our 8 week basic training 
classes for workers and patrons and also her efforts in 
organizing the front desk training for our volunteer 
workers.  What would we do without Sandy!!! 
 

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 

Wow, another month already gone.  I keep turning around and 
seeing the end of another one.  Recently I had the opportunity 
to participate in two different Genealogy Fairs at two different 
stakes.  I was more than impressed by the knowledge available 
to be shared and those who are willing to do the sharing.  If 
your stake has not had one of these special days it would be 
well worth your while to ask the stake leaders for one. 
Brother Gibson is going full bore on the foreign languages 
indexing and it has been my privilege to be part of it.  I also have 
been asked to teach indexing at the library.  After much soul 
searching I decided it was time and will begin on Monday the 
6th.  I will teach a different subject each week and will alternate 
months of teaching in the morning and in evening.  Just check 
your library class schedule for details. 
What I want to visit with you about today is the information 
Brother Cheney gave us at our seminary on Special Projects.  In 
the course of the discussion he mentioned the church is looking 
to upgrade the number of foreign language indexers by at least 
doubling them or, if possible tripling them.  He then dropped 
the bomb!  They want the vast majority of these new foreign 
language indexers to come from the ranks of those who already 
index.  The feeling is they are already trained to index and it 
would be simpler to teach them how to find the information 
they need on the records they will be asked to index. 
A couple of things are critical.  It has been discovered one can 
index effectively without speaking a word of the language if one 
knows where to look. Certain key phrases or locations on 
records remain the same. By finding them anyone can 
index.  The proof lies in the Italian indexing that has been done 
so far.  Most of the records have been indexed by people who 
do not speak a word of Italian.  They just know where to go on 
the forms.  Brother Gibson can teach anyone to do this.  I have 
also taught a number of people who do very well.  
Secondly, since Spanish is the number one language spoken in 
the church there are more and more opportunities to index in 
Spanish.  To that end I am in the process of preparing a series of 
lessons that explain where to find what is needed in the order 
they are needed.  MY first class will be on the last Monday of 
April.  I look forward to having as many of you as want to index 
present.  
Lastly. I still offer individualized lessons on a one on one 
basis.  We will sit down and do a batch together.  By the end 
you will understand what you need to do.  Once again we are 
being asked to lengthen our stride.  Join us won’t you, please? 

http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/
https://archive.org/details/us_census
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://bit.ly/ldsmemberaccess

