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Director’s Message by Wayne Stoker 
 

Plans Often Change 
I was planning on drafting 
my last Director's Message 
as the leader of the Las 
Vegas FamilySearch Library 
while enjoying a relaxing 
Baltic cruise. Instead, the 
drafting started while sitting 
in a German Hospital Room 
awaiting treatment for my 
wife, Carol Jean, who was taken ill on the cruise and needed 
tests and blood transfusions. Being whisked away from a 
cruise ship in an ambulance was an interesting experience.  
 

Before boarding the ship we had 
the opportunity to return to 
Denmark, where I served as a 
missionary fifty-five years ago, and 
see places where my ancestors 
came from. And, although we 
missed the opportunity to see 
Russia, Finland, Sweden and other 
countries on the cruise, our 
extended stay in the former East 
German city of 

Warnemunde/Rostock was good. As a hidden blessing 
springing from this unexpected diversion, we gained medical 
information about my wife's chronic condition that our 
Doctor's at home had not 
previously diagnosed. And 
while my wife was 
recuperating I was able to 
look about and learn things 
about Germany that we would 
not have discovered if the trip 
had gone as originally 
planned. Although it is a 
beautiful place there are still 
stark reminders of the last 
World War, including guard 
towers along the iron curtain 
location.  
 

Now about another changing situation... 
I had expected to return from our relaxing cruise to find a new 
person sitting in the FamilySearch Library's director's chair. 
That has not happened yet, but will soon. It is with true mixed 
emotions that Carol Jean and I face this course correction, so 
to speak. I am quite sad that it will soon be over, but very 
grateful that it happened. Over the course of the last three 
years I have worked with 160 staff members, missionaries and 

volunteers, all giving of their time freely in the interest of 
promoting family history work in the Las Vegas valley. This 
dedicated service has come not only from members of the LDS 
church, but also from a strong and willing community 
volunteer group that has added much. I have mentioned to 
many before, every time we faced a new challenge or 
technology, someone walked in the door to volunteer that had 
just the right expertise to made changes happen. We have 
been blessed in this respect. We have made many changes 
and improvements to the Library over the period, but that 
which has made the changes effective and workable, is this 
talented and devoted staff. Thank you, thank you so much.  
 I look forward to the new direction we will follow as a new 
leader is put in place for the Library. Things will move forward, 
new changes will be needed, and things will continue to 
improve, that is certain. I recently found an appropriate quote 
from Ardith Green Kapp about changes in leadership - "We 
must pass the torch on. And when you do pass the torch on to 
another, to carry the title you once had, you [are entitled to] 
ask 'Be a little sensitive when you tell me rightly that things 
are better than they've ever been before'." 
 

Best wishes to our new leaders, and one last time, thank you 
for your kind support during the past three years. 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 Las Vegas Family History Jamboree    Sat      6 Sep 2014 

221 South Lorenzi   Las Vegas               8 a.m. to 3:30 pm 
 LV Family Search Library Closed      Sat     6 Sep 2014 
 African Am Research Group     Sat     20 Sep 2014 

Discussion/Computer    LVFHL LAB   10:30 a.m.      
 High Priest Group Leader Training     Wed  24 Sep 2014 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library         7:00 p.m. 
 Family History Consultant Training   Thurs 25 Sep 2014 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library        6:30 p.m. 
 LV Family Search Library Closed      Sat     4 Oct 2014 
 2014 Family History Conferences 

http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Upcoming Conferences 
 

LVFSL Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library September Classes 
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 
The Sept. class schedule is also attached to this email. 
 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

Genealogy Resources by State 
Find an A-Z list of states’ genealogy resources.   
http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Topics/History-Family/State-
Genealogy.shtml 
What to see if you are related to any famous people?  Try 
http://roots-fb.cs.byu.edu  

http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Upcoming%20Conferences
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/
http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Topics/History-Family/State-Genealogy.shtml
http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Topics/History-Family/State-Genealogy.shtml
http://roots-fb.cs.byu.edu 


Getting to Know You  by Bev Kitterman 

Elder Rich Haubrich was born in 
Neptune, Monmouth, New 
Jersey in 1946.  He met his wife, 
Sharon, in 1978 in Provo, Utah 
while they were both attending 
BYU.  They were married in the 
Provo Temple in 1979.  They 
have two children, both born in 
Chesterfield, Missouri, Kyle 
who is a lawyer and lives with 

his family in St. Louis, Missouri; and RT (Richard Tutherly) who 
is a CPA and lives with his family in Salt Lake City, Utah.  Rich 
graduated from Juniata College, in Huntington Pennsylvania in 
Business Administration and worked as a supervisor for field 
auditors for St Louis County Missouri.  He retired in 2003.  
Sharon was born in St. Louis, Missouri in 1943 and graduated 
from Harris Teacher’s College in St.  Louis.  She also graduated 
from University of Missouri, St Louis and BYU all in educational 
pursuits.  She taught in St. Louis, the Philippines, Iceland where 
she joined the church, and Clark County, NV.  She retired in 
2011 after teaching 45 years.  Both Elder and Sister Haubrich 
are service missionaries at the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 
and serve as ordinance workers at the Las Vegas Nevada 
Temple and really enjoy the time spent at both places.  

Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs 

 My husband's grandfather was one month 
old in the 1880 census.  His name was 
William Pennington...but wait a minute, we 
knew him as Garfield Clayton James...what's 
the story here?  I sent for his mother's death 
certificate.  Margaret Harriet McLeod died in 

1965 in Los Angeles at age 106!  Her son, Garfield, wanted to 
retire in 1945 but he didn't have a birth certificate, which he 
needed to prove his identity. Fortunately for him, his mother 
was still alive and she was able to file an amended birth record 
stating that her son was in fact William Pennington, Jr.  
Margaret, from Prince Edward Island, was really upset with 
her husband about something because she took her 2 children 
and left Illinois and the Pennington name behind.  Her family 
had come from Isle of Skye to PEI but their plot of ground was 
mostly rocks (couldn't farm), so they came to McHenry Co., 
Illinois.  The 1870 U.S. census finds her working as a cook in a 
hotel, her sister as a chamber maid and a brother working on a 
neighboring farm.  Her mother had gone to live with a married 
daughter in Iowa after their father had slipped on an icy step 
and fell under a moving train in 1868, leaving them to fend for 
themselves.  Don't know how she met Wm. Pennington, 
maybe at the hotel, but we find them married with two 
children in 1880.  After she left Wm., she used her cooking 
skills and moved west to cook at the mining camps in 
Utah.  She married in 1887 in Provo to a Stephen Calvin James, 
which explains how Grandpa James got his name.  That name 
James has carried down to many descendants, but not the 
Pennington name.  Just last month, I found siblings of Wm. 
Pennington, Jr., "our cousins", using the descendancy view on 
FamilySearch Family Tree. This view shows notes, hints, and 

alerts which help you to see what needs to be fixed on your 
pedigree as well as where to look in public records for further 
information on your family and sources to add to your family 
tree. And for you who are looking for names of "cousins" there 
is a temple symbol for that too.  How great this new 
technology is!!!  It enables us to piece together our family 
stories and to find our "cousins"! 

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 

In preparing for the Jamboree next weekend where I will do a 

presentation on indexing obituaries I realized I had a list of the 

most common mistakes indexers make.  So I thought I would 

share them with you.  I give them to you in particular order.  

1.  Assuming Gender 

2. Assuming place of death 

3. Assuming date of birth 

4. Leaving off date of death by not using date of publication 

5. Not using “gender neutral “ relationship terms 

Note that each of the problems is caused by assuming facts 

not in evidence; this is, not on the document.  I know that 

there are exceptions to every rule in indexing obituaries so be 

very careful and err on the side of caution.  Always remember 

you can contact me here at the library where I will be happy to 

help you.  

Received Your Free Partner Accounts Yet? 
In July, all Las Vegas valley LDS Church members should have 

received an invitation by e-mail to open their free accounts to 

Ancestry.com, findmypast.com and MyHeritage.com.  If you 

have lost your invitation, or did not receive one, you can 

access the invitation by visiting the following website:   

http://bit.ly/ldsmemberaccess.   
 

LVFS Library Book Initiative Completed 
Beginning March 2012, Linda Isom, 
Librarian, and Tom Jackson, 
Assistant Librarian, began the 
process of entering approximately 
7,800 Las Vegas FamilySearch 
Library books – one at a time – into 
the FamilySearch online catalog, 
which currently has 2.4 million 
titles.  And beginning December 
2012, personnel at the library 
began the follow-up process of 
scanning the non-copyright-
protected Las Vegas Books, the images of which are being 
attached to the previously catalogued books in FamilySearch.  
The combined cataloging/scanning activities further facilitate 
genealogy research around the world from history center 
and/or from home.  The excitement of all involved, now – 
thirty months later – both the cataloging and scanning have 
been completed.  Those personnel who worked so diligently 
are scanning missionaries – Ken and Pam Ramage and Fred 
and Anne Belhasen – and numerous other library missionaries 
and volunteers.  Future online and other technical activities 
for the Library have yet to be defined by managerial personnel 
in Salt Lake City. 

http://bit.ly/ldsmemberaccess

